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E  have  only  to  obferve  on  the  prefent  volume, 
''  that  it  is  generally  written  with  an  elegance  and 
*'  vivacity  of  Ityle  which  are  peculiarly  pleafmg  ;  that 
**  the  Anecdotes  are  mingled  with  many  judicious  and 
**  fenfible  refiedtions ;  that  the  politics  are  free,  but 
*'  temperate  ;  that  the  eftimate  of  charaders  is  appa- 
''  rently  impartial  ;  and  that  it  abounds  with  the 
*'  moli:  interefling  and  entertaining  matter.  About  a 
*'  hundred  and  thirty  characlers  are  ficetched  in  this 
**  popular  volume,  and  a  very  ufeful  chart  is  prefixed 
**  of  the  profcriptions  of  parties  in  Franc-:  from  that 
of  the  Brillbtines  in  June,  1793,  to  that  of  the 
Royaliils  in  September,  1797.^' 

jlnaiytical  Rc^jie-iVy  No'v.  1 797,  /.  469. 
''  This  ve-y  amufmg  colle<^ion  of  original  Anec- 
dotes has  anticipated  by  its  fale  the  necelTity  of  our 
tardy  approbation  ;  it  will  fufiice  if  we  feled  fome 
pafTages,  that  are  charafteriiHc  of  the"  fpirit  of  the 
work,  and  of  fuch  men  as  are  likely  to  preferve  a 
perpetual  importance  after  the  foam  of  the  Revolu- 
tioQ  Ihall  have  fubfided." 

Monthly  Reuie-zVf  Dec.  ijgjjp.  365, 

^'  We  can  promife  to  our  readers,  whatever  their 
political  principles  may  be,  confiderable  amufement 
and  information  from  this  volume,  which  contains 
anecdotes  of  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the 
moft  eminent  perfons  who  have  *'  ftrutted  and  fret- 
ted their  day"  upon  the  grand  theatre  of  French 
politics.  The  author  appears  to  have  taken  great 
pains  to  collecl  materials  from  the  bell:  fources.-" 
Critical  Rev ie-xij J  May y  1798^/'.  120. 


ERRATA. 

Pa;^e.  line. 

J9     28  For  tlicm,  read  it. 

23     26  for  adlierent,  read  adherents. 

2.4     23  dele  i omnia  after  the  word  fcldom. 

25      31   dele  tile  word  le. 

—     32  read  la  peine  la  plus  fevere. 

27     22  lor  parts,  read  parties. 

40       9  for  indiirolable,  read  indiffolublc. 

46     15  for  aflemble,  read  afTembxe. 

5S       5  for  PLbian,  read  Plebeian. 

78     24  for  par,  read  pas. 

S5     25  for  decifjon,  lead  divifion. 

86       6  for  faciified,  read  facrificed, 

— •  N.  B.   Dele  the  two  lafl  lines  In  the  life  of  Vilate,  and 

in  their  rcom  read,   "  He  prefervtd  his  life  for  a  con- 
fidcrable  time  by  accufing  his  coadjutors,  but  was  execut- 
ed at  length  with   the  fanguinary  public  accufer,   the 
judges,  and  eleven  jurymen,  viz.   on  the  lytli  of  Flo- 
real,  the    3d  year    of    the  Republic   (or   8th  of  May, 
1795,  of  our  calander)." 
104     J 6  for  earring,  read  carrying. 
106     13  after  the  word  (entcnce,  put  a  femlcolon. 
Ill     21   for  Bariere,  read  Bane:e. 
121     24  for  athletetick,  read  atlilelic. 
J43     27  for  1792,  read  1791. 
J 68     18  for  parted,  read  we  fet  out. 
p—     19  for  "i*-'^  parted,  read  we  fet  out, 
1S5     25  for  emply,  read  employ. 
233     20  afier  the  word  accompanied,  read  them, 
244     II  for  Lord  Kepple,  read  Lord  Keppel. 
254       8  for  vows,  read  prayers. 
265     24  for  whtihei,  read  whither. 
2^3      13  for  Clavier e--,  read  Clavierre. 
284     12  for  Clavieres,  read  Ciavierie. 
354       I   for  8tn  Frudtidor,  read  i8th  Frudidor. 
362      17   for  Buiriont,  read  Dumont. 
389     26  for  2d  Germinal,  read  lath  of  Germinal. 
399     29  for  Bariallon,  re^d  Baraillon. 

419  23   for  hydography,  read  hydrography. 

420  6  for  Puy  de  Drome^  read  Puy  de  Dime. 
440        5   for  perfh,  read  perilh. 

443      17  for  optate,  read  operate. 

454       9  fo'"  evening  of  the  execution,  read  evening  before  the  exe- 
ticn. 

DIRECTIONS  10  THE  BINDER. 

9"/>  Book  binder  nxiill  ohferve,  that  there  ivill  be  a  Jinal 
cm'ijjion  cf  the  page  <  from  175  to  182,  and  from  247  to  2^2. 
The  'vic'^  Jhould face  the  title j  and  the  map  page  oppofite  the 
Contents, 


PREFACE. 


JL  HE  Firll  Volume  of  thefe  Anecdotes 
having  experienced  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion, and  been  tranflated  into  feveral  foreign 
languages^  the  Editor  feels  himfelf  encouraged 
to  prefent  a  Second  Volume  to  the  Public. 

He  has  been  indebted  for  materials  in  this, 
as  in  the  former  Volume,  chiefly  to  the  com- 
munications of  various  inteili2;ent  Forei2:ners, 
feveral  of  whom  were  a!lcrs  in  the  Icenes 
they  have  defcribed.  The  fafcinating  and 
almoft  romantic  aVticle  refpecling  Louvet, 
and  the  no  lefs  interefting  and  tragical  one 
under  the  head  Lazare,  were  of  courfe  only 
to  be  fupplied  from,  their  own  publi fned  me- 
m.oirs :  .the  Editor  conceives  he  riiall  not  in- 
cur the  cenPare  of  any  reader,  for  having 
preferved  in  this  permanent  form,  tv/o  fuch 
exceedingly  curious  docum.ents. — The  tniely 
able  and  original  article  refpeccing  Bris- 
SOT  was  drawn  up  by  an  Englilh  Gentle* 
maii  whofe  name  has  long  been  defervediy 
5  '  refpedt- 
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refpedlcd  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  who 
for  many  years  was  the  intimate  friend  and 
correfpondent  of  that  great  man. 

The  Jives  of  Brissgt,  Condorcet,  Mr- 
RABEAU,  and  LouvET  are  given  in  the  pre- 
fent  Volume  although  their  names  occurred 
alfo  in  the  former  one  -,  a  comparifon,  will 
however,  evince,  that  thefe  prime  articles 
have  in  this  fecond  Volume  been  compofed 
from  fources  at  once  new  and  valuable,  and 
that  there  does  not  exift  any  ufelefs  repetition. 

Notwithftanding  much  pains,  it  is  probable 
that  a  fallidious  critic  may  occafionally  de- 
tedl  in  fome  of  the  articles  an  exotic  idiom; 
the  candid  reader  will,  however,  confider, 
that  in  a  work  neceffarily  compofed  from  a 
variety  of  communications,  fome  inequalities 
in  the  ftyle  vv^ould  be  unavoidable. 

In  refpe£l  to  errors  in  dates,  or  in  points  of 
fa61:,  if  fuch  inould  be  difcovered,  the  Editor 
will  thankfully  attend  to  any  corredlions 
which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  him  -,  in  exte- 
nuation of  thefe,  as  well  as  the  other  fins  of 
the  whole  work,  he  can  only  obferve,  that  he 
has  been  a6luated  folely  by  an  ardent  love  of 
truth,  and  a  fincere  attachment  to  a  well- 
regulated  liberty. 

London,  Augiifi  i%th,  1798, 
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FRENCH   REPUBLIC, 


JEAN    PIERRE    BRISSOT, 

"TTTas  born  on  the  14th  of  January  1754,  at 
Chartres,  the  capital  of  the  territory  of  the 
Chartraine  and  BeaucCy  now  included  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Eure,  His  father  was  a  ivaiteur^  fupplying 
individuals  or  families  with  dinners  at  their  own 
apartments,  and  acquired  confiderable  wealth,  with 
an  unimpeached  character. 

After  receiving  a  good  education,  both  at  fchool 
and  at  college,  Brifibt  was  fent  to  Paris  to  purfue 
his  preparatory  fiudies,  and  v/as  afterwards  placed 
v/ith  an  avocat^  or  counfellor  in  parliament.  But 
taking  an  averfion  to  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  and 
applying  the  money  deftined  for  a  proficiency  in  it, 
to  the  fludy  of  general  literature  j  he  difobliged  his 
father,  who,  being  fuperftitious,  and  influenced  hy 
his  eldeft  fon,  withdrew  his  ufual  fupplies. 

He  then  bore  the  name,  or  title  of  de  Ouarville^ 
from  that  of  a  fmall  property  at  a  little  diftancc  from 
Chartres,  which  had  been  deftined  for  him  by  his 
father.  He  afterwards  changed  it  into  de  Warville^ 
by  fubflituting  the  Englifli  JV  ior  the  Ou  !  from  an 

early 


6  BRISSOT. 

early  partiality  to  England,  which  he  then  idolized  as 
the  land  of  liberty. 

It  was  probably  that  partiality  which  improved  a 
flight  acquaintance  .into  an  intimacy  and  marriage 
with  Mademoifelle  Dupont,  who  was  employed  by 
Madame  Genlis,  as  reader  to  the  princefs,  her  pupil. 
The  mother  of  Mademoifelle  Dupont,  kept  a  lodg- 
ing-houf3  at  Boulogne,  frequented  principally  by  the 
Englifli  ;  fome  of  whom  the  daughters  had  occa- 
fionally  accompanied  into  England ;  they  had  thus 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  language,  and 
an  acquaintance  with  feveral  intelligent  quakers. 

In  his  Englifh  enterprize,  Mr.  Burke,  with  a  dif- 
regard  to  truth,  which  would  difgrace  a  libeller  in 
the  garrets  of  St.  Giles,  reprefents  him  as  employed 
by  the  government  and  the  police,  as  a  fpy  and  thief- 
taker  ;  and  accufes  him  wiih  having  been  a  pick- 
pocket ! 

Brillot,  who  was  not  without  failings,  had  none, 
which  could  impeach  the  mcft  delicate  integrity.  He 
was  honeft  and  dlfmterefted  to  a  degree,  which,  to 
Burke,  hackneyed  in  the  pallry  intrigues  and  debafing 
hopes  of  fa6T:ious  parties,  mult  have  been  incredible. 

At  the  time  he  became  united  to  Mifs  Dupont, 
inftead  of  availing  himfelf  of  her  interefl:  to  obtain 
fome  fituaticn  in  the  purlieus  of  the  court  or  the 
Palais  Royalj  he  detached  her  from  her  engagement, 
relied  on  his  literary  talents  for  their  future  fupport, 
and  determined  to  make  England  the  theatre  of  his 
utility  and  fame. 

He  was  then  printing  his  work,  De  la  Ferite^ 
which,  though  not  mafi;erly  or  abounding  with  new 

truths, 
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truths^  was  the  idol  of  his  heart,  raid  the  bafis 
on  which  he  wifhed  to  reft  his  reputation,  if 
his  friends  had  exerted  a  fufficient  degree  of  com- 
plaifance  to  read  it.  He  had  alfo  commenced  an 
abridgment  of  treaties  on  "  Criminal  Law,'*  but 
did  not  felecl  them  with  fufficient  difcrimination. 

Thofe  produ6lions,  whxh  in  the  manner  of  all 
young  authors,  he  confidered  as  2if:  ture  fortune^  he. 
carried  with  him  to  Boulogne,  in  his  way  to  Eng- 
land. 

There,  his  finances  failing,  and  feeing  no  great 
probability  of  afliilance  from  his  wife's  family,  he 
incautioufly  fell  into  a  fiiare,  by  liilening  to  propo- 
fals  from  the  proprietors  and  managers  of  the  Courier 
De  la  Europe. 

That  connection  did  not  long  continue,  from 
the  difcordant  principles  of  the  parties,  and  Brif- 
fot,  having  warmed  his  imagination,  by  fome  con- 
verfations  with  philofophers  and  quakers  in  England, 
conceived  and  commenced  one  of  thofe  benevolent 
extravagancies,  for  which  he  was  always  diftin- 
guifhed. 

Almoft  unknown  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
particularly  in  England  ;  at  the  age  of  three  or 
four  and  twenty,  learning  the  elements  of  know- 
ledge, and  with  only  a  fmall  fam  of  money  fur- 
niilied  by  an  afibciate  who  relied  on  his  talents  ; 
he  announced  in  1782,  a  plan  of  correfpondence 
and  afibciation  of  all  the  friends  of  literature  and 
liberty   throughout   Europe  j    and   took   a  houfe  in 

Newman 
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Newman  Street,  where  the  central  committee  was 
to  hold  Its  fittings  ! 

That  effort  making  no  Impreflion  on  the  public, 
unlefs  it  occafioned  a  fmile  by  its  extravagance  ;  he 
commenced  a  periodical  work,  on  the  Literature, 
Arts,  and  Politics  of  England. 

In  fome  difficulties  attending  that  underta<ing, 
be  availed  himfelf  of  the  acquaintance  of  the  Rev, 
Mr,  Gardnor^  vicar  of  Batterfea,  to  be  intro- 
duced to  David  IFiiliamSy  who  had  been  fome 
time  in  Mr.  Gardnor's  neighbourhood,  occupied 
by  peculiar  plans  or  experiments,  on  the  education 
of  youth. 

It  maybe  obferved,  in  the  firft  number  o{hisJ7tna/eSy 
where  he  m.cntions  his  nev/  acqualtance,  Williams^ 
that  he  bids  adieu  to  his  former  creed,  from  Montef- 
quieu  and  Blackftone,and  avows  his  attachment  to  the 
principles  developed  in  Letters  on  Political  Liberty^ 
which  he  afterwards,  by  his  affiduities  with  Mirabeau 
and  Sieyes,  rendered  in  a  great  degree,  the  principles 
of  the  firft  French  conftitution. 

Affiiled  by  an  expatriated  marquis  Pelleport,  he 
tranflated  that  pamphlet,  and  had  the  indifcretion  to 
permit  notes  to  be  added  relating  to  the  court  of 
France. 

De  A'lorande  feduced  his  alTociate  into  France  ; 
and  Briffot  happening  at  the  tim.e  to  be  at  Boulogne 
on  a  fhort  vlfit  to  his  mcthei-in-law,  they  were  both 
conveyed  to  the  Baftille. 

His  family  in  England,  by  that  event,  was  plunged 
into  the  dccpeft  diflrefs.      The  perfon  who  had  em- 
barked 
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barked  with  him  in  the  literary  undertaking,  and  had 
furnifhed  the  money,  took  ponefTion  of  the  houfe  and 
furniture  ;  groundlefs  and  malignant  imputations 
were  difFufed  refpe£ling  the  views  and  character  of 
BrifTot;  and  the  authors  of  his  misfortunes,  w^ho 
had  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of  power,  joined 
the  general  clamour,  arid,  as  ufual,  covered  their 
turpitude  with  the  mafk  of  zeal  for  integrity  and 
honour. 

In  that  fituation  a  few  perfons  only  were  at  the 
trouble  to  perceive  the  truth,  and  to  afford  fuccour 
and  confoiatlon  to  the  family  of  BrifTot. 

Madame  Bi  iffot  (then  Madame  de  Warwille)  re- 
coUeding  the  former  patronage  of  the  houfe  of 
Orleans,  as  the  only  probable  refuge,  hafte.ned  to 
France,  and  threw  herfelf  at  the  duke's  (eet,  who 
interefted  himfelf  fo  effectually,  that  Briffct  was 
admitted  to  the  ufual  trial  on  fuch  occafions,  v/hich 
confifted  merely  of  an  examination  by  the  officers 
of  flate  ;  and  was  difcharged  on  condition  he  Tnould 
never  refide  in  England,  and  fliould  difcontlnue  his 
Political  Review. 

The  duke  de  Orleans  who  cherifhed  the  difpofl- 
tions  then  arifmg  in  France,  to  difcufs  and  cenfure  the 
meafures  of  government,  beheld  in  Briflbt  an  inftru- 
ment  for  his  purpofe  ;  made  him  fee  re  tar  y  in  his 
chancery,  placed  him  under  the  direction  of  the  mar- 
quis Du  Crer:,  his  chancellor,  and  brother  to  Ma-' 
dam.e  Gcnlis,  v/ho  was  at  that  time,  the  heroine  of 

the  political  drama  at  the  Pahiis  RcyaL 
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Br:flx)t  was,  for  fome  time,  fupremely  happy  in 
that  fituaton.  He  had  an  income  far  beyond  his 
wants,  amounting  neaily  to  five  hundred  louis  a 
year,  he  was  in  the  confidence  of  the  political  cabal 
which  thei^  exhibited  no  fymptoms  of  its  future 
atrocity,  and  within  the  limits  prefcribcd  him,  he 
built  as  many  caftles  in  the  air  as  his  heart  de- 
iired.  But  all  limits  were  galling  chains  on  his 
imagination  ;  and  in  proportion  as  American  events 
propagated  ihe  founds  of  freedom,  he  fickencd  for 
America,  as  the  only  land  cf  liberty  and  happi- 
jiefs. 

BriiTot,  though  wholly  deflitute  of  the  rich  and' 
captivating  imagery  of  eloquence,  had  an  ardour 
and  vivacity  which  were  wonderfully  feduiStive ;  he 
had  alfo  in  every  thing  the  inimitable  air  of  the 
pureft  integrity;  he  therefore  eafily  prevailed  on  fe- 
veral  of  his  acquaintance  to  form  a  comm.on  ftcck, 
and  to  depute  him  to  America,  to  fix  on  a  diftrict, 
to  be  purchafed  by  the  fociety,  where  a  colony  of 
Frenchmen,  vyith  ail  their  moral  and  focial  h-:bits, 
were  to  be  organifed  into  a  republick,  on  the  ideas 
of  the  Britifn  Alfred,  as  illuftrated  to  him  by  his 
Englifh  mafter. 

His  travels  in-  America,  are  known  from  his 
publications.  But  it  is  not  equally  known  that,  in 
1788,  returning  through  England  fecretly,  on  ac- 
count of  his  engagements  with  his  own  government, 
he  confulted  his  "  oracle,"  as  he  called  him,  who 
told  Brifibt  he  had  viewed  America  only  as  a  vifi- 
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tor;  that  it  might  be  feenby  the  conduct  of  Franklin 
and  others  that  the  ftate  of  foclety  there  would  not 
fait  a  cultivated  European;  that  Calonnc  and  Nec- 
'  ker,  who  contended  for  power,  agreed  in  meafures 
which  infured  a  revolution  in  France;  and  that 
France  would  foon  open  a  theatre  fur  his  a6livity 
and  love  of  glory. 

He  inftantly  formed  the  determination  of  devoting 
his  talents  to  France,  which  he  ftrcngly  exprelled 
to  the  friend  *  who  accompanied  him  to  his  Men- 
tor, and  though  he  afterwards  frequently  differed 
with  that  Mentor,  he  adhered  to  his  refolution  to 
the  hour  of  his  death. 

Briflbt  firfb  carried  into  France  the  idea  of  or^^a^ 
nJzing  a  community,  by  forming  deputations,  and 
deputations  of  deputations,  to  produce  a  general 
will.  It  is  an  extenfion  and  improvement  of  the 
plan  of  the  Britifli  Alfred. 

But  though  Europe  has  been  fickened  v/ith  th^ 
words  organizing  and  organization^  events  have  prov- 
ed, that  BrifTot  and  his  fuccelTors,  in  the  formation 
of  feveral  French  conftitutions,  have  never  tho- 
roughly comprehended  the  ideas  of  Alfred,  or  the 
theory  derived  from  them  by  his  Engliih  inter- 
preter. 

The  novelty  of  thofe  ideas  in  France,  threw  a 
luftre  around  BrifTot,  which  his  abilities  and  know- 


*  Mr.  B .  who  is  fa'd  to  be  preparing  a  Life  of  Briflot  for  a 

refpeftabk  periodical  work. 
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ledge  were  not  afterwards  able  to  fupport.  When 
the  apprcnch  and  formation  of  the  ftates-general 
threw  off  the  reftraints  of  the  prefs,  he  was  diftin- 
guifhed  among  the  writers  who  drew  publick  atten- 
tion, and  confulted  by  the  principal  leaders,  on  the 
principles  and  meafures  to  be  adopted;  and  when 
it  became  neceflary  to  render  Paris  a6live,  he  re- 
duced his  Englifh  theory  to  practice;  it  was  orga- 
nized into  fedions  intimately  connected  and  formed 
into  a  regulated  power :  and  when  that  power  had 
forced  and  taken  the  Baftille,  the' keys  of  the  for- 
trefs   were  carried  in  triumph  to  his  lodgings. 

From  that  moment,  BrifTot's  character  afTumed  a 
new  form,  in  which  a  benevolent,  but  intoxicateJ 
ambition  took  the  lead.  On  the  removal  of  the 
Breton  club  from  Verfailles  to  the  Jacobin  m^onaftery 
at  Paris,  the  keys  of  the  Baflille  conveyed  him  to 
its  prefidency,  and  feeling  early  fymptoms  of  force 
in  that  ^ftonifhing  club,  he  perceived  it  to  be  the 
readiefl  inftrument  to  obtain  the  firfl  honours  of  the 
revolution. 

Warned  from  England  of  obvious  dangers  from 
the  power  of  that  club  and  its  affiliations,  he 
renounced  his  firft  and  beft  acquaintance,  by  a  long 
filenc3,  and  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  by  his  news- 
paper, called  Patriot  Franpis^  and  by  pamphlets, 
to  exchange  individual  correfpondence,  for  that  of 
French  and  Englifh  focieties.  Having  fome  ac- 
quaintance .with  feveral  members  of  thofe  focieties, 
hi  both  kingdoms,  he  acquired  great  influence  by 
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that  manuacvre,  and  at  the  difiblution  of  the  flates- 
general,  he  had  iniured  his  election  into  the  bgifla- 
tive  aflembly. 

In  that  afienribly,  EriiTot,  although  neither  an  ora- 
tor nor  a  rtatefman,  greatly  d i ft ingui filed  himfelf 
by  an  unceaung  jealoufy  of  the  court,  by  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  the  ftrongeft -provifions  in  behalf  of 
liberty,  from  the  Engiifh  and  American  conilitutions, 
and  by  the  art  which,  he  had  learned  from  his  urifuc- 
cefsful  cnterprizes,  of  drawing  around  hini  men  of 
ftiperiour  talents  and  knowledge.  He  thus  formed 
the  party  of  the  Gii-ondifts,  con  lifting  of  the  deputies 
of  La  Gironde  ;  and  v/as  allowt-d  in  pra6lical  rneafures 
to  take  the  lead  of  Condorcet,  Guadet,  Roland,  Cla- 
viere,  Genfonne,  &:c.  men  of  funeriour  learning, 
knowiedre,  and  talents.  In  that  fituation,  the 
court  alTaiied  his  character  and  ir:tegrity  ;  and  the 
memoirs  of  M.  Bcrtrand  de  rvloileviHe,  leave  the' 
incautious  reader  in  doubt  concerning  his  integrity. 
But  if  M.  Bertrand  could  have  fixed  ;he  ftain  un- 
equivocally, he  would  afiu redly  have  done  it.  There 
are  many  perfoiis  now  living,  of  at  leaft  equal  re- 
putation v/itn  M. Bertrand,  who  knew,  that  during  the 
fpirited  animadverUcns  of  Briflbt,  on  the  cabals  at 
court,  which  he  denominated  Ju/hian  Coimnlttee't^ 
a  hundred  thoufand  livres  were  tendered  as  the  price 
of  either  his  filence  or  his  friendfliip  ;  and  that 
Jlv'ing  in  a  g-arret,  into  v/hich  he  afcended  by  four 
flights  of  ftairs,  and  having  a  wii^  and  three  chil- 
dren, depending  on  his  ftipend  as  deputy^  and  the 
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trifling  produce  of  his  newfpaper,  he  declined  the  ofFer 
without  r.oife  or  oflentation. 

While  the  'probability  rcmainel,  that  the  ccnlli- 
ti;tion  would  be  cftabliihed,  he  a- tempted  a  icnev/al 
of  his  former  coiT.fpondcnce'in  pjigland,  to  obtain 
Information  on  the  adminiflration  of  our  law's  ;'and 
it  is  f'.id  he  procured  foime  hints  on  that  fubjeiVifVom 
Mr,  yeremiah  Beniham  But,  not  b^ifg  fully  fatls- 
f:ed,  he  eiideavoured  to  recover  the  fricndfliip  of  his 
former  counfeilcr,  axnd  feiit  Pcthion  to  be  ijiftrufied 
in  the  general  forms  and  practice  of  the  adminiflra- 
tion of  Englifb  juiifprudcnce. 

Pethion,  hov/ever,  thought  himfelf  above  the  ne- 
ccHity  of  taking  much  trouble.  He  received  v/ritten 
diretflions  rcfpc6ling  the  courts,  and  the  neceifary 
explanations  to  comprehend  the  r.ature  of  their 
inftitutions,  their  practice,  and  their  abufes.  He 
once  attended  at  the  Old  Bailey,  a::d  fpent  the  reft 
of  his  time  at  the  meetings  of  the  revolution 
f;:ciety. 

In  the  mean  time  BrilTot,  by  his  infiuence  in  the 
].:cobin  club,  was  making  rapid  acquitlticiTS  of  poli- 
tical power.  So  deftitute  v/as"  the  ruling  p:.rt7  of 
the  talents  of  ffafefncn,  that  the  ve.y  flight  kno\v*- 
]edge  he  had  obtai'ned  of  England,  Holland,  and 
America,  gave  hiiti  the  priiiclpa^l  dire^Ti'oii  of  the  di- 
plomatic ' and "miiliiar^  co'mmi^t'tecs'^  o^^  tne *aiTemt:1y  j 
ar.d  when  the  club;  by  i:s  n-Huence  m  the  legiilptture, 
c  uflied  the  King's  miniilcis  In  fucceflion,  Louis 
font  to  Eriirot,  detned  he  v.'culd  nominate  minrflers 
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agreeable  to  the  focicty,  and  Roland,  Clavlere,  Ser- 
van,  Sic,  were  actually  nominated  b)  him. 

The  means  of  Introducing  Dumouriez  are  not 
known  to  the  writer  of  this  fketch;  but  At  was  an 
errour  fatal  to  the  revolution,  as  it  changed  its  na- 
ture and  characler»,     ^    ,:- 

Dumouriez,  who, bad:  more  of  the  good  and  evil 
tab;T|t$.pjr^,iiateiman  than  all  the  other  m:nifter?,  and 
to  whom  BrilTot  was  for  fprne  time  a  complete  dupe, 
diverted  the  pubiick  mind  from  a  gradual  and  im- 
proving attention  to  national  in  dilutions,  and  aroufed 
its  latent  but  habitual  pa'iH on  fo^- war. r 

Under  the  .direction  of  Dumouriez,  Brlflbt  colleded 
the  force  of  the  Girondifts,  who  inflam-ed  the  afTem.- 
bl,y:,ag3.infl:th|e  emrgt^^ts  ^;ad  their  protectors,  and 
induced,  an  .  immediate  declaration  of  war  againft 
Auftria^  By  that  meafure  the  great  objc6t  of  the 
French  revolution,  the  eflabliflimexit  of  a  juft  and 
equitf:ble  ccuftitut.iori,^.jWAS  loft,  or  fufpended,  and 
Is  not  to  be  recovered,  probably,  by  the  prefent 
generation.  .  ,         ■,,  _^    ...    _ 

The  military  charadler.co^trQuJJng  ^nd  obliterat- 
ing the  moral,  the  efforts  of  tru-e  philofophy  became 
feconda!  y  and  occafional,  and  France  directed  her 
proceedings  by  the  fluctuating  fpirit  of  war. 

Brillot  was  certainly  a  votary  of  true  Philofophj'', 
whenever  he  heard  her  voice,  or  clearly "underftood 
her  principles:  but  thofe  principles  were^ not  familiar 
to  his  mind;  they  were  not  always  af  tis  own  ac- 
quifit'ion  J  and  the  fimpllcity  aiid^  integrity  of  his 
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heart  induced  him  to  confide   in  others  with   blind 
crcduhty. 

The  firfl  fruits  of  the  war  were  the  atrc  cities  of 
the  2d  ar.d  3d  of  September  1792,  which  appalled 
the  fplrit  of  Briflbt ;  fcjr  though  he  retired  in  dif- 
guft  from  the  Jacobin  club,  he  did  not  demand  and 
procure  the  puniftimeiit  of  the  authors  of  thofe  atro- 
ciiies,  who  foon  improved  impunity  into  a  claim 
of  dominion.  Even  bji  the  celebrated  lOth  of  Au- 
guft  he  was  not  a  principal ;  and  in  all  the  vigorous 
and  dreadful  m.ovcmcnts  which  the  difpofitlon  to  war 
had  generated,  Briflbt  or.]y  acquiefccd  when  they 
Ic-eir.ed  to  favour  the  caufe  of  liberty.  -^ 

At  every  practicable  interval,  he  united  his  efforts 
with  thnfe  of  the  Gircndifls  to  form  the  public 
mind  into'a  d I {Jidiit ion'  for  6tder  and  regulated  li- 
berty, and  to  de vile  fti ch  inftitutions  as  would  pro- 
mote thofe  ends :  but  the  fong  of  War  had  deafened 
the  nation  to  all  other  founds,  and  his  remaining 
ftruggles  with' various  temporally  facceifes  were  in  a 
temipeft  which  he  had  afTifted  to  create,  and  Which 
has  overturned  or  menaced  all  the  inftitutiv;ns  of 
Europe. 

In  the  fufpenfion  and  dethronement  of  the  Kih^, 
and  in  the  proclamation  of  a  f(^public,'Brifrot  affifled 
with  zeal'  and  alacrity:  and'  the  idea-  of  a  Con"- 
vENTi'oN,'  pafam'Si'nt^'to  alf  legiflatures,  was  firil 
given  by  him;  "bui:  it 'was  of  Englifh  importation 5 
it  Wc.s  the  mycle^gemot  of  Alfred',  with  a  modern 
DaiBej    it   v.'a$   the   Saxon    afl'embly,    which    tried 
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kings*,   and    approved   or  condemned    the  acts   of 
legillation. 

• -lit  that  Idea,  like  all  the  ct'.iers  haftj^  adopted 
in  France  at  the  time,  was  not  fully  underftood, 
and  the  Convention  became  a  defpot,  a  legiflaturc, 
a  court  of  juftice,  a  magiftrate  of  police, — a  many- 
headed  monfter,  v.'hich  nearly  defolated  the  country 
that  produced  it. 

In  the  two  general  obje6ls  of  the  convention,  the 
frial  of  the  King,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  con- 
(litution,  BriiTot  was  aclive  and  zealous,  until  he 
perceived  the  Jacob'.ns,  led  by  Marat,  Robefpierre, 
he.  were  trampling  on  all  forms  and  principles  of 
jufl::ce,  had  declared  for  the  death  of  Lcuis,  whatever 
might  be  the  rcfult  of  enquiry  and  trial,  and  v/ere 
prepared  to  transfer  the  defpotifm  of  a  military  go- 
vernment from  the  King  and  Nobles,  to  a  few  de- 
magogues fupported  by  an  armed  and  defperate 
populace. 

He  eagerly  fought  alTiflancej  at  home  and  abroad, 
to  form  a  con  ft  i  tut  Ion,  that  the  convention  might 
be  dilfolved  ;  but  he  fought  It  too  late.  He  alfo 
willied  to  fave  the  King  j  but  his  wifhes  were  too 
late. 

The  unnecefiary  facriflce  of  Louis,  In  fpite  of  an 
intimidated  majority  of  the  Convention,  difcouraged 
the  party  of  Brillbt,  and  heightened  the  horrible  au- 
dacity of  the  Jacobins;  who,  drawing  over  to  them 
Pache,  the  minifter  of  war,  embarrail'ed  the  Generals 

•  F":Je  Letters  on  Political  Liberty,  printed  by  pvans  in  the 
Strand;  and  reprinted  bv  R^idgway. 
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r.nd  armicF,  and.  by  difgurting  Dumcuricz  Into  per- 
fiJy,  and  miftcad'.ng  other  commanders  into  defeat, 
involved*  the  ruling '  party  in  deep  difgrace,  and 
conducted  its  leaders  to  the  fcaffold. 

Tlie  violences  preparatory  to  that  event  were  r^-jt 
coloured  with  the  ufual  pretcnfions  of  juftice.  The 
Girondifjs  held  die  .fceptre  they  had  wrefted  from 
Lnuis,  v/ith  trernbling  hands;  fur  rounded  with  a 
r,fitionaI  guard  of  frtLy  "thcufjnd  men,  they  flirur.k 
Tit  the  howl  of  Marat  and  his  ragged  my;m:dons; 
they  fulfered  the  Jacobins  to  fraternife  with  Bands 
of  band'itti,  difcarded  fervants,  fmugglers.  Sec.  who 
fought  bread  and- iheitcr  .ii  Paris.  Crimes  were 
cc-)mmitced  in  progrefTive  enormity^  as  experiments 
onrheir  feais;  and  fufpicion  and  contempt  fucceeded 
the  refpecl  and  con^dence  with  which  the  public 
had  reo-arded  their  talents  and  virtues. 

They  were  therefore  implicated  as  criminals  in 
all  the  misfortunes  of  their  country;  and  BriiFot,  as 
the  fnppofed  leader,  was  held  iamenable  for  the  con- 
f^quences  of  the  war  with  England,  for  the  defeats 
ai:d  perfidies  of  Domouriez,  and  all  the  cclamiries  of 
Francs  duiing  the  adm'niitration  of  the  rninifters 
which  he  had  originally  appointed. 

It  is  not  neceflafy,  at  this  time,  to  exonerate  the 
memory  of  Briilot  from  thefe  imputations. 

The  war  with.  England  he  deemed  impoffible, 
until  the  couJudl  of  the  Engliih  miniflry  rendered 
it  inevitable.  His  creduiityhad  relied  on  the  decla- 
r-tioas  of  the  mi.TioiiarieSi:)r£ngliih  focieties,  and  par- 
ticularly en  thcfw  of  Thomas  Paine,  that  hoftilitics 
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againft  the  French  revolution  would  produce  a  civil 
war.  He  pronounced  it  as- his  decided  opinion  that  the 
firfl:  body  of  EngHfh  troops  cirected  againft  France 
wouldbe  followed,  hoftileiy,  by  fixty  thoufand  of  the 
revolutionills  and  republicans  of  England. 

He  was,  as  ufual,  ftunned  when  the  event  ap- 
proached, with  an  unequivocal  charader  of  deter- 
mined hoilility,  fo  contrary  to  his  expedlations. 
He  faw  in  it  the  prognoftics  of  the  fate  of  his 
party;  and  when  he  had  read  the  cp-nion  of  the 
committee,  on  which  the  Convention  declared  war 
by  acclamation,  his  hair  literally  Hood  on  end,  and 
he  left  the  tribune  v/ith  ftrong  fymptoms  of  defpon* 
dency  and  horrour. 

In  all  his  political  conduiS^,  no  juil  imputation  ca.a 
be  laid  on  his  integrity.  His  errours  W£re  nume- 
rous, and  his  impetuofity  blameable  ;  but  his  inten- 
tions were  always  honeft  and  pure.  When  all  forms 
of  law,  government,  and  juftice  were  diilipated  by 
violence — when  the  Convention  furrendered  hm  and 
his  aflbciates  to  an  arm.ed  banditti,  his  behaviour  was 
calm  and  coiie6ted.  While  confined,  as  he  was  at 
firft,  to  his  own  houfe,  he  made  his  efcape,  and  had 
nearly  reached  Switzerland,  but  was  retaken  and 
committed  to  priibn. 

Though  his  imprifonment  was  clofe  and  kverey 
and  attended  with  maiiy  mfulting  arid  cruel  circum- 
ftances,  he  bore  them  with  die  temper  and  refolutiou 
of  innocence;  and  when  he  accompanied  one  and 
twenty  vidims  to  the  fcafFold,  moft  of  them  his  dear 
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jind  exceiiL-nt  friends,  his  deportment  was  firm  and 
calm;  he  ('^w  Axteen  perifh  before  him;  and  in  a 
torrent  of  innocent  blood  he  fubmitted  to  his  cruel 
fate,  crying  out  with  his  laft  breath — ^*  May  the 
Rcpublick  be  prelerved  !  " 

Brifict  was  rather  fhort  in  ftature,  and  {looped  a 
little  in  the  ftioulders.  He  was  flight  in  his  frame, 
but  tolerably  proportioned  ;  his  features,  particu- 
larly his  eyes,  were  lively  and  expreiEve  of  trdents 
and  good  nature. 

In  private  life  he  was  afPeftionate,  honourable, 
and  juft;  an  indulgent  hufband  and  father,  and  a  fin- 
cere  and  warm  friend. 

As  a  fcholar  and  a  man  of  knov/ledge,  he  was  not 
of  the  firft  order;  he  attempted  every  thing,  but 
was  not  a  deep  or  ccrrecl:  proficient  in  any  province 
of  learning  or  fcience. 

As  a  politician,  his  heart  was  better  dire£led  than 
his  head:  he  wanted  knowledge  of  mankind.  His 
reafon  was  therefore  mifled  by  his  imagination ;  and 
his  credulity  and  reliance  on  the  pretenfions  of  others 
rendered  him  totally  unfit  for  ?.ny  important  fliare 
in  the  adminiflration  of  national  bufmefs. 

He  adopted  a  fyflem,  without  fufHcient  examina- 
tion; and  when  it  failed,  his  remedy  was  to  adopt 
another,'  inftead  of  profoundlv  penetrating  the  cha- 
ra6ler  and  ci  cumftances  of  his  country,  and  deriving 
a  pracflicable  and  efFeclual  fyflem  from  that  only  ufe- 
ful  fource.  For  this  high  and  fublime  duty  he  cer- 
tainly pofleiTed  not  the  nccefTary  genius;  and  it 
I  proved 
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proved  to  France  a  real  misfortune;  for  he,  at  one 
time,  poflcil'ed  both  the  power  and  the  inclination  to 
render  it  imporrant  fervices. 

From  the  diffolution-of  the  monarch}',  in  Auguft 
1792,  to  Jan.  19,  1793,  when  Louis  was  condemned, 
Brifibt  wa?,  in  eiTectj  King  of  France,  without  any 
of  the  great  talents  which  commonly  lead  to  fuch 
power,  or  diredt  a  man  to  exrrcife  it,  either  to 
his  own  glory  or  to  the  general  advantage  of  his 
country. 

He  failed,  not  by  the  general  giddinefs  of  fudden 
elevation:  the  iron  fcepiie,  which  the  revolution 
held  out  to  him,  he  had  not  the  heart  to  wield.  The 
J^icobins  perceived  his  f'cruples  and  his  timidity;  pre- 
cipitated him  from  his  elevation  ;  and  cruilied  France 
with  the  power  which  fhould  only  have  avv'ed  her 
into  order,  peace,  and  liberty. 

LIEUT. -GENERAL  HAYDYN, 

I  knew  Mr.  Haydyn  in  London,  he  was  then 
about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  an  ob- 
fcure  lodging  in  Newport-ftreet,  near  St.  Martin's- 
lane. 

He  was  a  Weilphalian  by  birth,  but  fpoke  En^y- 
lifh  admirably,  confidering  that  he  was  a  foreigner 
wlio  had  not  vifited  this  country  until  he  had  arrived 
at  man's  eftate. 

l>ie  American  war  opened  an  ample  field  to  ad- 
venturers of  all  kinds,  and  Germany  poured  forth 
her  mercenary  fquadrons  at  the  bidding  of  the  Eng- 

lifh 
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lifh  government,  which  fquandercd  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  In  order  to  enflave  its  colonics.  Haydyn 
feived  with  the  foreign  troops,  rcfe  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant*,  and  when  the  war  was  concluded,  he 
rctuincd   to  Britain  on  half-pay. 

It  Vv'as  at  this  period  I  met  him,  and  the  fiifl 
time  I  (d\v  him  was  during  a  vifit  to  the  Baron  de 
Grothoufe,  who  then  rcfided  at  Chefterfielrf  hbufe. 
The  Baron  was  a  Hano\'erian,  and  had  be^-A^d- 
de-Camp  to  the.prefent  K^ng  of  Great  BritaWi.'"-   '^ 

Haydvn  and  he  came  tVom  different  parts  of  Ger- 
many, but  they  confidered- each  other  as  coumry- 
men,  and  even  as  friends,  h^re.  They  we  rented-, 
howevc,  to  embark  in  <  ppofitc  fchemea  of  ji^f^.^' to 
adopt  a  different  line  of  politicks,  and  even  to  %ht 
againft  each  other.  .  .: 

Haydyn,  a&amed  perhaps  of  having  fervej  a.2:-inll, 
in  order  to  opprefs  the  Americans,  determined  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  liberty  in  Holhuid.  He  ac- 
cordingly took  part  with; ^tl"keDiitcbtigainfl  the 
Siadtfar.lder,  The  conttft,^jhGweveT,r|>rov<?d  unfor- 
tunate, for  i,he  Duke  of  BFunryv'ick:atvthe  he^d  of 
a  body  of  chofen  troops  marched  to  the  conlines  of 
the  Zuyder  Zee^  and  gave  ii^vv  to  the  HoilaudciS  by 
means  .of'Pruflian  bay  one  tSvv    .,    _ 

•I'h,e  B  .rem  ,fl^,  Grot:hoi|fQ,i  ."yi'ho  was  a  fingular 
character,  fervej  jnit^be  Duk^jpf"  Bru?^f*^'ick.'s  aan'y, 
and   aclally  attacked  and  carried  a  Dutch  fo;t,  by 

*  I  hive  been  Informed  that  he  entered  as  a  private,  a  circum- 
ftance  not  uncommon  for  men  of  reputable  famiilcs  in  Germany. 

means 


LIEUr.-GEM.    HAYDYN'.  2J 

means  of  a  bed?  of  volunteer  cavalry.  The  mod 
furprifing  part  of  the  flory  hov.^ever  is  this ;  the 
Baron  actually*  made  the  charge  on  foot,  afid- kept 
up.,  and  entered  with  the  horlc  *.  r,n/="  v-I 

On  that  occafion  Iiavdyn  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
fupe:iour  fortune,  and  became  the  prifcner  of  his 
int^n^aye  acqu-iintance  -the  Baron  de  GiOthoufe. 

France,  about  this  time  opened  her  arms  to  the 
diiUeiled  patriots  of  every  country.  She  was  about 
to  contend  for  liberty, 'independence,  nay  even  for 
her  exifrence  as  a  nation  ;  ifie  confcquently  felt  a 
congenial  fpirit  with  the  oppreiTed  of  ill  nations, 
and  became  particularly  interelied  in  behalf  of  the 
Durch  cm"grants. 

A  tur  re  bodv  of  them  was  accordinG:lv  levied  un- 
djr  the  name  of  the  Batavian  Legion,  rnd  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  they  hiave  ferved  the  repubMck 
Vv'ith  2;:  eat  and  uncommon  Rdelitv. 

Haydyn/wais  :Mie-oPthe'fnoft  zealous  ciHcers  in 
this  corps,  and"  lli^in'g'diflinguiftiexi  himfelf  repeat- 
ed!  v,  rofe  from  fl^^p  to  ftep,  antd  he  obtamed  one 
of  the  highefl:  Failles  in  t!ie^Frfench"ferv'icd'^^    -- 

Aloni^  with  the  Dutch  troDS  he  entered  Holland, 
f-ught  ikveri]  bl'.ody'iktrrrlifhes-,  crofTed  the  Waal 
en  the  ice,  during  a  wfn'cef  'u^icothmonly  fevere, 
drcvi:  out  the-'ad'fieterkt'trf^H^ft^=Stiid:hold^r,^'and  Ba- 
tavia  or.ce  more  afi'ume'H-tti#  ftarmeof¥r%)«l>lick:. 


*  i  h^ard  tiiis  ^necdote  of  my  oM  friend  from  a  young  PruiTian 
oiTicc,  who  \vj3  prcfent  on  the  occafion  aid  witnelTed  the  ma- 
noeuvre. 

Ilaydya 
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Haydyn  of  courfc  profited  by  the  good  fortune  of 
the  French  and  the  gallant  conduct  of  his  own  legion, 
for  he  is  now  a  Licutenant-General,  although  he  is 
not  yet  40  years  of  age. 

EAR3AR0UX. 

Had  the  Girondifii  obliged  the  pnrty  of  ^h^Moun- 
tain  to  fuccumb,  and  thus  prevented  all  the  horrours 
that  enfued  after  their  own  fall,  this  young  man  would 
have  afied  a  very  confpicuou^  part  under  the  repub- 
lican government.  But  he  was  fnatched  away  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  we  have  fcarcely  any  thing  to 
record  concerning  him,  but  his  talents  and  his  mif- 
fortunes.  ^viobi  i 

Barbaroux  was  born  at  Marfeilles,  originally  a 
Greek  colony,  and  to  the  irnpetuous  fpirit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  France,  he  feems  to  have 
added  that  zealous  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty 
which  charae!erifed  the  fiift  founders  of  his  native 
city.  -  :  '• 

Having  become  irif imate'  wTth' RoTan'd,  in  1.792, 
in  confequence  of  the  troubles  in  the  fouth,  he  fup- 
port^d  his  plans  of  government  j  but  out  of  a  cer- 
tain decree  of  delicacy,  he  vifited  him  but  feldom, 
after  the  latter  had  become  mjnifler  of  the  home 
.department,  for  he  was  accuftomed  to  obferve, 
'"  that  the  integrity  of  a  rcprefentative  of  tiie  people, 
like  Caefar's  wife,  fhoulu  be  unfufpccled." 

Barbaroux- -had 'gteat  influence  with  the  MarfeL 
loli  in  PariSj  and  by  their  means  prote(^ed  his  friend 

Roland, 
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Roland,  when  his  houfe  was  afTailcd  by  a  mob,  in 
confequence  of  the  intrigues  x)f  the  Jacobins. 

As  a  deputy  for  the  department  of  B'ouchcs-dii" 
Rhone^  he  was  the  declared  enemy  of  the  Rohefpier'-' 
7'ian  faction,  and  on  the  5th  Oflober  179I5  when 
the  accufation  agalnfl  its  chief  was  got  rid  of,  by 
"  the  order  of  the  day,"  divefling  himfelf  of  the 
cliaracler  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  he  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  as  a  petitioner  and  accufer. 

Being  attached  to  a  democratical  form  of  govern- 
ment, he  was  alfo  the  open  ^o^  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  repeatedly  denounced  him  as  a  man  aim- 
ing at  the  throne. 

When  the  aflembly  had  refolved  to  enquire  into 
the  mifconducl  of  the  king,  it  was  he  who  prefept- 
ed  the  catalogue  of  his  fuppofed  crimes.  On  the 
trial  ^he  boafted  that  he. had  co-operated  in  the  down- 
fal  of  the  throne,  and  protefted  that  "  the  tyrant  was 
odious  to  him  j"  but  notwithftanding  this  he  voted 
for  the  appeal  to  the  people  *. 

*  "Le  ferment  que  j'ai  prete  dans  raflcmblee  eledorale  des 
Boucbes-du-Rhone,  de  juger  a  moit  Louis  Capet,  n'exclut  pas  la 
fanftion  du  peuplc :  je  vote  done  pour.cette  fanftion,  parpe  qu'il 
eft  terns  que  le  peuple  dcs  84  departemcns  exercc  fa  Souverainete, 
et  qu'il  ccrafe,  par  la  manifeftation  de  fa  volonte  fupreme,  une 
fadion  »u  milieu  de  laquelle  je  vois  Philippe  d'Oricans,  et  que  je 
denonce  a  la  republique,  en  me  vouant  avcc  tranquillite  aux  poig» 
raids  dcs  ^iTaiTins. 

J'ajoute  que,  comme  dans  des  terns  orageux  rhomme  n'eA  pai 
fur  dc  vivre  ie  Undtmain,  je  dois  a  moi-meme,  declarer,  que  1« 
tyran  m'eft  odieux ;  que  j'ai  fortement  coopcre  a  le .repverfer  di» 
tione,  tt  que  je  piononceiai  centre  lui  h  peine  h  fSplug  Ycrc.  J* 
<iis  ;  O.l  J.'» 

D  Oil 
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On  the  31ft  of  May,  1793,,  Baibaroux  was  in- 
cluded amoiig  the  profcribtd  Brifibtines,  and  arrefted 
in  Paris,  but  he  found  meaiis  to  efcape  fiom  his 
keepers,  and  flying  to  Caen,  afTiftsd  Goil^?,  and  fe- 
veral  other  reprcfentatives,  in  organizing  the  infur- 
gent. departments  in  the  weft. 

Having  foon  difcovered,  however,  that  Wimpfen 
and  Puifaye,  wifhed  them  to  negociate  with  Eiigland, 
and  that  the  new  conftitution  v^as  accepted  even  by 
the  primary  afiembli-es  of  the  infurgent  departments, 
Baibaroux,  Lou  vet,  Pethion,  Guadet,  &c.  repaired 
with  a  battalion  of  Bretons,  to-Dol,  v/ith  an  inten- 
tion of  reaching  Qulmper,  and  procuring  a  pallage  to 
Bourdeaux,  which  ftiii  defied  the  power  and  the 
threats  oi  tht  mountain, 

.On  the  road  Barbaroux  was  feized  with  the  fmall- 
pox,  but  being  carefully  concealed  and  tenderly  iiurf- 
ed,  he  recovered  and  rejcined  his  companions  in  the 
department  of  the  Glronde. 

They  foonlearned,however5  that  Bourdeaux  had  been 
fubdued  by, their  enemies,  and  that  all  their  friends  were 
cither  arrefted  or  driven  iflto  exile.  In  this  unhappy 
dilemma,  they  were  obliged  for  their  ov/n  preferva* 
lion,' to  betake  themfelves  to  infiant  flight,  and  after 
crofHng  the  Doidogne  in  a  ferry  boat,  with, a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  at  their  heels,  they  found  it  abfo- 
Ki'-.ely  necefiary  to  divide,  in  order  to  efcjpe  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  en^my. 

„,  On   this,  occafion,  Baibaroux  ai^d  Valady  joined 

\    avetr;  the  former  uas    'o  pafs   foi    a  p.ofefior  of 

-v^^&yy-i     in    which    fcience    he    was  'eii.i-V':;t!y 

8  .fkilful' 
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fkilful,  and  his  companions  for  two  merchants,  tra- 
velling along  with  him,  in  order  to  fp^culate  on  the 
mines  he  might  difcover  !  This  ftory,  however, 
oil  refledtion,  appearing  too  abfurd  to  acquire  any 
degree  of  credibility,  they  threw  themfelves  on  the 
humanity  of  a  conftitutional  prieft,  who  afforded 
them  flieltsr  lor  ieveral  days. 

At  the  end  of  that  period  they  were  obliged  to 
take,  refuge  in  a  hay-loft,  where,  being  expofed  to 
want,  and  continually  afraid  of  detsdtion,  Barbaroux 
refolved  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  j  but  he  was  pre- 
vented by  one  of  his  friends,  v/ho  by  recalling  the 
image  of  his  fond  and  venerable  mother,  faved  him 
from  defpair. 

At  length  Louvct  determined  to  brave  all  dan- 
gers, and  repnlr  by  himfclf  to  the  capital  *.  On 
D  2  this, 


*  *'Noos  touchions  ccpendant  a  Tepcque  critique,  Jl  vtnoit 
de  1  u ire  k  jour  fatal,  le  joiir  d'une  reparation  longue,  et  peut-ctic 
eterr.elle  entre  des  hommes  a  jamais  etroitement  lies  par  tout  ce 
que  r^mitie  tendre.  la  vertu  pure,  et  une  infortune  vraiment  faint* 
ont  de  plus  refpedlahle.  Nous  fortions  de  notre  afyie  ;  nous  noui 
fepan'ons  en  deux  parts,  qui  fe  fubdiviferoient  bientor. 

Barharcux  qui,  depuis  Caen,  avoit  couru  prefqu?  toutes  lei 
memes  avcntures  que  moi  ;  Barbaroux  defoie  de  me  quitter  autant 
que  je  I'ctoit  de  le  perdre,  paflbit  du  cott  de  Buzot  et  de  Pethion, 

Tous  trois  ih  allolent  a  quelques  iieues  de-la,  vers  !a  mer,  cher- 
cher  un  afyle  incertain  5  avec  quelle  douleur  nous  nous  fimes  nos 
adieux  !  pauvre  Buzot,  il  emportoit  au  fond  du  coeur  des  cha- 
grins bien  amers,  que,  je  cor.noiflbls  feul,.  et  que  je  ne  dois 
jamais  reveler.  Mais  Pethion,  le  tranquiile  Ptthion,  comme  il 
etpit  deja  change  !  combien  le  calme  de  fon  ame,  &  la  fcreni.e  de  fa 
fiSure  s'etoit;  alteres,  depuis  que  i'efclavage  defa  patrie  n'etoit  plus 

douteux. 
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this,  Barbaroux,  afTcciating  with  Buzot  and  Pcthiofi, 
tcfolved  to  travel  towards  the  fea  coail,  in  order  to 
obtain  fuflenance,  and  if  poilible  to  ciTed  their  ef- 
cape. 

Their  adventures  from  this  moment  are  unknown. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  they  were  expofed  to 
frefli  calamities,  whence  Barbaroux  was  at  length 
extricated,  by  a  comparatively,  merciful  death;  for 
having  been  feized,  he  was  carried  to  Bourdeaux,  and 
there  executed. 

Barbaroux  was  a  tall  young  man,  about  fix  (eet 
French  meafure,  in  height.  His  perfon  and  his  mind 
were  equally  accomplifhed.  He  was  a  zealot  of 
liberty,  and  (o  firmly  was  he  attached  to  a  govern- 
ment by  a  commonwealth,  that  he  had  formed  the 
projetH:,  in  cafe  the  north  of  France  fhouW  be  fub- 
dued  by  the  combined  powers,  to  creel  the  fouth  iiito 

Was  originally  of  German  extraction,  and  bein'g 
oF  a  fanguinc  temperament,  betook  himfelf  to  the 
profeilion  of  arms.     It  was  his  good  fortune  to  ferve 

ck>uteux,  c'.epuis  que  la  nouvclle  de  rtmpvilbnnemtnt  ^es  foixantc 
quinzc  &  du  fuppUce  de  no:  jwiis,  nous  etoit  parvenue.  Et  mon 
clur  Barbaroux,  comme  il  fuffroit !  Je  u'oublieiai  point  fes  der- 
riercs  paroles  :  en  ^utlquei  iicux  que  tu  trotryes  ma  mere,  tacbes  dc 
iut  tenlr  lieu  de  jon  fh  J  jt  te  promets  dt  rdwr  irSmt  une  recount 
*^ut  }t  m  partcgt  a-vcc  ta  fcmmc,  ft  U  bafard  veut  que  je  la  rcrucnti  c 
^' »»««»»." 

Siuelques  NifH.'J  pour  I'Hfttirc  Par  J.  B.  Loui-rt. 

witii . 
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with  Buonaparte,  and  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  on  feve- 
ral  memorable  occafions.  Under  fuch  a  commander, 
this  was  a  fufEcient  recommendation,  and  we  ac- 
'  cordingly  find  him,  although  a  very  young  man,  ad- 
vancing rapidly  to  the  rank  of  general. 

No  fooner  was  the  vaunting  projedl  of  an  army 
of  England  conceived,  than  he  was  pointed  out,  on 
account  of  his  intrepidity  and  knowledge,  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  command  the  brigades  of  grenadiers,  The 
interval  between  his  nomination  and  the  pprlod  cf 
action,  was  confccrated  to  love. 

He  accordingly  repaired  ta  Rome,  renewed  his 
addrefle-s  to  the  fifler  of  Aiadame  Buonaparte,  the 
wife  of  the  ambaflador  of  that  name,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  being  married  to  her,  an  early  day  having 
been  fixed  for  this  purpofe,  when  an  event  occurred 
that  changed  the  fate  of  Italy,  and  put  a  period  to  all 
his  awn  fchemes  refpccling  both  war  and  matrimony. 

Early  in  1797,  a  feditiofi  took  place,  and  was  quel- 
led at  Rome.  This  was  cunfidered  by  fome  as  an  / 
Italian  artifice^  \n  order  to  give  vent  to  the  popular 
refentment,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  endanger  the 
flate.  Another  cloud  being  likely  to  obicure  the 
capitol ;  frefli  conductors  to  draw  cfF  the  electrick 
matter,  are  faid  to  have  been  found  in  the  perfons  of  a 
few  of  the  creatures  of  government.  The  experiment 
at  firft  appeared  to  proraife  fuccefs,  but  it  has  oc- 
cafioned  the  fubverfion.  not  only  of  the  metropolis,  but 
of  all  the  fecular  dommions  of  the  Holy  See. 

On  the  9th  Nivofe,  which  anfwcrs  to  December - 
29th  1797,  a  crowd  havbig  aiTembled  before  the  hotel. 

D3  of 
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of  the  embafTy  of  France,  the  people  were  requefted 
to  retire  by  the  fecretary  and  other  officers  of  the 
houfehold.  A  detachment  of  the  Pope's  guards  foon 
after  made  its  appearance,  and  even  occupied  the 
c^ourt-yard.  On  thi?,  the  mir.ifter,  Buonaparte,  hp.v- 
ing  clothed  himfelf  in  his  official  robe  and  fcarf, 
commanded  the  troops  to  retire,  and  threatened  them 
with  vengeance  if  they  did  not  refpe£t  "  the  palace 
of  the  republick."  Duphoz  accuftomed  to  a  military 
life,  in  which  he  had  braved  every  danger  with 
impunity,  ruflied  among  the  foldiery,  and  begged 
them  to  defift.  But  it  was  no  longer  the  brave 
Germans,  but  the  degenerate  Italians"  that  he  had 
now  to  contend  with,  and  accordingly,  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  bafely  and  deliberately  afTailinated. 

The  cruelty  of  the  Venetian  government  to  the 
French  troops  in  their  hcfpitals,  afforded  a  pretext  to 
erafe  that  (late  from  the  lift  of  independent  na- 
tions, and  the  condu6^  of  the  Roman  government 
gave  but  too  fair  an  opportunity  for  a  victorious  na- 
tion, to  alter  the  deftiny  of  Rome,  and  give  a  new 
mafter  to  a  city  that  once  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  th« 
world  *. 


*  II  wo.Wd  be  unfair  to  omit  that  the  popular  ccmnvotion  at 
Rome  has  been  attributed  to  the  arts  of  the  French  AmbafTador  :  it 
feems  more  likely,  howtver,  that  the  French  only  profited  by  fo  fa» 
■vourablc  an  opportunity,  to  fatiate  theh-  love  of  dominion. 


CUIK- 
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CUINGUENE, 

Better  known  for  his  literary  than  his  leglflatlve 
talents,  is  one  of  the  many  men  of  letters  in  France 
who  have  diflinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  writings 
in  favour  of  libirtv,  and  their  actions  in  fupport  of 
the  revolution.  Like  them  too,  he  entertains  a  ve- 
neration, nearly  bordering  on  idolatry,  for  the  me- 
mory of  Rouffeau. 

"  Genius  is  avenged  !  "  he  exclaims,  "  the  French 
nation  has  vindicated  itfelf  in  the  face  of  Europe! 
it  has  decreed  a  flatue  to  the  author  of  the  Social 
Contracl:,  and  enabled  that  his  widow  ihall  be  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  the  ftate.  This  recom- 
pence,  after  the  ancient  ftyle,  is  at  once  worthy  of 
a  people  to  whom  the  ancients  are  no  longer  a 
fource  of  envy,  nnce  they  have  become  free;  and 
of  a  great  man  who  was  the  object  of  defpotick  per- 
fecution,  only  becaufe  he  endeavoured  to  recall  na- 
tions to  the  enjoyment  of  their  primeval  liberty. 

"  I  ofFer  my  mite  of  incenfe  at  the  foot  of  his 
ftatue.  Shall  fcience,  of  which  he  lias  been  fo  dif- 
tlngulfhed  an  ornament,  alihough  he  has  declaimed 
fo  much  ajainft  it— ftiall  fcience  be  mute  in  his 
praife,  after  a  revolution  fo  propitious  to  his  glory? 
Long  before  our  legiflators  had  decreed  him  pubjick 
honours,  they  had  already  adopted  the  greater  part 
of  his  principles,  and  frequently  mentioned  his  name 
with  refpedl :  our  arafts  had  almoil  exhaufted  their 
induftry,  in  ereding  monuments  for  him  -,  our  pa- 
trio  tick 
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triotick  youth  had  carried  his  effigy  In  triumph 
around  the  ruins  of  that  Baftille  which,  but  for  his 
efforts,  perhaps  would  have  been  yet  ftanding  ! 

"  This  is  not  the  only  homage  they  Have-paid 'him. 
On  receiving  Intelligence  of  the  event,  a  Gomp-any 
of  young  men,  who  had  afTociated  under  the  intereft- 
ing  title  of  Friends  to  the  InJirucUr  of  E?n(liuSy 
unafiimouily  entered  into  the  following  refolutions: 

"  ill.  That  the  decree  of  the  national  aflembly 
be  perpetuated  on  a  column  of  marble.  And,  2dly, 
That  a  deputation  of  Tix  youths  repair  to  Ermenon- 
ville,  in  the  ifle  ofPopUrs,  the  refting-place  of  this 
man  of  truth  and  nature,  to  fix  the  engraved  de- 
cree at  the  entrance  of  his  maufoleum,  and  place 
a-  bough  of  olive,  and  a  crown^of  laurel  on  his 
tomb  !  '* 

Guinguene,  along  wi-th  Marmontel,  fmce  dead, 
aiid  Delille,  Ducis,  and  Fontaine,  has  been  appoint- 
ed a  profefibr  of  Belles  Letiresin  les  Ecoles  Centrales 
of  Paris.  The  way  they  were  chofen-muft  be  con- 
feffcd  to  have  been  truly  cioyel  :  it  was  by  means  of 
a  jury,  who  fclecled  them  from  tr^e  other  candir- 
dates. 

Guinguene  is  well  aware  of  th^  importance  of. 
his  new  office  in  a  commonwealth,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  this  enlightened  inflruclor  will  en- 
deavour to  render  his  difciples  virtuous  and  able  ci- 
tizens. 
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GENERAL    POGGE. 

Oftend  of  courfe  participated  In  the  fate  of  the 
reft  of  Auflrian  Flanders,  and  yielded  to  the  arms  of 
France.  The  enemy  entered  the  country  in  every 
poiTible  direction,  fomeby  land,  feme  by  water, and  in 
the  courfe  of  a  fmgle  night  a  little  army  arrived,. and 
difembarked  from  the  neighbouring  canals.  Its  ar- 
rival, indeed,  was  fo  fudden  and  unexpected,  that 
the  men  appeared  to  have  actually  dropped  from-  the 
clouds. — No  avant' couriers^  no  quarter -mailers  ge- 
neral— not  a  fmgle  ofEcer  cf  the  etat-major  pre- 
-ceded,  to  announce  the  event,  procure  billets,  mark 
out  encampments,  or  provide  forage. 

There  v^^ere  neither  boats  nor  v^aggons  loaded 
with  provifions  to  accompany;  no  baggage  follov/ed. 
The  officers  and  foldiers  carried  every  thing  along 
with  them,  literally  on  their  backs.  As  you  looked 
tov/ards  the  rear,  you  beheld  knapfacks  no  larger 
than"  thofe^  em  ployed  during  a  field-d.iy  in  Hyde- 
park  ;  wKen'  you  furveyed  the  front  rank,  you  could 
alone  di (cover  preparations' for  a  march,  the  bayonets 
being  employed  as  fkewers  to  fupport  pieces  of  flefh 
and  loaves  of  bread,  which  were  ftuck  on  fantaflii* 
cally,  and  exhibiting  the  idea  of  a  foreft  hung  with 
provifions, 'fj'emed' to  bid 'ifefiance  to  the  rapacity  of 
Qontractors  !  '  . 

Such  a  body  of  troops,  fo  cheerful,  yet  fo  fcant'ly 
fupplied,  appeared  as  if  determined  to  conquer. 

The  officers  and  men  joked  with  one  another,,  all 
leemeJ  anarcirv^j  there  appeared  to  be  neither  order. 
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difciplinc,  fuboidinution,  nor  gradation  of  ranks.     A 
captain,  who  had  the  word  Citoyen  conilantly  in  his 
mouth,  was  jocularly  told  to  be  filcat  by  a  private,, 
as    he    had    been    only    a  procureur^    and    not    an- 
evocat  *. 

That  very  night  a  iamhour  (a  drummer)  was  {ztw 
playing  at  billiards  with  the  colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  high  words  enfuing,  the  man  of  parchment 
obliged  his  commanding  officer  to  heat  a  retreat, 
"  At  length  the  hour  for  the  Jacobin  club  arrived^ 
and  the  ofHcers  and  foldicrs  zxw^xc^  peU-meU^ 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  evening,  the  municipality 
was  fummoned  to  hold  a  seance^  by  the  commandant  of 
Oftend.  It  was  an  important  period;  Louis  XVL 
ivas  a  prifoner,  and  his  fate  was  as  yet  undecided.-— 
It  v/as  accordingly  imagined  that  feme  intelUgence 
connected  with  that  event  was  about  to  be  difclofeJ, 
and  accordingly  the  hall  and  galleries  were  foon  filled.. 


•  Whoever  might  imaghie  from  thi$,  that  fuch  manners  are  in^ 
competent  with  authority,  had  only  to  attend  a  French  parade  at 
that  period,  to  be  convinced  of  the  contrary.  The  badinage  un- 
doubtedly flew  from  right  to  left,  from  the  wings  to  the  centre, 
from  the  rear  to  the  front  rank  ;  but  no  foor.er  was  the  wot^  oi 
comniand  given,  than  they  ail  drefed  to  the  right,  and  each  battalion 
preferved  the  flridtlt  liience.  In  adioii  it  is  otherv/ife  :  the  Ca  Ir-a 
and  the  Marfeil/ois  become  the  fas  de  ch(irge,  and  in  this  tliey  imitate 
the  Greeks  rather  than  the  Romans,  for  the  veteran  legions  of  the 
latter,  always  afFc^ed' to  defp  fe  the  /bouts  employed  by  the  Bar- 
barians, when  they  joined  battie,  aod  received  them  with  a  d  jath- 
like  (ilerce.  The  Greeks  on  t!ie  contrary,  advanced  to  the  combat 
Cn|ing  hymns  to  liberty. 
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Pogge,  formerly  a  martchal-f errant  (in  plain 
Englifh  -^  farrier)  and  who  had  rifen  to  his  preiei.t 
rank  by  his  fmgular  intrepidity,  now  enters  with  an 
important  air,  furroundcd  by  his  aides^des  camfs^  and 
after  infilling  for  forae  time  on  the  mult'plicity  o^x. 
b'jfinefs  incident  to  his  nev/  oilice,  demands  a  fecre- 
tary;  for,  adds  he,  with  a  great  fiankncfs, — "  J^J^'-^^^ 
un  hov.g — re. — m — nt Ion  foldnt^  ??iais  maiivah  hr'i- 

vain  /"     "  I  am  a  d d  jro£td  foldier,  but  a  bad 

penman ! " 
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The  name  of  this  great  man,  alike  dear  to  liberty 
and  the  fciences,  can  never  be  pronounced  without 
exciting  a  variety  of  melancholy  fenfations.  After 
the  death  of  his  friends  and  preceptors,  Voltairej 
Bufton,  D'Alembert,  &c.  who  fhone  like  {o  many 
brilliant; {tars  in  the  galaxy  of  French  literature,  he 
wasconfidered  as  tliC  chief  of  thaphilofophers  of  his 
native  country.  His  character  threw  a  luilre  even 
on  the  revolution,  and  defied  the  fiander  of  thofe  who 
aflerted  that  great  event  to  have  been  produced  ar.d 
fupported  by  mean  and  Ibrdid  minds;  but  his  death 
gratified  their  malice,  as  it  enabled  them  to  maintain 
thr.t  neither  virtue,  nor  talents,  nor  patnorifm,  were 
iacred  from  the  furor  of  revolutionary  dcftru£tion. 

:M.  do  Caritat,.  ibnnerly  J/^r^t7/i  de  Condorcet^ 
y/as  defccnded  from  an  ancient  fan^idy.  He  had  ad- 
cicted  iiimfelf  from  hi^  youth  to  iludyj  and  as  men 

of 
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of  genius  generally  anticipate  the  age  In  which  they 
live,  the  conftitutional  monarchy  found  him  a  citizen 
already  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  at  the 
fall  of  the  fhrone,  the  people  in  him  beheld  a  zealous 
and  difintereftcd  republican. 

Condorcet  v/as  the  fcholar  of  D*Alembert.  Under 
fhat  great  maftcr,  Av'ho  predicled  his  future  celebrity, 
he  applied  hinifelf  to  mathcmaticks,  and  in  1767 
publifhed  his  firft  work,  "  Eflai  d'"Analyfe."  His 
fecond,  under  the  title  of  "  Rechcrches  furle  calcui 
integral,"  added  to  his  former  fame,  and  obtained  for 
him  the  reputation  of  a  mathematician  of  the  firfl 
clafs.  The  fame  of  his  talents  at  length  attra6led 
the  attention  of  government,  and  under  the  phllofo- 
phical  adminift ration  of  M,  de  Turgot,  he  was  fe- 
le6led,  along  with  D'Alembert  and  BofTut,  to  aiTift 
that  great  miniiler  in  all  the  political  operations 
which  required  an  extenfive  knowledge  -of  mathe- 
ir.aticks. 

A  chafm  intervenes  in  his  literaryiife,'between  the 
years  1775  and  t*]Zi^  during  which  he  publifhed 
nothing,  except  a  few  difl'ertations  inferted  in  the 
Tranfa6lions  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  He,  how- 
ever, was  not  idle;  for,  after  having  enfured  the  re- 
putation of  one  cf  the  greatefl  mathematicians  of  his 
age,  he  applied  himfcif  to  other  branches  of  fciencq, 
and  efpecially  to  mctaphyficks  and  politicks. 

The  firft  remarkable  publication  of  M.  Condorcet, 
after  thofe  we  have  already  enumerated,  was  the 
ipeech  prcnourxed  by  rim  at  his  reception  into  the 
French  academy,  in  February  1782.  In  this  ela- 
borate 
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t>orate  prcdui5\Ion  he  exhibited  the  refult  of  that  In- 
efrimable  philofophy  which  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
friends  and  mafters,  and  prefented  a  complete  ana- 
Ivfis  of  the  prefent  flate  of  the  human  mind. 

*' Defcartes*,"  fays  he,  in  this  celebrated  produc- 
tion, "  n'jvoit  reveie  la  verite  qu'aux  fages.    Bacon, 
Mallebranche,  Grotiiis,  BofTuet,  Pufchal,  Sec.  n'a- 
voient  prefente  jufqu'alcrs  que  des  idees  ct  des  prin- 
cipes   deccufus:    C*pft  iians  ce  lie.cle  que   pour  Li 
premiere  foiss  'eft  •developj:)e  le  fyfteme  general  des 
principes  de  nos   connoiiTances  .  .  .....  la  raifon  a 

cte  aux  prlfes  avcc  rerreur  et  Tigncrance,  mais  nous 
i'avons  vuc  fortir  viclqripufe:  pnflnja  verite  a  vaincu, 


*  DeOaite?  reveaktl  trut^^-to  jt^ie  ,\vi&  alone.  Bacon,  M:ul?- 
branche,  Grotius,  Boffuet,  Pafchal,  ^.  had.  until  then,  prefent- 
eH  us  uith  nothing  biit  crudw  iaeas  and  principles!  "  It  is  dunn? 
our  o\tn  agey  tiiat  the  gcficra!  fyftem  of -pfinciples- which  lead  to 
oiw  attaii\ments,,  has,  hc^n  fQi; ', t^e  .fipft  ti?ne.  developed. 

Ref:fon  was  at  war  wiih  erwur  and  igr.orance,  but  we  have  at 
Jengrh  beheld  her  return  Yidlorious  from  the  comhati  in  Ihort, 
*'?£ruth  hath  Conttuered/  -and  the'  world  is  fave^'.     '    """' 

We  now  beh^d  our  very  ycmth,  •v«;t4ng  in  thei-nfelves,  more  real 

k!f)wiedge  than— I  will  not  fay  the  gfeatefttnea-oi  ant-iquity bur 

eNjtn  tisofc  of  tiic  ijth-centory,  could  have  aGqjuired-by  ioRg  con- 
t^Tiued  labours. 

Diredled  by  phllofopliy,  man  in  a  fhort  time  wijl  no  longer  have 
ftcafion  to  iiflen  to  any  tlnng'but  the  language  of  his  hear't,  and  his 
feafon,  in  order  to  fuihl,  ingm  natural  inctin^ion^  tLs  (^ine  dutlt-, 
vhlch  now  occafion  fo  many  eif^rts  aad,%j-ific«3..  rMAn/.becfl^iii  g 
In  fo;ne  n^eafure  an  autpmatm,  under  the  empirer  of,g€n:i?s,  v/iU 
praaisc  the  greatell  virtues,  in'  the  fame  manner  as  by  aid  of 
machines,  a  workm?ji  can  now  produce  a  mafter-pieceofingeniiity,. 
Nvithout  exliibiting  any  degree  of  iEtelli^tnce  or  addrcfii, 

E  -Vt 
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ct  Ic  monde  efl  fauve.  Nous  voyons  une  jeune/Ie 
reunifTant  plus  de  connoifTanccs  reelles  que  n'ont  pu 
en  acquerir,  par  de  longs  travaux,  les  plus  grands 
hommes,  je  ne  dis  pas  de  rantiquite,  mais  meme  du 

dix-feptieme  fiecle DirJge  par  la  philofophie, 

rhomme  n'aura  befoin  que  d'ecouter  la  voix  de  Ton 
cceur  et  de  faraironj  pour  remplir,  par  un  penchant 
nature],  les  memes  devoirs  qui  lui  coutent  aujourd'hui 
des  efTorts  et  des  facriflces L*homme  au- 
tomate fous  Tempire  du  genie,  pratiquera  Ics  plus 
grandes  vcrtus,  comme  a  I'aide  des  machines,  un 
ouvrier  execute  fans  intelligence  et  fans  adreflc  des 
chefs- d'oeuvres." 

While  D'Alembert  was  iHll  fecretary  to  the 
French  academy,  Condorcet  had  been  appointed  his 
fuxcelTor,  and  when  that  illuftrious  philofopher 
happened  to  die,  in^^the  year  1783,  he  fulfilled 
nil  the  duties  of  that  office.  This  opened  a  new 
ileld  to  his  talents  ;  for  he  now  emplo)'^d  his  pen  in 
•writing  the  eloges  of  his  deceafed  colleagues. 

Every  one  knows  how  much  the  French  I'lteiati 
have  excelled  in  this  fpecies  of  biography,  and  it  is 
likewife  known  how  much  it  has  been  improved 
from  one  generation  to  another. 

Fontenelle,  Thomas,  D'Alembert,  had  furpafied 
each  other  in  their  turn,  and  it  was  refer ved  for  thcj 
'^lory  of  Condorcet' to  excel  his  three  illuftrious  pre- 
decefibrs,  by  uniting  the  eloquence  of  Thomas  with 
the  philofophy  of  D'Alembert.  His  firfl  fpecimen, 
dedicated  to  the  memory  cf  his  friend  and  preceptor, 

was 


CUNDORCET,  39 

was  recited  before  the  academy,  in  the  year  1784; 
the  eulogium  of  the  celebrated  mathematician  Euler 
was  delivered  in  1785. 

Were  mathematicks  a  favourite  purfuit  with  the 
generality  of  readers,  we  ftiould  enter  into  forne  de- 
tails relative  to  thefe  two  mafter-pieces  of  biogra- 
phy. We  cannot  refrain,  however,  from  taking  no^ 
i'iCc  of  tv/o  fublime  pafTages. 

M.  D'Alembert  was  a  baftardj  and  elevated  in  the 
foundling  hofpltal : 

"  IFhat  is  that^''  fays  his  biographer,  "  to  a  great 
man?  His  true  ancefiors  are  thfe  who  have  preced- 
ed him  in  the  career  of  genius  i  his  pojlerity  are 
ihofe  ivho  imitate  him!^^ 

Speaking  of  Euler,  the  author  of  many  important 
difcoverics  : 

"  This  is  the  man,*'  fays  Condorcet,  "  who  has 
repaired  the  honour  of  the  continent^  which  until  his 
time^  had  no  one  to  oppofe  to  Newton,^'' 

l^he  fuccefs  obtained  in  this  new  line,  prompted 
Condorcet  to  prcfent  the  publick  with  intercil- 
ing  lives  of  other  eminent  peifcns  of  his  own 
age,  and  in  the  year  1786,  he  publithed  ^ViO.  eloge  of 
the  famous  ccmptroiler  general  Turgor,  in  two  fmall 
volumes  8vo.  This  work  is  not  futHciently  knov/n 
in  England,  although  it  mud  be  allowed  to  be  a 
fmgular  one  in  every  point  of  view,  for  it  exhibi'iS 
the  life  of  an  amiable  and  philanthropick  financier. 
M.  de  Turgot  was  a  great  philofopher,  and  author 
of  many  metaphyfical  articles  in  the  encyclopedia. 
He  was  alfo  celebrated  in  France  on  account  of  his 
E  2  metho- 
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n^.ethodical  and  fyftematical  fpirlt.  He  had  zttempt^ 
ed,  fays  Condorcet,  to  carry  into  execution  the 
advice  of  Lord  Bacon,  "  notiones  communes  penitus 
iib.jlere,  titque  intx2lle6):um  abrafum  et  aequum  ad 
paiticubria  de  integro  applicarc/'  and  he  had  been 
i'o  far  fuccefsful  in  attaining  this,,  that  he  was  heard 
to  fay  more  than  once,  '*  that  he  had  acquired  a 
fyfcematical  range  of  thoughts,  connected  with  each 
other  in  an  indiflblable  chain,  from  v/hich  it  was 
hardly  p-./T:  ble  fur  him  to  detach  a  fmgle  link  with- 
out endangering  the  whole." 

"  A  man  like  this,"  adds  Condorcet,  "  v/as  noe 
v.'c-came  at  the  court  of  Ferfailles^  and  when  h« 
c-.red  to  ruih  into  the  den  of  thofe  monjlen  who  riot 
$n  the  French  finances^  he  v.  as  devoured  by  them*^ 

Voltaire  who  was  an  admirer  of  Turgot,  and  v/ho, 
on  vifiting  him  at  Paris,  ran  towards  him  in  a  kind 
cf  ecilacy,  crying — "  laiJje%-7noi  baifer  la  main  qui 
a  ftgne  le  falut  du  peuple  *;"  foon  after  his  difgrace 
confoledhim  with  a  beautiful  poem  entitled,"  Epitre 
a  ua  hommt:." 

T^o  m.an  was  more  worthy  of  fjch  a  biographer 
tivan  Voltaire  himieif,  the  glory  of  the  French  lite- 
rature. Accordingly,  Condorcet  publiHied  his  life  in 
the  year  1787. 

This  new  work  not  only  furpaficd  rJl  the  preced- 
ing ones  of  the  fame  author,-  but  every  other  of  the 
fame  kindj  in  eii;her,  ancient  or  modern  times  j  and 

• ^ -•    -d.(     -— — ■ ^ 

*  "Permit  me  to  kifs  the  hand  that  has  figned  the  falvation  of 
the  pccple." 

had 
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had  Voltaire  himfelf  been  alive,  he  would  have  felt 
that  even  his  celebrated  attempts  fell  fhort  of  his 
own  life.  Until  then  the  hiftory  of  Charles  the 
Xil.  of  Sweden,  was  generally  thought  the  beft 
piece  of  biography  in  exiftence.  It  w^s  (o  no  more 
after  the  labours  of  Condorcet. 

The  work  in  queftion,  being  very  well  known  in 
this  country,  it  would  be  unnecefTary  to  trouble  the 
publick  with  any  particulars  concerning  it.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  it  exhibits  a 
finifhed  p!6ture  of  the  improvements  of  the  prefent 
age,  for  the  exertions  of  Voltaire,  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  general  progrefs  of  the  human 
mind,  during  the  i8th  century  :  the  author^  indeetl, , 
fully  demonftrated  the  truth  of  the  motto  prefixed' 
by  him  from  the  tragedy  of  "  Les  Druides :" 

*'  L'exemple  d'un  grand  homme  eft:  le  flambeau  facre, 
"  Q^e  ie  ciei  bicinfaifant,  dans  cette  nuit  profonde, 
'♦   A^lume,quelquefois  pour  le  bonheur  du  monde  !" 

After  having  v/ritten  the  dife  of  the  immortal  Vol-  ■ 
taire,  Condorcet  might   have  flopped  in  his  career,  ; 
but  there  was  another  eminent  character  who  now 
fblicited  and  defcrved  his  attention. 

In  the  publick  fitting  of  the  academy  of  fciences,  , 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1790,  he  recited  the  eulo- 
gjum  of  Franklin,  with  the  well  known  motto  ; 
**  Eripult  ccelo  fulmen,  mox  fcaeptra  tyrannis  " 

This  publication,  however,  experienced  but  little  ■ 

fuccefs.   It  was  allovi'ed,  indeed,  to  be  worthy  a  fecre-  - 

tary  of  the  academy,  and  every  one  acknowledged 

that  Condorcet  h^^d  given  a  cgncife  review  of  Dr/. 

E  3_,  Franklin's^ 
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Franklin's  exertions  in  favour  of  philofophy,  of  man- 
kind, and  of  his  native  country.  But  it  was  rema.k- 
ecj  at  the  fame  lime,  t!;at  the  ideas  were  not  always  ex- 
prefled  with  fulficlent  neatnefs  of  ftyle,  and  eleganc* 
of  phrafeology. 

It  was  now  high  time  for  Condorcet  to  exhibit 
liis  abilities  in  politicks.  He  accordingly  brought 
fjrth  a  new  edition  of  Smith's  inquiry  into  the 
"  Wealth  of  Nations,"  to  which  he  added  his  own 
Jiates.  "  This,"  fays  he,  "  which  the  Engliih  call 
the  firil  of  books,  obtained  in  France,  the  approba- 
tion of  a  fmall  number  of  adepts.  Smith  was  the 
teacher  of  a  myfterious  fcience,  whofe  improvements 
the  tyrrg;its  were  greatly  defirous  to  ftop,  for  they 
were  interefled  to  prevent- thei^rfubj eels  from  found- 
ing the  depth  of  publick  economy.  Our  revolution 
has  placed  Smith  in  his  true  apogeum.  Political 
economy  is  now  an  eafy  fcience,  the  comforting  di- 
vinity of  the  devotees  of  liberty,  and  the  antidote  of 
that  deftrucirive  art,  which  under  the  name  of  finance, 
formerly  overturned  the  foundations  of  publick  hap- 
pinefs,  and  undermined  the  iacred  principles  of  equa- 
lity." 

It  might  appear  aftonifhing,  notwithftanding  fo 
many  fmgular  merits,  that  Gondorcet  was  not  api 
pointed  a  deputy  to  the  (lates^general,  if  we  did  not 
know,  that  but  few  v/ere  ele6i:ed  on  that  occafion, 
who  happened  to  be  either  in  the  fervice  of  the 
court,  or  enjoyed  places  and  penfions  under  the  old 
government. 

But 


CONDORGET.  43 

But  while  the  firft  edition  of  the  French  patriots 
performed  the  greateft  fervices  to  their  native  coun- 
try, in  the  national  aflembly,  Condorcet  dedicated 
his  pen  to  the  promotion  of  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  in  confequence  of  his  zeal^  was  nominated  a 
reprefentative  in  the  fecond  legiHature.  In  the  mean 
time  he  beftowed  all  his  lelfure  moments  on  the 
celebrated  work  entitled,  "  La  Bibliotheque  de 
Vhornme  Public'^  This  publication  was  intended  as 
an  analyfis  of  all  the  political  writers  from  Xeno- 
phon  to  Raynal  ;  and  Condorcet,  in  addition  to  his 
own  labours,  had  invoked  the  affiftance  of  the  learned 
civilian  La  Croix,  M.  Peyflbnell,  formerly  conful 
in  the  Crimea,  author  of  the  Commerce  de  la  Mer^ 
Noire^  Sec.  and  other  eminent  men.  He  himfelf 
however,  was  the  chief  conductor  of  the  work,  in 
v/hlch  he  alfo  interfperfed  now  and  then,  fome  fhort 
eflays,  and  dliTertatlons  »of  his  own. 

After  the  Bibliotheque  de  Vhomine  Public^  he  pub« 
liilied,  in  the  year  1791,  two  very  celebrated  me- 
moirs on  pubilck  in{tru6lion  ;  in  one  of  thefe  he 
fupported  his  beloved  principle,  that  mankind  was 
perfe6table  in  infinitum  \  in  the  other  he  pointed  out 
the  execution  of  this  plan  in  a  free  nation.  If  the 
prefent  mode  of  organizing  publick  fchools,  and  the 
national  inftitute  in  France,  fliould  prove  beneficial 
to  the  republlck,  it  ftands  indebted  for  both  to  the  fu- 
perlour  mind  of  Condorcet.  It  was  he  who  was  the 
firil  to  conceive  the  idea  of  the  fgur  diftinct  degrees 
of  inftrudion ; 

jft.  For 
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I  ft.  Fdr  villages  ; 

2d.  For  diftrlds  j 

3d.  For  departments ;. 

And,  4th.  For  the  metropolis. 

It  is  likewife  owing  to  him,  that  the  project  of 
paying  all  fchool-mafters  from  the  publick  treafury, 
in  order  to  fave  them  from  the  humiliation  of  the 
individual  fees  of  their  pupils,  w2ls  adopted. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  to  a  feat  in  the  fe- 
cond  legiflature,  Condorcet  became  the  J^riareus 
of  the  revolution.  It  is  impoinble  to  form  an  idea, 
much  lefs  to  give  an  enumeration  of  his  labours 
and  exertions.  A  fmgle  day  fcarcely  occurred 
in. which  he  did  not  fpeak  on  every  branch  of  ad- 
minlftration,  and  the  records  of  the  jacobin  club  • 
(then  uncontaminated  Vv'ith  blood)  teftify  his  fi'e- 
quent  motions  there.  Befides  this,  he  became  the 
chief  condu6lor  of  the  journal  entitled,  "  La  Chro-- 
nique  de  Paris  *  j"  he  alfo  wrote  occafionally  In  the 

journal 


*  As  FrankiJn  in  Amrrica,  and  BrifTot  and  Condorcet  in  France, 
are  p^rehaps  the  only  perfons  who  have  fucceeded  in  rendering  the 
fituation  of  a  Journalift  refpeftable,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  tranf- 
cribe  an  ariicle  written  by  the  laft  of  ihefe  celebrated  men,  from  the 
■Cbroiii^ue  df  Pans.  No.  327,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  fiyle  and  manner.  . 

"  ASSEMBLEE  NATIONALS. 

Seance  du  22  Noi'embre. 

Presidknce  de  M.  Vaublanc. 

Le  decret  de  i'afreaiblee  nationale  fur  les  troubles  religieux,  a  fait 

li^itre  une  grande  queftion.     On  dcmande  fi   Its  pretres  papiftes 

prC'te;oin  ou  ne  pieteront  pas  le  feiment  civjques.    Qiiciqucs  pre- 
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journal  of  Biiflbtj  cdled,  "  Le  Patriote  Francois," 
ill  the  '*  Jnnalei  Patriotiques''  of  Cari-a,  he. 

But 


lats,  quelques  abbes  commendataires  efperent  encore  que  centre  ia 
Soi  natlonale,  on  depouillera  les  nouveaux  acquereurs  des  proprie- 
tes  qu'ils  ont  payees  a  un  prix  un  peu  plus  reel  que  celui  auquel 
ces  fuccefJlurs  des  apotres  les  avoient  autrefois  achetees  des  dames 
de  la  cQur.  lis  pretendent,  en  confequence,  qu'on  nc  peut  en 
confcience  pi ettr  ce  ferment.  En  effet,  difent-ils,  la  connitution 
renferme  la  liberte  des  opinions  religieufes  et  celie  des  cultes,  c« 
qui  ell  evidsmment  cantraire  aux  droits  du  Pape.  On  pourrcit 
kur  pbferver  que  fuivant  ce  principe,  un  pretre  catholique  ne  peut 
jurer  ep  confcience  que  le  maintien  des  conftitutions  ou  fa  reli- 
gion efl  dominante.  Or,  avouer  ce  principe,  c'eft  fe  declarer 
.I'ennemi  des  neuf-dixiemes  du  genre  humain.  On  pourroit  leur 
demander  audi  s'ils  ont  tenu  ce  langage  dans  les  pays  ou  ils  ne  fe 
font  pas  trouves  les  plus  forts,  et  fi  leur  obflinacion  a  y  perfifter 
n'annonce  pas  des  efperances  qui  dolvent  juftificr  toutes  les  me- 
fures  qu'on  peut  prendre  centre  eux.  En  cffet,  fans  un  appui  fe- 
cret,  fans  une  confcience  qu'ils  ont  eu  I'art  de  feduire,  ofcroient- 
lis  affichc-r  des  maximes  que  le  cardinal  de  Lorraine  eut  rougi  dje 
profe/Tiir  ?  Oferoient-ils  aifefter  des  pretentions  qui  auroient  revoke 
les  efprits  fuperfutieux  du  14^,  fiecle?  Cependant,  comme  quelques 
pretres  font  afiez  au  courant  des  opinions  du  fiscle  pour  ne  pas 
donncr  dans  ce  pisge,  lis  ont  imagine  un  autre  fyfteme  :  ils  ont 
dit :  j  jrer  de  maint-cnir  ia  conflitution,  c'eft  jurer  de  maintenir  les 
lois  re^^iementaires  emanees  des  pouvoirs  conllitues.  Or,  plufie^jrs 
de  ces  lois  blelfent  la  confcience  facerdotale  j  mais  comme  on  ne 
peut  refufer  la  promelTe  de  maintenir  uneloi,  a  moins  de  fe  croire 
oblige  de  ne  pas  Tcxecuter,  ii  refulte  de  cette  pretention,  qu'un 
minifire  de  Tcglife  romaine  nc  peut  fe  croire  tenu  d'executer  les 
lois  d'un  pays  qui  ne  s'eft  pas  foumis  a  toutes  les  fanraifies  des 
pretres  de  cette  religion  ;  et  comme  apparemment  ils  ne  croyent 
pas  avoir  une  autre  morale  que  celle  des  homnies,  il  s'enfuit  qu'au- 
cun  individu  ne  peut  fe  croire  oblige  d'obeir  a  la  conflitution  du 
pays  qu'il  habite,  pour  peu  qui  fuivant  fes  opinions  particulieres, 
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But  if  his   ardent  patriotifm  obtained   for  him 
the  highefl:  reputation  among  the  friends  of  liberty, 

it 


51  fe  trouvc  dans  le  fyftemc  entier  des  lois  qui  font  obligatoires, 
d'apres  cctte  conrtitution,  un  feui  article  contraire  au  droit  nature]. 
D'ou  il  refulteroit  evidernment  qu'aucssn  hcmme  ne  pent  s'engager 
■d'obeir  aux  lois  de  fon  pays,  car  jufqu'ici  il  n'exiflc  auciin  fyjK-n* 
de  lois  dont,  aux  yeux  de  c'laque  citoyenj  tcus  les  articles  fcient 
conformcs  a  la  regie  eterrelle  du  dro.t. 

Par  une  confequence  neceHalre  du  rricme  principc,  il  i;'y  a  de  lois 
legitimes  que  celles  qui  font  confornnes  a  la  volonte  des  pretres 
catholiques,  et  c'eft  un  dsfpotifme  abfolu  qu'iis  reclament  fous  k 
nom  de  iiberte. 

On  voit  done  que  cette  morale  facerdotsle  meme  a  la  di/Toiutlon 
de  toute  fociete  politique  j  ct  ii  faut  applaudir  a  h  fageffe  de  I'af- 
femble  na:ionak,  qui  a  enfin  force  Ics  pretres  a  montrer  leur  fyf- 
teme  d'immcrcalite  dans  toute  fa  turpitude,  qui,  la  premiere,  a 
eu  le  courage  de  leur  arr -cher  le  mafque  tout  entier.  lis  pourront 
encore  t^omper  quelques  princes  j  ils  pourront  les  entrainer  dans 
un  cuite  commvn,  mais  iis  ne  feduircht  plus  les  natior*s.  Leur 
conduite  en  France  eft  une  kcon  dont  tons  les  peuples  fauronten 
profiler.  On  les  verra  encore  s'introduire  myftcrieufemcnt  dans  le 
cabinet  de  quelques  rcis,  leur  donner  des  confeiis  perfidcs,  pcui- 
^tre  fairs  couler  le  fang  humain  dont  ils  s'^breuvent  depuis  tant  de 
f  ecles  5  ils  peuvent  nuire  ercore,  mais  ils  ne  peuvent  plus  legner. 

Apres  la  le(:i^ure  du  proces,  on  a  anronce  a  i'aiTemblce  que  ie 
roi  avoit  nomme  MM.  Duverrier  et  Bertholio  pour  affiller  au  tirage 
par  le  fort  des  juges  de  la  haute  cour  nationale. 

Les  quatre,  dont  le  nom  ert  forti  de  I'urne,  font  MM.  Creufet- 
Latouche,  du  departement  de  la  Viennej  Marquis,  du  departement 
de  la  Meufe;  Aldaret,  du  departement  de  TAudej  Calmcs,  du  de- 
partement de  la  Manche. 

Le  comite  diplomatique  a  fait  font  rapport  des  mefures  a  prendre 
relativement  aux  rafTemblemens  des  francais  emigres.     M.  Coch,  ■ 
rapporteur,    a  obfervs  que    ces  rafTemblemens  etoient  tgalement 
{ontralrcs  et  au  droit  des  gens  et  aux  loix  de  remplrc  cermanique, 

ct 
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it  expofed  him  at  the  lame  time,  to    the  moil  ille- 

bera] 


ct  que  le  roi  devoit  requerlr  a  la  fois  et  les  princes,  qui  au  niepris 
de  loix  de  Icur  pays,  auxquelks  ils  etoient  foumis  comme  ies  autres 
citoyens,  fuffroient  ces  raffemblemens,  et  Ics  direfioires  des  cetclcs, 
qui  auroient  da  les  c-mpecher,  et  la  diette  de  Ratisbonnc,  qui  au- 
roit  du  fe  fouvenir  qu'cUe  doit  a  la  France  Je  reAe  d'independance 
dont  jouit  Tcmpire,  de  diHiper  cette  horde  de  princes,  de  deferteurs, 
dc  banqueroutiers,  et  de  fauflaires,  qui  nuifltnt  plus  au  pays  qu'ils 
habitent  qu'a  celui  qu'ils  n:ienacenr.  En  confequence,  il  a  propofe 
de  charger  ie  pouvoir  executif  de  fairc,  ce  qu'en  lui  fuppofant,  je 
ne  dis  pas  de  bonnes  intentions,  mais,  un  reltc  de  pwdeur,  il  I'au- 
rcit  dii  executer  il  y  a  plus  de  fix  iiiois ;  mais,  on  afiure  que  M. 
de  Montmorin,  pcur  reparer  cette  negligence,  efl  alls  en  Efpagne 
demander  pardon,  au  nom  de  la  nation  fran^aife,  de  fon  peu  de  poii- 
te/Te  pour  l<.s  rois,  et  prier  cclui  d'Eipagne  de  vouloir  bien  la  toit- 
rer  jufqu'a  ce  qu'tlle  fe  foit  conigce. 

On  a  annonce  que  M.  Wimpfen,  qui  conimande  a  Newbrifach, 
a  ett  foliicite  Ct  iivrer  fa  place  aux  princes  fran^ais,  qui  lui  promet- 
toient  pour  reccmpcnfe  un  parta.!5e  honorable  dans  le  produit  du 
pillage  de  la  France,  et  une  part  dans  les  hochtrs  feodaux  dont  ils 
ont  arrets  d'avance  la  dMlnbution.  M.de  Wimpfen  a  envoye  a 
M,  de  Lukner,  fon  general,  une  copie  de  ces  nobles  propofiti&ns; 
ct  de  fa  reponfe.  L'afieniblee  a  decrete  que  le  miniftre  de  la  guerre 
lui  rendroit  coinpte  des  depeches  qu'il  a  du  recevcir  de  M.Luknerj 
ct  dcrrt  par  difcretion  fans  doute  il  a  jufqu'ici  prive  raffemblee. 

Un  adminiftrateur  de  diftridt  dans  le  depart ement  du  Haut-Rhin, 
a  cru  que  fa  confciencerobligeoit  de  cechrer  qu'ii  ne  poirvoit  prendre 
aueune  part,  ni  a  rexecurion  des  ioix  relatives  a  I'organifation  du 
ckrge,  ni  a  la  vcnte  des  biens  eccleuaftiques.  Le  direci6ire  de  fon 
diftrift  croyoit  que  cette  declaration  ftclitieufe  rneritoit  qu'il  fut 
fufpendu  de  fes  tondions,  mais  le  diredoire  du  cepartement  a  ciaint 
que  cette  fufpenfion,  contraire  aux  opinions  manifefttes,  il  y  a 
quelques  mcis,  par  M.  DclciTart,  r.v  fut  contrariee  parle  gouverne- 
menr.  Ce  direifi:oi.re  s'eil  furcni-;nt  trompe  5  M,  Delelfart  fait  tres- 
b;en  qu'un  fou^ionnalre  publk;  n'a  pa:;  droit  de  dire  qu'il  n'cxecu- 
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beral  abuie  on  the  part  of  the  royalifls  and  arifto- 
crats  *. 

In  June  1792,  he  apologired  in  the  hall  of  the 
jacobins,  for  the  condu^  of  Pethion  and  the  people 
of  Paris,  who  had  repaired  to  theThuilleries  in  order 
to  prefent  the  red  cap  to  the  king.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  he  was  particularly  happy  in  the  following 
fentiment  :  "  Le  peuple  a  offer t  au  roi    le  bonnet 


tera  que  telle  ou  telle  parti  de  la  ioi.  Jl  e(l  blert  eloigne  de  s'cppo- 
fer  a  la  vente  des  biens  nationaux,  ■&  I'urement  on  a  donne  une 
fauffe  interpretation  a  une  phiafe  de  comniis  qu*il  aura  fignte  par 
diftracllon.  Ce  qui  le  prouve  encore  d'advantage,  c'eft  que  le 
meme  direOoire  de  diftridl  a  donne  connoiiTancc  a  i'alTemblee  d'une 
kttre  du  meme  miniftre  oii  il  demande  qu'on  lui  rende  compte  de 
la  difpof.tion  des  cfptits  rel?tivement  aux  pretres  non-fenr.entes, 
aftn  qu'il  en  puiffe  inftruire  le  roi,  qui  eft  trei-curieux  de  lefavdir. 
U  eft  evident  que  fon  iniention  etoit  d'ajouter,  que  c'etoit  auiTi  afin 
de  pouvoir  en  rcndre  compte  a  I'aiTemblee  nationak  ;  malheureufe- 
me'nt  fon  fecretaire  a  oubiie  cette  pfsrafe  eflVntieile,  ce  qui  a  nui 
beau  coup  a  la  confiance  que,  fans  cela,  fa  lettre  auroit  infpiree, 
fans  doute,  a  tous  les  direftoires  du  royaume.  31  feroit  a  defirer 
que  M.  Deleflart  changeat  de  fecretaire  5  car  nous  n'ofons  porter 
ROS  vceux  jufqu'a  dcfircr  que  h  roi  cliange  de  miniftres. 

C0>'DORCET." 

*  An  emigrant,  who  calls  himfelf  Count  Tilly,  among  other  things 
equally  monftrous  and  abfurd,  accufed  him  with  the  murder  of  his 
friend  and  bencfa^or,  the  amiable  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  1  Now 
it  is  notorious  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  events  01  the  revo- 
lution, that  his  death  was  conneded  with  the  majfacre  nf  September, 
and  that  the  ruin  of  Condorcct,  Briflot,  Gcnfonnet,  &c.  was  preci- 
pitated on  account  of  the  virtuous  indignauon  thty  had  alvv^ays  cx- 
preffed  againft  thf  authors,  inlli^ators  and  abettor*  of  that  atro- 
cious deed^ 
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rouge  ;    'A^Iarc    Aurele    ne    Tauroit     pas    de- 
daigne  *." 

This  of  courfe  excited  the  hatred  of  the  enemies 
of  liberty,  and  Mallet  du  Fan  did  not  blufli  to  af- 
fert,  "  that  while  the  mathematician  Condorcetj  in- 
fligated  the  jacobin  club  to  call  aloud  for  the  fiip- 
prefTion  of  the  title  of  tnajejly  ;  he  himfelf  was  in- 
triguing for  his  own  appointment,  as  a  governour  to 
the  dauphin,  and  the  admiflion  of  his  wife  at  court, 
as  a  lady  of  honour  to  the  queen  !" 

Condorcet  was  of  courfe  elected  a  member  of  the 
national  convention,  and  he  exacted  all  the  regards 
due  to  his  genius,  fo  long  as  reafon  fwayed  the  deli- 
berations of  that  body. 

During  the  imprifcnment  of  the  king,  he  difplay* 
ed  a  degree  of  moderation  and  phllanthrophy,  which 
true  philofophy  could  only  infpire.  He  was  one  of 
thoie  who  thought  .that  the  unfortunate  monarch  {^ne 
pouvoit  pas  ctre  mis  en  caufe]  could  not  be  brought 
to  judgment,  and  when  he  faw  that  no  attention 
was  paid  to  this  pofition,  he  maintained,  that  the 
greateft  penalty  that  ought  to  be  inflicted  on  him 
fhould  be  perpetual  baniftiment  frona  the  territories 
of  the  republick. 

The  party  of  /j  Giro?ide^  then  predominant ,  in 
the  convention,  were  confcious  of  the  fuperiour  abi- 
lities of  their  colleague,  and  they  accordingly  fuftered 
him  to  a6t  the  mod:  important  part,  under  their  ad- 


*  The  people  have  offered  the  red  cat  to  the  king  :  Marcus  Au- 
re  11  us  would  not  have  difdahicd  its  acceptance. 

F  mlniflra- 
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tnlniftratlon.  By  a  fliort  pamphlet  entitled — "  Re- 
fieftions  fur  la  Rcvokition  de  1788,  et  fur  ccllc  clu 
fO  aout^  179^5"  which  in  the  language  of  an  emi- 
nent journal  111  of  tha^:  day,  contained  "  a  concife 
view  of  the  thoughts  of  a  great  man,  who  commands 
attent'iQjj  and  fixes  •puhlick  opinion^^'*  Ccndorcct  de- 
monftrated,  that  he  was  the  perfon  beft  calculated 
to  draw  up  the  new  republican  conftitution. 
He  adually  undertook  this  province,  and  the 
fcrniula  prefented  by  him,  was  immediately  ac- 
cepted. It  prefcribed  a  fmgle  council  for  the  le- 
giflature,  and  an  executive  of  fix  members,  each  of 
whom  was  to  be  a  minifler  of  ftate  for  his  own  de- 
partment. 

Truth,  however,  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this 
preje6l  was  not  well  received  by  the  generality  of 
the  people  in  France,  and  it  is  prc;b:.bly  known  to 
our  readers,  that  it  ferved  as  a  pj-etence  for  the  de- 
feftion  of  Dumouiicx,  who  plainly  told  Camus, 
Drouct,  and  the  other  deputies,  Avhom  he  liad  the 
-audacity  to  arreft,  that  this  republican  conftitution 
v/as  a  complication  of  abfurdiiits,  and  that  he  was 
at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  finch  nonfie-nfie  could  have 
fallea  from  the  pen  of  Coiidorcet. 
•  'Here  emls  tne  political  career  of  this  great  man. 
No  fooner  h^.d  the  animofities  between  tiie  Giron- 
di-cs  and  theMtountaine6rs  taken  a  ferious  turn,  than 
he  inftantly  perceived  the  dangers  impending  on  his 
own  coujitr}'!,  from' "the  overgrown  ii.iluer.ee  of 
the  fianficiihtterle.  He  was  certainly  as  much  at- 
tached to  a  popular  govcrnm.ent,  and  as  firmly 
5  devoted 
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devoted  to  democ:atical  principles,  as  any  one  in 
the  coiive(}tion ;  but  he  thought  that  the  reins 
of  adminiftratlon  fhould  be  intruded  to  the^  hands 
of  thofe  only,  who,  in  confequence  of. a  liberal 
eflacation,  were  b^^  entitled  to  the  publick,  confi- 
dence. ..He  accordingly  fpent  the  fpring  of  1793, 
in  the  moft  complete  inaclivity,  and  was  heiird  tO- 
f^y  to  fonic  citizens  of  his  acquaintance — ^'^  I  am 
afiaid,  my  dear  friends,  it  v/iii  be  fliortly  faidof  cur 
revolution: 

*'  Deifinet  in  pifccm  mulicr  fon-nofa  fuperne.''* 
On  the  fatal  31ft  of  May,  C6ndorcet  was  not  ar- 
refted,  an  oraiirion  arifmg,  perhaps,  cut  of  fome  re- 
mains of  refpect  for  his  name  and  talents.  But 
he  loualy  protefltd  againil  that  dreadful  event, 
wrote  an  adurefs  to  the  department  of  L'Aifne  on 
the  occafion,  ailerted  publickly,  that  there  v/as  no 
freedom  in. the  national  convention,  and  joined  the 
deputies,  knov/n  in  the  annals  of  th.e  French  revo- 
lution, under  the  appiilation  of  [Les  Jignatah-es  des 
fro'teflations  du  id  et  yVJutn)  thofe  who  figned 
the  protefts  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  June.  He  was 
at  laft  decreed  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  accufatlon,  and 
orders  were  ilTued  to  commit  him  to  prifon.  He 
was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to  eiTedl  his  efcape, 
on  which  the'  blood-thirfty  Mountaineers,  did  ngt 
fcruple  to  declare  him  (})Qrs  de  la  /^/,)  an  cut- 
law. 

Every  per  Ton  of  the  Icafl  fenfibility  m.ud  fiiiidder  at 
the  ferocious  animofitydifplayed  by  Robefpierreao;aiaffc 
this   great  man,  and  at  the  illiberal  farcafms  v.'hich 

F  2  he 
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he  uttered  againft  him  In  all  his  fubfequent  fpeeclies. 
*'  Condorcet  *,"  faid  he,  "  cfl  I'homme  qui  s'eft  le 
plus  deftionore  dans  la  revolution.  Grand  mathe^ 
maticien  aii  jugemcnt  des  g.ens  de  leitres^  et  grand 
litterateur  cu  juge?nent  des  geometres,  il  n'etoit 
qu'un  CQnfpirateur  timide,  lache,  mepriie  de  tous 
les  partis.'' 

-  The  various  places  in  which  Condorcet  was  fe- 
cjeted  during  his  perfecution,  were  fo  ftridlly  con-* 
cealed  by  the  fidelity  of  his  friends,  that  it  wa» 
generally  believed  in  Paris,  and  indeed,  over  all 
France,  that  he  had  efcaped  into  Switzerland  5  and 
that  he  lived  there  in  obfcurlty,  under  a  borrowed 
name.  Though  he  ceafed  to  exiil  in  April  1794, 
it  was  not  before  the  month  of  January  1795,  that 
his  death  was  made  known  to  the  publick  by  his 
difconfclate  widow.  This -unfortunate  v/oman-^fhe 
i'lerfelf  a  great  female  philofopher,  and  firmly  de- 
v.oted  to  the  revolution,  addrelled  a  letter  on  that 
mournful  occallont©  the  convention,  giving  infor- 
mation off. her  hufband's  demife,  and  claiming  his 
afbes  !  The  epiftle  produced  conflernation  in  the 
legifiatlve  body^  and  left  the  French  people  fliould 
conceive  a  diflike  to  the  revolution,  or  be  pufhed  to 


*  "  Condorcet  is  the  man  who  has  the  moft  diflionoured  himfclf 
In  the  couiTe  of  the  prefent  revolution,  yi  gnat  matheitiathian  antorig 
me;:  of  letters,  and  «  great  man  of  letters  among  gecmetricians,  he  was 
only  a  weak  and  timid  confpiraror,  defpifed  by  all  parties." 

It  will  be  immediately  rtcolieftcd,  that  the  moft  witty  part  of 
this  libel  is  a  poor  imitation  of  our  Johnfdn's  remark  onCheflerfielcI  : 
<'  That  he  was  a  wit  among  lords,  and  a  lord  amcn^  wits."         "'•' 

fome 
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fome  excefs  by  this  difaftrous  intelligence,  Rewbell, 
who  happened  to  be  prtfidentj  thought  that  it  fhould 
not  be  inferted  in  any  of  the  pubiick  papers. 

The  author  of  this  article,  who  happened  to  be  af 
that  time  in  Paris,  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  indig- 
nation expreP/ed  by  the  whole  nation,  at  the  Icfs  of 
fo  great  a  man,  and  an  eminent  writer  did  not  fcruple 
to  fay,  "  that  the  French  revolution  ought  to  be 
condemned  to  eternal  execration,  even  if  it  had 
produced  no  other  calamity  than  the  death  of  Lavoi- 
fier  and  Condorcet  !"     Another  learned  man,  Mr. 

G e,    v/rote    a    very  elegant   poem,    with    the 

motto: 

Qois  defiderio  fit  pudor  aut  modus 
Tam  carl  capitis  - 

And  M.  L e  publiihed  a  fine  elegy  with  another 

motto : 

Ignofcentla  quidem,  fcirent  fi  Ignofcfre  manes. 
Condorcet  was  about  fifty-four  years  cf  age.  In 
addition  to  his  genius  and  learning,  he  alfo  poficfled 
a  great  fund  of  politenefs,  aiid  exhibited  a  certain 
degree  of  elegance  in  his  manners,  v/hich  rarely  ac- 
companies a  man  whofe  life  has  been  devoted  to 
ftudy  ■*. 

F  3  The 


*  A  finilhed  pci  trait  of  him  was  found  in  the  portfolio  of 
a  ka:-n€'l  ioreigner,  whu  has  lived  iu  France  ever  fince  the 
year  i;^g. 

*'j\u  reirarq  e/'  f;vys  ht,  ''la  tournure  fimple,  mair  fupe- 
rieure    ct   Ci  tiercmtTit  exeuipte   ds    c«    <iu'on  ^pce.le  rniftrt§. 
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The  writer  of  this  remarked  v/hile  In  PaFis, 
that  the  ci-devant  Marchioncfs  of  Condorcet  was 
entirely  deflitute  of'fi'iends.  Being  imbued  witk 
republican  principles,  fhe  was  deferted  by  her  ovth 
relations,  and  delpifed  by  all  the  fafblonable  world, 
Gn  the  other  hand,  as  (lie  was  an  accomplifhed  wo- 
man, (he  fcorned  to  converfe  with  perfons  who  had 
not  received  a  liberal  education,  previoufiy  to  the 
eftabiifhmentof  the  republick:  thus^fhe  v/as  entirely 
cut  off  from  fociety. 

It  would  appear  from  a  fpeech  lately  delivered  by 
a  celebrated  leader  in  the  council  of  Five  Hundred, 
that  this  refpecS^able  lady,  after  the  laft  inrurre<Stion 
of  the  i^\h  Fru^idor^  was'  put  on  the  lift  of  the 
emigrants,  and  committed  to  prifon.  Tallien  ex- 
claimed loudly  againft  this  notorious  injuftice;  for  it 
was  a  v/ell-known  facl,  that  Madame  Condorcet  had 
never  gone  beyond  the  gates  of  Paris,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  revolution.  A  mefTage  was  ac- 
cordingly fent  to  the  Diredory  on  the  fubje6^,  who, 
to  their  eternal  difgrace,  returned  an  evafive  anfwer. 
Every  man  of  feeling  is  therefore  anxious  to  know 
the  future  deftiny  of  a  female,  entitled  to  the  eileem 
and  fympathy  of  all  Europe. 


Pefprlt  ferienx,  ctendu,  calcMhteur,  geometre,  inftrult  dans  tons 
^es  genres  j  rhabiturle  conflante  et  I'amour  des  details,  la  facilita 
d'y  apporter  une  philofopb.if  faine,  des  vues  politiques  et  admi- 
niftrativesj  une  connoiHance  du  co2ur  humain,  un  peu  de  msiig- 
nite  mtrr.e  dans  les  recits  de  M.  de  Condorcet." 


Before 
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Before  this  article  is  clofed,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  mention,  that  the  mxil  iilulrrious  part  of  Con- 
dorcet's  life  is  that,  perhaps,  in  which  he  was 
hunted  down  by  the  daggers  of  profcription,  and  the 
flill  more  cruel  formulas  of  judicial  afTalii nation. — 
While  forced  to  feek  fhelter  in  woods  and  caverns, 
although  deftitute  of  friends,  of  confolation,  and 
fometimes  even  of  food,  inflead  of  venting  execra- 
tions againfl:  his  unjuft  country,  his  whole  mind  was 
bent  on  a  projecl:  beneficial  to  humanity,  and  every 
moment  occupied  for  the  advantage  of  poiterity.— 
It  was  during  the  lafi:  f^ditary  hours  of  his  pre- 
carious exiftence,  and  while  condemned  to  feek  a 
frefli  afylum  every  night  from  the  malice  of  his  ene- 
mies, that  he  conceived  the  plan  of  his  poflhumous 
work,  entitled,  "  EfquifTe  d'un  7'ableau  Hiftoriqne 
des  Progres  de  I'Efprit  Humain,"  in  which,  confider- 
ing  man  under  three  diftin£t  points  of  view,  he 
enquires,  imo^  V/hat  he  has  been  ?  2doy  What  he 
is  ?     And,  3/(?,  What,  by  proper  culture,  he  may  be  ? 

After  contemplating  him  both  irr  the  favage  and 
civilifed  ftate,  and  glancing  at  the  day  "  when  the 
fun  in  his  courfe  ihall  only  fhine  on  free  nations," 
he  concludes  thus : 

"  And  how  admirably  calculated  is  this  view 
of  the  human  race,  emancipated  from  its  chains, 
releafed  alike  from  the  dominion  of  chance,  as  vvell 
as  from  that  of  the  enemies  of  its  progrefs,  and  ad- 
vancing witli  a  firm,  an  undeviating  ftep  in  the  paths 
of  truthj  to  confole  th?  philofopher  lamenting  the 

enours. 
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ciTour?,  the  flagrant  a61s  of  injufllce,  the  crimes  with 
which  the  ea.rh  is  fti:!  polluted  ? 

''  It  is  the  conteiTiphtion  of  chis  prcfpe^l  that  re- 
wards him  for  all  his  c fForts  to  afljll:  the  progrefs 
of  reafon  and  the  eflabiifnment  of  liberty.  He  dares 
to  regard  thefe  efforts  as  a  pa.t  c(  x'ae  ete  nal  chain 
of  the  deftiiiy  of  mankind ;  and  m  uiis  perfuaficn  he 
find3  the  true  del'ght  of  vinue,  the  pleafare  of 
having  performed  a  durable  fcrViCe,  which  uO  vi-- 
clfiitude  will  ever  deftroy,  by  means  of  a  fatal  ope- 
ration calculated  to  reftore  the  reign  cf  prejudice 
and  flavery. 

"  This  fentiment  is  the  afylum  into  which  he 
retires,  and  to  which  the  memory  of  his  perfecutors 
cannot  foUovv'  him  :  he  unites  himfelf  in  imagi^.a- 
tion  with  man  reftorcd  to  his  righ  s,  delivered  frora 
cppreilion,  and  proceeding  with  rapid  flrides  in  the 
path  of  happinefs. 

"  He  forgets  his  own  misfortunes  v/hile  his 
thoughts  are  thus  employed.5  lie  li^v^s  no  longer  to 
adverfity,  calumny,  and  malice,  but  becomes  the 
aflbciate  of  thofe  wifer  and  more  fortunate  being?, 
whofe  enviable  condition  he  fo  earneflly  contributed 
to  produce." 

This  work   was  no  fooner  finifhed  than  he  be- 
came carelefs  of  life.     To  Garat  *  he  had  been  in- 
debted 

♦  "  A  rinAarit  ou  Condorcet  avoit  tie  oblije  de  cherclier  un 
.afyle,  je  lui  en  avoit  fait  cftVir  un  a  cote  de  mci,  a  i  hotel  mSme 
de  i'intefieur,  etjrimais  je  n'aurois  ciu  employer  a  un  plus  d;gne 
ufa^e,  ni  une  maifon,  ni  un  miniftre  de  la  rcpCtiique. 

♦<  CiU» 
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d'/Died  for  nn  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  the  minifter  ofthe 
home  department,  at  the  very  time  the  revohationary 
harpies  were  hovering  round,  and  thirfting  for  his 
blood.  From  the  fame  friend,  he  alfo  received  a 
dbfe  of  poifon,  which  they  divided  "  as  brothers  do 
bread,"  and  on  being  rccogtiized  and  feized  at  a 
village  to  which  he  had  repaired,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  morfel  to  fuilain  nature  !  He  fwallowed^  the 
fatal  prefent,  and  in  this  manner  put  a  period  to  his 
wretched  exillcnce  ! 

Thus  periflied  by  his  ov/n  hand,  long  before  the 
period  affigned  by  nature,  the  greatefl  man  then  left 

in   France the   friend   of  Voltaire,  the  rival  of 

D*Alembert,  and-  the  correfpondent  of  Frederick,  and 
of  Catherine.  At  an  early  period  of  life,  he  eafily 
vanquifhed  all  the  difficulties  of  fcience,  but  he  is 


*'  Cette  viobtion  d'ua  decret  eut  ete  pour  moi  la  plus  faints 
execution  de  toutes  les  loix.  Lorfq.ue  plufieurs  mois  apres  ce 
phllofophe,  riionneur  de  !a  reprefentation  natiohale,  fut  oblige  de 
fo'rtir  du  reduit  facre  ou  une  ame  digtle  de  la  fienne  I'avoit  derobe 
a  cette  population  immenfc  d'efpions  et  de  bcurreaux  qui  avoit  par- 
tout  d.s  yeux  &  dza  oreilles,  je  lui  fis  propofer  encore  ds  fe  rendre 
a  une  maifon  que  je  pofTedc  a  dix  licues  de  Paris,  £i  cu  d'avarce 
tout  feroit  difpofe  pour  le  recevoir.  L'eloignement  du  lieu,  la 
grande  dimcclte  de  paflTer  d'uni'depar'tement  a  Tautre  fans  pafie- 
port  rendant  Texecation  de  ee  jirojet  trop  periileux,  je  m'occupai 
a  lui  procyrer  \xx\  autre  afyle  plus  pies  de  cclui  qu'il  avoit  ete 
force  d'abandonner  ;  &  c'eft  dans  ie  moment  ou  nous  concertions 
les  mefures  que  Tinfcrtune  alia  tomber  dans  les  mains  qui  do^- 
noicnt  la  rnort  a  tous  ceux  qui  ne  fe  la  donnoient  pas  eux- 
nicmes.''' 

M/mo'n-a  f:u-  U  Revolutltr.,  pur  D.  j.  Carat,  p.  202. 

perhaps 
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perhaps  entlrled  to  a  ftill  greater  degree  of  praife,. 
for  overcoming  the  prejudices  that  warp  themftlves 
round  the  huinan  heart.  Attached  fo  the  haughty 
claims  of  the  nobility  by  birth,  he  warmly  contended 
for  Plebian  privileges  from  conviction.  Interelted 
ill  the  duration  of  the  ancient  governrncnt,  by  ho- 
nours, by  places,  znd  by  penfions,.  he  never  betrayed 
the  deftinies  of  his  country,  but  ftedfaftly  perfe- 
vered  in  the  firft  wiili  of  a  reafonabie  being — that 
of  a  free  government ;  and  the  chief  duty  of  a  philo- 
fpher — the  melioration  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  legiflaturc  of  France,  which  had  bi.fely  per- 
mitted him  to  be  outlawed,  at  length  paid  a  willing 
homage  to  his  memory  *.  But  his  own  works  will 
refcue  his  injured  name  from  oblivion,  and  the  fu- 
ture hiftorians  of  his  native  land,  will  avenge  his 
infulted  manes* 

*  The  convention  on  the  13th  Genmnal-,  1796,  decreed  as  fol- 
lows:  ^nbnyd  snobgl; 

Art.  I.  La  commiflion  executif  de  I'inftrudion  publique  ac» 
^uerera  fur  les  fonds  mis  a  fa  difpofition  3000  exen-if)iaires  de 
rpuvraje  poflhume  de  Condorcet,  intitule,  "  EfquifTe,  &c." 

il.  Le  conriite  d'inftruclion  publique  eft  charge  de  veiller  a  ce 
que  ces  3000  exenfiplaires  foient  diltribues  dans  I'etendu^  die  la  re- 
pubKque,  &c  de  la  maniere  la  plus  utile  a  Tinftirudtion.  Chaque 
membre  de  la  convention  en  recevra  un  exemplaire.'' 


Thi 
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The  follovjing  faols  and  dates  may  prove  inter ejllng^ 
perhaps^  to  fiich  readers  as  are  defirous  of  more 
particular  Informaiion  concerning  the  above  iU 
luJJrious  chara^er.  They  arrived  too  late  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  life. 


John-Anthony-Nicholas  Caritat,  ci-devant  Mar- 
quis of  Condorcetj  was  called  by  the  firft  of  thefe 
names  in  Frarxe,  on  the  annihilation  of  nobility, 
although  he  fllll  continued  to  be  known,  and  cele- 
brated all  over  Europe,  by  the  fecond. 

He  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  family,  and  was 
born  at  Ribcmont,  in  Picardy,  on  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember 1743*. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  fcnt  to  the.college  of 
Navarre,  and  diftinguifhed  himfclf  v»'hile  there,  by 
his  attachment  to  mathematicks  and  phyficks,  in 
which  he  excelled  one  hundred  and  twenty  fcholars, 
attending  the  fame  couffe  of  inftru<5^ion. 

Gn  his  return  home,  he  continued  to  cultivate 
geometry,  and  in  order  to  have  better  opportunities 
for  improvement,  he  repaired  to  Paris,  in  1762, 
where  he  attended  the  chemical  courfe  of  Macquer 
and  Beaume,  and  fequemed  the  liteiary  focieties 
which  D'AIembert  !i.id  alTembled  at  the  hcufe  of 
Mademoifclle  de  Lefpinafle. 


•  Notice  fur  la  vie  et  ]es  ouvrages  de  Condorcet,  Par  J.  Lalande, 

\M  hen 
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When  only  tweiity-two  years  of  age,  he  acquired 
confideralile  reputation  by  his  work  on  Integral 
Calcuhtiofis,  and  was  already  numbsreJ  among  the 
-  fiiil  mathematicians  of  Europe. 

In  1767,  he  publifhed  his  folutlon  of  the  Prehlem 
sf  three  Bodies. 

In  1768,  appeared  the  firil  part  of  his  Analytical 
EJfays. 

He  was  received  into  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on 
the  8th  of  March  1 769,  and  from  that  period  until 
1773,  he  enriched  the  volumes  publifned  annually 
by  that  learned  body,  with  memoirs  on  infinite  fe^. 
ries^  partial  and  finite  differences^  equations  of  coU" 
dliion^  ^c. 

About  the  fame  time,  he  prefented  an  anonymous 
pamphlet  to  the  publick,  in  which  he  defended  the 
philofophers  again!!:  the  attack  made  on  them,  by  the 
author  of  "  Les  Trois  Siecles^'  and  employed  ridicule 
v/ith  admirable  effefl,  in  the  caufe  and  advancement 
of  truth. 

On  the  lOth  of  June  1773,  he  was  appointed  fe- 
cretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  in  addition 
to  the  Eloges  of  deceafed  members,  he  added  the 
lives  of  fuch  learned  men,  as  had  been  omitted  by 
Fontenelle. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  French 
Academy. 

About  the  end  of  the  year  1786,  Condorcet  mar- 
ried MarIa--Sophia  de  Grouchy,  a  lady  brought  up  in 
tlie  family  of  the  amiable  and  unfortune  Duke  de 
Rochcfauc^uld.     I'o  this  connection,  he  appears  to 

have 
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have  been  lefs  incited  by  her  youth,  beauty  and  ac- 
complifhments,  than  a  generous  fenfibility  *. 

In  1787,  appeared  his  life  of  Turgot,  to  which 
he  did  not  at  firft  affix  his  name. 

Aware  of  the  influence  and  importance  of  perio- 
dical works,  he  contributed  largely  to  the  "Journal 
de  Paris^  and  Le  Chroniqtie  ;  and  but  a  little  before 
his  death,  he  undertook,  in  concert  with  the  famous 
Sieyes,  now  ambafiador  at  Berlin,  a  new  journalj 
which  hzd  facial  injlru^ion  for  its  cbjc'^. 

In  1 791,  he  compofed  a  pamphlet  in  favour  of  a 
republican  government^  and  he  was  permitted  to 
keep  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, even  after  he  had  obtained  a  feat  in  the  legif- 
lature. 

When  the  greater  part  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  menaced  enfranchifed  France  with  a  bloodj 
Y/ar,  he  drew  up  a  manifefto  on  that  fubje^l:. 

He  was  an  early  member  of  the  jacobin  club,  and 
a  conftant  attendant  there,  fo  long  as  it  proved  fer- 
viceable  to  the  commonwealth,  but  no  fconer  did 
that  fociety  afllime  a  ferocious  afpect,  than  he  with- 
drew f. 

When  Louis  XVI.  wa«  condu£led  to  the  Temple, 
Condorcet  was  nominated  by  the  Affembly  to  draw 
up  a  memorial,  j unifying  its  proceedings,  to  ail 
Europe. 


*  He  was  fafcinatcd  with  the  tender  and  courageous  anxiety  v.-Ith 
which  Ihe  watched  the  couch  and  afTuaged  the  fufferings  of  the  fon 
cf  the  Prefident  du  Paty,  wlio  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog. 

f  Condorcet  retired  in  March  179a. 

g'  u 
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In  the  National  Convention,  he  alfo  ac^ed  a  dif- 
tinguifiied  part,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  new  republican  con-fti- 
tution. 

After  Robefpierre  had  fatiated  his  vengeance  on 
the  Brijfotins^  Condorcet  obtained  an  afylum  during 
feveral  months,  in  the  houfe  of  a  worthy  Parifiaii 
female,  who  compaflionated  his  misfortunes,  al- 
though fhe  was  unacquainted  with  either  his  perfon 
or  hirtory. 

In  March  1794,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  con- 
cealment, in  confequence  of  the  menaces  thrown 
out,  refpe6ling  aflricSl  domiciliary  vifit. 

Having  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  thofe  ftationed 
at  the  barriers,  he  pafTed  the  firft  night  on  the  plain 
of  Mont-Rouge.  On  the  next  morning,  he  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  an  old  friend  at  Fontenai,  who  un- 
fortunately had  gone  to  Paris,  and  was  not  expected 
to  return  for  fome  days.  In  this  horrid  ftate  of  fuf- 
penfe,  he  fpent  one  night  in  a-quarry,  and  another 
under  a  tree  in  an  0i>en  field. 

On  the  third  day,  he  haftened  to  meet  his  friend, 
but  the  interview  was  fhortandunfatisfa6lory  ;  after 
a  hearty  refrelhment,  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that 
he  fhould  once  more  depart,  in  order  to  avoid  fufpi- 
cion,  and  return  again  at  night,  when  all  the  fer- 
vants  had  retired  to  their  beds. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  was  obliged  to  wander  about 
,the  environs  of  Clamar,  and  being  greatly  exhaufted 
•and  fatigued,  he  entered  an  ale  houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, where  his  long  beard,  and  haggard  looks, 

having 
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having  expofed  him  to  lufpicion,  he  was  feizcd  by 
a  member  ot"  the  revolutionary  committe,  and  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  diftrid  of  Bourg-la-Rcine. 

Happening  to  arrive  too  late  to  be  interrogated 
that  night,  he  was  confined  under  the  name  oi Pierre 
Simon,  with  a  view  of  being  font  to  Paris,  but  he 
was  found  dead  next  morning,  on  the  28th  of 
March. 

Thus  fell  one  of  the  greateft  philofophers,  and 
ableft  writers,  that  have  adorned  the  prefent  age.  In 
private  life  he  was  extremely  amiable,  but  neither 
his  converfation  nor  deportment  befpoke  the  extent 
of  his  genius.  It  was  on  this  account,  thatD'AIem- 
bert  was  accuftomed  to  compare  him  to  "  a  volcano 
covered  with  fnow." 

In  refpe(5t  to  his  poflhumous  works,  his  "  Sketch  of 
the  Progrefs  of  the  human  mind,"  written  during  his 
concealment  in  the  capital,  is  only  the  outline  of  a 
greater  undertaking,  which  he  intended  to  have 
finilhed,  had  he  lived  but  a  fhort  time  longer. 

He  has  alfo  left  behind  him,  a  Ti'a6i:  on  Calcula- 
tion, and  an  Elementary  Treatife  on  Arithmetick. 

A  daughter  of  Condorcet,  by  his  wife,  is  flill 
alive;  he  was  greatly  attached  to  both,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  relatives  of  fo  great  a  man  will  be 
fpeedily  refcued  from  their  prefent  unhappy  fituation. 


G    2  CHALIER, 
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It  is  almoft  impofTible  to  det^'l  the  diaraclcf 
of  this  man,  for  he  is  defcribcd  to  be  a  monfter  by 
one  party,  and  hailed  by  the  other  as  a  martyr  of 
liberty. 

Without  pr&fiiming  to  decide  on  this  queflion,  we 
ihall  here  mention  a  few  fa^ls,  hitherto  uncontro- 
verted,  tither  by  his  friends  or  his  enemies. 

Jofeph  Chalier,  was  born  at  Bcautaid  in  Dau. 
phiny.  His  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Piedmonty 
repaired  foon  after  to  their  native  country,  where  he 
was  educated,  and  became  a  priefl. 

Alter  receiving  the  Unfiire^  the  ycung  man  re- 
turned to  France,  where  lie  performed  mafs  during 
two  years. 

\n  1792,  he  v/as  eletSled  a  municipal  ofncer  of 
Lyons,  but  was  fufpcnded  from  his  functions  by  the 
department. 

Cn  the  1 5th  of  Auguft,  of  the  fame  year,  he  com- 
plained in  perfon  to  the  national  afTembly,  of  the  in- 
juftice  that  ha^  b"en  done  him,  and  demanded  his  re- 
eftablifhrneiit..  .rHe  npt  only  obtained  this,  but  was 
created  prehdent  of  the  tribunal  of  Lyons. 

The.  inhabitants  of  that  city  having  coalefced  with 
the  infurgent  departments,  were  oppofed  by  Chalier, 
whom  they  feized  and  condemned  before  a  tribunal 
of  their  own  erection.  No  fooner,  however,  did  the 
convention  triumph  over  the  Lyonefj,  than  his  death 
was  avenged,  and  a  monument  eredted  to  hi-  me- 
mory at  the  publick  expence. 

_      PERREYRA^ 
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This  extraordinary  man  was  a  Gafcon*  by  birth, 
a  Jew  by  religion,  and,  like  moft  of  his  (tS:,  was 
called  after  one  of  the  ancient  patriarchs  f . 

Like  moft  of  them  alfo  he  followed  commerce  as 
a  profeffion ;  but  his  mind  was  not  narrowed  or  de- 
bafed  by  that  fpirit  of  traffick  which  we  either  find 
or  fuppofe  to  accompany  the  children  of  Ifrael  during 
the  prefent  age.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  frank 
and  open  in  his  manners,  and  had  fuch  an  utter  dif- 
regard  to  wealth,  that  he  fquandered  a  large  fortune^ 
with  a  prodigality  truly  Chriftian  !  In  fhort,  while 
a  young  man,  he  was  at  once  very  opulent  and  very 
gay,  and  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  Englifh  by 
having  fupported  a  lady  of  quality  of  our  nation  with 
great  fplendour  at  Paris. 

He  often  indeed  repaired  to  this  ifland,  and  what 
is  not  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  Frenchman,  fpoke 
the  language  like  a  native.  During  one  of  his  vifits 
here,  he  got  acquainted  with  and  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  rich  Jew  in  the  city,  with  whom  he  got 
about  7O5CO0I.  fterling. 

The  revolution  may  be  confidered  as  the  jubilee 
of  the  Gallican  Jews,  and  had  it  achieved  nothing 
elfe  than  the  emancipation  of  that  opprefled  race  of 


♦  He  was  born  at  Bayonnc,  in,  or  about  the  year  1743. 
t  Jacob. 

G  3  n-*en. 
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men,  it  would  cf  couric  have   formed  an  epoch  in 
the  hiftory  of  humanity  *. 

Perreyra,  who  had  often  fuffcred  for  the  fuppofed 
mifdeeds  of  his  nation,  eighteen  centuries  before  his 
own  birth,  and  who,  until  now,  was  fcarcely  confi- 
dered  as  a  man,  found  himfelf  all  at  once  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  a  French  citizen  !  The  eht^rlck 
fhock,  that  was  felt  from  one  end  of  the  nation  ta 
the  other,  feems  to  have  vibrated  v/ith  double  force 
upon  his  heart,  and  he  determined  to  devote  his  life 
and  fortune  to  the  propagation  and  defence  cf  that 
liberty  to  which  he  v/as  indebted  for  his  enfran- 
Ghifement. 

He  accordingly,  from  the  very  commencement  ef 
the  revolution,  took  an  a6tive  part  in  the  conteft,  and 
repeatedly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  the  popular  fide. 
On  every  occafion  he  was  a6tive,  intrepid,  and  enter- 
prifmg,  and  never  fpared  his  private  fortune  o:  perfonal 
exertions,  when  either  or  both  could  be  ufcful. 

Notwithftanding  the  prophet  Samuel  was  a  great 
ftickler  for  a  theocratical  commonwealth,  and  a 
great  enemy  to  kings,  it  appeared  fomev/hat  ftrangc 
to  behold  a  modern   Ifraelite,  frefh   from   the  ex- 


•  "We  now  live  during  an  age,  in  which  the  liberation  of  a  whole 
rvati'on  may  be  intimately  conr.eded  with  the  publication  of  a  fmglc 
pamphlet!  This  fa£l  is  nearly  demonlirabie  in  the  prcfent  inltancc^ 
for  it  was  a  trad  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated  Abbe  Gregoire,  now 
conftitutional  bilhop  of  Blois,  that  firft  aroufed  the  feelings  of  his 
countrymen  in  behalf  of  the  opprefTed  Ifraelites,  and  to  the  honour  of 
France  and  of  Chriftianity,  by  an  extenfion  of  ci"il  rights,  made 
them  ceafe  to  b;  confidered  as  a  feparate,  aad  degrac'ed  nation. 

change 
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«hange  of  Bourdeaux,  preaching  up  the  doctrine  of 
equality,  deprecating  the  refpeS:  conferred  on  wealth, 
and  urging  the  advantages  refiilting  from  republican 
inftitutions.  But  this,  which  of  itfelf  would  at  any 
other  time  have  formed  an  epoch,  occurred  at  a  pe- 
riod of  the  French  hiftory  when  nothing  appear- 
ed uncommon,  becaufe  every  thing  was  extraordi* 
nary ! 

It  would  have  been  furprifmg  if  fuch  a  man  had 
not  been  employed  in  the  publick  fervice.  Jacob 
Perreyra,  foon  after  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  accord- 
ingly nominated  a  commiffioner  in  Belgium;  but 
on  this,  as  on  every  other  occafion,  his  zeal  was 
at  leaft  difinterefted,  for  while  La  Croix  and  many 
others  were  amafTing  large  fortunes  by  plunder  and 
confifcation,  this  defcendant  of  Abraham,  as  if  to 
put  the  rapacity  of  the  Chriftians  to  the  bludi, 
would  receive  no  flipend  .or  compenfation  what- 
ever from  the  government,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
performed  all  his  functions  with  the  flricSleit  in- 
tegrity, and  even  defrayed  his  ov^'n  expenfes  from 
his  private  purfe. 

But  this  was  not  all.  Ke  was  one  of  the  firft 
to  found  the  inclinations,  difcover  the  intentions, 
and  difcomfit  the  treachery  of  Dumouriez.-^The 
moment  he  perceived  that  this  general  had  entered 
into  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  Auflrians, 
he  difpatched  a  courier  to  Paris,  and  with  a  de- 
termination of  character  peculiar  to  himfelf,  en- 
tered Valenciennes,  and  declared  that  and  all  the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  fortrelTes  "  in  a  ftate  of  fiege."  The 
energy  of  this  meafure  difcomfited  the  treafon  of 
the  revolted  chief,  and  the  republick  was  perhaps 
indebted  to  him  at  that  critical  moment  for  its  vefy 
exiftence. 

In  the  mean  time  war  was  declared  againft  this 
country,  and  every  thing  Engllfh,  from  being  be- 
loved to  excefs,  became  odious.  All  thofe  of  that 
nation  then  refiding  in  France,  were  ordered  to  be 
arrefted,  and  among  the  reft,  the  wife  of  Perreyra 
W'^s  about  to  be  fent  to  prifon  ! 

On  this,  the  intrepid  Jew  repaired  to  the  committee 
of  publick  fafety,  armed  with  a  pair  cf  piftols,  one 
of  which  he  brandifhed  in  his  hand,  and  addrefl^ 
ing  himfelf  to  the  author  of  this  cruel  meafure,  fpoke 
thus  : 

"  Did  not  I,  Pvobefpicrre,  fave  the  commonwealth 
in  Belgium  ?  Did  not  1  detect  the  treafon  of  Du- 
mouriez,  and  render  his  defetStion  harmlefs  ?  Have  I 
not  ferved  the  ftate,  without  fee  or  reward,  and 
kept  my  hands  clean,  v%'hen  others  fullied  theirs  with 
the  publick  fpoil  ? And  by  way  of  re- 
warding me,  have  you  not  exacted  a  law,  that  would 
rob  me  of  my  vife,  ancf  fliut^ier  up  ni^^araungeon  I 
Either  refcind   the   accree,  or 


He  was  not  fuffered  to  proceed  any  further,  for 
the  dictator  was  fufHciently  acquainted  with  his  de- 
termination, to  be  afraid  of  his  refentment.  A  com- 
promifc  accordingly  took  place,  and  an  amendment 
was  inferted  by  the  legiflatuic,  declaring  that  a  wo- 
man 
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man  married  to  a  Frencli  citizen,  ihould  bs  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  a'ft  ! 

Pcrreyra  now  congratulated  himfclf  on  account  of 
the.fuccefs  of  his  intervention  in  behalf  of  his  wife, 
and  his  victory  over  the  tyrant,  but  he  forgot  that  he 
had  awakened  liis  fears,  and  his  fufpicions,  and  that  it 
was  a  maxim  with  that  monfter,  never  to  forgive  I 

Let  it  be  recollected  too,  how  many,  and  how 
various  were  the  means  of  deftrudion  in  his  power ; 
and  that  to  wiih  for,  and  to  efrecl  the  aflafii nation 
of  a  citizen,  was  one  and  the  fame  thing.  It  will  not 
furprife  any  one,  therefore,  when  it  is  narrated,  that 
this  brave  and  unfortunate  man,  was  arrefted  under 
falfe  pretences  *,  that  he  was  fent  to  prifon,  brought 
before  a  revolutionary  tiibunal,  included  m  one  of  the 
firft  batches^  as  they  were  then  termed,  aixl  perlflisci 
by  the  guillotine,  on  the  23d  of  March,  1794. 

Jacob  Perrcyra,  was  about  fifty-one  years  of  age 
at  his  death.  He  was  of  a  fmall  Mature,  and  poflefl- 
t.^  that  dark  glofTy  hair  and  dingy  kind  of  complexion^ 
which  the  Jev/s  feem  to  have  brought  with  thero 


*  He  was  Implicated  with  many  others,  in  the  affair  of  Peri 
Duchcjne,  the  name  alTumed  by  Htbert ;  the  following  is  extrad- 
ed  from  thr  indidmer.t: 

*'  Tcus  convaincus  d'etre  auteurs  on  complices  d'une  confpl- 
rarlon  q-ji  a  exlfte  centre  la  liberte,  la  furete  du  peuple  Fran- 
foisj  ttndante  a  troubler  TEcat  par  une  guerre  civile,  en  armani 
les  citoytns  les  uns  contrc  les  autrcs,  par  fuite  de  laquelle  \tS 
conjures  devnient,  dans  le  courant  de  vcntofe,  diflbudre  la  re- 
prcfcntaticn  nacionale,  alTjmner  fes  membres  et  detruire  le  gou- 
v^rnemcnt  ripublicain,  pour  donncr  un  tyran  a  I'Etat." 

fiom 
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fromPaleftine,  and  preferved  even  in  the  mod  north- 
ern latitudes  of  Europe.  There  was  fomething 
very  particular  in  his  phyfiognomy  ;  and  this  was 
heightened  perhaps,  by  a  pair  of  large  black  eyes, 
which  on  particular  occafions,  he  would  fix  on  the 
countenance  of  the  perfon  with  whom  he  converfed, 
and  look  as  it  were,  into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  foul. 

He  was  much  attached  to,  and  prote(£^ed  many  of 
the  Englifh,  previoufly  to  the  feizure  of  Toulon, 
by  lord  Hood  ;  even  then,  he  did  not  abandon  fuch  as 
he  efleem.ed,  but  this  circumftance  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  one  gentleman,  after  his  execution,  for  the 
jealoufy  of  Robefpierre  never  flumbered,  it  even 
furvived  the  lives  of  his  vidlims,  and  th.eir  friends 
were  fure  at  leaft  to  inherit  his  enmity  ! 

Perreyra  was  a  man  cf  wit,  and  excelled  at  a  re- 
partee. An  amiable  Iriih  lady  of  great  refpeflability, 
at  whofe  table  he  dined  one  day,  for  the  firft  time, 
happened  to  enquire  for  a  favourite  barbette^  who 
was  named  after  the  legiflator  of  the  Hebrews.  Hj^ 
accordingly  made  his  appearance,  with  a  long,  fhaggy, 
Ifarelitifli  beard. 

"  Upon  my  word,  madam  !'*  exclaimed  the  Jew- 
commiffioner,  "  if  you  perfevere  in  calling  your  dog 
Moses,  I  am  determined  to  be  even  with  you,  for 
I  will  chriflen  mine      J.  ,  .  .     C !'* 
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This  extraordinary  perfon  was  born  at  Strafburgfi, 
in  1753.  In  order  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  his 
fellow  creatures,  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  nominat- 
ed one  of  the  commiflaries  of  St.  Lazare,  in  which 
fituation  he  was  eminently  ferviceable  to  the  pri- 
foners  detained  there. 

The  fellowing  inftance  of  humanity,  ought  to 
■conciliate  the  efteem  of  mankind. 

An  unfortunate  man  confined  under  his  jurifdic- 
tion,  being  uneafy  about  the  fate  of  a  wife  and  three 
children,  who  were  likely  to  be  reduced  by  his  cap- 
tivity to  the  utmoft  mifery,  addrefled  himfelf  to 
Cange,  and  requefted  that  he  would  procure  him 
fome  intelligence  concerning  his  family. 

On  this  the  commiflary  repaired  to  the  place  of 
their  abode,  and  after  having  fulfilled  his  miffion, 
being  greatly  affedled  at  the  wretchednefs  around 
him,  he  drew  a  hundred  livres  from  his  pocket,  be- 
ing all  he  polTelled,  and  gave  half  to  the  unhappy 
woman. 

"  Here,"  faid  he,  "  is  fomethi ng  that  your  huf- 
band  has  fent  you  j  he  borrowed  it  from  an  old 
friend,  who  happens  to  be  one  of  his  fellow  pri- 
foners  :  be  happy  j  as  for  him,  he  wants  for  no- 
thing." 

On  his  return  to  the  hufband,  "  your  wife  and 
children  arc  all  well,"  faid  he,  "  and  they  are  in.  no 
n>eed  of  any  thing,  as  a  generous  and  companionate 

neigh- 


Wl  LA  RIVIERE. 

neighbour  has  fupplied  all  their  neceili ties— and  here 
are  fifty  livres  which  your  rpoufe  has  charged  me  to 
prefent  you  vvnth." 

On  the  31ft  of  May,  when  the  jails  were  opened, 
the  prlfoner  returned  to  his  family,  and  he  and  his 
\vife  thanked  each  other,  for  the  fupport  mutually 
afforded  in  the  midft  of  their  ^common  diftrefs.  At 
len2;th  an  explanation  taking  place,  they  difcovered 
that  they  were  indebted  folely  to  the  liberality  of 
Cange,  and  repairing  to  his  abode,  they  bathed  the 
hands  of  their  generous  benefador  with  the  tears  of 
gratitude. 

LA  RIVIERE. 

Henry  la  Pviviere,  was  born  at  Fala  ife,  in  the  ci- 
devant  Normandy,  now  included  within  the  depart- 
ment f  Calvados.  His  father,  who  had  been  an  ob- 
fcure  tradefman,  refided  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
famous  tower,  in  which  William  the  Bajiard^  as  hQ 
was  fometimes  accuftomed  to  flyle  himfelf,  or  the 
Conqueror^  as  v/e  are  reludantly  obliged  to  call  him, 
was  born.  In  the  language  of  the  vulgar,  he  had 
"  the  advantage"  over  that  prince,  in  point  of  legi- 
timate birth,  and  was  pretty  much  on  an  equality 
with  his  mother,  Harlotta,  fhe  being  the  daughter  of 
a  tanner,  and  he  the  fon  of  an  inn-keeper  of  the 
very  fam.e  town  ! 

On  the  death  of  her  hufband,  although  left  only 

\v'ith    a   pittance,   of   four    hundred   livres    (about 

j^.  17   lOi.  of  our  money)  ^er  annuin^  Madame   la 

3  Riviere 
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Riviere  found  mjan?,  by  dint  of  a  f^vcre,  but  laud- 
able economy,  not  only  to  fupport  herfelf  decently, 
but  alfo  to  procure  a  liberal  education  for  younglienry. 

The  boy  muft  have  applied  himfelf  to  his  itiidies 
with  great  induflry  and  fuccefs,  for  v/e  jearn,  that 
he  entered  on  loglck  before  he  had  attained  his 
fixtcenth  yeiir.  A  handfome  lad,  with  a  beau- 
tiful face,  and  lively  complexion,  exhibiting  in 
his  convcrfation  the  early  fladies  of  genius,  and 
affording  the  promife  of  future  greatnefs,  would  of 
cou  fc  gratify  a  fond  parent,  and  interefl:  every  heart 
poiTeflcd  of  fenfib'llty. 

It  w.'.s  formerly  the  cuflom  in  France,  to  rear  up 
all  the  promifing  young  men  for  the  church  ;  but  this 
doe5  not  feem  to  have  been  a  plant  calculated  to 
thrive  In  tlie  vineyard  of  the  Apoftjes.  Inftead  of 
readino-  the  exploits  of  the  early  martvrs,  or  addi6tin'^ 
himfelf  to  the  perufal  of  the  primitive  fathers,  he  ex- 
h';bited  amofi:  perverfe  antipathy  to  mafs,  and  pubiicic 
prayers  of  every  kind  ;  nay,  he  could  nol  be  prevailed 
upon  even  to  get  his  catechifm  by  heart,  although  in 
refpecl  to  fuch  ])ooks  as  convinced  his  reafon,  rather 
than  appealed  to  his  faith,  and  which  were  devoured 
rather  than  pcufcd,  his  memory  proved  uncom- 
monly tenacious.  This  untoward  inclination  of 
courie  rendered  him  fit  fof  nothing  but  a  philofopher, 
aiid  the  prielis  who  prefided  over  tHe  fcminary  of 
Falaife,  either  difappointed  in  the  hopes  of  feeini^  him 
become  one  of  their  ov/n  fraternity,  or  indignant  nt 
H  his 
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his  rebellion  ap:ainn:  their  creed,  puniHied  him  ieverely 
for  the  fins  oi  oinil]:on  *. 

La  Riviere  was  at  length  feiit  to  Caen,  at  that 
time  famous  for  its  college.  'Iliere  he  ftudied 
civil  lav/,  and  on  his  return  home  became  an  avocat^ 
or  barrifter:  but  notvvithflr.nding  Normandy  f  has 
been  celebrated  for  its  peculiar  attachment  to  that 
fcience,  and  Fala'fj  b.as  produced  feveral  eminent 
nien  of  the  co'if^  yet  he  acquired  but  little  pra(5tice. 
He  has,  indeed,  been  always  better  knov/n  as  a 
man  of  letters  than  a  lawyer. 

It  generally  happens,  that  in  flates  v/hich  have 
long  groaned  under  tyranny,  the  clafs  of  men  bred 
to  the  bar  is  the  firft  to  declare  in  favour  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  people.  I  apprehend  that  this 
originates  in  their  fupcriour  education,  v.'hich  affords 
ihem  at^nce  the  means  of  d.'tc6tion  and  comparifcn. 
They  are  not  govcrr.ed  by  any  holy  jcrvplcs^  hke 
the  clergy,  and,  like  other  men^.bers  of  t!ie  mo- 
narchy, they  are  ccciifioiuuiy  fubjecicd  to  the  rod  of 
power.  In  fhort,  when  they  themfelves  do  not  pro- 
fit by  oppreflion,  the.e  is  no  bodv  of  men  more  rea- 
dy, or  more  able,  to  combat  againft  the  opprefibrs 
of  all. 

•  He  is  faid  to  have  afllrted  with  Chaniibrt  '*  ihr.t  he  iovcd  the 
fair  fex,  and  liberty,  too  well  to  belong  to  the  church."  Tlie  cliurch 
oi  Rome,  however  mufi  have  been  greatly  belied,  \\  lo'iy  crdcn  \Y:o\tA 
any  txclufjon  to  tlie  former  of  thefc  enjoyments. 

•f-  Antcriour  to  the  revolution,   the  Normans  were  proverbially 

This 
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This  appeared  to  be  eminently  the  cafe  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  French  revolution,  and  had  not  this  dais  of 
men,  which  in  the  exile  and  puniiliment  of  the  parlia- 
ments, had  been  expofed  to  the  moft  terrible  humilia- 
tions, declared  loudly  for  a  change,  it  perhaps  would 
never  have  been  cftef^ed. 

Henry  l.i  Riviere  was  not  elected  a  member  of 
the  ftates -general,  for  the  convocation  of  which  his 
corps  had  folicited;  but  having  declared  himfelf 
friendly  to  the  recent  changes,  he  v/as  deputed  to  the 
convention  by  his  native  department. 

While  there,  he  dlfplayed,  as  ufual,  f^reat  m.odera- 
tion;  and  we  are  Lnclinvd  to  think  that  he  did  not 
vote  for  the  death  of  the  King,  as,  on  examining  the 
iiil,  we  do  not  find  his  name  included  among  thofc 
who  countenarxed  that  bold  meafure. 

In  the  fucceeding  difputes,  he  neither  joined  the 
Royalijls  nor  the  Mountaineers^  but,  on  the  contrary, 
connected  himfelf  with  the  Girondifls^  a  fet  of  men 
whofe  morals  were  pure,  whofe  intentions  were 
upright,  and  v/ho  were  deficient  in  enteprize 
alone. 

As  one  of  that  party,  he  wcuid  have  flburifhed, 
r,nd  with  it  he  fell ;  for,  having  protefred  againft  the 
decrees*  which,  in  violation  of  all  law,  had  at  onetime 
condemned  twenty-one  deputies  to  death  by  the  guil- 
lotine, and  forced  feveral  more  to  perifh,  either  by 
famine  or  the'r  own  h  mds  -,  he  was  outlav/ed  along 
with  feveral  of  hi 3  colleagues. 


*  Thofe  of  the  31ft  of  May,  and  ifl  and  2d  of  June  1793. 

H  2  Durino: 
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During  the  tc!  roiir  of  Robefpicrrc's  adminiftrnticrry 
Hci.ry  la  Rivlcie  found  means  to  concenl  himfelfy 
and  while  many  of  the  piofcribed  reprefentatives  were 
from  time  to  time  cut  ofF  by  the  hnnd  of  the  cxecu- 
tionex,  he  was  lucky  enough  to  efcape. 

At  IcpfTth  the  csimes  cf  the  tyrnnt  called  aloud 
for  fiiniin merit,  ar;d  on  the  28th  of  July  1794,  the 
tv/o  Robefplerres,  Couthon,  St.  Juft,  Henriot,  &c 
we/e  arrciled  ?.nd  executed. 

A  fair  opportunity  nov/  prefcnted  ItfclfoF  recnllfng 
the  exiles.  It  was  not,  however, until  the  8ih  of  March 
1795,  that  the  decree  which  menaced  their  heads  wa^ 
tcfcinded  j  but  on  that  aufpicious  day  thev  were  in- 
vited into  the  bcfom  of  the  convention,  by  what 
fremed  to  the  publick  to  be  an  ace  of  citaaon  ra* 
ther  than  of  oblivion. 

It.  v/as  then  that  the  appearance  of  Louv-et,  wHo 
bad  concealed  himfelf,  fometimes  in  the  grottoes  of 
St.  EmillJon,  and  fometimes  in  the  caverns  of  Jura, 
aftcnidud  his  fr.er.ds  and  terrified  his  enemies.  It 
v/as  th:n  that  Kerveiegan,  after  wandering  amidft 
the  mj.rihes  of  Calvados  and  along  the  fliores  of  the 
Gironde,  again  entered  the  hall  of  the  legiflature. 
It  v/as  then  that  la  Riviere  too,  after  being  indebted 
to  fri  ndOi-p  for  his  life,  refumed  his  feat  among 
his  colleagues,  which  he,  hovv^ever,  was  fated  to  re- 
tain bv.-t  for  a  llicrt  tiinfi- 

Accurt(.med  to  preach  up  the  principles  of  mode- 
ration,  Vv-it';  an  energy  ve;y  dilFeren;  from  any  thing 
connected  with  that  amiiblc  quality,  ar.d  taicd  al- 
ways to  be   ill  a  minority j  fjcii  al'ier  his  rc^urn^ 

he 
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he  joined  the  members  who  oppiicd  the  prevailing  {yC- 
tein,  and  as  that  party  increaled,  his  profpecfis  fcemed 
to  brighten  He  was  accordiiigly  elected  prefident 
by  the  legiflative  body,  and,  what  is  fingular  enough, 
on  the  19th  of  June  1797,  he  actually  fucceeded  Pi- 
chegru,  whom  he  now  accompanies  in  exile, 

Jn  lefs  than  three  mont  s,  hov/ever,  he  was  doomed 
to  experience  a  fecond  profciption;  for  he  was  con- 
de.mncd  to  be  tranfported,  along  with  Andre,  Aubri, 
Boifly  ci'Anglas,  Camllle  Jourdan,  Saladin,  Simeon, 
5vC.  on  the  4th  of  September. 

On  this,  as  on  the  Ther?nidi37-ea?i  revolution,  the 
legiilaiive  body  difpenfed  with  all  the  forms  of  law, 
and  fufpended  all  the  principles  of  jufticej  for  the 
deputies  were  baniilied  without  the  intermediate 
agency  of  a  tribunal,  or  a  recurrence  to  the  boafted 
trial  by  jury.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  on 
the  latter  occafion  the  necejpty  was  not  fo  clearly 
eftablifhed  as  on  the  former;  for  it  can  never  be 
pretended  that  Carnot,  Barthelemy,  Pichegru,  5cc. 
were  equally  formidable  with  Robefpierre  and  his 
colleagues,  who,  in  addition  to  the  municipality  of 
Paris,  armed  by  them  in  an.  indant,  wielded  all  the 
treafuies  and  all  the  refcjurces  of  the  empire! 


M.  DE  LA  RIVEi  ^^^ 

This  is  one  of  the  many  meteors  of  the  Natidhal- 
Afiembly  that  blazed  but  for  a  day,  and  then  fudr- 
ilenly  funk  into  night, 

H  3  His 
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His  appearance,  however,  was  cmirioiis  for  tha 
clergy,  as  he  com  baled  \.\\t\v  fecular  prcterifions  with 
ut.ceafing  ardour,  and  taught  them  to  feel,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  gofi^el,  that  theu"  kingdom  -was^  not  of, 
this  ivorlcl. 

"  Religion,"  e\claimed  he,  "  undoubtedly  ought, 
to  cxeicife  her  rights  ;  but  this  cxercife  is  oniy  over 
the  hearts  c,f  nsen.  She  neither  pofTePies  legiflativpy 
lior  judiciiil  power:  for  the  leader  of  the  Apoftles 
has  not  given  the  priefthocd  the  world  to  goveriv 
but  to  confole  and  indrucl  *.' 


CC  CHON. 

One  of  our  own  poets  f  thanked  God,  that  his 
name  would  not  admit  of  a  pun  !  The  fenfibility 
of  fuch  a  man  mufi:  have  been  greatly  afFecSted  indeed, 
had  he  been  known  by  the  fame  appellation  as  this 
Frenchman}  for  fimiles  v/ould  then  have  run  on  all' 
fours,  and  the  very  children  grunted  out  the  cqn- 
teniptuous  allufion  I 

The  father  of  Cochon  was  Seneschal,  or  feu- 
dal  judge  of  the  fief  nf  Champdeniers  in  Poitou,  and 
it  appears  that  he  was  a  very  worthy  man;  but  he 


*  La  reilgion  a  des  droits  Lns  doute  a  exercer,  mais  elle  ne  doit 
ies  fcxtrcer  que  fur  ies  co^ursi  eile  n'a  par  clle-nicme  ni  puiflauce 
legifiative,  ni  pyivTance  judiciarc  }  le  fondateur  dts  Apotres  ne  Icur 
a  point  cionnt  le  moncje  a  gouvcrncr,  mais  feulement  a  confaler  et 
iinrtriiire,  &c.'   ■-'  ^'-'i'-'^^^ 

lived 
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liv^ed  at  a  period  when  the  prejudices  oFliis  country-^ 
men  made  them  beflow  that  eileem  on  birth,  which 
appertains  only  to  virtue  and  talents,  and  he  would 
have  accordingly  been  obliged  to  give  the  pas  to  the 
moft  prcfl'gate  ?narguisy  within  the  dominions  of  tho 
monarchy. 

To  the  children  of  men,  in  this  fituation,  there 
were  but  two  genteel  profellicns  open,  during  the 
ancient  government.  The  firfl:  was  the  church; 
the  fecond,  the  lav/:  for  the  armiy  and  navy  Vy^re  in-< 
terdi6led  to  plebeians,  and  commerce  and  even  me- 
dicine, if  not  actually  difhonourable,  v/ere  at  leaffc 
accounted  mean* 

Young  Cochon  was  bred  an  advocate:  his  na?ne^ 
perhaps,  would  have  been  more  fuitable  to  the  ftation 
of  a  fat  and  lazy  friar,  unable  to  waddle  beyond  the 
conventual  ftye,  and  wallov/ing  in  the  filth  of  his 
own  beailly  excefs:  but  as  the  French,  of  all  na- 
tions in  the  world,  have  ever  been  the  moil  exqui- 
fitely  affected  by  a  jeit,  this  of  itfeif  would  have  af- 
forded a  reafon  paramount  to  every  other  confider- 
ation  whatever,  and  deterred  from  any  thing  like  a. 
call  to  the  ecclefiaftical  flate. 

The  revolution  opened  a  new  field  to  entejprifin* 
lawyers  of  all  defcriptions,  and  our  young  ad- 
vocate either  was,  or  affected  to  be,  fmitten  with 
the  charms  of  equality.  This  alone,  was  .a  fuffi.- 
cient  recommendation  to  publick  efteem,  and  as  he 
was  neither  deficient  in  zeal  nor  abilities,  he  w^as . 
nominated  a  deputy  to  the  national  convention,  from 

tile 
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the  department  oi^  the  Deux-Sevrcs,  In  this  fitua- 
tion  he  afTifted  at  the  trial  of  the  king,  and  a6lual]y 
voted  for  his  death  ;  a  clrcunidiincc  that  now  appears 
rather  extraordinary,  for  he  has  of  late  been  confi- 
dered  as  a  royaliji  in  his  heart,  and  itmuft  be  owned 
that  his  conduct  has  been  at  times  equivocah 

Being  a  man  of  a  keen  and  penetrating  genius, 
he  was  appointed  minifter  of  pohce  under  the  direc' 
ior'ial  government^  and  during  the  confpiracy,  headed 
by  Drouet  and  Baboeuf,  he  exhibited  many  remark- 
able inilances  of  hi?  knowledge,  vigilance,  and  pe- 
netration. By  means  of  his  fpies,  who  wormed 
themfelves  into  the  confidence  of  the  oppofite  party, 
he  had  become  pofl'efled  of  the  clue  of  the  plot,  and 
was  actually  acquainted  with  the  very  hour  when 
the  infurrecStion  was  to  burfl  forth. 

It  was  his  opinion,  indeed,  that  the  infurgents 
«ught  not  to  have  been  cruihed  in  the  bud,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  permitted  to  recur  to  arms,  as  in  this 
cafe  the  real  chiefs  would  have  difcovered  them- 
felves, men  of  greater  confequence  than  the  oflenfible 
leaders  would  have  been  involved,  and  the  agency 
of  foreign  nations  become  notorious  to  all  Europe. 
.—The  Directory,  however,  thought  otherwife,  for 
they  were  too  much  alarmed  at  the  energy  of  the  jaco- 
bins, to  permit  a  conteft.  The  confequence  accord- 
ingly wr.s  as  the  minifter  had  predi6ted  ;  a  few  obfcure^ 
men  v/ere  punifhed,  and  the  real  authors  of  the  plot 
are  to  this  day  unknown. 

On  another  occafion,  however,  the  conduct  of  the 

chief  of  the  police  experienced  lefs  fuccefs,  and  met 

I  with 
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with  a  irnal'ler  degree  of  approbation.  The  eflates  of 
the  emigrants  had  been  confiscated  and  fold,  and  al- 
though the  minds  of  individuals  might  be  actuated 
with  pity  at  their  diftrefies,.  yst,  as  the  publick  faith 
was  pledged 'to  the  purchaf^rs,  and  the  return  of  the 
original  po/lefibrs  in  a  body  would  have  been  accom- 
panied with  the  moH  fmiihous  efrcds,  and  in  all 
human  probability  produced  a  counter-revolution-; 
every  flcp  towards  this  was  of  courfe  watched  with 
a  jealous  eye.  The  projefi:,  however,  v/as  attempted 
on  a  fmall  fcilc,  and  that  too  by  one  who  had  fat  on 
judgment  on  Louis  XVL  and  in  the  opinion  of  thcfe 
very  emigrant?,  whom  he  nov/  v^ifhed  efientially  to 
ferve,  had  "  defiled  himlelf  with  the  blood  of  his  fo- 
vereign,"  and  could  not  "  be  pardoned  !  " 

The  conduct  of  fome  men  defies  fpeculation,  and 
we  arc  only  competent,  on  fuch  occafions,  not  to 
decide  on  motives,  but  fimply  to  record  fa£ls.  It 
appears  then  that  Cochon,  having  collected  and  con- 
fulted  all  the  decrees  refpe^lir.g  the  fugitives,  pub- 
lifiied  an  arrete  on  this  fubjedt,  and  fo  far  v/as  this 
affair  carried,  that  the  bureau  dss  loix  was  aHembledj 
in  order  to  deliver  its  opinion. 

This  affair  of  courfe  made  a  great  noife.  Thcj 
more  decided  repuhiicans  affected  to  confider  it  as 
preparjitory  to  the  recall  of  all  the  emigrants^  and 
the  refforation  of  their  property.  The  ?nodc7'ates^ 
on  the  other  hand,  appeared  to  praife  it  as  an  acl  of 
juflice,  and  boafled  that  thenceforward  refpecSlable 
families  would  no  longer  be  harraffed  under  pretence 
©f  em.igration.      The   uireclory,   however,   at   lail 

yielded. 
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yielded  to  the  public!:  clamour,  and  the  miniuer  v/as 
difmiilccl  from  his  employments,  to  the  gieat  regret 
©F  all  the  royaliils. 

He  himfelf,  indeed,  was  actually  dediried  to  fufrer 
c-xpatria  ion  Toon  after,  under  pretence  of  roynlifni^  for 
the  name  of  Cochon  Vv'ns  included  in  the  roll  of  pro* 
fcription  of  the  4th  of  September  1797,  in  confcquence 
of  which,  he  was  fcnt  to  the  fcorching  regions  of  South 
America! 

The  ex-minifter  v/as  admirably  calculated  for  the 
department,  v.'hich  he  at  orse  time  filed  with  great 
applaufe,  and  had  he  not  intermeddled  with  the  grand 
arcana  of  government,  might  have  proved  I'igldy 
ufeful  to  his  country,  by  purging  Paris  of  the  ruffians 
which  infeil,  and  the  nertubators  of  the  publiclc  re- 
pofe  Vv^ho  are  contiiiUally  emploved  in  agitating  it. 

Cochon  has  fomething  of  the  look  of  an  algua7.il 
about  him,  for  his  large  black  eyes  feem  to  be  per- 
petually on  the  watch,  to  difcover  a  plot^  or  furprife 
a  thief.  Hj  is  alfo  a  man  of  great  audacitv,  and  the 
moft  exemplary  courage.  In  fhorr,  he  is  admirably 
calculated  <br  a  flormy  and  tempefluous  period,  and 
would  either  be  a  form.dable  opponent  of,  or  a  pow- 
erful aid  to  a:;y  government*. 

BA- 

*  While  minifter  of  police,  Cochon  was  accuf^omcd  to  iaugh 
at  his  own  name,  ar.c'  aftuaHy  refufed  to  fign  an  ordtr  for  prevent- 
ing tlr  ftretts  of  Pa'is  from  being  ir.fefted  with  f  vjne,  "  becaufe," 
(laid  he,  "  the  Hogs  wj!!  not  rcf^Kft  the  comma  ds  of  a  Hog! " — 
**  Un  dts  trait?  du  carader^  gai  de  Cochcn,  c\)\  que  pour  occuper 
cette  foclete  du  bon  ton,  qu'on  defigne  fous  le  rom  de  Lc'^lon^  \l 
Itur  donne  fon  proprc  nom  a  ndiculifcr,  comme  on  jette  un  cs  a  un 
•bicn  pour  fe  gavantir  foi  -memc  dc  fes  morfures,  ct  ii  r:  lui  meme 

ties 
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BAZIRE. 

Claude  Bazirc,  born  at  Dijon, in  1764,  was  keeper 
of  the  archives  of  the  ci-dtvant  province  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  became  a  deputy  to  the  legiflative  aiiem- 
b'y,  in  1791.  He  v/as  allb  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  general  fafcty. 

This  rcprefcntative  joined  himfelf  to  the  fa6lioii 
of  the  7nountai72j  and  became  one  of  its  v/armefl  fup- 
porters. 

He  voted  for  the  death  of  tiie  king,  and  the  prof- 
cription  of  the  Bnjjhtins  \  and  he  was  equally  vio- 
lent againft  both.  In  truih,  his  whole  political  life 
v/as  a  ferics  of  denunciations,  and  he  was  by  turns, 
the  accufcr  of  all  paiti.^s,  and  all  men. 

At  length,  he  leagued  himfelf  with  Danton,  and 
being  implicated  in  a  coi'fpiracy,  '*'  to  dellroy 
the  national  convention,  m.afiacre  the  patriots,  and 
re-ellahiilh  royaltv  in  France,"  he  was  execut- 
ed on  the  5th  of  April  1794,  in  the  tliirtieth  year  of 
his  age. 

It  v/as  obferved  by  the  royalifls  on  this  cccafion, 
'■  that  Robefpierre,  having  n^'br)dv/ more  to  accufe, 
and  therefore  finding  Hazire  ufelLfs,  I.e  had  fent  him 
alf.)  to  the  2;';i:lotine  " 

CvS  plailantcricrs  f<Ucs  ct  plitcs,  c!ont  Ton  nom  icui  ell  ie  fi'jct :  on 
lui  dcmandoit  un  ordre  centre  le  jeu  de  l\i!Ion  dans  les  rues,  qu'ij 
a.corda,  tc  en  ineirie  tems  unec'et'enfe  cie  la.irer  les  coclions  cojrir 
libre.rxrir  j  il  rciufa,  en  d.fant,  parccque  ks  cochons  nc  rcj^c^hralcr.t  jas 
i^ ordre  de  CoiLon.'''' 

Fragments  fur  Paris,  par  F.  J.  L,  Mtycrj  L,  D. 

HAS- 
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The  man  dlilinguifhed  by  this  barbarous  name^ 
like  the  late  John  Hunter,  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
joiner;  like  him,  too,  he  has  confiderable  pretenfions 
to  genius  and  originahty. 

During  the  revolutionary  government,  he  occupied 
a  place  in  the  war-ofHce;  denounced  Dumouriez,  and 
all  the  general?,  Sic. 

Having  efcapcd  from  puPuTiment,  in  conff-quence 
of  the  amncfty  proclaimed  with  the  expiring  breath 
of  the  convention,  he  dii'erted  his  talenti-  to  gentler 
objeds,. and  "became  onci  of  the  projectors  of  [l^ecole 
polytechnique\  the  pdiytcchnick  fchvocl,  an  eftablilh- 
ment  for  the  encouragement  of  mathematicks  and 
phyficks  *. 

When  the  confpiracy  under  Drouet  was  hatching, 
he  experierxed  a  temporary  exile  in  the  department 
of  MovA-Blanc \  but  no  fooner  was  the  proie(5l  dif- 
comfltted,  than  he  v/as  recalled  by  ihe  directory. 

The  perfon  of  Haffenfratz  fcrves  as  a  foil  to  hfs 
talents.  However,  r.otwithpLarjding  his  inaufpiclous 
countenance,  his  diriy  habilirnerts,  and  his  perpetual 
flammering,  his  abilir-Ies  are  acknowledged  even  by 
his  colleagues,  who  dcrefl:  him.  He  is  protecLed  by 
an  adminiftration  fufpirlous  of  his  at^acimcnt,  and 
liftcned  toby  a  crcmd  of  pupils,  v/ho,  u-hile  they  fii>ile 
at  his  diiSculty  of  uctcriince,  yet  greedily  imbibe  his 
inftructions. 


*  It  aucnibkb  in  the  a-dci-art  palace  ol  Eouibon. 

VI  LATE 
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VILATE. 


This  modern  Gaul,  like  many  of  his  countrymen, 
afFedlied  an  ancient  name,  and  accordingly  rebaptized 
himfelf,  by  that  of  Sempronius  Gracchus.  He  was 
about  twenty-two  years  old  at  the  revolution,  and 
precipitated  himfelf  into  it  with  all  the  vigorous  cn- 
thufiafm  of  a  young  man  of  ftrong  paflions.  His 
zeal  occafioned  him  to  be  noticed  by  the  decejnvirs^ 
and  he  feems  to  have  lived  in  great  intimacy  with 
Barrere,  St.  Juft,  Ccuthon,  Billaud,  CoUot,  and 
Robefpierre.  He  v>^as  accordingly  appointed  2ijury- 
man  (if  the  v/ord  be  not  here  prophaned),  of  one  of 
thofe  tribunals  of  blood,  which  threw  fuch  a  juft 
odium  on  their  proceedings,  by  the  fanguinary  and 
inhuman  fentences  they  pronounced.  At  the  period 
of  the  revolution,  fubfequent  to  the  Robefpierrian 
tyranny,  we  find  him  imprifoned  in  the  jail  la  Force^ 
foon  after  which,  he  publifned  a  pamphlet  that  made 
fome  noife,  entitled,  Caufes  fecrettes  de  la  Revolu' 
tion  du  q  au  lO  Thermidor, 

In  this  trat!^,  he  aflerted,  i  ft.  That  Maximilian  and 
his  counfellors,  had  agreed  that  the  aclual  regeneration 
of  France  could  not  be  achieved  without  a  new 
diftribution  of  territory  and  inhabitants  ; 

2dly.  That  a  nearly  equal  decifion  of  property 
fhould  take  place,  in  the  manner  of  Lycurgus  at 
Sparta ; 

3dly.  That  in  order  to  eiFcfl  this,  every  fpecies  of 
property  (hould  be  firft  brought  v/ithin  the  grafp  of 
government ; 

I  4thly. 
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4thly.  That  as  this  could  not  be  obtained  without 
immolating  the  great  proprietors,  and  imprefiing  a 
*'  jalutary  terroiir''  ofi  the  minds  of  all,  thefe  mea- 
fures  (hould  be  recurred  to  ; 

And,  Sthly.  That  a  certain  number  of  the  fans^ 
culottes  fhould  be  facrified,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  remainder. 

He  faved  his  life  by  accufing  his  quondam  coad- 
jutors, si.d  was  foon  after  liberated  from  prifon. 

CARRA. 

Jenn  Louis  Carra,  was  born  at  Pont-de-VeJles^  in 
1743,  and  was  educated  for  the  law.  Being  of  a 
lively  and  impetuous  genius,  and  having  a  tafte  for 
"hooks,  he  foon  fhook  off  the  trammels  of  his  original 
profeflion,  and  became  known  as  a  man  of  letters. 
The  revolution  brought  his  talents  into  a<S^Ion,  and 
lifted  him  from  obfcurity  ;  he  was  calculated  both 
by  nature  and  habit,  for  its  moil  f^ormy  periods. 
Under  the  old  government,  he  would  have  remained 
unknown,  unlefs  perhaps,  he  had  attained  an  unlucky 
celebrity  by  being  admitted  to  the  honours  cf  the 
BafilU. 

No  fjoner  had  the  flruggle  commenced  between 
popular  rights  and  kingly  prerogatives,  than  Carra 
entered  the  lifts,  and  brandifhed  his  pen  as  the  literary 
champion  of  the  nation.  It  was  eafy  to  forefee  the 
efFeci:  of  a  free  prefs,  on  a  people  emerging  from 
thraldom,  and  indeed,  the  infant  fteps  of  French 
liberty,  were  foon  entirely  regulated  hy  paper- lead" 
ing-f.rlngs,  Briflbt  led  the  way  w-ith  the  Patriate^ 
4  and 
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and  Carra  hi  lowed  with  a  paper  of  the  hmc 
fize  *,_ entitled,  Les  Jnnales  Pcl'itiqueSy  is"  Li*te^ 
raires^  in  which  the  celebrated  Mercier  was  one  of 
his  coadiutf)rs,  and  had  his  name  aifo  prefixed  to 
their  joint  labours.  The  circulation  of  this  jo'cirnal 
was  alloiiiihing.  It  was  eagerly  read  in  Pari?,  fufe- 
fjribcd  for  in  the  provinces,  and  tranfmitted  to  Flan- 
ders, Germany,  Italy,  Hollaiid,  America,  and  Eng- 
land. Its  efFedts  were  highly  favourable  to  the  caiiie 
it  was  meant  to  fupport,  and  as  from  14  to  16,000 
were  publiflied  daily,  it  foon  acquired  confiderabl,^ 
importance.  'The  more  violent  o(  ^he  patriots  be- 
came attached  to  it,  on  account  of  the  vigorous  mea- 
fjres  which  it  recommended  3  the  continual  plots 
which  it  denounced  ;  the  numerous  confpiracie^ 
which  it  detailed,  and  the  various  court  intrigues 
it  pretended  to  dcvelope.  Carra  alfo  contrived  to 
infufe  a  certain  prophetic  fpiiit  into  it,  admirablv 
fuited  for  the  more  remote  departments  ;  ar.d  it  w:^s 
generally  peiuil-d,  or  rather  devoured^  by  the  armief, 
by  whom  it  v/as  held  in  great  efteem.  Many  ofncers  of 
diftinclion,  addreffed  lettersto  the  editor,  and  he  had 
a  great  number  of  correfpondents  in^the  ranks,  who 
by  means  ot  this  channel,  detCiSted  the  manoeuvres, 
and  impeached  the  ariftocracy  of  their  fliperiors. 

Roland  Vv'ith  a  iingle  glance,  perceived  the  utility 
of  fuch  a  nevv'fpaper  as  the  Jnnales y  and  determined 
to  reward  the  labours  of  its  principal  con.dudor.  M. 
d'Ormeffcn,  a  man  ave/fe  to  the  new  order  of  thinsK 

♦  A  rmal!  410  journal. 

I  2  havino: 
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having  been  clirmifTsd  frcm  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
national  library,  the  minifter  of  the  home  depart- 
ment refolved  to  appoint  two  acknowledged  patriots  to 
that  office,  and  he  accordingly  nominated  Champfort 
and  Carra  as  joint-keepers  of  this  great  cftablifh- 
ment,  v/Ith  a  falary  of  i66/.  lOs.  ^d.  fterling  fer 
annum  to  each. 

The  zeal  of  Carra  was  focn  after  remunerated  in  a 
flill  more  confplcuous  manner,  for  he  was  nominated 
a  deputy  of  the  department  of  the  Saone  and  Loire, 
end  took  his  feat  accordingly  in  the  Convention. 
As  he  iilll  retained  confiderable  influence  among  the 
foldiery,  he  was  employed  on  one  or  two  critical^ 
emergencies,  as  commilTioner  to  the  army,  and  con- 
c!i!cted  himfelf  on^  thcfe  oc<tafions  with  equal  adroit- 
r.efs  and  fuccefs.  The  impetuofity  of  his  chara6i:er, 
which  would  have  been  hurtful  in  the  more  cool  de- 
liberations of  the  cabinet,  was  admirably  fuited  to  the 
nature  of  a  camp,  and  congenial  to  the  life  and  man- 
ners of  a  foldier. 

At -length  the  difturbances-in  La  Vendee  htg2.i\  to 
afiume  fi-(eri«3us  afpe«5i-,  and  it  was  neceffary  to  fend 
a  confidential  perfon  thither,  in  a  public  capacity, 
armed  with  great  powers,  and  inveifted  with  all  the 
attributes  of  fu[>reme  command.  The  proconfular 
authorities^  neCeflary  perhaps  at  fiift,  were  in  the 
end  productive  of  the  moil  monftrous  tyranny.  The 
civil  war  cccafioned  the  creation  of  them,  and  Carra 
was  the  lirft  to  whom  they  were  entrufled.  The 
infurgent  departments  from  that  mxment  were  de- 
livered over  to  the  arbitral  y  c?prices,  and  not  un- 

frequently 
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frequently  the  brutal  excefTes  of  little  tyrants.  Thefe 
ianguliiary  viceroys  were  often  more  odious  in  their 
atftions,  than  the  agents  of  the  former  dcfpotifm ;  or 
in  other  words,  they  themfclves  were  petty  kings, 
clothed  not  indeed  in  ermine,  or  adorned  with 
crowns  ;  royalty  in  them,  however,  only  aflumed 
different  attributes,  and  was  but  flightly  difguifed 
under  a  tri-coloured  robe,  and  a  red  bonnet.  This 
appeared  fo  evident,  that  Barbet  in  his  celebrated 
tra6l  Su?'  le  G ouvernement Rdvolutlonnair e^com^p^xts, 
that  diigufting  period,  to  thofe  anarchical  tim.e?, 
v/hen  France  became  a  prey  to  many  tyrants,  ana 
had  her  kings  of  Aquitaine,  Scillons  *,  &c. 

It  Is  but  fair  to  remark,  that  the  conduct  of 
Carra,  during  his  new  miiiion,  did  not  juftify  tlie 
hopes  that  had  been  entertained  of  him.  He  is  ac- 
cufed  of  having  acTtcd  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
long, rather  than  to  finiih  the  war;  and  It  is  noto- 
rious that  he  prctedled  one  of  the  generals  f  of  the 
republick,  who  had  bafely  capitulated  to  the  infur- 
gents,  and  was  even  fuppofed  to  have  betrayed  his 
troops  into  their  handi.  On  this  he  was  denounced 
by  the  adminiftration  of  Inure  and  Loire  then  fittir^t: 
at  Tours,  and  aifo  by  the  popular  fociety  of  that  city. 
He  was  accordingly  recalled,  and  foon  loft  all  his 
popularity.  He  was  even  fufpe<f^ed  to  be  in  tlie 
pay  of  England.      This  vague  accufatlon  originated 

*  -  — le  rttour  de  ces  temps  anarcliiques,  ou  la  France  etoic 
la  prole  de  plufieurs  tyrans,  ou  elle  avoit  fes  ro^  d'Aouitaine,  de 
Soiffons,  &c. 

f  Quetincau. 
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in  a  ridiculous  plan  formed  by  him,  of  expelling  the 
Bourbons,  and  calling  the  Duke  of  York  to  the 
throne,  in  order  to  procure  the  countenance  and  pro- 
tecSlion  of  the  Englifli  nation.  When  foiled  in  this, 
by  the  public  indignation,  he  wifhed  to  carve  out  a 
petty  monarchy  for  his  royal  highnefs^  from  Liege, 
Brabant,  &c.  &c.  we  have  adually  feen  the  territory 
fairly  apportioned  on  a  v/ell  coloured  map.  To  this 
latter  fcheme,  however  whimfical  it  may  appear,  the 
writer  of  this,  has  good  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Englifn  miniftry  at  one  time  lent  its  countenance, 
and  actually  had  its  agents  on  the  fpot ! 

V/ken  the  revolution  of  the  31ft  of  May  occurred, 
Carra,  who  had  always  Tided  with  the  Gironde^  went 
into  the  departments,  where  he  had  formerly  been 
on  mifTion,  and  was  indifcreet  enough  to  propofe  the 
creation  of  zdepartemental  force  ;  but  inftead  of  this, 
the  adminlftrators  whom  he  had  offended,  voted  an 
unanimous  addrefs  to  the  Convention,  and  thanked 
them  for  their  enerj<ick  proceed  ..gs. 

The  mountain  having  at  length  triumphed,  Carra 
was  implicated  in  the  pretended  confpiracy  of  the 
21  Girondifb  deputies,  and  executed  on  the  31ft  of 
Cdober  1793,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

The  zeal  and  intrepidity  of  this  fmgular'man,  out- 
ran his  difcretion,  and  he  was  fmking  faft  into  con- 
tempt, when  a  violent  and  unjuft  death,  reftored  a 
portion  of  his  former  popularity,  and  thre\5^  a  luftre 
around  a  life,  jhat.  otl;ierwife  would  .have  been  un- 
noticed. 

•J.  B.   CAR- 
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The  Decernviral  government  of  France  was  re- 
plete with  unfpeakable  horrours;  but  it  is  ftill  diffi- 
cult to  believe,  notwithflanding  what  has  been  fre- 
quently afTerted,  that  Robefpierre  and  his  afibciates 
had  entered  deliberately  and  fyflematically  into  a 
plan  -for  depopulating  their  native  country.  It  will 
however  be  confefTed  on  all  hands,  that  the  excefTes 
of  the  revolutionary  period  have  checked  the  progrefs 
of  general  freedom,  and  thrown  an  odium  on  the 
zealots  of  democracy.  This  was  forefeen  in  France, 
and  moft,  if  not  all  the  finifter  events  that  have  oc- 
curred, were  prognofticated  during  this  atrocious  ty- 
ranny, in  feveral  fplrited  and  popular  *  pamphlets, 
pubiifhed  amidfl  the  poniards  of  afTallins,  and  circu- 
lated under  the  very  platform  of  the  guillotine. 

Carrier,  whofe  narrative  is  intimately  conne£led 
with  the  period  to  which  we  have  jufl:  alluded,  was 
born  at  Yolot  in  the  department  of  Cantal,  and  acted 
for  feme  time  as  d-procureur^  or  attorney,  in  the  pre- 
fidial  court  of  Aurillac.  He, is  faid,  by  his  biographer 
Babceuf,  who  experienced  a  fimilar  fate  (for  the  hera 
and  hiftorian  were  both  executed)  I  to  have  fpent  a 
life  of  atrocities,  and  at.laft  to  have  provoked  the 
maledictions  and  condemnation  of  all  Francef. 


*  UEtincelle  de  Raifon,  l\mbre  de  Cmnh'/e  Defmoulins,  ExpU^uons-mi, 


Sec.  •  ' 

f  "II  faut  done  €cvlre\ cette  vieatroce,  devorante,  populi- 

cide— ^— dont  le  heros  monltrueux  a  provoque  far  fa  tete  les  male- 
dl(5|tions,  Ja  condemnation  de  ia  France  entiere ! !!  " 

La  I'ie  et  les  cr'mei  de  Carrier. 

Although 
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Although  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
culars of  the  firft  part  of  his  life,  it  appears  evident, 
however,  that  he  declared  early  againft  the  court,  and 
it  feems  likely  that  he  was  one  of  the  many  French- 
men who  converted  the  revolution  into  a  kind  of 
commercial  /peculation.  Of  fuch  it  may  truly  be  faid 
with  the  divine  Milton,  himfelf  a  republican  : 

**  Licence  they  mean,  when  they  cry  Liberty  j 

*'  For  who  means  that,  mufl  fir  ft  be  wife  and  good." 

The  fiery  ardour  of  Carrier,  and  his  enthufiafm  in 
favour  of  the  new  order  of  things^  if  not  the  eftcem, 
procured  him  at  leaft  the  fupport  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  we  accordingly  find  him,  in  1793,  one  of 
the  deputies  for  his  native  department. 

It  was  in  that  dunghill  of  corruptior^  the  revolut 
tlonary  government^  in  which  fo  many  crimes  were 
engendered,  that  Carrier  took  root,  and,  like  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  fungus  tribe,  fprung  up  in  a  fingle 
night  into  notice.  The  war  of  La  Vendee  gave 
ample  fcope  to  his  talents,  and  he  is  intimately  con- 
tie£ted  with  its  moft  dreadful  epochs,  and  moft  un- 
fortunate events.  While  the  metropolis,  the  great 
cities,  the  principal  towns,  and  many  of  the  villages 
4)f  France,  had  made  a  rapid  progrefs  in  knowledge, 
part  of  that  immenfe  kingdom  was  Hill  involved  va 
Gothic  darknefs.  Bretagne,  and  Poitou  in  particular, 
Iboth  in  point  of  agricultural  acquirements  and  focial 
civilization,  were  behind-hand  with  the  fouthern  and 
naore  central  provinces.  Thofe  countries,  abounding 
with  torefts  and  morafies,  and  being  deficient  in  roads 
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and  canals,  were  impenetrable  to  any  but  the  natives, 
Thefe,  in  their  turn,  ignorant  of  mankind,  and  en- 
tirely deftitute  of  inflruclion,  retained  all  the  marks 
of  feudal  fubje6lion.  1  he  flaves  of  their  nobles  and 
their  priefis,  the  crofs  of  the  one  clafs,  and  the  co» 
ronet  of  the  other,  awed  them  into  the  mod  abjeft 
fubmiilion.  The  revolution  itfelf,  great  and  impor- 
tant as  that  event  was,  made  little  or  no  imprefiioa 
on  their  minds.  Its  benefits,  its  effe^ls,  and  its  hif- 
tory,  v/ere  alike  unknown  to  them,  and  it  v/ould 
have  been  vvonderful  indeed,  if  fuch  men  could  have 
refifted  the  arts  and  the  influence  employed  to  feduce 
them.  In  a  ftate  of  fociety,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the 
Northern  clans,  in  17 15,  and  1745,  like  them  they 
ruQied  to  arms  at  the  invitation  of  their  chieftains; 
like  them,  too,  they  fought,  and  like  them  they  were 
overcome.  While  the  limited  monarchy  continued, 
their  difafFedion  was  rather  cherifhed  than  reprefied, 
by  the  agents  of  royalty,  and  Louis  XV I.  has  been 
accufed  of  acriiTg  the  fame  part  with  the  Vendeans, 
as  our  Charles  I.  did  with  the  Irifli.  The  execution 
of  the  king  was  a  fignal  for  the  field;  the  BrifTotine 
government,  exhibiting  their  ufual  chara6^er,  talked 
of  moderation,  and  contented  themfelves  with  pallia- 
tives. But  their  fijcceffors,  in  their  ufual  flile  of 
ferocious  energy,  threatened  to  fmite  the  infurgent  , 
departments  with  a  mace  of  iron.  And  with  them,» 
to  threaten  and  to  execute,  was  the  fame  !  ' 

True  it  is,  that  the  Vendeans  conduced  themfelves 
with  a  favage  fury.  They  picketted,  tortured,  and 
tormented  the  patriots  with  all  the  refinements  of 
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a  diabolical  vengeance.  F]a2:ellatIon  was  at  times 
had  recourfe  to,  in  order  to  procure  the  difccvery  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  Some  they  mutilated  ;  others 
they  burned;  and  many  they  flayed  alive.  Thcfo 
were  hideous  ciimes,  but  they  met  v/ith  a  dread- 
ful, and  a  far  too  indifcrim.inate  retaliation.  The 
troops  were  permitted  to  live  at  free  quarters.  Not 
only  hcufjs,  but  villages  and  tov\^ns  were  laid  v/afte. 
All  communication  was  interdicted.  Men  were  de- 
liberately executed  without  a  trial.  Martial  law 
every  where  prevailed;  no  quarter  was  giverij  the 
inhabitants  were  forced  to  put  out  their  lights,'  and 
repair  to  bed,  at  a  certain  hour;  robbery,  butchery, 
ravifhment,  were  every  where  perpetrated,  and,  as 
ufual,  in  their  train  followed  famine  and  difeafe  I 
Such  horrours,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  were  referved 
folely  for  the  times  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals  ;  or  if 
perpetrated  at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
would  be  heard  of  with  indignation,  and  ferve  as  a 
falutary  admonition  to  fuch  as  wilhed  to  overftep  the 
bounds  of  humanity.  Alas  I  they  are  reported  to 
have  been  but  too  clofely  imitated,  and  that  too  in 
the  dominions  of  a  nation  that  once  profefled  to 
fhuddcr  at  the  bare  recital. 

But  let  us  return  to  Carrier.  The  Committee  of 
Publick.  Safety  having  determined  to  adopt  what  they 
termed  encrgetick  meajures^  in  refpecl  to  La  Vendee^ 
felecS^ed  generals  of  ferocious  manners,  in  order  to 
carry  their  fchemes  into  execution.  A  commiffioner 
of  a  fmiilar  character,  to  conduct  the  civil  admini- 
ftration,  was  ftill  wanting.     They  looked  around, 

and 


CARRIER.  95 

and  foon  fpund  the  proper  perfon  in  the  deputy  for 
Cantal.  He  accordingly  Tec  out  armed  with  unli- 
mited authority,  and  from  the  very  commencement 
of  his  mliTion  difplayed  an  unufual  degree  of  barba- 
rity. One  of  his  firft  publick  a£ls  was  to  enlifl:  the 
battalion  of  Marat,  a  body  of  plunderers,  who  fright- 
ened the  inhabitants  by  means  of  domiciliary  vifit?, 
and  not  unfrequently  laid  them  under  contribution. 
They  began  with  plunder,  and  ended  Vvith  blood,  for 
they  conducted  all  the  vidtirns  to  execution,  ar.d  fomc- 
times  a6led  as  executioners  thcm.felves. 

The  next  fiep  was  to  exterminate  all  thofe  taken 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  or  who  v/ore  ccckades  ct' 
a  certain  colour,  under  the  name  of  rebels  and  bri- 
gands. He  accordingly  commanded  twenty-four  to 
be  put  to  death  in  one  day;  but  Philippe,  one  of  his 
myrmidons,  infilled  on  a  written  order,  which,  being 
ifTued,  they  were  immediately  killed :  two  of  thefe 
were  only  thirteen,  and  other  two  but  fourteen,  years 
of  age ! 

To  .the  fv/ord,  fo  wantonly  wielded  by  the  gene- 
rals, the  new  commiflioner  added  the  ftill  more 
deadly  inftrument  of  famine.  Not  content,  how- 
ever, wi  ii  carrying  away  and  deflroying  the  corn, 
forage.  Sec.  he  ordered  Haxo  the  commander  in  chief 
to  have  recourfe  to  fir-,*,  and  burn  all  the  habitations 
of  the  wretched  inhabitants  ! 


*  **  ii  entre  ciar.s  rn:s  projets  d'enlever  toutes  les  fabfiftences,  les 
cienrees,  les  fourragts,  tout  en  in  mot  de  cc  tnaudit pays,  de  livrer  qux 
fiarturtes  tou-  ias  iatimns,  ce  je  i-ais  in-cjjlim^n-nt  ftn  faire  fajfir  Vordrt, 
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Such  an  inhuman  and  impolitick  zeal  naturally 
difgufted  the  true  patriots.  On  the  25th  Frimaire^ 
2d  year,  the  popular  fociety  of  Vincent  la  Mont  ague 
impeached  Carrier's  condu6l:  this  was  fufficient  to 
make  them  be  confidered  by  him  as  calumniators,  and 
the  aflbciation  was  inflantly  difTolved.  On  that  very 
day  commenced  the  noyades'^^  or  drownings.  No 
iefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  individuals  were 
inclofed  in  a  covered  barge,  and  funk  in  the  flream 
that  rolls  by  Nantes.  This  became  the  fubjeit  of  a 
joke — "  What  a  revolutionary  river  is  this  fame 
Loire  1 1  " 

On  the  27th  and  28th  he  caufed  two  boys  of  thir- 
teen to  be  executed,  along  with  four  fifters  of  the 
name  of  Metairie,  none  of  whom  liad  been  put  upon 
their  trial.  On  the  29th,  in  confequcnce  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  an  amnefty,  eighty  rebel  horfem.en  re- 
paired to  Nantes,  and  declared,  in  the  name  of  the 
infurgent  army,  that  they  would  deliver  up  their 
chiefs,  provided  three  only  were  permitted  to  return 
back,  the  reft  remaining  in  the  mean  time  as  hoftages. 
Inftead  of  complying  with  their  demand.  Carrier  or- 


*  Thefe,  with  a  cruel  and  infulting  mockery,  were  termed  *'  Re- 
volutionary baptifms."  Fouquet  and  Lamberty  were  the  agents  in 
this  infernal  fcheme,  and  while  Carrier  feledled  the  vi(5tims,  it  was 
they  who  procured  the  boats,  with  concealed  pipes,  to  let  in  the 
water.  There  are  faid  to  have  been  no  Iefs  than  twenty  of  thefe 
horrid  executions,  four  of  which  were  peculiarly  deflruftive  j  for  in 
one  of  them,  eight  hundred  individuals,  of  all  ages  and  fexcs,  were 
murdered. 

-f  *'  Quel  torrent  levolutionnaire  que  la  Loire!" 
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dered  them  all  to  be  confined,  and  they  were  piit  to 
death  the  very  next  day. 

The  fuftllades  foon  fucceeded  the  noyades.  The 
guillotine  was  not  fufEciently  expeditious,  in  his  opi- 
nion ;  by  this  inflrument  no  more  than  a  fmgle  head 
fell  at  one  operation;  the  mufketry  of  feveral  bat- 
talions could  alone  equal  the  bloody  celerity  of  the 
Oommiiiioner  *. 

The  priefts,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution, had  indeed  been  hoftile  to  liberty,  and  they 
were  not  fpared  by  Carrier.  He  accordingly  fent  for 
the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  into  his  prefence,  and 
ordered  that  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  had  not  been 
drowned  fhould  now  peri{h  (en  majfe)  in  a  body. — 
This  injunction  feems  to  have  been  but  too  faithfully 
complied  with,  although  it  was  in  exprefs  oppofition 
to  the  decree  of  the  legiflature,  condemning  the  re- 
fractory clergy  to  exile  only. 

No  city  in  France  had  been  more  early  or  more 
fondly  attached  to  liberty  than  Nantes.  It  had  alfo 
become  the  afylum  of  all  the  perfecuted  patriots  of 
La  Vendee^  and  its  inhabitants  had  repeatedly  ihed 
their  blood,  in  refifting  the  progrefs  of  the  infurgents. 
The  Commiffioner,  however,  foon  difcovered  that  all 

*  Here  foHows  an  extradl  from  Cafier's  letter,  immediately  after 
the  defeat  of  the  infurgents.-  "  La  defaite  des  brigands  eft  fi  com- 
piette,  que  nos  pofles  les  tuent,  prennent  et  amenent  a  Nantes  par 
centaincs  }  la  guillotine  ne  peut  fuffire :  'fax  pris  h  fart'i  de  la  fsWc 
fufiUcr.  lis  fe  rendent  ici  et  a  Angers  par  centaines :  j'alTure  a  ceux- 
ci  le  meme  fort  qu'aux  autres,'  J'invite  mon  collegue  Francaftel,  a 
fie  pas  s'ecarter  de  cctte  falutaire  et  expeditive  methode.  Ceft  far 
frhic'ipii  d'humar.iic  c^uc  jc purge  hi  tens  dc  la  llhirtc  dc  ces  itiorjlrcz.'''' 
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the  rich  people^  defignated  by  him  under  the  name  of 
the  Opulent  Aristocracy,  had  entered  into  a 
plot,  and  thofe  fufpcSfed  of  participating  in  it  were 
accordingly  arrefted,  and  transferred  to  TEporonniere, 
in  order  to  be  condudled  to  the  Ahhaye  at  Paris. 

This  devoted  town  was  at  the  fame  time  expofed 
to  all  the  horrours  of  a  famine.  The  citizens  deter- 
mined to  folicit  afliftance  from  the  capital,  but  it  was 
firft  neceflary  that  a  deputation  fhould  wait  on  Car- 
rier, in  order  to  crave  his  intervention. 

"  Demand  bread  for  Nantes  !"  exclaimed  he;  "I 
will  folicit  rather  to  employ  fire  and  fv/ord  againft 

fuch  an  abominable  city. You  are  all  rogues-^ 

counter-revolutionifts — ^brigands — I  intend  to  ifTue  a 
commiffion  for  trying  the  whole  of  you  !  I  myfelf 
will  prefide  on  the  occafion,  and  enjoin  the  few  pa- 
triots to  be  found  there,  to  evacuate  the  place. — But^ 
what  do  I  fay  ? — the  few  patriots  ?  There  was  but 
one  among  you,  and  you  guillotined  him.     Ruffians  ! 

heads  fhall  roll  about  the  ftreets  of  Nantes I 

will  regenerate  Nantes  *  ! " 

The  crimes  of  this  monfter  already  recited  are, 
from  their  very  nature  of  publick  notoriety;  indeed, 
on  his  trial,  they  were  all  fubftantiated  by  means  of 
witnefTes  of  unimpeached  integrity,  and  have  fince 

*  At  this  very  niOinent  the  inhabitants  of  Nantes  were  all  in  tears, 
being  reduced  to  half  a  pound  of  bad  bread  per  day,  and  in  the 
hourly  expeftation  that  their  city  would  be  declared  in  a  Jiate  of  rt- 
lell'ion.  A  little  before  this,  after  denouncing  "  the  merchants, 
ftiopkeepers,  and  con/piraton,''''  he  declared,  that  if  the  lafl  were  not 
delivered  up  to  him,  he  would  <iaimatc'  the  inhabitants. 

become 


CARRIER.  99 

become  matters  of  publick  record.  There  are  others, 
of  a  more  equivocal  nature,  unfan£lioned  by  equal 
authority,  but  yet  generally  believed.  Luft  and  ava- 
rice are  fald  to  have  held  a  divided  empire,  with  cru- 
elty, in  the  bofom  of  this  monfter.  He  is  reproached 
with  having  enriched  himfelf  with  the  plunder  of 
the  opulent,  and  with  having  violated  feveral  ladies 
whom  he  afterwards  caufed  to  be  butchered. 

At  length,  happily  for  mankind,  the  Them'idorean 
Revolution  took  place,  and  with  Robefplerre  fell  all 
his  tribunals  of  blood,  and  many  of  the  ferocious  men 
who  fupported  him.  Of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  Nantais^  who  had  been  tranfmitted  by  Carrier 
to  Paris,  ninety-four  yet  furvived.  Thefe  had  been 
accufed  of  the  vague  counter-revolutionary  crimes  of 
"  ftcck-j ebbing,"  "  foreftalling  the  markets,  v^^ith  a 
view  of  flarving  iYiQ fans-culottes"  &c.  &c.  and  they 
now  demanded  to  be  tried  before  the  new  Criminal 
Court.  By  this  tribunal,  which  had  fubftituted  cle- 
mency in  the  place  of  barbarity,  they  were  inftantly 
acquitted.  In  the  courfe  of  the  procefs,  the  prifon- 
ers  had  declaimed  with  great  violence  againft  Carrier, 
and  the  Revolutionary  Committee,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  authors  of  all  their  fufFerings.  Philip- 
Tronjoly,  one  of  the  furv Ivors,  and  who  himfelf  had 
formerly  a6led  as  Prefident  of  the  Criminal  Tribunal 
of  Nantes,  publiihed  thofe  denunciations,  confiding  of 
an  enormous  detail  of  atrocities.  The  publick  at- 
tention, on  this,  was  inftantly  aroufed,  and  the 
Convention  at  length  took  the  alarm;  for,  in  con- 
fequence  ef  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Twentv- 
K  %  one. 
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one,  they  decreed,  on  the  22d  Vendemaire^  that-the 
CommlfTioner  fhould  be  tried  before  the  Criminal 
Tribunal.  Accordingly,  on  Septidi  7  Frimaire 
(November  27th,  1793)  he  was  arraigned  in  the 
Salle  de  la  Liberie^  when  Goulin,  one  of  his  accom- 
plices, and  alfo  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal became  the  bittereft  of  his  accufers.  Carrier, 
however,  appeared  undaunted,  and  pleaded  two  de- 
crees in  his  juftification,-  the  one  for  burning  the 
houfes,  the  other  for  the  extermination  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  La  Vendee*.  As  to  the  7ioyadesyfufiU 
lades^  5cc.  he  threw  the  whole  blame  of  thofe  mea- 
fures  on  the  Revolutioiiary  Tribunal,  and  defied  any 
one  to  produce  a  fmgle  order,  under  his  hand,  autho- 
lifing  thofe  a6ts  f .     The  defence  of  Carrier  was  in 

general 

*  The  decrees  in  queition  were  thofe  of  the  19th  and  ayth  of 
March  1793,  under  the  fheiter  of  ^?vhlch  fo  many  horrours  were 
committed.  Neither  of  thefe,  however,  authorifed  gu'tllctlmdes,  fu- 
filladet,  7icy.4des,  or  executions  en  majje.  On  the  contrary,  they 
enadled  no  punifhment  whatever,  until  a  regular  coRvidion  before 
competent  tribunals  had  taken  place. 

f  This  is  a  defpicable  evafion  which  he  had  no  doubt  learned  in 
the  courfe  of  his  profefTional  practice.  His  particular  orders  were 
indeed  terbal,  but  they  were  accompanied  by  a  general  written  au- 
thority, delivered  to  one  of  his  accomplices  of  the  nsme  of  Lam- 
berty,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exaft  copy  : 

«'  Carrier, 
^'  Reprefentent-du  peuple  pres  I'armee  de  I'oueft,  invite  et  re- 
quiertlenombredes  citoyensque  GuillaumeLamberty  voudra  choifir, 
a  obeir  a  tous'les  ordrts  quM  leur  dcnnera  pour  une  expedition  ^ue 
ncus  lui  avons  confer  ^  requiert  le  commandant  des  poftes  de  Nantes  de 
laifTtr  pa/Ter,  foit  de  nuit,  foit  de  jour,  le  dit  Lamberty  et  Ics  citoyens 
qu'il  conduira  avec  lui ;  defend  a  qui  que  ce  foit  de  porter  la  moin- 
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general  able,  and  In  Tome  parts  eloquent;  It  was  chiefly 
founded  on  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  infurgents 
againft  the  patriots,  and  if  it  did  not  juftify,  was  calcu- 
lated at  leaft  to  palliate  fome  of  his  own  enormities. 

"  Civil  wars,"  faid  he,  "  have  always  been  noted 
for  the  reprifals  made  by  one  party  upon  another ; 
and  there  never  was  a  civil  war,  during  which  the 
revolters  perpetrated  fo  many  horrouis,  cruelties, 
murders,  and  maflacres,  as  in  that  of  La  Vendee, 
Thefe  feem  to  be  now  forgotten ;  but  that  circum- 
ftance  fhall  not  prevent  me  from  prefenting  you  with 
a  fketch  of  them. 

The  brigands  were  the  firft  to  give  the  fignal 
for  crimes  of  all  kinds,  and  Machecoult  was  the 
theatre,  in  which  the  moft  bloody  fcencs  were 
realifed.  It  was  there  that  the  rebels  hacked  and 
cut  in  pieces  eight  hundred  patriots;  thefe  were 
interred,  half  dead,  half  alive,  their  bodies  being 
covered  but  flightly,  while  their  legs  and  arms 
were  expofed  to  the  elements.  They  bouna  their 
wives  with  cords,  and  forced  them  to  aflilt  at  the 
maffacre  of  their  hufbandsj  they  then  nailed  them 
up,  along  with  their  children,  to  the  doors  of  their 
houfes,  and  pierced  them  with  a  thoufand  wounds. 
The  conftitutional  prieft  was  fpitted  alive,  and  car- 
ried in  this  manner  through  the  ftreets,  after  the  bar- 
barians had  mutilated  fuch  of  his  members  as  pofTefTed 

dre  cntrave  aux  operations  que  pourront  necefliter  leurs  expe- 
ditions." 

This  was  liTued,  in  order  to  enable  Lamberly  to  accomplifli  the 
r.cyadei  without  interruption. 
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the  greateft  degree  of  fenfibility :  at  length,  he  alfo 
was  nailed,  fl  11  alive,  to  the  tree  of  liberty,  while  a 
Vendean  drefled  in  his  ecclefiaftical  robes,  celebrated 
maffes  in  the  midft  of  blood,  and  disfigured  carcafTes. 

"  In  the  JVIarfiies  of  Nort,  a  battalion  compofed  of 
600  young  men  belonging  to  Nantes,  was  firft  mu- 
tilated, and  afterwards  maflacred." 

At  Cholet  the  brigands  renewed  the  frightful 
fcenes  c.  Machecoult ;  they  configned  the  patriots  to 
the  moft  terrible  torments  ;  before  they  deprived 
them  of  life,  they  nailed  up  the  palpitating  limbs  of 
their  wives  and  children  to  the  gates,  and  afterwards 
pierced  them  with  fwords — in  ihort,  they  exercifed 
thefe  unheard  of  cruelties  wherever  they  found  either 
patriots  who  oppofed,  or  peaceable  imiabitants  who 
would  not  carry  arms  for  them. 

"  When  they  took  pofl'effion  of  Saumur,  every 
one  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  friendly  to 
liberty,  perifhed  by  the  moft  frighuul  tortures:  the 
women  with  their  children  in  their  arms,  threw 
themfelves  out  of  ihe  windows,  but  the  ruiiians  fol- 
lowed and  poniarded  them  in  the  ftreet. 

The  punifhments  deftined  by  them  for  our  brave 
defenders  was  no  leis  cruel ;  the  leaft  barbaroUB  was 
to  fhoot  or  kill  them  by  wounds  inflicted  by  the 
bayonet;  but  the  moft  common  was  to  fufpend  them 
by  the  feet  to  trees,  then  "to  place  cartridges  at  the 
nofe  and  mouth,  which  they  fet  fire  to,  and  they 
v,e!e  thus  allowed  to  periih  in  unfpeakable  torments. 

"  We  could  not  move  a  fmgle  ftep  in  La  Vendee y 
without  thbfe  fiightful,  hideous,  terrible,  fpedtacles, 

every 
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every  where  afflicting  us.  Our  eyes  were  tortured 
on  entering  a  village,  with  the  fight  of  the  faviours 
of  our  country  cut  into  (hreds,  and  nailed  to  the 
doors  of  the  buildings  -,  the  trees,  the  woods,  and  the 
hedges,  exhibited  the  disfigured  corpfes  of  our  brave 
brethren  in  arms,  fufpended  to  the  branches  with 
their  bodies  half  burnt ;  a  little  further  off,  we  found 
their  inanimate  remains  nailed  to  trees,  and  gallowfef^ 
mutilated,  pierced  with  wounds,  the  faces  confumed, 
or  rather  calcined  ! 

"  The  brigands  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  thefe 
inhuman  tortures;  they  filled  their  very  ovens  with 
our  gallant  defenders,  and  actually  fet  fire  to  and 
ronfumed  them  in  this  atrocious  manner. 

"  The  cannibals  at  length  invented  a  new  fpecies 
of  punifhment ;  fuch  of  the  foldiers  of  the  republick  as 
they  took  prifoners,  had  their  nofes,  hands,  and  feet, 
cut  cfF,  and  were  then  precipitated  into  the  moft 
fri2;htful  dungeons, 

"  Let  it  not  aftoniih  you  then,  if  at  the  afpecl  of  fo 
many  atrocities,  a  few  reprifals  perhaps  in  their 
nature  too  violent^  ftiould  be  made  ;  now  that  a 
calm  has  enfued,  they  affli6t:  humanity  :  but  you  are 
not  to  confine  your  regards  to  this  circumflance;  for 
what  v/as  our  political  fituation  at  that  epoch,  when 
they  were  perpetrated?  AH  our  frontiers  were  in- 
vaded from  the  north  to  the  fouth ;  treafon  had  dis- 
organized our  armies ;  the  interiour  of  the  coun- 
try was  in  flames ;  Toulon  Was  fold  to  the  Englifli ; 
A4arfeilles,  Lyons,  Bourdeaux,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  fouthern  departments,  prefented  a  menacijig  front 
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to  the  republick  ;  the  departments  of  the  north  were 
next  agitated,  armed  agalnft  the  National  Conven- 
tion ;  La  Vendee  was  become  formidable  by  its  vic- 
tories ;  the  whole  of  the  ci-devant  Bretagne  expe- 
rienced an  ebullition  truly  frightful;  its  coafts,  its 
ports,  were  menaced  with  a  defcent  of  thirty  thoufand 
Englifli  and  emigrants  then  ftationed  before  Guern- 
fey  and  Jerfey ;  Morbihan  was  in  open  rebellion  ; 
Nantes  was  furrounded  by  brigands,  exifling  merely 
from  day  to  day,  able  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  to 
procure  fubfiftence,  defolated  too  \ij  contagion,  the 
brigands  introducing  themfelves  within  its  walls ; 
keeping  up  a  correfpondence  with  feveral  of  its  in- 
habitants, who  furnifhed  them  with  fuccours,  arms, 
and  ammunition  ;  the  prifoners  rifing  in  the  jails, 
and  a  great  confpiracy  earring  on  in  this  very  city ! 

"  It  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  amidft  fo  many 
enemies,  dangers,  and  obftacles,  that  the  commune  of 
Nantes  found  itfelf  protected  by  only  a  feeble  garri- 
fon.  Parents,  brothers,  relations,  friends,  killed, 
tortured,  maflacred  by  the  brigands  ;  fuch  were  the 
elements  that  awakened,  and  excited  vengeance  ! 

"  Ought  any  one  then  to  be  aftonifhed  at  this 
moment,  if  fo  many  perils  on  one  part,  and  fo  many 
atrocities  on  the  other,  fhould  lead  to  exaggerated 
meafures  ?  And  is  it  proper  to  judge  coldly  to  day 
when  the  public  opinion  is  changed,  concerning 
what  ought  to  have  been  done  laft  year,  in  the  midft 
of  ftorms,  dangers,  and  excefles,  when  at  that  period, 
every  good  citizen  had  before  his  eves  the  bleeding 
image  of  his  country,  and  when  the  only  rule  of  con- 
4  du6lj 
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i\i^^  the  fole  meafure  of  law  was,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
the  [afety  of  the  people  ?" 

The  whole  of  this  fpeech,  is  merely  a  jufliiication, 
under  colour  of  r//>r//^/x;  it  indeed  ferves  in  fome 
degree  to  diminifh  our  horrour  of  Carrier's  crimes, 
but  it  does  not  acquit  him,  for  the  retaliation  was 
not  incidental  or  temporary^  but  fyftematical  and 
continuous.  It  was  alfo  clearly  proved  at  the  trial, 
and  he  could  not  difculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge, 
that  he  had  figned  two  lifts,  containing  the  names  of 
ir.furgents,  among  whom  were  children  from  thirteen 
to  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  were  executed  without 
any  procefs  whatever. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  following  judgment 
was  pronounced  on  the  26th  Frimaire. 

1.  *'  The  tribunal,  after  having  heard  the  verdicl  of 
the  jury,  declaring  it  evident  that  in  the  department 
oi  Loire  i7iferleure^  and  particularly  in  the  commune 
of  Nantes,  crimes  and  manoeuvres  have  been  prac- 
tifed,  tending  to  afFe6t  the  fafety  and  the  liberty  of 
the  French  nation,  by  the  commiiHon  of  arbitrary 
a£ls  in  violation  of  the  liberty  of  citizens  j  fuch  as 
(les  noyades  ^  fufillades)  drowning  and  (hooting 
men  in  bodies,  although  they  were  not  brigands ;  in 
making  ufe  of  terrour  againft  all,  and  in  condemning 
many  irreproachable  citizens. 

2.  "  l^hat  Carrier  having  rendered  himfelf  author 
oi^  or  accomplice  in  thofe  criminal  manoeuvres,  by 
giving  orders  on  the  27th  and  28th  Frimaire^  to 
fhoot  brlga72ds^  among  whom  were  children  of  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  years  of  age  5  by  tolerating  or 

commanding 
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commanding  (noyadcs)  drowning ;  by  giving  unlimited 
power  to  Lamberty,  Fouquet,  and  Lalbateux,  who, 
under  cc  lour  of  thefe  powers,  have  committed  un- 
heard of  cruelties  : 

3.  "  That  having  done  all  this,  knowingly,  wick- 
edly, and  with  counter-revolutionary  intentions  : 

"  The  tribunal  after  hearing  the  public  accufer,  as 
to  the  application  of  the  punifhmcnt,  relative  to  the 
laws  invoked  by  him,  condemns  Carrier  to  the  pains 
of  death,  and  declares  his  goods  confifcated  to  the 
profit  of  the  republick.'* 

The  National  Convention,  however,  would  not  at 
iirfl:  fan<ftion  the  fentenccj.for  a  formal  decree,  revoked 
the  pov/ers  granted  to  this  tribunal.  The  fate  of 
this  vile  commilTioncr,  was  however  only  fufpended, 
for  he  was  executed  on  the  25th  Frimaire,  third  year, 
(December  15th  1794.) 

Jean  Baptifte  Carrier  was  only  thirty  fix-years 
old,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Pofleffing  ftrong  paf- 
fions,  his  zeal  bewildered  his  judgment,  and  no  man 
was  of  greater  diflervice  on  this  very  account,  to  the 
caufe  cf  liberty,  which  he  pretended  to  efpoufe. 

If  the  print  which  we  have  feen  of  him,  has  the 
remoteft  refemblance  to  the  original,  he  muft  have 
been  one  of  the  moll  hideous  of  the  human  race  ! 

LUSIGNAN. 

The  crimes  ccmmitced  \v\  La  Vendee^  were  not 
peculiar  either  to  the  patriots  or  the  ariftocrats,  tl^e 
plebeians,  or  the  nobles  :  alas  I  they  were  perpetrat- 
ed  indifcriminately  by  parties,  and  men  of  all  def- 
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criptions  :  Here  follows  an  anecdote  but  too  well 
authenticated. 

Lufignanj  a  man  of  family,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
defcended  from  the  French  prince  of  the  fame  name, 
who  for  a  fhort  time,  filled  the  throne  of  Jerufalem, 
during  the  time  of  the  Croifades,  attached  himfelf  to 
the  vI6lorious  fide,  and  rofe  to  be  general  of  bri- 
gade, in  the  republican  army.  This  officer,  on  his  en- 
trance into  the  infurgent  provinces,  determined  to 
diftinguifh  himfelf  by  his  violence.  Sufpiclon  v/as 
continually  awake  in  his  bofom.  Every  peafant 
with  him  was  a  foe,  and  every  offence  was  to  be 
expiated  with  blood. 

The  young  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nantes, 
and  tlie  inhabitants  in  general,  exhibited  a  proof  of 
their  good  intentions,  by  offering  to  enrol  them- 
felves,  and  march  againft  the  enemy.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  the  perpetration  of  the  moft 
fhocking  enormities,  of  w^hich  they  were  too  fre- 
quently the  viciims. 

This  ferocious  commander  repaired  one  day  toPal- 
lere,  a  little  hamlet,  near  the  forges  of  Cugan,  accom- 
panied by  about  thirty  horfe.  Happening  to  meet  the 
women  of  the  village,  he  afked,  where  their  hufbands 
were  ?  They,  without  any  hefitation,  replied,  "  at 
"  home,  weaving  ftuffs."  Lufignan  orders  them  to 
appear.  They  accordingly  come  forth  with  their 
aprons  on,  and  follow  him  to  Cliffon,  where,  with- 
out either  trial  or  examination,  he  orders  feventeen 
cut  of  eighteen  to  be  inftantly  ihot ! 

PHILIP- 
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P.  Philippeaux,  bom  at  Ferriere,  in  1760,  and 
bred  originally  for  the  bar,  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  and  one  of  the  few  honeft  deputies  who 
were  fent  into  La  Vendee.  Mild  and  gentle  in  his 
manners,  although  energetic  in  his  proceedings,  he 
abhorred  the  (bedding  of  human  blood,  and  exclaim- 
ed bitterly  againft  the  abufc  of  power,  on  the  part  of 
the  public  fundlionaries.  He  feems,  indeed,  to 
have  imagined,  that  moft  of  the  horrours  committed, 
were  fecretly  countenanced  by  a  powerful  fa(5lion, 
for  it  is  thus  he  writes  to  the  Committee  of  Publick 
Safety,  on  the  16th  Frimaire,  of  the  fecond  year: 

"  The  war  of  La  /''>7z 7 /^,  becomes  daily  more  and 
more  a  labyrinth  of  myfleries  and  delufion  ;  it  is 
evident,  hov/ever,  that  its  duration  is  owing  to  a 
confpiracy,  and  the  adders  muft  indeed  be  in  pofTef- 
fion  of  great  pawer,  fmce  they  have  aflociated  even 
the  governm.ent  in  their  horrible  fuccefs. 

"  It  Vv^ill  be  difficult  for  our  pofterity  to  believe, 
that  all  the  perfidious,  cowardly,  or  weak  generals, 
who  in  the  courfe  of  this  war  have  poniarded  the 
republick,  fhould  enjoy  the  moft  perfect  fecurity  ; 
that  not  one  of  them  fliould  have  been  punifhed  ; 
that  fcveral,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  admitted  to 
the  highcft  profeflional  honours,  while  the  brave  and 
generous  officers  who  were  honeft  enough  to  endea- 
vour to  put  an  end  to  hoftilities,  are  either  ^difplaced 
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ChoudieU)  the  enemy  of  Phillppeaux,  endeavour- 
ed to  contradidt  his  ftatements,  in  a  report  on  La 
Vendee^  and  to  excufe  the  atrocities  committed,  un- 
der pretext  that  the  inhabitants  were  fanaticks,  and 
unworthy  of  mercy ! 

"  The  revolution  had  never  penetrated,"  fays  he, 
"into  thofe  parts  of  Poitou  and  Bretagne  which 
were  the  feat  of  the  infurredlion.  Either  by  the  ig» 
norancs,  or  the  perverfity  of  the  adminiftrative  bo- 
dies, the  laws  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  relative  to 
the  nobility  and  the  clergy,  were  but  imperfect!'/ 
underflood  ;  and  it  was  v/ith  infinite  pains  that  evTn 
an  appearance  of  fubmiHlon  could  be  obtained.  The 
inhabitants  of  thofe  countries,  plunged  into  the  moft 
profound  ignorance,  and  deprived  of  al-1  communica- 
tion among  themfelves,  en  account  of  the  badnefs  of 
their  roads,  remained  in  fubjcftion  to  the  nobles  and 
priefts,  in  the  mi'dfl  of  enfranchifed  France."  He 
then  proceeds  to  flate,  "  that  the  civil  ccfnmijfariesy 
fent  thither  by  the  king,  inflead  of  opening  the  eyes 
of  the  fanaticks,  and  unmaf^ing  and  puni(hing  thofe 
vrho  mi  fled  them,  gave  a-  new  degree  of  force  and 
energy  to  their  err  ours,  and  folemnly  approved  of  their 
criminal  refiftance  to  the- laws." 

PhiJippeaux  v/anted  to  carry  into  pra£lice,  a  plan 
bottomed  on  the  very  theory  recommended  by  his 
enemies :  for  he  had  adually  drawn  up  a  republican 
c^.techif?n^  in  order  to  enlighten  the  people,  and  inflill 
principles  of  liberty  into  their  minds. 

*'  The  generals,"  fays  Philippeaux,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  i6  Frimarc, 
J^  2d  vear 
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2d  year,  "  fuch  as  Bcrruyer,  Marce,  and  Ligonnler, 
who  were  entrufted  with  the  tafk  of  flifllng  the  firft 
germs  of  civil  difcord,  favoured  the  rebels  in  every 
^  lenfe,  in  order  to  encreafe  their  audacity,  and  bring 
down  all  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war.  Qucti- 
neau,  fucceflbr  to  thefe  traitors  and  difciple  of 
the  infamous  Dumourler,  walked  in  their  fteps.  He 
delivered  up  Thouars  to  the  hrlgands^  with  5000 
men  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition.  The  re- 
bels tcok  him  prifoner  out  of  mere  form,  and  after- 
wards releafed  him  on  his  word  of  honour.  He  him- 
felf  wore  the  infamous  white  cockade  j  he  gave  the 
enemy's  general  the  fraternel  embrace,  (Taccolade 
fraternellc)  in  the  midft  of  the  breathlefs  bodies  of 
our  unfortunate  brethren  then  dying  for  liberty ; 
he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  infamous  orgies  with  the 
foyaliflsj  at  the  time  our  defenders  were  languifliing 
in  dungeons,  and  deprived  of  nourifhment  for  thirty- 
hours.'* 

When  Angers  and  Pont  de  Ce  were  menaced  by 
the  enemy,  Philippeaux,  although  he  had  no  exprefs 
milTion  for  that  purpofe,  inflantly  fet  out,  on  hearing 
the  intelligence,  for  Angers,  and  notwithfting  he 
found  a  written  order  there  for  abandoning  the  place, 
he  had  yet  the  hardihood  to  refifl:  ;  at  the  rifk 
of  his  head,  he  took  meafures  for  that  purpofe,  actually 
repelled  the  enemy,  which  led  to  many  other  falutary 
events,  and  had  he  been  but  prop  rly  fuppoiHed, 
would  have  given  a  decided  turn  to  publick  ajffairs. 

At  length,  on  the  23d  of  Augull,  the  Committee 

of  Public  Safety  determined  to  adopt  new  meafures. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign   was   changed  j  the  war 
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was  to  be  termlnnted  inftantly,  and  that  by  a  gene- 
ral attack.  Ronfiii  and  RofTignol,  who  feena  to 
have  had  private  inftruclions,  or  wex^e  afiured  of 
the  prote£lion  of  government,  determined  to  mar 
this  project,  and  they  a£lually  did  it  with  impunity. 
On  this,  Philippeaux,  and  the  other  commiffioners 
denounced  them,  and  they  were  recalled,  but  it  was 
only  to  be  entrufted  with  Hill  higher  commands. 

Montaigu  was  foon  after  taken  by  the  infurgents, 
and  the  republican  army,  being  deprived  of  their  camp 
equipage,  which  had  been  depofited  there,  were  actually 
obliged  to  lie  on  the  bare  ground*,  while  its  generals 
difplayed  an  Afiatic  luxury. 

Philippeaux,  Allocked  to  behold  the  republican 
battalions  immolated  under  the  direction  of  worth- 
lefs  and  criminal  men,  by  means  of  his  importunities 
forced  the  Convention  to  nominate  a  commi/Hon  to 
examine  into  his  conduct.  This,  however,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  which, 
in  order  to  elude  this  meafure,  declared  by  the  organ 
of  Bariere,  "  that  there  was  ns  longer  a  Vendee  /" 
Eight  days,  however,  demonftrated  the  falfehood  of 
this  declaration,  as  Montaigu  was  a6tualiy  taken  by 
the  rebels,  and  the  garrifon  with  difficulty  efcaped. 
Philippeaux  attempted  once  more  to  exculpate  iiim- 
felf,  and  actually  p  ocured  another  com'^ifTion  r^    be 

•  *' Fn  forte  qu;  1  «rn:iee  depi.i  jcrtt  e  o  ;.!■.  este  -.  :  a 
blvuaquer  fur  ia  dure,  &  ''ans  ia  boie,  pe.idan":  qje  f  s  ,."  r  anx, 
gabionnes  d'hlftriens  &  de  courtifannes,  la  c.i  lutfent  a  j;  \.ju- 
cherie  perpetuelle  " 

Lettre  de  Phi!,  au  comite  de  Salut  i  ■b. 
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appointed  for  enquiring  into  the  condutR:  of  the  court 
cf  Saiunur  *,  but  this  was  diflblved  en  the  3d  Nivsj'e, 
On  the  1 8th  Nivofe^  he  tranfmltted  a  new  accufa* 
tlon  againft  it ;  this  produced  the  temporary  im- 
prifonment  ofRonfin  and  Vincent.  P'rom  that  mo- 
ment he  was  entered  in  the  lift  of  thofe  profcribed  by 
the  Decemz'irsy  a  circumOance  which  determined  the 
fate  of  this  brave  republican,  who  devoted  himfelf  for 
his  country,  without  being  able  to  fave  it.  The 
guilty  Vincent  and  Ronfm  were  enlarged  en  the 
14th;  and  on  the  15th  Chcudieu  prefented  a  report 
in  order  to  take  away  his  life. 

On  the  ilth  of  Germinal,  Philippesiux  was  arrett- 
ed, tried,  condemned,  and  finally  cue  ofF  on  the  5th 
of  April,  I794i  under  the  vague  pretence  of  being 
"  an  author  of,  and  accomplice  in  a  grand  confpiracy, 
tending  to  deflroy  the  National  Convention  ;  to  re- 
cftabliih  royalty  in  France,  and  to  maiTacre  the  Pa- 
triots, the  Committees  of  Public  Safety,  General 
Surety,  and  the  Jacobins." 

Philippeaux  was  odious  to  the  then  ruling  powers, 
and  feii  a  martyr  to  their  vengeance.  They  dreaded 
his  humanity,  his  eloquence,  and  his  energy,  and  could 
not  bear  that  fuch  a  man  fhould  brave  their  autho- 
rity, and  condemn  their  condu<£l. 

He  blamed  the  fanguinary  meafures  of  the  Cbjn  - 
mittees  of  government,  as  equally  cruel,  unjuft,  and 
jmpolitick. 


*  This  was  the  appellation  given  to  a  central  committee  of  de- 
puties and  general  officers 

In 
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In  the  exprefs  words  of  one  of  our  own  generals, 
he  reproached  the  army  of  La  Vendee  with  their 
excefles,  and  told  them  "  that  they  were  more  for- 
midable to  their  fellow  citizens  than  to  the  enemy." 

It  was  not  to  be  expe£^ed  that  fuch  a  man  could 
efcape  the  guillotine  j  but  although  it  was  eafy  to 
murder,  it  was  not  poflibJe  to  difhonour  him,  and 
poilerity  will  do  ample  juftice  to  one  of  the  few  citi- 
zens, who  returned  with  an  irreproachable  chara6ler 
from  the  infurgent  departments,  and  whofe  virtue 
conftituted  his  fole  crime.  He  perifhed  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

DAVID. 

It  is  not  David  the  painter,  of  whom  I  at  prefent 
make  mention,  but  David  a  man  of  letters,  author  of 
"  Hijlclre  Chronologique  des  operations  de  l^armes 
du  Nord  ^'  de  celle  de  Sambre  et  Meuje^  &c,'* 

Whije  many  of  the  Girondifts  withdrew  from  the 
tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  by  flying  to  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  David  took  refuge  in  the  army,  and  was  there 
fafe  from  the  fury  of  the  Bonnets^rouges,  as  he  terms 
the  jacobins. 

It  was  not  his  wealth,  he  fays,  that  expofed  him 
to  perfecution,  but  he  knew  how  to  read  and  write, 
which  at  that  time,  i/  we  are  to  believe  himj  was 
accounted  a  crime  !  Being  the  relation  of  general 
Souham,  he  enjoyed  his  protection,  and  having  ah 
opportunity  of  infpedling  the  orderly  books  of  the 
arnay,  and  converfing  wuth  the  Etat  Major^  he  was 
L  3  thus 
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thus  enabled  to  compofe  the  volume  which  he  has 
entitled  **  Campagnes  du  General  Pichegru,^* 

His  work  abounds  with  frequent  inftances  of 
intrepidity,  on  the  part  of  the  French  foldiers.  Afk- 
ing  one  of  them,  whether  he  thought  the  army 
would  be  able  to  penetrate  into  Flanders  ?  he  replied 
thus :  "  En  Flandre  !  ce  pays  ne  tiendra  pas  plur 
devant  nous  que  la  rofee  devant  le  foleilj'  Speak- 
ing of  the  line  of  fortifications  from  Namur  to 
Ypres,  a  grenadier  exclaimed  :  "  CetU  ligne  !  bah,, 
croycL-moi  nous  Vavalerons  comme  une  ajperge  /" 
Thcfe  fayings  indeed  have  the  appearance  of  gaf- 
conade,  but  they  were  followed  by  circumftances 
that  beftowed  on  them  all  the  verity  of  prophecy. 

Every  one  is  acquainted  with  the  efFe<£t  of  elo- 
quence on  large  affemblies  of  men,  and  the  enthu- 
fiafm  produced  by  popular  fongs  among  the  foldiery, 
of  all  nations.  The  '-'•  Marfeilloife;'  ''^  Vei lions  an 
falut  de  Vempire^^  and  ''  Le  Reveil  du  peupl^^'  were 
all  fung  in  the  camps,  yet  M,  David  aflerts,  that  in 
Pichegru's  battles,  the  monotonous  found  of  the  drum 
\vas  alone  heard.  The  lyrick  productions  of  Chenier 
and  Gouffroi,  were  regularly  fent  to  the  troops,  but 
the  more  fimple  and  natural  Vaudevilles  of  Barre 
and  Gaveaux,  were  far  greater  favourites.  The 
following  verfes  would  at  firft  fight  appear  to  be  a 
fatyre  on  the  French  armies,  as  they  have  been  ac- 
cufed  by  their  enemies  to  have  drav/n  great  part  of 
their  courage  from  the  brandy  bottle,  but  the  author 
is  both  ferious  and  witty  : 

COUPilTSa 


DAVID.  Il5 

COUPLETS  BACCHIQUES  &  GUERRIERS. 

Voulez-vous  fuivre  unbon  confeil? 

Buvez  avant  que  de  combattre  j 

De  fens  froid  je  vaux  mon  pareil, 

Mais  quand  j'ai  bien  bu,  j'en  va'ux  quatre. 

Verfez  done,  mes  amis,  vex-fez, 

Je  n'en  puis  jamais  boire  afl*ez. 

Ma  foi !  c'efl  un  trifle  foldac 
Que  celui  qui  ne  fait  pas  boire, 
II  voit  les  dangers  du  combat, 
Le  buveur  n'en  voit  qufe  la  gloire, 
Verfez  done,  Sec. 

Comme  ce  ^in  tow  me  I'efprit, 
Comme  11  vous  chan,:^e  une  perfonne  } 
Tel  qui  tremble  s'il  reflechit, 
Fait  trembler  quand  il  deraifonne. 
Verfez  done,  &g. 

Get  univers,  ah  qu'il  eft  bean  ! 
Mais  pourquoi  dans  ce  grand  ouvrage, 
Le  feigneur  a-t-il  mis  tant  d'eau  ? 
Le  vin  me  plairoit  davantage. 
Verfez  done,  &c. 

SMI  n'a  pas  fait  un  element 
De  cette  liqueur  rublconde, 
Le  feigneur  6'eft  montre  prudent. 
Nous  euffions  defleciie  le  nionde, 
Verfez  done,  mes  amis  verfez, 
Je  n'en  puis  jamais  boire  affez. 

This  was  a  favourite  fong  in  the  army  that  enter* 
ed  Flanders,  and  is  warmly  recommeit^ed  by  David, 
who  has  returned  to  Paris,  and  has  become,  what  is 
very  common  there,  although  it  founds  very  ftrangely 
here,  viz.  a  ?nodirc  enrage, 

SALM. 
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SALM, 

Is  reported  to  be  a  cadet  of  the  great  German  fa- 
mily of  Salm  Salm,  fo  diftinguifhcd  in  the  annals  of 
the  empire.  Having  had  all  his  fortune  fwallowed 
up  in  Paris,  that  vortex  of  diffipation  and  intrigue, 
he  entered  into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  the  re- 
volution found  him  in  a  humble  fituation. 

One  of  the  reprefentatives  on  miflion  with  the 
army,  having  publifhed  an  order  enjoining  all  the 
nobles  to  leave  the  fervice  ;  this  v^ras  fo  flridly  com- 
plied vv^ith,  that  feveral  privates  were  actually  oblig- 
ed to  conform  to  it. 

Salm,  however,  either  efcaped  the  inquifitorial  eye 
of  the  commiiTioner,  or  was  prote£led  by  his  corps^ 
for  this  fometimes  occurred,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Carabineers,  who  perfifted  in  difobeying  this  arrhh 
and  a£lually  retained  d*Anglard,  their  colonel,  an 
officer  of  diftinguiihed  merit. 

At  the  fiege  of  Grave,  and  the  attack  on  the  Ifle 
of  Bommel,  we  find  Salm  at  the  head  of  a  divifion, 
and  he  is  now  a  general  officer,  having  diftinguifhcd 
himfelf,  like  feveral  others  of  the  nobles,  permitted 
to  remain  with  the  army,  by  his  extraordinary  cou- 
rage, and  his  implicit  devotion  to  the  interefts  of 
the  common  wealth, 

VALETEAU, 

Has  lately  rifen  from  being  chief  of  brigade,  to  be 
a  general  officer.  He  is  a  ftricft  difciplinarian,  a  clr- 
cumftancc    which   gave  great  offence   to  the  nev/ 

levies 
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levies  that  were  fent  to  the  northern  army,  and  pro- 
duced Jris  dilmiHion. 

In  January  1794-5  a  gendarme  left  his  cantone- 
ment,  in  order  to  attend  one  of  the  politieal  clubs  in 
his  neighbourhood.  Valeteau,  who  detefted  thofe 
afTcmblics,  inflantly  confined  him  in  the  guard-houfe. 
The  foldier,  however,  who  happened  to  be  a  great 
orator,  inftantly  denounced  him,  and  having  learned 
that  he  had  been,  what  he  termed  "  garde  du 
iyran^^  one  of  the  king's  body-guard,  the  mother- 
fcciety  of  the  jacobins,  anxious  to  purge  the  army  of 
all  the  open,  or  difguifed  royalifts  ;  at  length  inter- 
meddled in  the  affair. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  gendarme  applied  to  general 
Souham,  who  artfully  fleered  clear  of  the  contention, 
but  the  affiliated  club  at  Lifle,  having  inftigated  that 
at  Paris,  to  employ  its  influence,  Valeteau.  waaca^ 
fhiered,  and  fuffered  all  the  rigours  of  the  decree  of 
the  17th  September.  Luckily,  however,  for  him, 
Pichegru  arrived  at  head-quarters,  and  knowing 
that  without  difcipline  the  arm.y  would  be  diforga- 
nized,  and  France  difmembered,  hs  procured  the 
refloration  of  Valeteau,  to  his  former  rank,  and  he 
has  fmce  merited  this  attention,  by  his  zeal,  intrepi* 
dity,  and  patriotifm. 

GENERAL    6017HAM, 

Is  of  a  gigantic  flature,  being  fix  feet  two  inches, 
French  meafure,  in  height,  and  ilrong  in  proportion. 
He  was  born  in  1 761,  in  the  department  of  Coreze, 
and  being  uncommonly  brave^  is  much  efleemed  by 

the 
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the  army.  It  has  always  been  the  pracftice  of  the 
commander  In  chief  to  place  him  in  the  front  of 
danger.  He  has  therefore  often  led  the  vanguard, 
and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  has  never  been  beaten. 
The  advantages  gained  at  Moefcroen  Hooglede  and 
PufHech,  were  obtained  principally  by  his  divifion. 
He  has  lately  been  appointed  general  of  the  interiour 
by  the  Dire£lory. 

F0R9TER. 

This  is  one  of  the  German  patriots  who  renewed 
and  inculcated  thofe  principles  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Elbe  and  the 
Wefer  had  formerly  difrufed  over  all  the  North  of 
•Europe. 

The  ion  of  a  proteftant  minifter  at  Dantzick,  he 
was  fent  to  England  at  twelve  years  of  age;  at  nine- 
teen, he  embarked  with  Cook,  then  undertaking  his 
fecond  voyage,  and  after  circumnavigating  the  globe 
along  with  that  celebrated  commander,  returned  to 
his  native  country  with  much  acquired  knowledge, 
little  money,  and  fuch  a  degree  of  the  fea  fcurvy,  as 
finally  fhortened  his  life. 

Patronifed  by  BufFon,  and  the  other  French  na- 
turalifts,  he  entertained  an  eager  defire  to  fettle  in 
France.  A  profeflbr's  chair,  however,  being  vacant 
in  the  univerfity  of  CafTel,  he  accepted  of  and 
filled  it  for  fome  time;  but  he  foon  became  difgufted 
with  the  manners  of  the  Heflians,  and  being  an  ido- 
later of  liberty,  could  not  bear  to  behold  the  fpl en- 
dour 
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dour  of  a  petty  court,  fupported  by  the  tralHck  ot' 
human  bodies. 

The  univerfity  of  Wihia  then  received  him  within 
Its  walls,  in  the  chara-fler  of  profeflbr  of  natural 
hiftory;  but  here  again  all  his  feelings  were  fliocked* 
for  he  witnefTed  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  faw  the 
fmall  portion  of  liberty  in  that  country,  which  by  the 
bye  was  polTefTed  exclufively  by  the  nobles  and  the 
cities,  fwallowed  up  by  the  devouring  ambition  of 
three  neighbouring  dcfpotick  monarchs.  Science 
and  the  Mufes  were  of  courfe  banifhed  from  Wilna, 
and  Forfter  was  once  more  caft  on  the  wide  world, 
when  an  invitation  from  Catharine  11.  to  affifl:  in  a 
new  voyage  of  difcovery,  once  more  railed  his  ex- 
pectations; but  they  were  fuddenly  blafted ;  for  the 
war  with  the  Turks,  which  foon  after  broke  forth, 
occupied  all  the  attention,  and  abforbed  all  the  pecu- 
niary reiburces  of  that  ambitious  Princefs. 

His  expectations  from  that  quarter  being  now 
completely  blafled,  he  travelled  through  Germany, 
and  found  the  inhabitants  "  in  a  middle  Itatc  between 
the  French  and  the  Turks." 

At  St.  Frond,  where  the  people  were  in  a  ftate  of 
infurreclion  againft  the  Emperor  Joieph,  he  alTumed 
the  fymbol  of  Belgick  liberty,  conhfting  of  a  cockade 
of  black,  yellow,  and  red  ribbands.  On  his  arrival  at 
BrulTels,  he  perceived  the  inhabitants  funk  into  in- 
fanity  and  deprellion,  under  the  leaden  yoke  of  a  fa* 
natical  clergy.  After  an  abfence  of  fome  yei^rs,  he 
difcovered  that  a  great  change,  and  that  not  for  the 
better,  had  taken  place  in  the  manners  and  opinions 

of 
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of  the  Englifli.  He  beheld  in  private  life  that 
wealth  alone  was  eftimable,  and  that  riches,  even 
when  unaccompanied  by  virtue,  gave  a  title  to  re- 
fpe6l.  He  alfo  criticifed  the  government  itfelf,  with 
confiderable  afperity,  arid  he  lays  it  down  as  an  ax- 
iom "  that  in  any  country,  where  the  people  are  not 
truly  reprefented,  whatever  may  be  the  aflertions  or 
the  clamours  of  the  ariftocracy,.  there  can  exift  no 
legitimate  authority. 

Soon  after  this  we  find  him  a  member  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Mayence,  and  that  too  at  a  time- when  the 
French  revol-ution  had  e]e6lrrfied  his  head,  and  that 
of  almofl:  every  good  rr.an  throughout  Europe.  lie 
inflantly  united  with  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  national  convention;  was  the  firft  to 
conceive  the  idea  of  a  republick  on  tHe  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  and  was  fent  as  a  deputy  to  Paris,  to  pro- 
cure the  countenance  and  protection  of  the  French 
nation. 

The  re  capture  of  Mayence  by  the  Pruilians  once 
more  daflied  the  cup  of  eiijoyment  from  his  life,  and 
thi^  fingular  and  unfetilcd  man,  unfortunate  in  all 
his  plans  of  happinefs,  whether  publick  or  private*, 


*  He  was  married  to  a  woman  cf  great  fingularity  and  fome  ta- 
lents, whofe  maiden  name  was  Tiierefa  Keyne.  Being  of  a  fantaf- 
tical  difpofition,  flie  tell -in  love  with  another  man,  and  no  fooner 
did  the  geneious  Forfter  perceive,  this,  than  he  fued  for  a  divorce  in 
order  to  enable  her  to  be  united  with  the  perfon  to  whom  Ihe  was 
attached.  He  himfelf,  in  the  mean  time,  was  preparing  to  re- 
move to  another  iiemifphere,  left  his  prefcnce  fhould  occafion  any 
untafineis ! 

was 
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was  atf^ually  ftudylng  the  Oriental  languages,  la 
order  to  enable  him  to  travel  through  Thibet  and 
Hindoftan,  when  he  was  fnatched  away  in  the  39th 
year  of  his  age,  having  died  at  Paris,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1792. 

Had  he  lived,  become  fteady,  and  chofen  France 
as  the  place  of  his  refidence,  it  is  probable  that  For«- 
fler  would  have  occupied  fome  diftinguifhed  fituation 
under  the  Republick. 

The  works  of  Forfter  confift — i.  Of  a  Trad  on 
the  Conflitution  and  Government  of  England. 

2.  A  Journal  of  Cook*s  Second  Voyage  around 
the  Globe,  in  Englifh  and  German. 

3.  A  Philofophical  and  Pi£lurefque  Journey  along 
the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  2  vols.  8vo.     And, 

4.  A  Journey  through  England  in  1790,  ferving 
as  an  appendix  to  the  former :  both  in  German. 

Hi&  MSS.  concerning  natural  hiftory  were  feizcd 
by  the  Pruflians  en  the  capture  of  Mayence. 

MIRABEAU. 

BY    AN    INTIMATE    AC  (i.U  AIN  T  A  N  C  2. 

The  name  and  family  of  Mirabeau  have  been  illuf- 
-trious  both  in  arms  and  letter?.  Born  with  an  ath- 
ietetick  conflitution,  he  alfo  received  flrong  paffions 
from  nature;  the  pafTions  were  in  fome  raeafure  the 
inheritance  and  diftin6tive  chara6leri{lick  of  hishoufe. 
Education,  by  a  proper  dire(9:ion  of  them,  might  have 
made  a  great  man  of  him ;  conftraint,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  reflraining  their  flight,  and  reprelTmg  their 
developement,  could  not  prevent  him  from  becoming 
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SL  famous  one :  he  bad  a  mixture  of  both  in  his  com- 
pofition. 

He  was  indebted  for  his  genius  and  his  faults  to 
his  misfortunes.  The  Hercules  of  the  revolution 
had  his  Euriftheus:  the  thorns  that  oppofed  his  ca- 
reer were  ftrewed  by  the  jealous  mediocrity  of  his 
father,  who  to  the  pride  of  an  author  joined  the 
harfhnefs  of  the  head  of  a  fed:. 

The  firft  years  of  Mirabeau's  youth  were  fpent 
under  the  dire<flion  of  an  able  preceptor  called  Poif- 
fon ;  and  his  fon,  at  prefent  known  by  the  name  of 
LachabeauiHere,  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
fome  theatrical  pieces,  received  his  inftruftion  at  the 
fame  time,  and  partook  of  the  fame  lefTons:  he  has 
fince  claimed  a  tranflation  of  Tibullus,  attributed  to 
Mirabeau. 

Mirabsau  pra£iifed  with  facility  and  delight  the 
various  exercifes  for  ftrengthening  and  improving 
the  body;  his  phyfical  was  more  regular  tlian  his 
moral  education. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  lefc  his  tutor,  from 
whom  he  had  imb"bed  a  knowledge  of  the  claiTicks, 
and  a  fervent  defire  for  farther  inftruclion.  Sent  af- 
terwards to  a  boarding- fcheol,  he  ftadied  matheraar 
ticks  during  tv/o  years,  and  cultivated  with  fuccefs 
the  agreeable  arts  cf  mufick  and  drawing. 

Young,  but  tormented  v.-  ith  the  defire  of  obtaining 
celebrity,  he  publifncd  an  eloge  on  the  great  Conde, 
and  fome  piece?  of  p:etry.  But  he  wanted  a  guide 
to  diredl:  his  firft  fligl^.t,  to  regulate  ins  tafte,  ajid  to 
rein  in  thp  wanderings  of  an  ardent  genius.     Locke 

became 
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became  that  guide.  Mirabeau  has  often  confefled 
that  he  was  Indebted  for  his  progrefs,  to  the  writings 
of  this  author.  It  was  in  them  he  found  that  lumi- 
nous, forcible,  irrefiftible  logick,  with  which  his 
works  abound,  and  without  which  there  cannot  be 
any  real  eloquence. 

An  order  from  his  father,  and  the  force  of  cuftom, 
made  him  embrace  the  mlitary  profefTion.  From  a 
fchool,  he  repaired  to  a  garrifon.  It  was  beyond  a 
doubt  at  this  feminary  of  the  young  nohility^  that  an 
excellent  difpnfition  v>^as  perverted,  and  the  prefage 
of  talents,  fliflcd  by  vices,  which  it  was  the  cuftom 
to  applaud  and  honour.  It  was  there  that  youth  was 
fafh toned  to  the  infolence  of  tyranny,  and  the  mean- 
nefs  of  flavery.  His  fenfibility  at  length  awoke: 
love  converted  him  into  a  new  being^,  and  his  firil 
paffion,  announced  by  ftormy  fymp'coms,  was  marked 
with  all  the  peculiarities  of  his  charader. 

The  father  of  iVlirabeau  was  alarmed:  this 
bufband,  who  fquandered  away  his  fortune  in  a  fcan- 
dalous  manner  among  miftrelies,  became  the  in- 
flexible tyrant  of  the  tender  paiiion  of  his  fon,  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  fnut  up  in  the  fort  of  the  ifle  of  Rhe; 
he  was  actually  on  the  point  of  forcing  him  to  em- 
bark for  the  Dutch  colonic?,  a  fate  referved  for  the 
vileil  cf  the  Europeans,  of  whom  they  are  at  once 
the  receptacle  and  the  tomb.  The  friends  of  the 
Marquis  de  Mirabeau,  however,  prevented  him  from 
executing  fo  bafe  an  ailaflination.  It  was  this  firlt 
abufe  of  authority  that  fixed  the  ideas  of  his  fon,  re- 
fpecling  defpotifm  j  and  it  may  be  here  necefTary  to 
M  2  obferve, 
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obferve,  that  the  wanderings  of  an  impetuous  ge-    J 
nlus  fpring  out  of  the  means  employed   to  reprefs 
them;  conftraint  adds  to  the  energy  of  great  charac-  - 
ters,  and  an  iron  fceptre  calls^forth  all  the  powers  of 
a  ftrong  mind  into  inftant  rebellion. 

On  his  liberation  from  prifon,  Mirabeau  obtained 
the  favour  of  being  fent  to  Corfica  in  quality  of  a 
volunteer  in  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  There  he  dif- 
tinguifbed  himfclf,  acquired  the  efteem  of  feveral  of 
his  fuperiour  officers,  and  procured  the  brevet  of 
captain  of  dragoons  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  He 
wifhed  to  obtain  a  company;  and  the  refufal  of  his 
father  to  this  propofition  made  him  relinquifh  the 
profefTion  of  arms,  a  profefiion  to  which  he .  was 
greatly  attached,  and  for  which,  in  his  own  oprnion, 
he  was  admirably  adapted,  "  there  not  being  a  fmgle 
book  on  the  art  of  war,  in  any  language,  dead  or  lir- 
ing,  which  he  had  not  read*.'* 

During  the  war  in  Corfica,  Mirabeau  began  to 
canvas  the  principles  on  which  it  had  been  under- 
taken ;  this  inquiry  induced  him  to  blufh  at  his  own 
raccefs,  and  he  accordingly  feemed  defirous  to  make 
an  expiation  by  animadverting  on  the  excefTes  of  the 
Genoefe  ariftocracy,  in  a  mem^oir  tranfmitted  to,  and 
deftroyed  by  his  father. 

Soon  after  this,  the  patriarch  of  the  Economifts 
propofed  a  courfe  of  agriculture  to  the  young  war- 
riour.  Mirabeau  accordingly  exchanged  the  fword 
for  the  plough,  and  employed  himfelf,  out  of  mere 


*  L^trre  a  Sophie. 

com- 


MIRA&EAU.  X25 

complaifance,  in  rural  experiments.  To  the  difguft 
attendant  on  this,  was  added  that  of  a  law-fuit. 
Thefe  proving  a  load  too  hard  to  be  borne,  he 
quitted  the  Limoufinj  and  repaired  to  Provence. 

The  firfl  fymptoms  of  a  refinance  on  the  part  of 
the  parliamen!:  to  the  commands  of  abfolute  power, 
began  now  to  manifeft  themfelves. 

The  ^friend  of  man  becomes  the  friend  of  autho- 
rity ;  his  fon,  on  the  contrary,  was  one  of  the  mod 
formidable  adverfaries  of  the  court  party  and  the 
new  magiftrates. 

^n  June,  1772,  he  received  at  Aix  the  hand  of 
Mademoifelle  de  Marignane,  a  lady,  young,  amiable, 
of  an  illuftrious  family :  on  this  occafion  he  was  pre- 
ferred to  five  di&rent  rivals,  after  k\Qn  months 
afliduous  homraage. 

Six  thoufand  livres  a  year  in  eftate,  burdened  with 
a  jointure  to  his  mother-in-law,  feveral  entails,  the 
profpe^l  of  a  confiderable  inheritance,  and  160,000 
livres  of  debts,  compofed  the  fortune  of  Mirabeau  at 
this  period.  Certain  family  arrangements  might  have 
eafily  extinguiihed,  or  at  leaft  diminiflied  his  incum^ 
brancesj  but  they  became  the  germ  of  all  the  mis-^ 
fortunes  of  his  future  life.  Harih,  captious,  inflex- 
ible, violent — ^liis  father,  taking  advantage  of  this 
circumftance,  procured  an  intercUSi  at  the  Chatelet 
of  Paris,  and  obtained  leave  to  fix  his  refidence  firft 
at  the  caftle  of  Mirabeau,  and  afterwards  in  the 
town  of  Manofque. 

*  Mirabeau,  the  father,  pubiifhed  a  treatlfe  of  fomc  celebrit/j 
entitled  Vuimt  dez  Homma, 
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His  wife  accompanied  him  thither,  and  they  lived 
in  the  greateft  happinefs  together,  until  the  month 
of  May  1774,  when  Mirabeau  intercepted  a  fecret 
and  criminal  correfpondence  ;  it  did  not  become 
hi?n  to  be  fevere ;  he  therefore  brought  back  his 
wife  to  her  duty,  and  pardoned  her. 

He  now  forgot  his  exile,  and  repaired  to  GrafTe. 
An  unexpe6led  difpute  divulged  his  difobedience.  A 
certain  baron  de  Villeneuve  Mohans  infulted  Ma- 
dame de  Cabris,  the  fifter  of  Mirabeau.  The  latter 
challenges  him.  The  baron  refufmg  to  fight,  re- 
ceives the  chaftifement  ufually  infl idled  on  cowards, 
and  avenges  himfelf  after  the  manner  of  M,  de  Pour- 
ceaugnac.  He  accordingly  brings  an  adiion  and  ob- 
tains from  a  fubaltern  tribunal,  and  an  inferiour  judge, 
who  proved  to  be  his  own  vaflal,  a  decree  for  arreft- 
ing  Mirabeau.  The  noife  occafioned  by  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, having  difcovered  the  infraction  of  the 
orders  enjoining  h's  exile,  a  new  lettre  de  cachet 
was  invoked,  and  Mirabeau  was  fhut  up  in  the  caf- 
tle  of  If,  on  the  23d  of  December  1774.  M. 
d'Allegre,  the  governor,  teflified  his  good  behaviour, 
and  demanded  his  liberty  :  a  young  and  bandfome 
woman,  who  was  cruelly  beaten  by  a  brutal  fellow 
of  a  jailor  her  hufband,  contributed  to  cheer  the 
the  gloom  of  a  prifoner,  twenty-four  years  old,  and 
at  laft  abfconded  with  him.  Thi^  circumftance  ag- 
gravated the  bondage  of  Mirabeau, 

As  he  was  reproached  with  idlenefs,  he  replied  to 
this  charge  by  publifliing  his  firft  work,  which  was 
begun  when  he  was  only  twenty-one  years  old  ■ 

the 
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the  EJfa-j  on  Defpoiif?n.     This  epigrammatick  an- 
fu^er,  irritated  his  father :  the  narrow  and  cowardly 

ideas  of  a  courtier  were  offended A  young 

man  to  accufe  his  majiers^  and  that  too  from  a  dun- 
geon ! 

Yielding  at  length  to  powerful  felicitations, 
his  father  confented  to  his  removal  from  the  caftle 
of  If,  to  Joux,  near  Pontarlier,  in  April  1775.  It 
was  there  he  firft  faw  his  Sophia.  Madame  de  Mi- 
rabeau  was  at  a  diftance — fhe  had  even  refufed  to 
vifit  him  during  his  bondage.  Madame  Lemounier 
married  to  a  phantom  of  a  hufband  feventy-nine 
years  old,  being  on  the  other  hand,  both  tender  and 
affe£lionate,  fupplied  her  place,  and  his  pafiion  for 
her  foon  became  violent  in  the  extreme. 

St.  Maurice  the  co?n?nandant  of  the  fort,  unfor- 
tunately proved  his  rival,  and  as  both  he  and  his 
father  feemed  to  purfue  him  v/ith  the  moft  impla- 
cable revenge,  he  determined  to  efcape  cut  of  ^heir 
clutches.  He  accordingly  retreated  to  tke  capital 
of  Burgundy,  whither  his  miftrefs  alfo  had  retired, 
but  being  denounced  by  her  mother,  he  was  feized 
and  ftiut  up  in  the  caftle  of  Dijon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  commiiTioners  nominated 
by  M.  de  Malcfherbes,  in  order  to  examine  into  the 
difputes  between  the  father  and  fon,  inclined  to  the 
liberation  of  the  latter,  on  which  the  inflexible  pa- 
rent furprifed  a  new  lettre  de  cachet^  which  con- 
demned Mirabeau  to  forget  his  love  in  the  caille  of 
Dourlens.  M.  de  Maleftierbes,  on  quitting  the  mi- 
niftry,  caufed  it  to  be  intimated  to  Mirabeau,  that 
the  laft  fervice  he  could  render  him,  was  to  advife 
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him  to  fly  into   feme  foreign  country.     He  accord- 
ingly followed  his  counfel. 

While  abroad  he  received  a  letter  from  Sophia, 
who  had  been  threatened  with  being  fbut  up  in  a 
convent,  ilating  that  M.  Lemounier  had  fclicited  a 
httre  de  cachet  \  it  ended  with  thefe  v/ords  :  "  either 
flight  or  death  1"  Could  he  abandon  a  woman  ren- 
dered miferable  by  and  for  him  ?  A  fugitive  himfelf, 
could  he  prohibit  her  from  flight  ?  P.  Manuel,  has 
well  obferved,  on  this  occafion,  that  marriage  ought 
to  ceafe  to  be  a  duty,  the  moment  that  divorce  is  not 
confidered  as  a  right.  This  feiUiment  includes  the 
juftincation  of  Sophia  ;  that  of  Mirabeau,  exifted  in 
his  afl^eiSlion. 

The  infenfed  and  injured  hufband  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  lawyers,  and  an  inferior  tribunal,  confi- 
'  Bering  this  in  the  fame  light  as  a  rape,  paflTed  fentence 
of  death  on  the  offender,   who  was  accordingly  de- 
capitated m  effigy  ! 

This  infamous  judgment  was,  however,  in  the  end 
annulled,  and  the  accufer  would  have  been  mulcted 
ill  large  damages,  had  not  his  adverfary  generoufly 
forgiven  him,  on  condition,  that  he  would  no  longer 
trouble  the  repofe  of  a  wife  who  abhorred  him  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  Mirabeau  concealed  himfelf  in 
Holland,  v/here  he  paffed  under  the  name  of  Saint 
Mathieu  ;  he  lived  in  great  obfcurity,  fpending  all 
his  time  with  his  Sophia,  his  books,  and  a  few  learn- 
ed men.  During  part  of  the  years  1776  and  1777, 
his  fubfillence,  ajid  that  of  his  female  friend,  depend- 
c4.  folely  on  his  literary  labours.  The  bookfeller 
3  _  Changu- 
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Changuyon,  gave  him  plenty  of  employment.  The 
indefatigable  count,  found  no  art  or  fcience  a  flranger 
to  him  ;  his  largefl  work  at  this  period,  was  the 
tranflation  of  a  Hiftory  of  England. 

He  had  at  firft  formed  the  defign  of  repairing  to 
America  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not 
execute  this  proje6i:,  which  would  have  accomplifhed 
part  of  his  political  deftiny.  He  was,  hov/ever,  very 
well  pleafed  with  his  prefent  obfcure,  but  tranquil 
fituation,  and  he  gives  an  enchanting  defcription of  it 
in  his  letters,  where  he  often  laments  that  happy 
mediocrity,  for  which  he  was  not  formed  by  nature. 
It  was  from  his  afylum  in  Holland,  that  he  fent  abroad 
his  memorials  againft  his  father ;  an  inexpiable  er- 
rour,  which  he  acknowledged,  by  the  difavowal  of 
them,  and  effaced  with  his  tears  ! 

The  patriarch  of  the  economijls  ftill  panted  after 
revenge,  and  had  unfortunately  fufficient  intereft  to 
caufe  the  rights  of  nations  to  be  violated,  in  order  to 
punilh  his  eldeft  fon.  Accordingly,  an  exempt  of 
the  police^  provided  with  a  lettre  de  cachet^  figned 
Amclot  and  Vergennes,  went  to  fearch  for  his  prey, 
in  the  bofom  of  a  free  country.  Mirabeau  receives 
intimation  of  his  intentions,  and  prepares  to  fly;  but 
it  is  neceiTary  to  provide  alfo  for  the  fafety  of  his 
Sophia,  A  ^q^  moments  loft  on  this  occafion,  be- 
reaved them  both  of  liberty,  for  they  were  arreft- 
ed  on  the  lyth  of  May,  at  the  houfe  of  Lequefne 
in  the  Claveftand.  This  violation  of  national  in- 
dependence, v/as  tolerated  by  a  people  who,  on  a 
fimilar  occafion,  cut  off  the   head   of  one  of  the 
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*  emifTanes  of  Louis  XIV.  but  the  Batavlan  na- 
tion Vv'as  at  this  moment  fubjecled  to  the  yoke  of  a 
ftadtholder. 

On  their  arrival  at  Paris,  the  dungeon  of  Vin- 
cennes  received  Mirabeau  ;  Sophia  who  was  with 
child,  was  confined  under  the  fuperintendcnce  of  the 
police,  and  wis  delivered  of  a  daighter,  after  which 
fhe  was  rem'^'Vid  to  the  convent  of  Saintc  Claire,  at 
Gicn,  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1778.  To  this  deten- 
tion, which  lafled  nearly  three  years,  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  tha  Celebrated  beck,  entitled,  "  Lettres  ci 
Sophle^^^  a  v/ork  of  the  pafilons,  compoHid  in  foli- 
tude,  and  breathing  fenfibility,  delirium,  and  affec- 
tion. 

Obliged  at  this  period,  to  enter  the  lifts  once  more 
with  the  marquis,  he  difplayed  wonderful  addrefs  in 
fupporting  the  rights,  without  wounding  the  duties 
of  a  fon.  His  memoir  on  this  occafion,  is  a  mafter- 
piece  of  reafon,  art,  eloquence,  and  logick.  No  one 
c:xn  beheld  fo  much  genius  enchained  within  the 
walls  of  a  dungeon,  without  exclaiming  Avith  Sophia  : 
"  You  have  proved  to  domonftration,  that  you 
ought  to  renounce  the  idea  of  becoming  a  great  man 
in  your  native  country." 

V/hile  deprived  cf  every  comfort,  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  bodily  calamities,  Mirabeau  compofed  His 
Erotica  Bi'blion^  a  work,  keen,  poignant,  and   origi- 

*  Captain  Cautier  who  was  employed  to  feize  a  Calvinift  of  ths 
nair.e  cf  Huguetan.  Me  was  arrefted  at  the  laft  barrier,  and  order- 
ed »  Be  pur  to  death  by  the  rr.agirirates. 
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nal :  the  commentaries  of  Dom  Calmet,  on  the  Bible, 
furn idled  him  with  the  materials.  About  the  fame 
time  he  drew  up  for  bis  Sophia,  a  grammar,  and  a 
little  treatife  on  mythology;  he  alfo  translated 
Joannes  Secundus,  and  marked  out  the  boundaries  of 
arbitrary  powe/,  in  his  vigorous  and  malculine  work 
on  Lettres  de  Cachet, 

At  length  a  period  fe<imed  to  be  put  to  his  literary 
purfuits — ^he  is  refufed  paper  !  He  found  means  how- 
ever, to  fupply  this  v/ant,  by  tearing  off  the  firft  and 
lail:  leaves  of  the  books,  he  was  ftiil  permitted  to 
have  accefs  to.  His  writings  at  the  fame  time,  at 
kafl  thofe  we  have  feen,  aiTamed  a  clofer  and  fiercer 
ftyle.  He  concealed  the  leaves  on  which  he  wrote, 
in  the  folds  of  his  clothes,  and  actually  kft  his  pri- 
fon,  with  the  manufcript  of  his  Lettres  de  Cachet^ 
fewed  up  in  this  manner  ! 

His  long  and  expiatory  captivity  had  now  blunt- 
ed the  fury  of  perfecution,  for  the  agents  of  autho- 
rity began  to  bluCB  at  becoming  the  inflruments  of 
vengeance  to  a  father,  whofe  own  condu6l  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  the  fevereli:  reproaches,  he  himfelf  being  the 
■flave  of  Madame  de  Pailly,  his  miftrefs,  v/ho  tyran- 
liifed  over  his  domeiticks,  and  exilc;d  his  family. 

The  bondage  of  Mirat^eau,  was  at  length,  diflplved 
on  the  17th  of  December  17 So,  and  it  appears,  that 
he  became  r-econciled  to  his  father,  for  at  this 
epoch,  he  fpent  ftxteen  months  along  with  him.  In- 
deed, he  only  qu lifted  the  paternal  m.anfion,  in  order 
to  procure  a  revocatioti  of  the  fentence  pronounced 
at  Pontarlier,  which  was  finally  accom^p  11  Qied  on  the 
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14th  of  Auguft  1782.     Sophia  at  the  fame  time, 
recovered  her  marriage  portion  and  her  liberty. 

After  this,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Provence, 
whence  he  vi'rote  the  following  billet  to  his  wife: 
dated,  November  6,  1782  ; 

^  Eight  years  are  added  to  my  life  fmce  we  have 
lived  feparate  from  each  other  j  it  will  be  with  great 
difficulty  I  ihall  be  brought  to  believe,  that  tbefe 
eight  years  devoted  to  misfortune,  a  title  always  fa- 
cred  with  a  good  hearty  j;^jia^€  e^jt^c^  bajijihed 
me  from  yours." /A  «»'[  .louPi::'^!  t  |;v-    •    •;-ri^— ; 

Prayers,  eloquence,  addrefs,  and  the  mediation  of 
common  friends,  having  proved  inefFe6i:ual,  owing  to 
the  obftinacy  of  her  relations  ,  Mirabeau  applied  in 
his  turn  to  die  laws,  and  a  procefs  fcandalous  to  all 
parties  took  place.  •  His  .advocate  happened  to  be 
Duport  Dutertre ;  that  of  Madame  Mirabeau  was 
Delacroix,  fmce  profefTor .  of  public  law  at  the 
Lyceum,  and  author  of  a  Work  in  five  vols.  8vo. 
entitled,'  "  Chnjiitutions  des  principaux  Etat^^ide 
2^ Europe^  tff-des  Etats^-^Unis  d'Jin^rique,''*'.  ,,.    ,.- 

After  Ipfing  this  fuit,  Mirabeau  fet  out  for  London, 
and  it  is  evident  from  his  letters,  that  two  or  three 
good  inftitutions  excepted,  he  did  not  think  very 
favourably  of  England.  It  was  at  this  period,  he 
became  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  publicift  by  profcf- 
fion  as  well  as  by  genius.  He,  indeed,  had  no  lon- 
ger any  other  profeiTion;  hut  is  not  this  the  'firil  oi 
all  ?  The  hlftory  of  his  works  and  his  Jife,  is  hence- 
forth the  fame,  -  yii:-x|qt 
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America  ha,  ing  obtained  Its  liberty,  tbc  generals 
and  officers  of  the  conquering  army,  meditated  the 
recompofition  of  a  military  and  hereditary  ariftocracy^ 
under  the  title  of  The  Order  of  Cincinnatus,  A  citi- 
zen of  South  Carolina,  pointed  out  the  danger  of  this 
new  corporat'on  in  1783,  It  was  on  the  plan  of 
that  paniphlet,  which  was  but  little  known,  that 
Mirabeau,  In  the  courfeof  the  next  year,  puhliihed  a 
work  in  Loiidon,  entitled,  CouftderaUons  furfordre 
de  C'tncinnaius^  in  which,  treating  the  fubjeft,  as  a 
politician  and  a  legiflator,  lie  fixed  the  opinion  of 
mankind  on  this  dangerous  innovation,  and  contri- 
buted to  fave  America  fiom  the  chains  which  had 
been  forged  for  her. 

An  ambiticus  innovator,  tormented  with  the  rjun. 
nia  of  conquefts  abroad,  and  reforms  at  home,  Jofeph 
II.  in  league  with  Rutfia,  and  participating  in  her 
dreams  oi  maritime  commerce,  pretended  to  revive 
the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  to  make  Oitend 
flourifliing,  and  Amflerdam  a  defert.  Mirabeau 
op}>ofed  thefc  proj?£is  with  his  '-  Doutes  fur  la 
Liberie  de  V EfcGut  /"  This  fame  p-  ince  who  pre- 
tended to  cnf.anchife  tl^ie  Scheldt,  wifhed  to  tie  down 
hiS  own  fubieils  to  the  foil — fubjcdls  who  on  all 
fides,  jflcd  from  his  p;:lttic^I  experiment?.  Miiitboau 
once  more  obliged  him  to  liil-en  to  truth,  and  re- 
vealed to  him,  that  the  or/iy  tie  of  natimis  was  the 
greatefl  pofhble  fum  of  happlnefs. 

After  having^ (hewn  himfelf  to  be  a  politician,  he 
appeared  in  the  charactci  of  a  ftatefman.  His  writ- 
ing*^ on  the  "  Ca'iJJe  d'Efcompt^;'  the  "  Banque  de  St, 
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Charles^*  "  ASllom  des  eaux^'  on  all  the  branches 
of  publick  credit,  and  all  the  fources  of  (lock-jobbing 
fucceeded  each  other,  like  fo  many  rays  of  light.  On 
thefe  occafions,  to  the  method  of  Smith,  he  joine3 
the  eloquence  of  Demofthenes. 

The  helm  of  the  finances  was  at  this  moment  di- 
rected by  Calonne,  a  minifter  who  poflefled  great 
talents  without  a  Tingle  grain  of  publick  virtue, 
Calonne  did  juflice  to  the  genius  of  Mirabeau,  but 
he  dreaded  his  faccefs ;  it  was  on  this  account  that 
he  caufed  him  to  be  fenC  into  exile  in  Pruffia,  by 
means  of  an  obfcure  miffion,  which  furrounded  him 
with  danger,  without  the  poflibility  of  glory.  It 
was  there,  that  Mirabeau  prepared  his  ufeful  and 
learned  Work,  "  De  la  Monarchie  Prujjienne  i'\  it 
was  there  he  Colleiled  the  details  of  that  Iritenul 
mifery,  on  which  a  dazzling  grandeur  was  founded  ; 
it  was  there  he  difcovered  thofe  rude  but  feeble  cords 
employed  in  moving  the  decorations  that  furprife 
and  aflonifh  mankind. 

The  genius  of  the  great  Frederick  appreciated 
that  of  Mirabeau.  William  replaced,  or  rather  fuC- 
ceeded  Frederick,  and  foon  after  his  elevation,  fent 
an  order  to  Mirabeau,  to  depart  immediately  from  his 
dominions. 

The  latter  having  with  great  difficulty  procured 
fufficient  money  for  his  journey,  leaves  the  capital 
of  Prufna,  and  flopping  at  Narcy  to  fee  the  reprc- 
fentatidii  of  ^  Dido,  becomes  enamoured  with  the 
aclrefs,  lofcs  a  nl^Kt,"  aii^  his  purfe  at  her  lodgings  ; 
borrows  that  of  his  fecretary  \  nearly  empties  it ;  a 
'^^''  •        ^^^"^^'Vheel 
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y/hcd  breaks  at  Bourget;.pi?  this  he  leaves  his 

fecretary,  his   carriage,  and  his  papers  behind  him, 
and  enters  Paris  on  foot,  and  without  a  finglc  feu. 

On  his  arrival  in  France-,  he  inftantly  perceived 
the  ftorm  that  was  approaching.  His  .firfl:  work 
after  his  return  v/as  a  continuation  of  his  Dencnda- 
tlon  de  l^ Agiotage,  In  attacking  this  privileged 
fcourge,  he  appeared  like  Hercules  ftifling  Cacus  j 
the  return  he  received  from  government,  was  a  lettrs 
de  cachet^  which  he  found  means  to  avoid  :  his  dei^ 
tiny  now  commenced^  and  tyranny  trembled. 

After  attacking  the,  reputation  of  ^eckfr>  ar.d  be-- 
holding  liberty  ^germinating  in  France,  arid  expiring 
in  Holland,  he  publiflied  his  "  Av'n  ai^x  B^taves.** 
His  work  entitled  "  l^H\Jtoire,fecrette^4elajour  de 
Berlin^''  produce^  new  reputation  ,mid,^e\v,  perfecu- 
tions. 

The  drama  of  the  States-Generglw^snow  about  to 
be  performed,  and  Mirabeau  (^t  Qfjt  fpr.p Provence ; 
excluded  from  the  choice  of  the  nobles  by  the 
poflefTors  of  the  large  fiefs,  he  elevated  the.  ftandard 
of  the  Communes^  and  appeared  like  a  fecond  Alarius. 
No  fooner  was  he  returned  a  men)i3ei;5ythan  he  be- 
came, as  it  were,  the  Jupiter  Olympus  of  the  aliem- 
bly,  chaining  up  or  unloofing  the  ftorm  at  his  plea- 
sure. 

"^    The"  remainder   of  his  life  is  known   to  all  the 

"world — ^it  is  engrafted"  in  our  hiftory.     He- died  of 

poifon,  this  is  at  leaft  the  general  opinion,  and  even 

^tiiat  of  many  officers  of  health.     His  end  was  great ; 

'Ills  lafl:  moments  were  fublime,  he  feemed  to  fport 

N  2  with 
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with  his  own  immortaMtyj  and  in  tlie  language , of 
Lucan : 

•*  Seque  p'robat  Morlens."" 
M.    DUPONT    DE    NEMOURS, 

Like  a  multitude  of  others,  v/as  one  of  the  (iif- 
ferers  by,  and  had  nearly  been  one  of  the  vidtims  of 
Robefpierre's  tyranny.  A  mandat  d'arret  wai 
IfTued  againft  him,  and  his  liberty  was  partly  owing 
to.  the  belief,  that  he  had  not  efcaped  the  general 
fearch,  but  was  either  imorifoned  at  La  Forety.os.h^ 
been  executed  after  a  mock  trial.  ,    t,:..    ,.    -. 

At  this  c.itical  period,  he  compofed  hjs  "  Or^- 
mafii^''  a  foe?n  'without  rhime^  in  which  he  exhibits 
^  Gonteft  between  a  gocdand  bad  fptrit,  [^Oromafu 
and  Ar'iman  j),  and  gives  the;  preponderance  to  the 
former.  The  man  ovcr,whore.he^>,4eath  appeared, 
to  bef  fufpended  by  a  fmgle  hair,  in  this  little  dia- 
logue, points  out  all  the  pleafur^es  and  advantages 
refulting  from  life.  ;  ac  gja-ft-M/ioi  c'i 

On  his  flight,  he  had  re<;:o^l'fe  to,  the  hurpar^ity-of 
twOi  Aflronomers  ;  one,  a  mar^  pf  d<-f£rved:celebcir,y, 
Jerome  Lalande ;  the  >other^  hisj  aiTifl-ajat, -the  ^Qod 
28nd  artiiaWe  Harmjnd.  There  is  fome  reafon  tO} 
fuppofe,  that  the  place  v^here  he  was  concealed,  was 
no  other  than  a  clofet  beionoring  to  the  National 
Obfervatory.  Thcre^  was  not  any  bed,  and  it  was 
with  extreme  difficulty,  that  bread  and  water muH- 
be  introduced.  To  add  to  thefe  inconveniencles, 
Harmand,  who  fupplied  his  wants,  expe£led  daily  to  be 
ordeccd  to  join  the  army,  and  the  folitary  prifoner^  in 
that  cafe,  would  thus  have  been  left  with  a  certainty- 

of 
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of  ftafving.  In  this  extremity,  Lalande  orxe  more 
undertook  to  rifk  his.  own  .life,  in  order  to  fave  tliat' 
of  a  fellow  creature. 

Having  at  length  efcaped  from'  Paris,  Dupont 
found  another  afylum  in  the  country,  and  here  as 
ufual,  he  bccupFed  his  time  with  his  ftudies,  and 
wrote  fiis  "  'Ph'tlofiphte  de  I'lJntvers^*  addrefled  td^ 
tSe  celebrated  chymift  Lavoifier,  whofe  lofs  he  moft 
affe£tingly  deplores  *.  In' this  work,  after  obferr- 
ing,  that  ^'  philofbphy  is  a  religion— the  religion  of 
virtue  and  of  nature,'^  he  infifls,  that  nothing  can 
exift  through,  or  be  created  by  chance ;  that  this 
itfclf  is  a  term  made  ufe  of,  in  order  to  conceal  ig- 
norance, for  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  chance  in  ex--^ 
iilence,  and  that  fe^ifert  the  throws  of  a  ;pafr  of  ■  dice^^ 
are  governed  by  known  and  precilc  rules.  In  the 
notes,  he  inculcates  the  neceffity  of  a  perpetual  inr-: 
puldon,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Gourfeof  the  planets; 
he  alfo  cor.je<5lures  as  to  the  pofTibility  of  the  ani- 
mation of  the  ftars.  The  remainder  contains  re- 
marks on  the  foclability  of  the  fox,  on  the  morality^ 
of  the  ants,  their  police  ard  economy,  their  negocia.-' 
tions  and  treaties  ;  and  on  the  propagation  of  goocl 
actions.  "  No  a«£^ion  (fays  he)  is  abfolutely  infulat- 
ed — good  ones  produce  a  happy  feries  of  goo4i)neSy 
and  bad,  an  inevitable  feries  of  bad  a<ttions*'^Kvi!5ld''"> 

.    .  '   "■  .......  >        ■  , ; 7   ■  .  ,       . 

*  '*  11  a  vu  ce  civoyen  vertueux,  i'ua  des  hoii^mes  les  plus  eclaire8> 
ies  plus  doux,  les  plus  fages  qui  aient  cxifte,  Tun  de  ceux  qui  a  le 
plus  ccnftamment,  le  plus  efRcacen'^nt  fervi  \\  nation,  &  le  genre 
humain,  et  qui  sr^'ch  '6tcupait  encort  dans  ses  derniers  momens, 
perit  de  la  maniere  la  plus  injufte,  la  plus  ty^annique,  la  plu8 
cruelle.     II  ne  ceilera  jamais  de  le  picurer."  Pret  page  jo. 

N  3  "  Thefe 
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**  Thefe  important  truths,"  adds  he,  "  refalt  from 
the  philofophy  of  the  univerfe,  and  ought  to  become 
'.he  bafis  of  univerfal  philofophy." 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  refpecS^ing  his  doc- 
trines, all  good  men  muft  unite  in  rejoicing  to  learn 
that  Dupont  de  Nemours  was  rellored  to  fociety, 
after' the  fall  of  the  tyrant  Robefpierre:  but,  alas! 
it  was  to  be  involved  in  fiefh  calamities  j  for  we  be- 
lieve that  he  was  implicated  with  the  profcribed  de- 
puties, and  that  at  this  very  moment  he  is  either 
exiled,  or  at  leaft  under  a  cloud. 

JEAN    BAPTISTE    LOUVET. 

Whether  we  conftder  Wis  talents,  or  a6livity,  this 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  of  the  F  rench  fenators.  Here  fol- 
lows  a  (ketch  of  h*s  life,  as  detailed  by  himfelf ; 

"  Every  thing  that  a  mm  of  fenfibility,  whofe 
manners  were  flmple,  could  defirc,  tvas  obtained  by 
me  anteridur  to  the  revolution.  1  lived  in  the  cciin- 
try,  of  which  1  was  paffidnat'ely  fond.  I  compoftd 
works  of  literature,  the  fuccefs  of  which  had  already 
laid  the  foundation  of  v/hat  I  termed  my  little  for» 
iune :  for,  like  my  ambitidh,  it  was  of  a  diminutive 
fize.  Ardently  fmittcn  with  the  love  of  independ- 
ence, I  had  at  length  learned  that  the  only  v/ay  to 
obtain  it  was  to  reduce  my  wants  to  as  narrow  a 
compafs  as  pofliblej  and  I  actually  contrived  to 
carry  my  theory  into  pra(5lice,  and  banifhed  luxury, 
which  I  had  but  too  much  cheriflied  in  the  early  part 
of  my  youth.  On  the  other  hand,  I  invoked  fobriety, 

necelTary 
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necelTary  to  the  health  of  all,  and  more  efpecially  to 
that  of  a  man  of  letters,  s^d  I  had  fo  reduced  all  my 
expenoes,  that  *  800  franes  per  ann.  were  fufficient 
tor  my  maintenance.  The  firft  feven  volumes  of 
my  t  firft  work,  which  v/as  printed  on  my  own  ac- 
count, brought  me  in  a  greater  revenue,  and  in  the 
fpring  of  1789,  I  added  fix  more,  which  precipritated 
the  fale  of  the  former.  The  period  of  the  revolu- 
tion however  arrived,  and  by  ftifling  frivolous  publi- 

, cations,  diminlfhed  my  profits  from  a  novel,  which, 
among  a  variety  of  light  and  trifling  pafl"age?,  exhi- 
bited a  marked  attachment  to  philofophy,  and  dif- 
played  many  republican  principles   at  a  time  M'hen 

jjf/ichwer?  very  rare.  The  revolution,  if  it  did  not 
^deft^oy^  at  leail  dq(erred  the  accomplifhment  of  my 
hopes;  it  vy;as.,not  indeed  my  intcreft  to  wi(h  for  it; 
but   ip;  was, founded  on  glorious  and  juft  motives; 

.land  ho,w  was  it  poiTible  to  avoid  loving  it,  notwith- 

-.jiandjng  ;Jt  thwarted  all  my  expecStations  ?  I  was 
^C4fl;omed  to  t^U  my  fair  friend^  that  if  it  retarded 

^-Our  happinefs,  but  forwarded  that  of  the  human  race, 
fwe  ought  to  rejoice.  My  miftrefs  applauded  the 
idea  1 

"  What  a  woman !  what  generofity !  what  great- 
nefs  of  mind!  how  worthy  of  the  immortal  paffion 
with  which  fbe  had  infpired  me  !    We  were  biou|ht 

^iip  together,  and  our  affections   increafed  vviih  our 

^,Agej  but  in  her  fixteenth  year  flie  had  been  marrfed 


•  About  34I.  fteriing. 

f  The  Adventures  of  the  Chevalkr  de  Faubias. 

to 


140  JEAN    BAPTISTE    LOUVET. 

to  a  rich  man,  who  carried  her  an  hundred  miles  front 
me,     She  returned  at  the  end  of  fix  years,  and  our  ' 
mutual    affection,   inftead"  of  diminifhing,  had  In- 
creafed. — I  might  now  mention  her  name,  for  (he  Is  , 
nvy  wife  !  and  there  are  no  dangers,  no  perfecutions, 
which  (he  would  not  participate  along  with  me  ;  but^ 
her  innocent  family  might  b^  expofed  to  vengearfce»^ 
I  intend,  therefore,  to  call  her  Lodoifka^^2Sx&x.^  the 
heroine  of  my  own  romance.      ,;^,  ,^  ^^ ,  'l^^  '^^^ 
"  I  was  along  with  her,  at  the  dlf^ance  of  twenty 
leagues    from   Paris,  when    the  intelh'gence    of  the^ 
capture  of  the  Baftille  reached  our  ears.     On  thjs  I 
inftantly  received   from  her  hand  a  prefent,  precious 
in  every  point  of  view:  it  was  the   three'CoUur^d 
cockade.     The  inexpreffible  fenfation  which  I  felt-T^/ 
the  tears  which  came  into  my  eyes^  as  flie  attached 
the  party-coloured  ribbands  to  my  hat — were  they  a' 
prefentiment  of  thofe  misfortunes  which  I  fhould  ex- 
perience fome  day,  on  account  qf  events  that  thc^k 
afFe£led  me  but  indirecSlly,  ?     However  that  maybe, 
this,  which  was  the  only  cockade  worn  in  a  little 
town  devoted  to  ariftocracy,  was  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  di (agreeable  confequences ;  for  if  the  news 
had  not  been  fully  confirmed  on  the  very  next  day, 
I  fli(uld  have  expmenced  all jhe  rigours  of.a  crirj^.i^-. 
nal  profecutioit.,-)    ,jj  ^^v^^j.  {m^uwoU  ^d^  V>  ?iedVTi9r' 
:"  During  a  long  period  I  was  but  a  mere  fpedlator; 
I  had  promifed  to  remain  always  fuch.     Men  enow 
at  that  time  defended  the  dear  interefts  of  their  coun- 
try: thofe  originating  in  my  paffion  occupied  nearly 
all  my  time.     But  Mounier,  after  the  affair  of  Oc- 
tober, 
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lober,  17S9,  halving  endeavoured,  in  an  Incendiary 
publication  to  accufe  Paris,  then  wholly  exempt 
from  blame,  inftead  of  courageoufly  denouncing  the 
Orleans  fav5^ion,  folely  culpable  of  the  crimes^  that 
had  fullied  a  juft  infarreclion :  indignation  made  nae 
take  up  mv  pen,  and  I  publifhcd  a  pamphlet  entitled 
*  Paris  Jujlifit.  This  produced  my  admlffion  to 
the  Jacobin  Club,  where  no  one  was  received  at  that 
period,  but  in  confequence  of  real  pretenfions  to 
civijm^  and  the  pofleirion  of  fome  talents.  Refiding 
principally  in  the  country,  I  frequented  its  meetings 
but  feldom,  and  ftill  confined  myfelf  to  the  part  of 
an  obferver. 

"  All  my  works  thenceforth,  however,  were  dr- 
re^ed  towards    the   revolution.     Thus    Emille   de 
Vermont  was  a  romance,  undertaken  to  prove  the 
general  utility,  and   fometimes  the  neceflity  of  i/- 
vorce^  as  alfo  of  the  marriage  of  priej}s»     In  the 
fame  fpirit  I  wrote  two  comedies.     In  one  of  five 
a(3:s,entitledL'ANOELlCoNSPiRATEUR,i7«/f  5!?«ri- 
geois  Ge'ntilhomme  du  'dix'h\iitthne ftecle^l  attacked,-^ 
by  means   of  the   bitterefl   farcafm^,  the  ridiculous- 
prejudices   concerning  nobility,  both  old  and  new^' 
and  that,  too,  two  or  three  months  before  the  decree' 
that  abolifhcd  it.     N — •,  who,,  after  the  revolu- 
tion of  tHe  3  ill  of  May,  affirmed  that  he  arad  the 
members  of  the  Mountain  were  the  folfe  republicans, 
refufed  td'  recfeiVe  it  ^r'the  Theatre  de  la  Natiorty 
under  pretext  that  it  wai  /Vr^/^<//Vr)' ;  and  when  V 
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carried  it  to  the  Theatre  Fr^n^ais^  one  of  the  ma- 
nagers obferved  that  it  would  be  necelTary  to  be  pro- 
vided with  cannon,  in  order  to  perform  it*.  The 
other  comedy  was  a  gay  but  pointed  fa  tire  on 
the  mummeries  of  the  court  of  Rome:  it  had  for 
title,  L'Election  et  l'Audience  du  Grand- 
Lama  Sispi.  The  only  dramatick  trifle,  which  I 
could  procure  to  be  performed,  was  a  farce  called 
La  grande  revue  des  armees  noire  et  bUncke 'y  it 
was  written  with  a  view  to  turn  the  army  of  Cob- 
lentz  into  ridicule,  as  may  be  perceived  from  the 
title,  and  it  was  reprefented  twenty-five  times.      ;  ~.  - 

"  On  all  important  occafions  I  repaired  to  my  fec« 
tion.  I  alfo  at  times  fpoke  there  j  for  ariftocracy 
repaired  thither  in  force,  and  the  patriots  were  in 
want  of  orators.  I  was  one  of  the  firft  to  infcrib» 
my  name  in  the  regifter  of  the  national  guard,  td 
furnifti  my  patriotick  contribution,  ar>d  to  enter  myj. 
felf  a  member  of  the  jury  of  accufation.  Thus  I 
fulfilled  all  the  obfcure  duties  of  the  revolutioa'^, 
avoiding  at  the  fame. time  all  its.  brilliant  ad  vantages^ 
I  never  fought  after  popularity,  but  the  moment  was 
now  come  when  I  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  ftand 
forth  to  publick  notice.  :;  -  r      • 

"  The  greater  part  o^  the  defenders  of  liberty  had 
been  fucceiTirely  removed:  fome  by  death;  others 
by  corruption^  The  Court  confpired  openly  againfl 
the  conflitution  which  it  had  accepted.  AH  the  par-^ 
ties  who  laboured  to  deftroy  it  were  affured  of 'the 
- . , i^ik^ri^  arvf 

•  "  //  me  fauiro'ii  du  canon  pour  jouer  ettte  pXece."* 

fupport 
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fupport  of  the  Monarch.  I  was  one  of  that  fmall 
number  of  hardy  philofophers  who,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  1 79 1,  had  deplored  the  fate  of  a  great 
nation,  obliged  to  flop  in  the  midft  of  its  career  of 
liberty,  and  to  call  itfelf  enfranchifed,  wl^ilc  it  ftlll  re- 
tained a  court  and  a  king  I  Happy,  however,  in  having 
teformed  (o  many  ancient  abufes,  I  had,  like  many 
others,  heartily  promifed  fidelity  to  this  emafculated 
conftitution,  hopeing  that  time  alone  would  produce 
a  cure  to  our  yet  remaining  wounds,  without  agi- 
tation, and  without  hemorrhage.  Yes !  1  fwear  by 
that  Heaven  which  reads  the  inward  fentiments  of 
man,  that  if  the  Court  had  not  a  thoufand  times 
tried  to  ravifh  our  ha  If -liberty  from  us,  I  (hould 
nev^r  have  expe£ted  our  entire  liberation,  but  from 
time  alone.  But  it  became  inconteftible  that  it  con- 
fpired,  and,  not  content  with  fomenting  internal 
commotions,  it  called  in  foreign  aid.  In  this  pre- 
dicament, who  could  refufe  to  join  the  too  feeble 
battalion  that  ftlll  combated  for  our  country? 

"  From  that  moment  I  entered  the  lifts,  and  be- 
came a  party  in  the  terrible  conteft.  Indignant  at 
the  manoeuvres  of  thofe  nobles  who,  in  order  to  re- 
cftablifh  the  moft  horrible  abufes,  were  endeavouring 
to  arm  Europe  againft  their  native  land,  I  appeared 
at  the  bar  of  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  on  the  25th 
of  December,  1792,  and  prefentcd  ma  petition  centre 
Ids  Princes  (my  petition  againft  the  Princes).  Both 
in  the  fenate,  and  throughout  the  empire,  the  effc6l 
was  prodigious ;^  and  this,  as  well  as  two  other  pe- 
titions of  mine^  were  printed  by  order  of  the  Af- 

fembly. 
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fembly.  In  January,  I792>  during  a  dlfcufTion  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  1  alfo  appeared  in  the  tri- 
bune of  that  celebrated  fociety,  where  I  had  hitherto 
remained  mute. 

**  The  grand  queftion  refpecEling  a  war  with  Au- 
Aria  was  foon  after  difculTcd,  and  this  gave  occafion 
to  the  famous  fchifm,  b-^twcen  the  Robefpierrian 
faction  and  the  party  of  the  Briffotines,  I  took  part 
in  this  tlebate  againfl  Robefpierre,  and  reduced  him 
to  filence;  from  that  moment  he  became  my  mortal 
enemy,  and  let  loofe  a  gang  of  calumniators  againft 
the  neiv  oratsr.  I  however  obtained  fomc  of  the 
honours  of  the  club,  for  I  was  elected  firfl,  fecretary 
'and  afterwards  vlce-prefident. 

Roland,  Servan,  Clavicrre,  at  this  time  were  in 
adminiftration,  and  I  was  to  have  been  appointed 
mlnifVtr  of  juflice;  but  on  the  preceding  evening  1 
v/as  denounced  at  the  Jacobins  as  an  emigrant  — 
Although  I  viiStOriouHy  refuted  this  afTertlon,  and 
was  liilencd  to  with  attention  and  applaufe,  Duran- 
thon  was  preferred  to  this  impoitSnt  office.  }^y 
what  ftrange  fatality  is  the  dciliny  of  an  empire 
conneftcd  with  that  of  a  fingle  maii  ?  Had  I  been 
minifter  of  jullice,  I  fbould  ceriainly  have  Tided  with 
Roland,  participated  in  his  honourable;  difgrace,  ob- 
tained the  publick  cflecm,  bjen  rciVored  to  office 
with  him  on  the  lOih  of  Auguft,  and  then  royalifm 
in  Jij'guife  (hcM  nQVCT  hav^  pcipetrated  the  hor- 
rours  of  September  on  the  cradle  of  the  republick  ; 
the  faclion  of  the  Cordeliers  (hould  not  have  pro- 
duced the  cjicdliott  of  the  deputies  of  Paris  by  mcanS 

of 
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of  terrour ;  the  Englifh  government,  unable  to  ex- 
cite its  people  againft  us,  would  have  fought  in  vain 
for  a  pretext  to  commence  hoftilities  j  Robefpierre, 
had  he  not  altered  his  conduct,  muft  have  fuccumbed 
along  with  Pache,  Chaumette,  Hebert,  Marat,  and 
a  crowd  of  vile  wretches  in  the  pay  of  foreign  pow- 
ers. The  foundations  of  .the  republick  would  then 
have  been  laid !  • » -^    a    . .   > 

"  The  minifler*  of  the  home  department  wiftied 
to  become  acquainted  with  me.  War  had  been  de- 
-clared.  The  court  palpably  engaged  in  a  league 
with  Auftria,  'betrayed  our  armies ;  it  wasabfolutely 
neceflary  to  enlighten  the  people  on  the  fubject  of  fo 
■many  different  plots,  and  I  accordingly  became  editor 
of  (L<i  Sentinelle)  The.  Sentinel  f.  The  mini- 
fter  bore  the  expence,  and  of  fome  of  the  numbers 
upwards  of  :io,coo  were  printed.  Thofe  who  have 
fludied  Paris  ,and  the  departments  are  well  aware  of 
the  ferviceof  this  journal  to  France  at  that  epoch, 
when  foreign  powers,  emboldened  by  their  internal 
connections,  menaced  a  total  overthrow. 

*'  When  Dumouriez,  wifliing  to  reign  alone,  pro- 
cured die  minifters  Servan,  Claviere,  and  Roland, 
to  be  turned  out,  his  friends  attempted  to  corrupt 
me  with  the  oifer  of  the  embaffy  to  Conftantinople ; 
but  in  the  very  next  Sentinel!  attacked -the  condudl 
of  this  miniftcr,  and  from  that  moment  I  heard  no 


*  Roland. 

f  This  Svas  what  is  termed  Un  yourml-afkbsf  being  polled  on 
the  walls,  &-c.  '^i^  sdi 

O  more 
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more  of  my  diplomatick  miflion  to  the  Grand 
Signor !  Nearly  at  the  fame  period  Guadet  and 
ErifTot  wi(hed  to  fend  me  as  commiflioner  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  on  my  refufal  Santhonax  was  ap- 
pointed. 

"  At  length  the  inrurre6lIon  of  the  loth  of  Auguft 
took  place,  on  which  occafion  I  contributed  to  fave 
the  Swifs  guards,  whom  the  fatellites  of  Orleans, 
who  had  fied  at  firft,  returned  to  mafTacre,  as  foon 
as  the  engagement  was  at  an  end.  I  made  feveral 
of  thefe  unfortunate  foreigners  file  along  the  win- 
dows of  the  AiTemblj,  whence  they  palFed  into  the 
diplomatick  committee-room,  in  the  clofets  of  which 
they  were  concealed  by  Briflbt  and  Genfonne  — 
Danton  appeared,  when  the  victory  was  declared,  at 
the  head  of  the  battalion  of  Alarjellois^  armed  v/ith 
a  large  fabre,  as  if  he  had  been  the  hero  of  the  day; 
as  to  Robefpierre,  dill-  more  cowardly  and  hypocri- 
tical, he  dared  not  to  fhow  his  face  until  four-and- 
tweniy  hours  after  the  combat; — this,  however,  did 
not  prevent  him  from  attributing  to  himfelf  the 
whole  merit  of  the.  fuccefs  in  the  council  of  the 
commune^  whither  he  repaired  the  next  day  but  one^ 
In  order  to  a6l  the  part  of  a  defpot. 

"  And  on  the  2d  of  September,  it  was  he  who 
menaced  us  all.  The  frightful  Robefpierre  pro- 
fcribed  us  in  the  t.ibunei  Marat  pafl'ed  fentence  of 
death  upon  us.  The  punifhment  of  BrifTot,  Verg- 
niaud,  Guadet,  Condorcet,  Roland,  and  his  wife; 
that  of  Lodoifl;a  and  myfeif,  was  alfo  decided  uppn. 

Vile 
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Vile  impoilors  !  infamous  royalifts  !  were  we  then 
rederalifts  ? 

"  Soon  after  the  firft  meetlno;  of  the  Conven- 
tion,  I  denounced  Robefpierrej  fifty  deputies  at- 
tefted  the  fads  mentioned  by  me;  an<i  the  cow- 
ard, thinking  his  lad  moment  was  approaching, 
came  to  the  tribune^  in  order  to  demand  mercy. 
Had  but  Pethion — whofe  immenfe  influence  was 
not  even  then  deftroyed,  and  whom  I  called  upon 
feveral  times — had  he  but  told  publickly  one  quar- 
ter of  what  he  knew,  Robefpierre  and  his  accom- 
plice, Marat,  would  have  been  Inftantly  decreed  in 
a  (late  of "accufation,  and  the  Republick  faved  1— 
The  future  di<£lator  demanded  eight  days  to  prepare 
a  reply :  when  this  term  had  elapfed,  he  filled  all  the 
tribunes  v/itH"mird'  and"  feftiJil^  Jacobins;  ar^d  al- 
thouo;h  he  fpoke  for  two  hours,  did  not  fay  a  word 
in  anfwer.  I  hoped  to  have  overwhelmed  him  in 
my  rejoinder;  l^ut  the  G/''^?^^:///?/  arofe  along  with 
t':\Q  Mbuniain^  m  order  to  prevent  me  from  being 
hear'd,'a$  they  urnagirted'  oiir  triumph  complete.— 
Thisi  however,  did  not  prevent  me  from  writing, 
ari^  r  accordingly  pul^lifhed  what  1  intended  to  have 
faid,  under  the  form  of  a  letter  addreffed  to  MaxU 
milian  Robefpierre  and  his  RoyaUjfs  (J Maicimilien 
Robefpierre  et  a  fes  Royalijies),      '  '    ^u  h'-- 

"  Nearly  at  the  fame  tinrie  Buzot  and  1  attacked 
the  fae^Ion  in  the  moft  fenfible  part.  We  demanded 
and  obtained  the  decree  for  the  expulfion  of  the 
Bou'bons.  A  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  Jacobins, 
the  Cordeliers,  and  the  Commune,  forced  us  to  re- 
O  2  peal 
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peal  it ;  but  it  was  attended  at  leaft  with  this  ad- 
vantage, that  the  motives  of  the  Mountain  were 
now  difcovered. 

"  A  flu  redly  I  had  well  earned  the  honour  of  being 
expelled  from  the  Jacobins,  and  my  name  was  ac- 
cordingly erafed  en  the  fame  day  with  that  of  Ro- 
land and  many  other  patriots. 

"  At  the  trial  of  Gapet,  Salle  moved  the  appeal  to 
the  people-,  I  fupported  him:  my  reafons  are  publickj 
and  it  is  nov/  eafy  to  decide  whether  my  predi<Slionsi 
have  not  been  verified  by  events. 

"  At  length  Dumouriez  joined  the  Orleans'  party, 
and  thus  threw  his  weight  into  the  fcaleiof  our  ene- 
mies. The  lOth  of  March  was  not  far  ofF,  and  the 
heads  of  twenty-two  deputies  were  promifed  on  that 
day  to  Cobourg ;  we  v/ere  only  faved  by  the  batta- 
lion of  Breft.  This  affair  was  in  fome  meafure 
hvifhed  up  by  the  Girondifts,  for  fear  oi  driving  vi" 
elcnt  men  into  Jiill  greater  excejjes*  On  this  occa- 
fion  I  drew  up  a-  denunciation  of  the  plot  of  the  1 0th; 
of  March,  but  was  not  allowed  to  fpeak,  and,  as 
ufual,  was-  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  prefs*. 
All  the  conjeflures  hazarded  by  me,  at  that  period, 
have  become  fo  many  predi61:ions,  and  it  is  impofTible 
to  defcrtbe  the  rage  of  the  confpirators  when  it  ap- 
peared, I  however  was  not  fufEclently  fupported  by 
the  aflertors  of  liberty  on  this  occafron,  and  as  I  now 
forefaw  that  our  fall  was  at  hand,  and  our  difcom- 
fiture  inevitable,  I  was  accuftomed  to  fay  daily  to 

•  The  title  of  this  pamphlet  is,  Ala.  Convention  Natiorale,  ct  a  ma 
Cmmttum  fiur  la  Co^ffiramn  duio  Mars  et  la  Faff  ion  d' Orleans. 

my 
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my  clear  Lodolika, — '  Our  friends  rufh  towards  the 
'  fcafFold,  and  I  would  feparate  myfelf  from  them  in- 
« ilantly,were  I  not  confcious  that  their  party  is  that. 
'  of  duty  and  of  virtue/ 

'"  In  the  mean  time  Dumouriez,  who,  while  it 
ferved  the  purpofcs  of  his  ambition  hadbeen  a  ftauncli , 
republican,  now  thirfted  for  our  blood.  An  inhabitant 
of  Bourdeaux,  who  happened  to  be  a  friend  of  Guadet, 
and  was  taken  at  the  battle  of  Nerwienden,  brought 
us  intelligence  that  the  ftaff  officers  of  Cobourg's 
army  flattered  themfelves  with  the  expectation,  that 
in  a  ftiort  time  the  heads  of  twenty-two  members  of 
the  Convention  would  be  cut  off-  Judge  then 
of  our  furprife,  when,  a  little  afterwards,  Pache 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  pretended  fedlions  of 
Paris,  and  prefented  his  famous  petition,  in  which 
twenty-two  of  us  were  profcribed  1' 

I  had  long  anticipated  all  the  hbrrours  of  the  3 iff 
of  May:  they  occurred,  however,  at  a  time  when  I 
had  almoft  ceafed  to  expe<?t  them.  On  the  night  be- 
tween the  30th  and  31(1  the  ftorm  announced  itfelf 
fo  palpably,  that  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  fleeping 
from  home — A  detached  chamber,  containing  three 
wretched  beds,  but  a  fufficieney  of  arms,  and  inclina- 
tion for  defence,  received  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Guadet, 
Bergoing,  Rabaut  St.  Etienne,  and  myfelf.  At  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  we  were  awoke  by  the  noife 
of  the  toc/ni ;  at  fix  we  dcfcended  from  our  garret, 
and  paffed  along  the  Thuilleries  to  the  Convention, 
where  threats  oniy  were  uttered  againfl  us.  Next-  - 
O  3  "  day, 
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day,  as  I  entered  the  hall,  I  learned  that  the  female 
citizen  Roland  had  been  arrefted.  From  that  mo- 
ment I  was  convinced  that  the  career  of  crime  was 
about  to  commence:  I  therefore  engaged  the  princi- 
pal perfons  profcribed  to  re-unite,  and  we  accord- 
ingly dined  together  for  the  laft  time.  Lefs  occupied 
with  our  repaft  than  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of 
publicic  affairs,  we  began  to  confider  of  our  future 
condu£l,  when  the  tocfin  once  more  founded  the  alarm, 
and  was  heard  on  all  fides.  A  moment  after,  fome 
one  brought  Briflbt  the  falfe  intelligence  that  feals 
had  been  put  on  all  our  papers.  Notwithflanding  I 
trembled  left  my  Lodoilka  fhould  be  arrefted,  I  urged 
my  opinions,  fucclncf^ly,  but  warmly.  Henceforth,  I 
faid,  we  could  be  of  no  ferviee  in  the  Convefttion> 
where .  the  Mountain  and  the  galleries  would  not 
permitus  to  utter  a  fingleword;  our  appearance  there 
would  only  animate  the  hopes  of  the  confpirators, 
who  would  be  charmed  to  feize  the  whole  of  their 
prey  at  the  fame  time.  There  was  nothing  further 
to  be  done  in  Paris,  as  it  was  entirely  governed  by 
a  facSlion,  which  had  made  itfeif  mafter  of  the  armed 
force,  and  the  conftituted  authorities — //  was  a  de- 
partmental  injurrelli(hn  which  could  alone  jave  ali 
France  / 

"  After  providing  for  the  fefety  of  her  who  was 
dearer  to  me  than  my  own  life,  I  fccreted  myfelf 
during  a  fortnight,  at  the  houie  of  an  old  friend,  who. 
in  bis  youth  had  been  aftifted  by  my  father :  three, 
weeks  more  were  fpent  with  a  brav«  young  man,  on 
irhoie  fidelity  1  could  rely. . 

«  In 
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*^  In  the  mean  time  the  indignant  departments  be- 
gan to  talk  of  vengeance.  Buzot,  who  had  not  been 
felzed,  and  Barbaroux,  who  had  efcaped  from  his 
keepers,  were  along  with  Gorfas  at  Caen,  and 
headed  the  infurredion  ef  the  Weft.  I  myfelf,  hav- 
ing received  pafTports  from  ihat  place,  left  Paris  on 
the  24th  of  June.  At  Meulan,  we  wef€  obliged  to 
change  our  carriage,  and  the  new  coachman  proved 
to  be  a  furious  MaraUji^  who  was  continually  pour* 
ing  forth  imprecations  againft  thofe  rogues  of  deputies^ 
wiio  were  repairing  to  the  departments,  in  order  to 
inflame  them. 

"  Having  arrived  at  Caen  on  the  26th,  we  found 
that  eight  coalefced  departments  had  already  fent  their 
commiiTariee  thither,  and  their  armed  force  was  about 
X.O  follow.  Wimpfen,  the  General  in  Chief,  had 
hitherto  confined  all  his  exploits  to  fine  words.  I 
foon  faw,  and  indeed  he  made  no  fecret  of  it,  that  he 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a  Roy  alt/};  my  col- 
leagues allowed  him  to  be  one,  but  added  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  a  man  of  honour*  From  that  mo- 
ment I  perceived  what  muft  evidently  occur,  and, 
had  my  wife  been  along  with  me,  we  fhould  have 
taken  our  palfage  to  America,  and  been  at  this  mo- 
ment, perhaps,  in  Philadelphia. 

"  At  length  Wimpfen  declared  himfelf,  and  pro- 
miied  us  men,  arms,  ammunition,  and  money,  if  we 
wauld  but  negotiate  with  England,  The  other  de- 
puties now  opened  their  eyes  to  the  fnare  laid  for 
them,  and  the  defection  of  the  adminiftrators  of  Cal- 
Tados,  and  the  acceptance  pf  th«  jnew  conftittrtion 
6  by 
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by  the  Primary  Aflemblies  rendered  our  flay  in  Caen 
extremely  hazardous.  We  accordingly  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  Bretons,  who  were  about  to  return 
to  their  own  country,  and  refolved  to  accompany 
them  thither,  armed  like  themfelves. 

**  After  a  few  marches,  we  arrived  at  Vires,  where 
having  learned  that  the  Mountain  had  arrefted  all 
thofe  attached  to  us,  I  trembled  for  the  fate  of  my 
wife;  but  fhe  arrived  at  midnight,  moft  unexpect- 
edly, and  thus  reieafed  me  from  all  my  fears.  At 
Fongeres,  the  battalions  feparated,  and  we  proceeded 
with  that  of  Finifterre  to  Dol,  hopeing  to  be  able  to 
reach  Quimper,  whence  Kervelegan  our  colleague, 
who  had  gone  thither  fome  da/s  before,  would  be 
able  to  get  us  a  pafTage  to  Bourdeaux.  At  Autrain, 
about  two  hundred  Jacobins  entered  into  a  plot  to 
difarm  the  federates,  and  fend  the  profcribed  deputies 
to  Paris;  but  we  doubled  the  pofts  and  the  patroles, 
and  prevented  the  confpiracy  from  taking  efFe6l, 

"  A  little  before  our  entrarxe  into  Dol,  we  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  Municipality  had  fent  to 
St.  Maloes  for  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  feize 
us ;  but  v/e  marched  into  the  place  with  fcrewed 
bayonets,  and  drew  up  in  battle  array  before  the 
town  houfe.  At  DInan,  we  were  well  received  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  furnifhed  us  with  excellent  beds  ; 
next  morning,  however,  the  battalion  began  to  dlf- 
pute  about  us,  and  feveral  ohferved,  that  to  prote6i: 
the  profcribed  deputies  was  to  violate  the  laws.  On 
this  we  fignified  our  refolution  to  depart  'by  ourfelves 
acre is  the  country  to  Quimper;  but  they  would  not 

permit 
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permit  us,  for  they  not  only  prefented  us  with  arms, 
but  alfo  offered  us  money,  and  infifled  that  fix  of 
them  fhould  accompany  us  as  guides.  Flaving  fent 
my  Lodoifka  for^ward  by  the  great  road,  we  flruck 
offat  Jugon,  and  after  a  variety  of  adventures,  ef- 
caping  fometimes  by  artifice,  and.  fometimes  by  dint 
of  refolution,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Quimper,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  we  were  concealed  in 
the  hut  of  a  peafant.  Expoftd  every  moment  td  the 
denunciations  of  the  malignant,  and  t|ie  daggers  of 
afTaflins;  imagining  that  my  end  approached,  and 
that  I  fhould  bs  dragged  to  a  fcafFoId,  which  muft 
inevitably  have  been  the  cafe,  had  I  fall'en  into  the 
hands  of  my  implacable  enemies^  I  was  feized  at 
this  period  with  a  fit  of  melancholy,  and  adtually 
compofed  my  death-fong-,  which  I  intended  to  have 
fung  on  my  way  to  execution: 

Atvi.i'rf-VeiUom  au  falut  de,!'' Empire. 

*  De*  vils  opprefTeurs  de  la  France, 

*  J'ai  denonce  les  attentats  : 

*  lis  font  vainqueurs,  ct  I e\ir  vengeance 

*  Ordonneauffi-tpt,mpp  trepas.       -foi  •?^ol.'' 

*  Liberte !  Liberty !.  recois  done  mon  dernlpr  hoawnagc  : 

*  Tyrans,  frappez,  Thomme  libre  enviera  mon  dtftin  s 

*  Plutoc  la  mort  que  Tefclavage, 

*  Cell  le  vceu  d'un  Isepublicain  ! 

*  Si  j'avois  fervi  leur  furie, 

*  lis  m'auioient  prodigue  de  I'or  j 

*  J'aimai  miejax  lervir  ma:patrie, 

*  J'aimai  mieux  recevoir  la  mort. , 

*  Liberte!  Liberte!  quelle  ame  a  ton  feu  ne  s'anime! 

*  Tyrans,  frappez,  rhomme  libre  enviera  mon  dcftiiv;, 

*  Plutot  le  trepas  que  le  crime, 

*  C'eft  le  vceu  d'un  repubUcain  I 

Et 
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'  Et  toj,  qu'a  regret  je  delaifle, 
'  Amante,  fi  chtre  a  mon  cceur : 
••  Bannjs  toutc  indigne  folblefle, 
*  Sois  plus  forte  que  ta  douJeur. 
*  Libcrte !  LiBerte  !'  ranlme  et-  foutichs  (on  couraee  ! 


*  Pour  toiV  pour  moi-,  quVl'e  portc  le  poids  de  fes  J(iurs ; 

*-  Son  ffirij  peut-etre,  enferme  un  gage, 

*  L*unique  fruit  denes  aiTiOurs!    , 

••  Digne  ^oufe,  scis  digne.mere, 

*  Prer.ds  ton  ekve  en  fon  berceau  '.^ 

*  Rcdis  -lui  ibuvent  que  son  pere 

*  Mourut  du  trepas  le  plus  beau  1 

*  Libcrte  !  Liberie  J  qu'il'  t'offre  fon  plus  pur  hornmagc  T 
'  TyranSj  trembiczj  redoutez  un  enfant  genereux  1 

;       *  Plutot  la  DTiort  que  iVfcl  ivage, 

*  Sera  le  premier  de  fes  vcsux  ! 

*  Qui;'fi  d'un  nouveau  Robefplcrre, 

*  Ton  pays  etoit  tourrncnte,  - 

*  Mon  fils,  ne  v?r.ge  point" ton  pere, 
.  *  Mon  fils,  venge  la  Liberte  t 

*  Liberie  !.  Liberte!  qu'un  succes  meilkur  Taccompagne, 

*  T^rans,  fwyez,  emportez  vos  enfans  odieux ! 

*  Piutot  la  mort  que  la  Montagne, 

*  Sera  le  cri  de  nps  neveux !  . 

<  bui,  <^eslx)urreaux  ilf^rAijbaye, 
'*'  Le^  stJCces^^afF-eux  feVont  courts !> 

*  Un  rrionfb-e  etfrayoit  fa  patrJe, 
•    *  Unc  fill*,  a  tranche  f«s  jours  J 

*  Liberte  !  Liberte  !  que  ton  bras  fur  eux  fe  promene  ! 

*  Tremblez,  tyrans,  vos  forfaits  appelent  nos  vertus  ! 

*  JVIarat  cfl  mort  cbaigc  de  haine, 

*  Corday  vit  aupres  de  Brutus ! 

*  Mais  la  foule  fe  prefle  et  crie  ; 

*  Peuple  infortune,  je  t'entends! 

*  Adieu,  ma  fan-iile  cherie, 

*  Adieu,  mcs  amis  de  vingt  ansi 

'  Liberte  I 
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*  LIberte  !  LlbertCj  pardonne  a  la  foule  abufee  ! 
*  Mais,  vous  tyrans  !  le  Midi  peut  encore  vous  punlr; 

*  Moi  je  rTi'en  vais  dans  TElyfee, 

*  Avec  Sydney,  m'entretenir  !  ' 

"  At  length  an  opportunity- oiFered  to  effect  our 
efcape^iit  was  impoflible,  however,  t-o  carry  my  Lo-. 
doifka  along  with  rae.  I  therefore  bade  her  adieu,  and 
embarked  on  board  a  Imall  veffcl,  along  with  Gau- 
det,  Buzot,  Pethion,  and  Barbaroux,  for  Bourdeaux. 
Our  dangers,  however,  inftead  of  being  lefTened, 
Teemed  to  redouble.  We  were  conftantly  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  taken  by  the  Englifh,  in  which 
cafe,  to  avoid  all  fufpicion  of  collufion  with  our  im- 
placeable  enemy,  we  had  determined  to  put  ourfelves 
to  death,  rather  (han  fall  into  their  hands.  At  one 
time,  we  fell  in  with  the  Brefl  fleet;  at  another,  we 
were  nearly  forced  by  a  florm  to  take  refuge  at  Ro- 
chelle,  where  we  ftiould  inftantly  have  been  recog- 
nifed,  and  when  at  length  v/e  joined  the  convoy, 
which  we  intended  to  have  failed  v/ith  originally,  the 
captain  of  one  of  the  frigates  eagerly  enquired  if 
there  were  any  pafTengers  on  board.  We  arrived  at 
length,  however,  in  the  river  of  Bourdeaux,  and  to 
avoid  being  fearched  by  the  men  of  war,  or  flopped 
by  the  garrifon  of  Fort  de  Blaye,  we  went  on  fhore 
at  Bee  d'Ambcz,  in  the  yawl,  which  was  fo  fmall 
as  to  endanger  our  lives. 

''  We  were  now  in  this  famous  department  of  the 
Gironde  ;  and  here,  we  not  only  deemed  ourfelves  in 
perfect  furety,  but  in  a  fituation  to  combat  the  ene- 
mies, of  our   country.      In   fhorc,  we   had   nearly 

knelt 
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knelt  down  on  landing,  and  klfTed  the  earth  we 
longed  (o  much  to  behold.  O  !  unhappy  mortals  ! 
your  joys  are  fometimes  as  ill-founded  as  your  for- 
rows! 

"  The  manfion  where  we  intended  to  refide,  and 
which  was  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  belonged 
to  a  relation  of  Guadet ;  but  nobody  being  at  home 
to  receive  us,  we  were  forced  to  repair  to  a  forry 
ale-houfe.  There  we  learned,  that  the  Maratifts 
had  attained  the  fuperiority  at  Bourdeaux ,  that  the 
members  of  the  municipality  and  department  had 
betaken  themfelves  to  flight;  that  Chateifu-Trcmpette 
and  ForuBlaye^  had  furrendered,  and  that  the  depu- 
ties of  the  mountain  had  entered  with  a  body  of 
troops.  Our  arrival  was  foon  buzzed  about,  and 
we  were  obliged  once  more  to  provide  for  our  fafety. 
Guadet  and  Pethion,  fallied  out  for  that  purpofe, 
but  they  could  not  find  any  one  courageous  enough 
to  entertain  us  during  even  a  fingle  night !  What 
added  to  our  confufion,  was  the  intelligence,  that 
troops  and  cannon,  were  actually  fent  againft  us,  and 
this  was  really  the  cafe,  for  they  arrived  immediately 
after  our  departure. 

**  Having  crofled  the  Dordogne  in  the  ferry-boat, 
we  lea;  ned  that  fifty  horfemen  were  in  purfuit  of  us ; 
we  therefore  took  refuge  in  a  quarry  where  we  re- 
mained in  fafety,  for  as  it  happened  to  be  a  Sunday, 
the  labourers  were  not  at  work.  There  v/e  held  a 
folemn  confultation,  and  foon  perceived,  that  in  order 
to  efcapc,  it  would  be  abfolutely  necefTary,  to  divide. 
Petion  and   Buzot,  .igrecd   to   wander  together,  I 

knew 


JEAK    SAPTISTE    LoCVET.  I57 

knew  not  whither;  Salles  and  Guadet  refolved  to 
repair*  towards  Landes  ;  Barbaroux  and  Valady  join- 
ed themfclves  to  me.  Our  fole  obje6i:  was  to  gaia 
time,  for  we  deemed  the  frightful  triumph  of  the 
mountain  Co  inconceivable,  that  we  did  not  think  it 
pofTible,  that  it  could  lafl:  for  a  fingle  fortnight. 
After  embracing,  we  accordingly  fepariited.  Barba- 
roux was  to  pafs  for  a  profeflbr  of  mineralogy,  fi 
fcience  he  was  well  acquainted  with,  his  companions 
for  two  merchants,  who  were  travelling  along  with 
him,  in  order  to  fpeculate  on  the  mines^  he  might 
iiifcover.  But  merchants  on  foot,  and  travelling 
during  the  nigbt  1  Fifty  leagues  of  country  to 
pafs  through,  by  the  afTiftance  of  fuch  a  fable  as 
this  !  And  Barbaroux  fo  well  known,  and  f3 
eafy  to  be  difcoveredi  The  proje6l  was]  def- 
perate,  and  protecting  Heaven  prevented  us  frora 
carrying  it  into  execution,  for  after  walking  four 
hours,  we  found  that  we  had  miffed  our  road,  A 
reclory  was  at  fome  diilance,  and  wc  refolved  to 
knock  at  the  door  ;  it  was  opened  by  a  worthy  con- 
flitutional  cure^  who  inftantly  perceiving  that  we 
v/ere  perfecuted  men,  received  us  with  great  hofpi- 
tality,  and  detained  us  for  two  days.  At  the  end  of 
that  period,  he  conducted  us  to  the  houfe  of  a  pea- 
sant, whofe  wife  was  afraid  to  give  us  an  afylum  j 
we  then  took  refuge  in  a  hay-loft,  belonging  to  a 
farm,  and  there  intended  to  have  put  an  end  to  our 
lives,  but  Barbaroux,  reminding  me  of  my  wife,  and 
I  recalling  to  him  the  image  of  his  venerable  mother, 
we  deferred  the  horrid  deed. 
**  At  length  I  came  to  a  decided  refolutioi:,  to  make 
P  na 
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ati  attempt  to  reach  Pans,  and  rather  encounter  all 
the  dangers  of  fo  perilous  a  journey,  than  remain  in 
the  prefcnt  horrid  ftate  we  were  in,  I  therefore  in- 
flantly  threw  away  every  thing  that  might  encumber 
me  in  the  journey ;  I  kept,  however,  my  national 
great  coat,  and  difguifcd  my  face  under  a  littlejaco- 
blte  wig*  ;  after  this,  having  prefTed  Guadet  and  Sal- 
les  to  my  heart,  I  opened  .  my  pock-^t-book,  and 
parting  a  few  ajfignats  wirh  the  latter,  who  was  flill 
poorer  than  myfelf,  I  fet  ofF  along  the  great  road 
that. leads  :o  the  capital.  It  was  neceflary  I  ihould 
pafs  through  Mont'Pont^  and  at  break  of  day  I  heU 
out  a  bad  pafTport,  for  the  infpe^lion  of  the  fentinel, 
who  luckily  happened  to  be  alleep.  Soon  after  this, 
I  entered  a  fmall  village,  where  I  obtained  a  good 
'fire  and  a  breakfafl,  at  a  little  publick  houfe  ;  i  alfo 
found  pen  and  ink  there,  and  by  their  means  com- 
pleted my  pafTport,  defcribing  the  citizen  Larcher 
(the  name  I  had  afTumed)  as  2,hx^vQ  fans-culoiies.  At 
MuiTidau,  the  miftrcfs  of  the  forry  inn,  where  I  put 
up,  endeavoured  to  difcover  my  {eiitiments,  in  the 
mofl  infidious  manner,  by  praifing  Cnarlctte  Corday, 
and  abufing  Marat,  but  I  fvvt  re  in  the  true  ftyle  of 
Pere  Duchefne,  and  menaced  her  with  the  guillotine. 
Next  day,  when  I  had  payed  the  bill,  and  v/as  pre- 
paring to  depart,  fhe  went  haflily  out,  and  bi ought 
in  an  overgrown  peafant,  whom  (he  called  the  citi- 
zen-mayor, who  luckily  for  me  could  not  read! 

"  Perceiving  I  was  likely  to  cfcape,  through  his  ig- 
norance, fhe  immei^a^t-y  fei.t    for  the    Procureur^ 

*   JJnc  petite  ^eiruque  jacobiu. 

Syndic^ 
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Syndicy3.nd  adtually  introduced  the  v/hole  munlcipa- 
li:.v  one  by  one,  but  1  fo  plied  them  with  liquor, 
wiiich  1  was  now  under  the  neceiTity  of  calling  for, 
and  had  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  chief  magif- 
trate  to  fuch  a  degree,  ihat  I  was  confidered  by  all  as 
a  moft  excellent  jacobin,  and  wifhcd  a  good  journey 
accordingly. 

"  Nothing  new  occurred  until  I  arrived  at  Peri- 
gueux,  a  very  dangerous  place  for  me,  but  I  luckily 
pulled  throuo;h  the  fuburbs,  and  arrived  at  a  hamlet 
called  Ic's  ''/avernes  \  the  keeper  of  the  ale-houfe 
was  afleep,  ''and  I  had  no  fooner  awoke  him,  and 
afked  for  a  bed,  than  he  demanded  my  pafTport. 
When  he  had  examined  it,  he  Inftantly  difcoveied, 
that  it  had  not  been  prefcntea  to  the  conJiTfuied  an-- 
thcritles^  at  Perigueux,  and  threatened  to  conduct 
me  thither.  A  carrier,  however,  who  happened  to 
be  prefent,  interfered  in  my  behalf,  procured  me  a 
forry  matrafs,  for  which  I  was  obliged  to  pay  before 
hand,  and  took  me  under  his  proteclion  next  m.orn- 
ing.  Afcer  obferving  that  I  did  not  look  like  a  thief ^ 
he  placed  me  in  his  cart  v^hich  had  a  tilt  over  it; 
and  as  he  was  well  known  on  the  read,  he  condu<Sted 
me  through  Thiviers  and  Aixe,  at  neither  of  which 
places  I  was  flopped,  and  we  at  .length  arrived  in 
fafety  at  Limoges,  which  v/as  his  place  of  refidence. 

"  Suppofmg  m.e  one  of  the  merchants  who  had  been 
plundered  at  Bourdeaux,  he  concealed  me  in  his 
houfe,  for  three  whole  days,  until  he  could  £nd  a 
convenient  opportunity  to  convey  me  to  Paris.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  his  wife,  who  trembled  for  the 
P  2  corifequences 
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confequenccs,  Inverited  a  fto:  y,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
me,  and  when  I  difcovered  the  trick  conjured  mc  not 
to  reveal  it  to  her  hufoand.  He  himfelf  arrived  foon 
after,  and  informed  me  with  an  oath,  that  he  had 
prevailed  on  n  good  fellow  of  a  poflillion,  to  carry  mc 
all  the  way  to  the  capita],  adding,  that  I  was  to  paf* 
as  a  fmuggler.  Next  morning  by  two  o'clock  he 
was  at  my  bed  fide,  and  after  forcing  me  to  affift  him 
In  difpatching  a  couple  of  bottles  of  wine,  and  filling 
my  pockets  with  bread,  meat,  and  chefnuts,  he  pre- 
sented me  with  a  pair  of  v/ocllen  gloves,  and  a  cot- 
ton night-cap,  which  I  ftill  have  in  my  pofiefiion. 
At  bi-eak  of  day,  we  fet  forward,  and  having  made 
a  circuit,  in  order  to  avoid  a  guard-houfe  and  fome 
military  pcfts  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  at  length 
arrived  at  a  little  inn,  where  my  new  conductor 
waited  for  us.  After  the  other  had  delivered  me 
into  his  hands,  and  repeated  his  recommendations 
a  thoufand  times  over,  he  embraced,  and  even  v/ept 

overme.     I  alfo  wept How  fvveet  are  the 

tears  of  gratitude  ! — At  length  we  bid  adieu  to  each 
other.  Adieu  brave  and  moft  excellent  fans- culottes^ 
replete  v/ith  generofity  and  fenfibility  i  fuch  ought 
to  be,  fuch  would  have  been  all,  if  wicked  men  had 
not  perverted  your  minds  I  Should  he  in  his  turn,  be 
^ver  perfecuted,  juft  God  !  repay  him  in  his  misfor- 
times,  for  that  fuccour  he  conferred  on  me  during 
mine. 

"  My  new  guide,  pofiefied  courage,  and  dexterity, 
but  his  carriage,  which  proved  to  be  a  heavy  old 
machijae,  was  not  fo  well  calculated  for  cojicealment 

as 
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as  the  former.  Add  to  thi-^,  that  we  could  only  tra- 
vel at  a  flow  pace,  muft  therefore  be  long  on  the 
road,  and  that  I  had  no  Icfs  than  feven  compa- 
nions ! All  the  (even  too,  were  perpe- 
tually at  variance,  and  agreed  only  in  one  point 
they  deemed  themfelves  honoured  by  being  jacobins, 
and  indeed,  they  were  jacobins  in  no  fmall  degree  ! 

"  At  the  entrance  of  every  town,  at  every  guard-- 
houfe,  at  every  pcfl:,  at  every  place  where  paliports 
were  demanded.  I  was  obliged  to  conceal  myfelf  un>- 
der  the  great  coats  of  thefe  mountaineers,  and  the 
petticoats  of  their  wives.  This  was  the  only  way, 
that  a  deferter^  (and  fuch  I  pretended  to  be)  could 
efcape  detection.  At  Bois-Remont,  at  Aro;enton,  at 
Chateau-Roux,  I  efcaped  with  great  diiHcuky,  and 
the  nearer  we  approached  Paris,  the  firicler  was  the 
fea;ch. 

"  We  now  entered  a  department,  where  I  had 
been  ele6ted  by  the  people,  while  they  were  flill- 
free  ;  I  had  perhaps  exhibited  fome  courage  in  ful- 
filling the  duties  they  had  entrufted  me  with,  and  I 
was  returning  to  them,  in  difguife,  a  fugitive,  and  a 
profcribed  man.  Orleans,  the  chief  town  of  the  dif- 
tri6l,  through  which  we  were  to  pafs,  coiitained  my 
moft  bitter,  enemier — if  one,  of  them  perceived  me 
I  was  loft  for  ever  ! 

"  On  our  arrival  the  gates  were  ftill  fhuty  by  way 
of  precaution,  for  during  the  preceding  night  a 
.do?niciliary  v'lfit  had  taken  place,  and  forty  Louve^ 
tinesy  had  been  arrcfted,  and  were  foon  to  meet  their 
doom.     Thus  my  very  name  led  to  deftrud'on. 

P  3  ..After 
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"  After  undcrgoi:ig  the  ufual  examination,  we 
paficd  through,  and  v/ere  preparing  to  leave  the 
place  by  the  gate  of  Bannicr^  when  we  were  again 
flopped.  One  of  the  company  remarked,  that  cur 
paflport  had  already  been  examined  ;  "  that  is  not 
fufficient,"  cried  the  officer  alcud,  "  all  the  paflen- 
gers  muft  alight !"  Every  male  but  myfcif  having 
defcended,  the  fame  voice  exclaimed,  "  the  ladies  alfo 
mud  follow  1"  I  now  thought  that  my  end  was 
fail  approaching,  for  the  women  having  neceiTarily 
carried  their  petticoats  along  with  them,  one  half  (f 
my  pcrfon  was  expofed  to  view.  I  however  found 
means  to  throw  fome  flraw  over  my  legs  and  feet, 
and  fpread  a  great  ccat  around  my  body  and  head. 
Having  done  this,  I  drew  out  my  piftol,  and  placing 
the  muzzle  in  my  mouth,  I  gave  a  figh  to  my  deal* 
country,  to  my  adored  wife  a  tear,  a  thought  to  a 
remunerating  Providence,  and  then  waited  for  the 
awful  period  of  my  dilTolution,  for  I  had  determined 
to  draw  the  tiigc;er  in  cafe  I  fhould  have  been  difco- 
vered  !  The  jacobin  fearcher  however  milled  me, 
notwithftanding  he  trod  once  or  twice  on  my  fiioul- 
der,  and  a6lually  tofled  three  or  four  parcels  on  my 
head.  After  this  fevere  trial,  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  beo^an  to  confider  them.felves  as  little  better 
than  my  accomplices,  refumed  their  feats,  and  the 
driver,  who  fully  expelled  to  be  guillotined,  rejoiced 
exceedingly  when  he  found  himfelf  again  fafcly 
mounted  on  his  horfe. 

''At  E  tarn  pes  the  carriage  was  once  more  fearched, 
tut  not  with  fuch  rigorous  fcrupulofity,  as  at  Or- 
leans ; 
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leans  ;  to  make  amends  for  this,  however,  we  were 
flopped  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  until  the  troops, 
who  were  drawn  out  to  do  honour  to  one  of  the 
deputies  of  the  mountain,  had  filed  oft,  and  what 
added  not  a  little  to  my  terrour,  this  fame  deputy, 
who  proved  to  be  no  other  than  *****  *j  was 
mv  mcfl  bitter  enemy.  Had  this  brigand^  urgedby 
the  genius  of  malevolence,  advanced  hut  a  few  fleps 
further,  he  muft  undoubtedly  have  cifcovered  me— 
what  joy  for  him  !  what  a  prefent  for  the  foreign 
kings,  and  the  kings  cf  the  mountain  ! 

"  To  avoid  detection,  I  pafled  that  night  in  the 
fbable;  next  day,  we  dined  at  the  cro'ix  de  Beniisj 
where  I  was  once  more  fubjeified  to  great  uneafmefs, 
by  two  travellers,  one  of  whom  locking  at  me,  en- 
quired of  his  companion,  if  he  miflook  him  for  a  ro- 
mance writer?  while  the  other,  replied  by  a  fong 
from  my  own  Faublas  : 

'*  Ell-ce  crainte,  eft-ce  IndifFerence  ? 
'•'  J«  voudrois  bien  le  devenir,"  Sec. 

"  On  recollecting,  hov»'ever,  that  it  was  not  hj 
pleafantries  of  this  kind  that  an  enemy  would  make 
me  comprehend  I  was  difcovered,  I  became  eafy, 
and  in  this  fituation  of  mind  continued  my  journey 
towards  Paris. 

"  The  vifit  at  the  barriers  frightened  us  all,  and 
we  had  adopted  a  variety  of  precautions;  but  they 
proved  unneceffary,  for  we  were  allowed  to  enter 
the  capital  without  a  fmgle  queflion  being  afked  us. 
In  Rue  d'^Enfer  I  thanked  my  fellow  travisllerg  a 
thoufand  times,  and  alighted  under  the  walls  of  the 

Chartreux, 
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ChartrcuKj  in  a  place  but  little  frequented.  '  Brave 
'  man,'  faid  I  to  the  poftillion,  '  3'ou  have  run 
'  great  rifks,  but  God  is  my  witnefs  t-hat  you  have 

*  done  a  goc  d  adion.     I  willi  it  were  in  my  power 

*  to  rccompenfe  you  according  to  my  wifhes  I  '— 
On  faying  this  I  prefented  him  with  my  lafl  ajjignat 
of  100  franks,  and  added  a  gold  watch  of  fix  time* 
the  value.  He  then  fhook  me  heartily  by  the  hand, 
and  declared  that  he  would  have  been  contented  if 
he  had  never  received  a  fmgle  fol-,  he  even  wifhed 
to  embrace  me  at  parting,  but  I  fignifled  to  him 
how  imprudent  it  would  be,  and  he  accordingly 
defifted. 

"  At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fixth 
of  December,  I  got  into  a  hackney  coach  and  went 
in  fearch  of  my  Lodoiflca.  *  If  I  do  not  fmd  her,' 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  '  I  (hall  at  leaft  procure  an  afylum 

*  with  friends  who  are  attached  to  me,  and  whom 

*  I  have  known  for  twenty  years.     They  doubtlcfs 

*  imagine  that  I  have  perifhed,  and  they  will  weep 

*  with  pleafure  on  feeing  me  return  fafe  and  found. 

*  Why  then  does  not  my  heart  palpitate  with  joy  ? 

*  and    what   is   this   melancholy  prefentiment   that 

*  now  overwhelms  me  V 

"  Such  were  my  ideas  when  difcharging  the  coach 
I  knocked  at  a  certain  door,  and  aficed  if  Citizen 
Bremont  (for  fo  I  fhall  call  him)  lived  there  ?  A 
fon  of  one  of  the  deputies,  who  had  brought  the  boy 
along  with  him  frequently  to  the  afrembly,  appeared, 
and  anfwered  me  in  the  negative,  at  the  fame  time 
pointing   to    the  place  to  which  he  ha()  removed. 
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and  obferving  that  his  father,  whofe  foot  I  heard, 
as  he  came  forward,  could  infoni  me  more  on  this 
ifubjedt.  I  did  not  wait  for  his  arrival,  but  in- 
ftantly  precipitating  myfelf  down  llairs,  Was  in  the 
ilreet  in  a  moment.  By  the  afififtance  of  a  female 
fervant,  I  at  length  found  the  houfe,  and  the  firft 
voice  that  I  heard  was  that  of  my  Lodoifka.  I  en- 
ter— I  rufli  into  her  arms;  ihe  utters  a  (hriek, 
throws  herfelf  at  my  feet,  which  llie  embraces  ; 
then  rifes,  preiTes  me  to  her  heart,  and  burfts  into 
tears.  I  no  longer  know  what  dread  is,  amidft  this 
delirium  of  joy.  O  God  !  thou  haft  compenfated 
me  for  all  my  fufterings !  thou  had  rewarded  me  for 
all  my  labours  ! 

"  The  miftrefs  of  the  mranfion,  the  nephews,  the 
niece,  make  their  appearance ;  they  all  weep  with, 
and  embrace  us. 

"  At  length  I  am  permitted  to  take  fome  repofe  j 
but  as  It  was  neceflary  that  freili  linen  fhould  be  pro- 
cured, my  wife  leaves  the  apartment,  and  returns 
foon  after  with  a  melancholy  afpecl,obferving,  that  all 
the  young  peopk  hi^d  fled  from  the  houfe,  particularly 
the  girl,  whom  we  had  always  treated  like  our  own 
daughter,  and  to  whom,  in  better  days,  we  intended 
to  have  left  our  little  all.  At  half  an  hour  after  ten 
o^clock,  I  was  awoke  from  a  profound  fleep  by  my 
wife,  who  faid,  '  My  dear  friend,  mufter  up  all  your 
'  refolutiou;  for  you  never  had  fo  much  occafion  for 

*  it  as  at  this  pref?nt  moment,  as  1  am  now  to  an- 

*  nounce  to  you  the  moft  cruel,'  and  perhaps  the 
^  m^oft  unexpected,  of  all  your  misfortunes.     Bre- 

'  mori-Cj 
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'  mont,  who  has  juft   returned,  gives  you  half  an 

*  hour  to  leave  this  apartment  j  for  thefe  are  his  own 
'  exprefs  Words.    It  is  the  companion  of  your  father, 

*  it  is  he  who  faw  you  born,  it  is  our  ancient  friend,. 

*  who  refufes  to  entertain — who  dreads  to  fee  you, 
«  and  who  will  fend,  us  both  to  the  Place  de  la  Re^ 

*  volution  ^f  * 

"  I  at  firfl  thought  that  this  coulJ  be  nothing  elfe 
than  a  dream;  however,  my  furprife  was  inflantly 
fucceeded  by  indignation;  but  my  Lodoifka,  in  footh- 
ing  accents,  afluaged  my  fury,  by  offering  to  die  along 
with  me.  At  length  I  told  her,  in  a  calm  but  re- 
foiute  tone  of  voice,  that  as  afrer  the  retreat  was 
heat  en  j  it  was  impoiTible  to  walk  the  flreets  in  fafety 
iwLthout  a  dvick  card,.  I  was  determined  not  to  flir 
that  night.  As  to  Mr.  Bremont,  if  he  was  afraid, 
he  might  fleep  from  home,  for  he  could  find  no  dif- 
£culty  in  procuring  a  bed  from  fome  friend,  l^.ere 
was  indeed  another  way  of  getting  rid  of  me,- — in- 
jdead  of  fending  me  out  to  meet  with  my  alTaiTms,  he 
might  bring  them  to  me. 

"  On  hearing  this  repeated  from  the  mouth  of  my 
wife,  he  inftantly  turned  pale,  fallied  forth,  and  did 
not  return  for  two  days. — <'■  O  Gaudet!'  exclaimed 
I,  '  my  poor  Gaudet  !  you  complained  of  your 
frici.dsi  I  wifh  you  had  but  feen  mine  !  ' 

"  Next  day,  before  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  fame  gallant  young  man,  who  had  already  con- 
cealed me  fome  time  before  my  departure  for  Caen, 


•  \N''hcrc  P.obefpifrre'a  vifrims  were  butchered. 
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took  me  once  more  under  his  protcftion ;  but  he 
could  only  keep  me  three  days,  on  account  of  ^ 
Tvlaratifl  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  apartment.  One 
of  my  Vife's  friends  then  received  me;  but  flie  took 
fright  the  fecond  day.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  my 
wife  herf  If,  who  had  hired  an  apartment  under  her 
maiden  name,  came  to  take  me  away,  although  our 
new  lodgings  were  not  as  yet  ready. 

"  The  delicate  hands  of  my-'Lodoifka,  as  it  may 
be  eafily  fuppofed,  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  lath, 
nails,  or  plafter;  in  five  days,  however,  fhe  alone, 
without  any  affiftance  (for,  being  fhort-fighted,  I 
could  be  of  no  fervice  to  her)  finiihed  a  concealment^ 
{o  well  planned,  and  fo  artfully  put  together,  that  it 
might  have  palTed  for  the  mafter -piece  of  an  experienc- 
ed workman.  In  fhort,  without  previous  -information, 
it   was   impolTible  to  difcover  that  any  body   Was 
there  !     Into  this  place  I  dafbed  in  an  inftant,  v/hen 
any  one  knocked  at  our  cuter  door.     The  '  Geor- 
.gicks  of  Virgil,'  the  "•  Gardens  of  Deliilc,'  the  'Idylls 
jof  Gdnei'^' — paper,  pens,  and  fome  provifions,  wefe 
all  provided  for  me,  and  an  inftrument,  fom.ewhat 
like    the  valve  of  a  pump,   fupplied  me  with   air, 
■whenever  1  had  occafion  foHt.    How  m^Luy  out  la  zusy 
■on  condition  of  being  permitted  to  remain  in  this 
place,  would  have  undertaken  never  to  have  left  it  I 
'^  This,  however,  could' be  no  fecurity,  in  cafe  of 
an  information^  for    Amar,  or  Hcbert,  would  foon 
have  killed  me-,  by  fetting  fire  to  a  bundle  of  v/et 
llraw, 

4  «  Luckily 
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"  Luckily  there  was  ftill  In  exiftence  a  msu,  who 
during  my  profpcrity,  literary  and  political,  had 
never  afFc61ed  to  be  my  friend j  but  who  Interefted 
hlmfelf  In  my  behalf,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  me  to 
be  in  diflrefs.  Ten  years  before,  I  had  done  him  a 
little  favour,  he  now  repaid  it  by  a  great  one.  My 
wife  had  Imagined  that  fince  It  was'become  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  ImpofTible,  for  us  to  realife  our  pro- 
ject of  repairing  tQ  America,  that  the  only  place  In 
France,  where  I  could  remain  in  fafety,  was  the  de- 
f>artment  of  Jura.  F****  entered  with  eagernefs 
into  the  fcheme,  and  never  gave  hlmfelf  a  fingle 
inomenl's  reil  until  he  had  accomplifhed  It.  In  lefs 
than  a  fortnight,  every  diiEculty  vanlfhed  before  his 
invincible  activity.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  Feb, 
1794,'^  exa£lly  two  months  after  my  return  to  Paris, 
all  things  neceflary  for  the  expedition,  fuch  as  a  pafs- 
port,  carriage,  &c.  were  ready.  We  parted  next 
day  at  dawn ;  I  fay,  zve  parted^  for  he  accompanied 
jne  to  the  mountains,  being  determined  either  to 
Cibblifh  me  m  fafety,  or  perifli  along  with  me. 

**■  At  th^  end  of  the  Rue  Charentcn,  I  left  my 
Lodoifka  in  a  hackney-coach,  forihe  was  determined 
to  accompany  me  fo  far,  and  It  was  prudent  to  pro- 
ceed a  little  way  on  foot,  in  order  that  the  examina- 
tion at  the  barrier  might  be  lefs  ftri(5l. 

*'  In  ihe  village  of  Char e^i ton,  I  met  ray  "brave 
friend,  who  waited  for  me  there,  and  we  entered 
Filleneuve  St.  George  together.  A  commifTary  of 
the  executive  power  was  in  waiting  there,  in  order 
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to  examine  all  the  pafiengers  who  travelled  either  in 
their  own,  or  in  ftage-coaches ;  he  was  a  Jacobin, 
and  might  have  recognifed  me,  but,  luckily  for  us, 
he  did  not  dilhonour  himfelf  (o  much  as  to  examine 
foot-palTengers.  We  were  only  condu£^ed  to  the 
officer  of  the  guard,  who  made  no  difficulty  in  per- 
mitting two  foldiers  to  pafs — two  foldiers\  for  F*** 
was  drefle-i  in  uniform.  As  for  me,  along  with  a 
large  pair  of  pantaloons  of  black  wool,  I  wore-a  fhort 
veft,  of  the  fame  manufadlure;  an  und^r-waiflcoat, 
of  the  national  colours;  Ti  jacobin  fcratch^  of  black 
hair,  made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  :  in  fhort,  I  was 
provided  with  the  red  bonnet^  a  pair  of  monftrous 
muftachios,  which  I  had  permitted  to  grow  during 
my  feclufion,  and  an  enormous  fabre.  li  in  this 
drefs  I  refembled  any  thing,  it  furely  was  not  a 
Mufcadin,  All  this,  at  that  period,  conftituted  the 
habiliments  of  the  greateft  patriots,  and  formed  what 
was  called  a  complete  Carmagnol, 

"  During  the  firft  ten  leagues,  we  travelled  on  foot ; 
we  then  entered  the  ftage,  and  were  foon  after  car- 
ried before  the  municipal  officers.  A  member  of  the 
committee  of  publick  infpedion  examined  the  pafs- 
ports,  and  detained  mine,  until  all  the  other  pafTengers 
had  departed.  He  then  (hook  my  hand  in  a  ftgnifi* 
cant  manner,  and  wiftied  that  I  might  perform  my 
journey  in  Jafety, 

"  After  a  variety  of  adventures,  wc  at  length  began 
to  fcale  Jura^  and  learned  that  the  road  in  man/ 
places  above,  was  covered  with  three  feet  of  fnow.— . 

a  W2 
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We  proceeded,  neverthclefs,  and  foon  arrived  at  the 
phce  dellinod  /or   my  retreat. 

''  If  he  had  deigned  to  caft  an  eye  fcr  a  fiuglc 
moment  on  me,  the  Divinity  Himself  would  have 
enjoyed  his  own  works.  It  was  not  perhaps  a  fpedlacle 
different  to  his  juflice — that  of  a  free  man,  and  one 
fond  of  every  thing  virtuous,  at  length  fnatched  from 
the  fwords  of  dictators  and  robbers  ! 

"  From  the  impenetrable  afylum  of  the  profound 
pavern,  where  I  could  behold,  and  touch  as  it  were 
the  ancient  Helvetia:  at  the  iirft  noife — at  the  leaft 
alarm  I  could  precipitate  myfelf  upon  a  neutral  ter- 
ritory, and  no  fooner  had  the  enemy  difappeared, 
than  I  might  refume  my  retreat,  and  re-enter  the 
bofom  of  my  country. 

"  All  was  folitude  around,  but  love  and  hope  were 
flill  left  me.  For  the  firfl  fix  weeks  I  heard  but 
once  from  my  wife;  five  more  palled  away  in 
mifery  little  fhort  of  defpair,  when  on  the  2ift  of 
May — a  day  I  fhall  ever  remember — a  man>  wBo 
v/as  like  myfelf  a  vi6lim  of  tyranny,  a  friend  whom 
I  had  got  acquainted  v^ith  amidft  thefe  woods  and 
faftnefles,  carried  me  along  with  hinn,  under  I  know 
not  what  pretext,  to  a  rifmg  ground  at  fome  confi- 
de rable  diftance. 

'  You  permit  your  chagrin  to  get  the  better  of 
*  you,'  fays  he,  '  and  yet  your  misfortunes  are  far 
*.ffQm  being  certain.  I  could  lay  any  wager,  that 
'  you  will  fee  your  wife  in  a  very  fliort  time  !* 

"  Never,  Citizen;  never. 

«  Oil 
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*^  On  this  he  flopped,  and  fixing  his  eye  on  fome 
diftant  objed^,  proceeded  thus: — '  I  behold  an  open 
«  chaife,  in  which   are  feated  a  female,  and  a   pe»- 

*  fon    who  condu<^s  her:  it  is  perhaps   your   Lo- 

*  doifka/ — ^In  the  mean  time  the  carriage  approaches, 
the  whip  of  the  driver  cracks,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
a  voice — Great  God!  that  of  one  of  thofe  celcflial 
ipirits  depifted  by  Milton,  would  not  have  left  a  more 
ravifhing  impreflion  on  my  car — cries  cur,  Stop  ! — 
i  inflantly  ftart  forward ;  it  is  Lodoifka,  who 
fprlngs  out — who  jumps  into  my  arms.  \Vhat  a 
delightful  burden ! 

"  Alas!  however,  file  remains  with  me  but  three 
days;  at  the  end  of  that  period,  fhe  returns  once 
more,  and  brings  me  moft  extraordinary  intelligence. 
It  is  then  certain  that  there  exifls  a  remunerating 
Providence  !  Chaum.ette,  La  Croix,  Marat,  all  their 
vile  accomplices,  all  m.y  cruel  perfecutors,  are  no 
morel  But  what  do  I  fay?  the  moft  cruel  of  them 
ftill  breathes  i — he  reigns — he  tyrannifes. 

*'  O  God,  if  it  be  thy  will,  ahove  all  things  fave  my  coua^-ry  i" 
*'   0  rieu,  si  tu  "jovkh,  at  ant  tout  fawner  tkoh  pays  /" 

[The  ahove  fnljhed  in  the  caverns^  on  the  22/ 
of  July-i  17945  ^  pyj  days  before  the  fall  of  Robe» 
fpierre.} 

After  being  thus  profcribed,  a  fugitive,  in  diftrefs 

for  bread,  deftitute  of  money,  and  often  devoid  cf 

friends  and  confolation  ;  concealed  fometimes  in  the 

0^2  j2;rott<;e>; 
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grottoes  of  the  Gironde,  and  lometimes  in  the  i:.;- 
vcrns  of  *  Jura;  Lou  vet  had  the  good  fortune  to 
iurvive  Robefpierre,  and  ibon  after  the  Thermidorean 
Revolution  he  re-appeared  once  more  in  Paris. 

Here  follows  a  tranflation  of  his  celebrated  letter 
to  the  Convention : 

"  20th  Frimaire^  yl  Tear  of  the  Republtck^ 
one  and  Indivijible, 
"  RcprefentativeF, 

"  At  the  voice  of  the  liberators  of  the  9th  Ther- 
mldor,  the  republicans  arife  from  their  tombs;  1  alfo 
demand  that  you  Ihould  reftore  me  to  the  ufe  oi  fire 
and  water  f.  AimioViim  ok  .  ■ 

"  Hebert  mudered  all  his  blood-hounds ]?  I*ache 
denounced  me;  Henriot  armed  himfelf  againft  you, 
in  order  to  feize  on  me  ;  Couthon  decreed  my  ar- 
reft;  St.  Juft  enumerated  my  crimes;  Amar  drew 
up  my  a<5l  of  profcription  ;  Barrere  outlawed  me. 

"  The  firil:  who  pointed  out  to  you  the  defpot ; 
the  crimes  which  he  had  committed — the  ftill  greater 
which  he  intended  to  commit,  was  myfelf.  Will 
you  refufe  me  the  liberty  of  repelling  the  calumny  of 
the  tyrant  in  your  prefence  ?     Will -you  bereave  me 

*  It  was  in  the  grottoes  of  St.  Emiliion,  in  tlie  beginning  of  No- 
vember, 1793,  that  Louvet  wrote  the  firft  part  of  his  work,  en- 
titled '<  Qiiclques  Notices  pour  L'HiAoire,  et  le  recit  tie  mes 
perils  dcpuis  k  31  Mai."  He  finifhsd  the  latter  part  of  it,  in 
company  with  his  wife,  in  the  retreat  which  he  had  obtained  amidlt 
the  mountains  of  Jura. 

+  This  alludes  to  the  Interdiction  of  thefe  elements  to  the  fro- 
Jiribed,  during  the  tyranny  of  the  triumvirs  and  the  empcrours. 

of 
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of  thofe  forms  which  were  even  allowed  to  Carrier 
himfelf!  No,  no;  you  are  juft,  for  you  are; free. 

"  Amar  and  Barrere  are  Itill  among  you ;  oBlIgc 
them,  for  the  firft  time,  to  look  their  viftim  in  the 
face;  conftrain  them  at  length  to  accufc  me,  when 
I  myfelf  am  prefent ;  not  before  the  troop  of  afTaxTins 
which  they  called  a  tribunal^  but  before  judges,  ac- 
knowledged for  their  integrity,  impartial  and  unob- 
je6iionable:  let  a  decree  enforce  this  folemn  confron- 
tation between  them  and  me,  and  I  fhall  haften  to 
obey  if. 

"  I  mention  not  the  thoufand  perils,  the  innume- 
rable misfortunes  which  I  have  furvived,  as  fo  many 
others  have  endured  ftill  greater  than  myfelf.  As 
for  me,  fometimes  at  the  bottom  of  fubterraneous 
abodes,  and  fometimes  on  the  ridges  of  mountains^ 
wandering,  abandoned,  profcribed,  but  alone,  and 
free, -I  was  at  leaft  enabled  to  proted  aloud  againft 
tyranny. 

"  Thofe  worthy  miffionaries  of  the  people  rnuil: 
have  doubtlefs  fufFercd  ftill  more,  as  fome  of  them, 
from  their  love  of  liberty,  have  been  loa<Ied  v/ith 
fetters,  while  others,  remaining  in  prefcnce  of  the 
oppreilbr,  and  under  his  very  arm,  which  always 
alTum.ed  a  menacing  afpedt,  patiently  prepared,  and 
generouAy  expected  the  moment  to  arife,  and  preci- 
pitate him. 

"  It  is  not  becaufe  you  are  about  to  terminate  my 
diftrefies,  that  I  nov/  thank  you;  but  I  thank- you 
in  common  with  all  France,  thac  vou  have  faved  our 
country.     Happy  are  thev,  v/ho,  oppreiTed  en   her 

0^3  account, 
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account,  may  now  refuine  the  hope  of  ferving  her 
once  more  along  with  you." 

The  legiflature,  confcious  of  the  iiijuftice  that  had 
been  done  him,  under  the  late  tyranny,  admitted  the 
ex-member  into  its  bofom ;  but  as  his  fortune  had 
.bee-ii  entirely  ruined  by  the  difafters  of  the  31ft  of 
May,  the  rcprefentative  of  the  people  did  not  deem 
it  difhonourable  to  earn  his  bread  by  his  induftry. 
He  accordingly  opened  a  bookfeller's  (hop,  where 
he  not  only  fold  his  own  v/orks,  but  took  in  fub- 
fcrlptions  for  the  journals,  Sec,  until  his  deaths 
which  occurred  fuddenly,  in  the  fummer  of  1797. 

Louvet  was  exactly  five  feet  fix  inches  in  height,  of 
a  fallow  complexion,  and  rather  harfh  features. — Being 
zmiops^  he  was  obliged  to  wear  fpecLacles.  But  if  his 
perfon  was  forbidding,  his  wit  was  keen,  his  pen  at 
once  mafculine  and  fatirical ;  his  eloquence  bold  and 
infmuating  ;  daring,  and  at  the  fame  time  correct, 

FERMONT, 

,  Was  a  republican  of  fome  talents,  and  confiderable 
energy.  He  was  generally  confidered,  as  attached 
to  the  party  of  the  mountain^  and  filled  an  important 
itation  at  one  very  remarkable  period  of  the  revolu- 
tion, having  appeared  in  the  fame  character  in  the 
French,  that  lord  prefident  Bradfhaw  did  in.  the 
Englifh  commonwealth:  for  on  the  26th  December 
1792,  he  prefided  in  the  National  Convention,  when 
Louis  XVI.  appeared  as  a  culprit  at  its  bar. 

It  was  a  dreadful  epoch.     The  patriots  had  le- 
velled the  courtiers  with  the  duft,  and  they  now 
^  begaji 
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began  to  contend  with  each  other.  The  prefident 
muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  placed  in  a  delicate 
fniiation  ;  for  it  Is  no  eafy  talk  to  regulate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  numerous  body,  agitated  by  contend- 
ing pafTions,  inflamed  to  madnefs,  and  a£luated  by  all 
the  rancour  of  political  animofity. 

In  civil  contentions,  It  is  no  fmall  merit  to  have 
efcapcd  cenfure  ;  this  was  exactly  the  cafe  with  Fer- 
mont,  who,  like  many  of  his  coadjutors,  has  now  funk 
into  oblivion, 

JAR  DON. 

It  has  been  long  obferved,  that  a  man's  countenance 
is  the  frontifpiece  to  his  heart,  and  yet  that  of  this 
officer  announces  nothing  uncommon,  for  it  is  broad, 
flat,  and  vulgfir. 

A  more  extraordinary  or  a  bolder  warrior,  how- 
ever,    has  not  occurred    in    modern   times,    for    if 
we  are   to  believe  his  friends,  he  would  charge  an 
army  of  20,cco  men,  at  the  head  of  two  companies 
of  grenadiers. 

His  aides  de  camp^  his  ordonnanceSy  his  flafF 
officers  have  been  frequently  killed  by  his  fide.  He 
never  comes  out  of  an  engagement  without  having 
his  clothes  pierced  with  bullets  ;  he  has  had  feveral 
borfes  {hot  under  him,  and  yet  he  himfelf  never 
received,  during  the  whole  war,  fo  much  r.s  Tiftratch, 
Thefe  hair-breadth  efcapes  have  rendered  him  daunt- 
lefs,  and  he  gives  out,  that  neither  mulket  nor  can- 
non ball  have  any  efFeci:  on  his  perfon,  which  can  be 
deftroyed  by  a  rnine  alone  !  'i'-*   ^jiiii-  • 

R  2  Wonder- 
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Wonderful  inftances  of  his  perfonal  bravery  are 
mentioned  in  the  French  army ;  and  among  other 
things  it  is  pretended,  that  he  routed  900  Auf- 
trians,  with  only  feventy-flve  men.  This  is. uncom- 
mon, but  not  altogether. incredible,  a:s  a  panicle  might 
have  feized  the  enemy,  or  his  feeble  corps  might 
have  been  miftaken,  for  the  vanguard  of  a  column. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  perhaps  be  con- 
cluded, that  he  has  been  more  celebrated  on  account 
of  his  heart  than  his  head.  It  is  exadlly  fo,  for 
Jardon  is  a  good  foldier,  but  an  indifFerent  general, 

GENERAL    MACDONALD. 

While  many  of  the  Britifh  officers  left  the  fervice 
of  France,  when  a  war  was  apprehended  with  their 
j^«>ative  country,  this  and  fome  others   deemed  thein* 
oielves  ftiil  authorifed  to  fight  for  the  republick. 

General  Macdonald  is  a  native  of  the  ifles  of  Scot- 
land, and  allied  to  the  chief  of  the  clan  of  the  fame 
nr.me.  He  was  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  Holland, 
but  has  been  a  confiderable  time  in  France,  and 
he  is  flill  young,  being  not  more  than  thirty-fix 
years  of  age. 

He  made  a  campaign  with  the  army  of  the  north, 
as  general  of  brigade,  and  was  confidered  as  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  but  he  was  difcharged  by  St.  Juft,  on 
account  of  his  name  and  birth,  both  of  which  fa- 
voured of  ariftocracy. 

Souham  fpoke  in  his  favour  to  the  pro-conful,  bat 
he  replied :  "  //  tie  nous  faut^  que  des  republicains 

hien 
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bien  prononces  &  Macdonald  rCa^  ni  la  figure^  ni  le 
nom  d'nn  republican*^* 

Sufpicion  was  carried  to  a  dreadful  length  at  this 
period,  for  the  tribunal  of  Arras  about  the  fame 
time,  is  reported  to  have  entered  the  following  brief, 
but  horrible  fentence,  on  record ;  "  N  *  *  *  *  foup- 
fonne  d'etre  fiifpeSf^  a  ete  condajnne  a  inort,**  It 
muft  be  allowed,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  jacobin  energy,  which  perhaps  faved  France,  has 
been  accufed  of  a  thoufand  crimes,  in  addition  to  thofe 
notorioufly  committed  by  it. 

M.  Macdonald,  has  had  the  good  fortune  to 
furvive  not  only  the  denunciations  againll  him,  but 
alfo  his  denouncers^  and  is  at  this  moment  a  general 
of  divifion  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine.. 

GENERAL   TURREAU, 

Louis-Marie  Turreau,  ferved  originally  in  the 
ranks,  and  paffed  through  alraoft  every  gradation 
from  that  of  a  private  foldier,  to  that  of  commander 
in  chief,  ^\\Qex-nobU$  at  firft,  were  alone  entrufc- 
ed  with  the  baton^  as  they  only  were  acquainted  with 
the  higher  branches  of  the  military  fcience.  Their 
conduct,  however,  did  not  altogether  juftify  expecSla- 
tion,  and  the  cry  foon  refounded  throughout  France, 
^'  let  us  emply  fans-culottes  generals,  for  they  have 
an  intereft  in  the  profperity  and  advancement  of  the 
republick." 

The  committees  of  government  at  lafl  ILftened  to 
the  propofition,  and  a  multitude  of  Plebeian  comman- 
ders ftartcd  up  as  if  by  enchantment,  many  of  whom 
R  3  have 
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have  performed  eminent  fervices  in  favour  of  their 
country,  while  others,  by  their  ignorance  and  pre- 
fumption,  have  only  proved  inftrumental  to  its  misfor- 
tunes. 

Turreau  being  fele^led  as  the  officer  moft  likely  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Vendean  war,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  he  had  already  diftinguifhed  himfel^,  in  a 
fubordinate  fituation,  repaired  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to 
confult  with  the  higher  powers.  By  them,  it  was 
determined,  to  pierce  the  infurgent  diftri6ts  in  diffe- 
rent dire^lions,  and  carrying  fire,  havock,  and  devaf- 
tation,  every  where  along  with  them,  to  unite  in  a 
central  point,  in  order  to  render  all  refif^ance  ineffec- 
tual. This  was  nearly  the  plan  conceived  by  the 
Englifh  government,  with  a  view  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  defeated  exavlly  in  the  fame  manner; 
for  in  both  cafes,  one  of  the  principal  columns  being 
difcomfited  by  the  "  rebels,"  the  whole  proje^  was> 
difconcerted  and  abandoned.  ^nohiv 

The  new  general,  indeed,  experienced  fome  tem- 
porary and  partial  fuccefles,  but  his  troops  had  been 
already  debauched  by  plunder,  and  to  them,  every 
village  proved  a  Capua  I  It  was  otherwife,  according 
to  his  own  account,  with  the  enemy  whom  he  had 
now  to  oppofe, 

>'  We  ought,"  faid  he  "  to  attribute  in  part,  the 
aflonifhing  fuccefs  of  the  Vendeans,  to  their  fub- 
mifTion,  and  their  entire  confidence  in  their  generals 
and  priefts.  The  latter,  then  confined  to  a  lecondary 
rAuk,  were  ufeful  co-operators  in  the  common  caufe. 
They  aflifted  the  chiefs  moll  powerfully  by  all  the 

manoeuvres  • 
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manoeuvres  familiar  to  the  apoflles  of  fanaticifm. 
They  reprefented  them  every  where  as  the  faviours 
of  religion  and  royalty  ;  as  men  appointed  by  God 
himfelf,  to  guide  his  people,  and  protect  his  wor- 
fhip. 

"  Thefe  priefts  had  of  courfe  the  gift  of  prophecy. 
They  employed  alfo  the  refources  of  magick,  to 
influence  by  means  of  impoflures,  minds  heated, 
and  already  too  much  difpofed  to  enthufiafmjand  every 
thing  that  favoured  of  the  wonderful,  from  their  igno- 
rance and  fuperftition. 

"  Miracles  were  foon  fpoken  of  in  La  Vendee  ; 
here  the  Virgin  had  appeared  in  perfon  to  confecrate 
an  altar  provifionally  erevSted  in  the  woods ; — there 
the  fon  of  God  himfelf  had  defcended  from  Hea- 
ven to  afiift  at  a  benediction  of  the  colours  ;  in 
another  place  angels  had  been  fecn,  adorned  with 
their  wings  and  rays,  announcing  and  promifing 
vidory  to  the  defenders  of  the  altar  and  the  throne. 

"  Thefe  fupernatural  occurrences  always  happen- 
ed at  night,  and  often  on  the  eve  of  an  expedition. 
They  formed  the  chief  fubje6l  of  the  fermons  of  the 
day,  In  which  the  preachers,  the  milTionaries  of  the 
party,  warranted  to  the  victims  of  the  battle,  a 
glorious  refurreclion  in  this  life*,  as  well  as  the 
other.  To  this  was  added  the  celebration  of  mafs, 
and  the  Vendeans  intoxicated  with  all  the  poifons 

*  ''  It  Is  wfll  known  that  the  Fendeam  believed  for  a  long  time, 
that  they  would  revive  in  three  days  after  their  death.  Wives  and 
mothers  ufcd  to  preferve  the  bodies  of  their  children  and  their 
huibands,  for  this  purpofe  '." 

of 
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of  fanaticifm,  quitted  their  churches  only  to  rufh 
upon  the  enemy,  and  faced  the  greateft  dangers  with 
audacity,  fure  either  to  conquer,  or  to  receive  in 
death,  the  palm  of  martyrdom." 

"  Another  caufe,"  adds  he,  "  contributed  to  give 
the  chiefs  of  La  Fendk  that  defpotick  influence, 
which  was  fo  neceflary  to  enable  them  to  govern 
a  party  compofed  of  many  heterogenous  elements. 
In  this  crovi^d  of  counter-revolutionrfls,  which  a  re- 
volt had  rallied  in  Poitou,  there  were  found  men  of 
founding  titles,  and  individuals  of  high  name.  Thofe 
who  had  dire6i:ed  the  firft  movements  of  the  rebels, 
and  who  for  the  moll  part,  were  but  fimple  country 
gentlemen,  knew  how  to  avail  themfelves  of  circum- 
ftances,  fo  as  to  maintain  their  pofition  at  the  head 
of  the  party ;  and  they  were  much  fought  after 
and  carefled  by  the  high  nobility,  of  whom  they 
were  only  the  foundatories  —  the  vafTals  in  the 
order  of  the  feudal  hierarchy,  and  who  in  other 
times,  moft  likely  would  have  difdained  their  fuccour 
and  aiTiftance.  Thus  we  faw  the  Talmonts,  the 
d'Autichamps,  the  Lefcures,  he,  clofely  connedled 
with  obfcure  beings,  fuch  as  Pyron,  Joly,  Stofflet, 
Charette,  &c.  and  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter, 
deemed  themfelves  happy  to  be  the  lieutenants  of 
the  Beauchamps  and  the  d'Elbees. 

"  We  ought  alfo  to  place  in  the  number  of  the 
caufes  of  the  aftonifliing  profperity  of  the  rebels, 
that  fpccies  of  madnefs,  of  ebriety,  which  they 
derived  from  unexpected  fuccefTes.  Thefe  would  of 
courfe  ferve  to  augment  their  confidence  in  the  ge- 
1 .  nerals, 
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nerals,  whofe  efforts  and  talents  were  daily  crowned 
with  victory. 

"  Add  tQ  this,  the  critical  fituation  of  the  Re- 
publick,  whofe  misfortunes  their  chiefs  took  great 
care  to  exaggerate;  the  rapid  and  vidorious  march 
of  the  Auftrian  and  Pruilian  armies  on  our  frontiers ; 
the  little  confiflency  of  our  military  forces  in  the 
Weft;  the  hope  to  bring  over  to  the  royalift  party 
the  firft  generals  employed  by  the  Republick  in  La 
Vendee^  or,  at  leaf!:,  to  lull  them  into  inactivity  ;  the 
frequent  defertions  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  even  of 
confi-derable  parts  of  different  corps  fent  to  the  banks 
cf  the  Loire;  the  publick  mind  corrupted  in  all  the 
neighbouring  departments  in  confequence  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  and  manceuvres  of  the  agents,  and  the 
fecret  accomplices  of  the  revolted  citizens ;  about 
200,000  foldiers,  half  of  whom  were  armed  with 
firelocks^  and  already  inured  to  warfare  by  frequent 
battles,  or  rather  by  twenty  brilliant  victories^  fo 
connected  by  local  lituation,  and  by  the  difpofition 
of  their  poits,  that  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  exprefs 
myfdf,  they  feemed  to  form  but  one  fquare  battalion 
placed  on  a  central  point,  the  diagonals  of  which 
they  traverfed  alternately  in  maiTes  of  30,000,  4O3OOO 
and  50,000  men/* 

Such  was  the  eriem.y  the  republicans  had  to  con- 
tend with,  and  fuch  the  obftacles  to  the  conclufion 
of  the  Fendcan  war.  This  war  had  now  become 
one  of  the  chief  misfortunes  of  the  ftate,  and  a  fource 
of  infinite  calamity.  The  Convention,  aroufed  at 
its   difafters,   pafTed  a  decree  for  putting  an  end  to 

it 
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it  within  the  period  of  lefs  than  a  month;  anJ  Bar- 
rere,  confiding  in  the  certainty  of  fuccefs,  had  al- 
ready declared  from  the  tribune,  "  that  La  Vendee 
was  no  more  !  " 

The  leaft  check  in  the  career  of  vi(5lory,  after 
this,  was  intolerable,  and  accordingly  the  indignation 
of  the  committees  fell  on  poor  Turreau,  who  perhaps 
wifhed  himfelf  once  more  in  the  ranks,  when  he  wias" 
put  under  arreft,  and  transferred  from  the  marciuee 
of  a  general,  to  a  prifon  in  Paris. 

He,  however,  was  foon  after  permitted  to  remain 
in  cuftody  at  his  own  apartments,  and  as  the  want 
of  taleiUs,  equal  to  fo  mighty  a  contefl:,  could  alone 
be  imputed  to  him  (for  he  pofTefied  both  zeal  and 
courage)  he  v/as  at  length  fet  at  liberty. 

The  high  rank  attained  by  Turreau,  to  the  duties 
of  which  he  was  v/holly  incompetent,' will  of  ccurTe 
prevent  him  fi'om  ferving  his  country  in  any  inferiour 
fituation.  Had  he  not  been  fo  prematurely  raifed  to 
the  fupreme  military  authority,  he  might  in  time 
have  diftinguifhed  himfelf.  It  appears  evident,  how- 
ever, that  in  refpecl  to  his  qualities  he  is  better  cal- 
culated for  the  leader  of  a  forlorn  hope,  than  the 
commander  of  a  great  army. 

M.    D*ELBEE. 

The  war  of  La  Vendee  has  been  the  moil  obftT- 
nate  and  bloody  of  any  entered  into  by  the  new 
Republick.  Commencing  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Lower  Poitou,  its  origin  was  fuperftition ;  its  abet- 
tors were  the  prielh  and  nobles  ;  it  was  accompanied 

with 
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with  horrours  until  then  unknown;  and  its  duration 
may  be  attributed  to  the  ignorance,  the  mifmanage- 
mentj  and  not  unfrequeiitly  the  injuftice  and  feverity 
of  the  generals  employed  to  finiih  it. 

Alarmed,  inftead  of  being  animated,  at  the  cry  of 
liberty,  the  very  name  of  which  they  were  taught  to 
dread  as  a  peftilcnce^  the  pcafantry  of  the  weftern 
departments  ilew  to  arms,  in  behalf  of  the  clergy^ 
who  kept  their  minds  in  thraldom,  and  ot  clieir  feig^ 
ncurs^  in  whofe  eyes,  they  were  not  coiifidered  as 
men  but  vaiTals,  or,  in  other  words,  ilaves.  Such  is 
the  empire  of  prejudice,— fuch  are  the  triumphs  of 
fiiperlliition  !   ^ 

The  diftricis  of  jPloermel  and  Poitie:  prcrjced 
*^  the  rebels  of  Morbihan,"  who  afiembled  in  the 
woods,  and  faw  their  fields  laid  wafte,  and  themfelvcs 
e:^pored.to.laniine,  mifery,  and  death,  in  order  to  hear 

'  la;  #;   iii  ill  "*"    t-5*^ 

orars  !  ,  .  .    _ 

Laval  et,La  Gravelle,  theforefts  of  LePertre  and 
.La  Guerche  formed  the  cradle  of  the  Chouans^  fo 
called  from  three  brothers,  originally  fmugglers,  and 
who  naturally  adapted  ail  the  ftratageais  ufually  dif- 
played  in  a  contraband  trade,  to  a  predatory  warfare. 
Thefe  were  fucceiTively  upder  the  dire<ftion  of  the 
Prince  de  Taimont,  the  Count  de  Boulainvilliers, 
andM.  or  rather  the  Cbiivalier  de  Puifaye,  formerly 
adjutant-geneial  under  Felix  Wimpfen,  and  fmce 
com.mander  in  chief  during  the  unfortunate  and  dif- 
graceful  expedition  to  Qiiiberon. 

But  the  moft  formidable  of  the  infurgents  were 
produced  in  the  lalt  marfhes  of  Poitou,  a  flat  and 

open 
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open  country  bcundcd  by  the  Tea ;  interfe£led  by 
canals;  difEcultof  accefsjeven  in  fummerj  deftitutc  of 
carria2:e  roads  at  any  time  j  and  in  winter,  abfolutcly 
impenetrable  to  a  regular  army.  The  inhabitants 
were  markfmen,  and  with  them,  as  with  the 
American  riflemen,  every  tree,  every  bufh,  every 
enclofure,  ferved  all  the  purpofes  of  a  regular  forti- 
fication. To  the  invader  the  country  appeared  de- 
folate ;  but  as  he  advanced,  the  enemy  feemed  to  rife 
both  out  of  the  water  and  the  land,  and  attacked  his 
troops  with  inconceivable  fiercenefs.  Were  they 
routed  ?  then:  retrograde  movement  was  performed 
with  wonderful  celerity,  and  each  individual,  de- 
pending on  himfclf  alone,  difplayed  a  dexterity 
equally  calculated  to  furpriie  and  aftonifh  his  adver- 
faries,  being  often  like  the  Parthian,  moil  dreadful 
in  retreat. 

A  canal  or  marfh  inflantly  put  a  flop  to  the  re- 
publican foldierj  but  the fe  were  the  means  of  the 
royalift's  triumph,  for,  with  his  mufket  in  a  fling 
behind,  he  would  leap  from  bank  to  bank  of  the  one, 
by  means  of  a  long  pole,  and  crofs  the  other  in  his 
niole^  or  little  punt :  after  this,  woe  to  his  purfuer, 
if  he  appeared  within  gun-fhot !  Such  were  the  men 
led  by  Charette. 

Of  all  the  inhabitants  of  France,  the  PoiSfevln  is 
the  mofl:  ignorant,  and  Poitou  has  accordingly  been 
at  once  the  cradle  and  the  theatre  of  religious  wars, 
and  civil  commotions. 

Le  Bocage  and  Le  Loroux^  the  former  in  Poitou, 
3  and 
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and  the  latter  In  Anjou,  and  partly  in  Britanny,  foi-m 
the  diftri(El  properly  called  La  Vendee  *.  The  coun- 
try Is  fertile;  the  people  pofTefs  all  the  qualities  of 
heroifm,  knowledge  and  humanity  excepted;  and 
they  holfted  the  white  flag  fo  early  as  March  lOth, 
1793,  but  they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  commotion 
frorti  the  very  beginning  of  the  revolution. 

M,  D'Elbee,  although  ele6led  generalijfmio^  had 
only  a  fmgle  vote  in  the  foverelgn  council  at  Cha- 
tlllon,  which  confifted  of  Lefcure,  StoiRet,  Fleuriot, 
and  Bcauchamp,  and  where  Bernard  de  Marigny 
prefided. 

D'Elbee  was  a  native  of  Poltou,  and  by  birth  a 
noble.  His  fortune  being  but  flender,  and  his  inte- 
refl  far  from  confidcrable  at  Verfailles,  he  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Saxony ;  but  not  meeting  with 
that  rapid  preferment  which  could  alone  gratify  an 
ambitious  mind,  he  retired  in  difguft,  and  on  his 
return  to  France  got  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Dauphin 
regiment  of  cavalry.  On  being  refufed  a  company} 
he  once  more  threw  up  his  commillionj  and  withdrew 
to  his  caflle  near  Beaupreau.  There,  inftead  of 
joining  the  partifans  of  liberty,  as  might  have  been 
expelled,  after  the  flight  that  had  been  thrown  upon 
bim,  he  in  fscret  meditated  an  infurredlion  in  favour 
of  that  court  which  had  treated  his  pretenfions  with 
neglecl. 

D'Elbee  was  admirably  fitted,  both  by  nature  and 
education,  for  the  fltuation  to  which  he  was^h^tftined 


*  At  one  time,  this  much-dreaded  fiarae  included  the  graatcr  part 
lix  :nrur:r?r.t  dcjartnients ! 
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by  fortune.  Poflefled  of  a  ready  eloquence^  he  was 
calculated  to  be  the  leader  of  a 'party.  A  confum- 
mate  foldler,  he  prevailed  on  the  Fendeans  to  fight 
in  the  manner  moft  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  the  genius  of  the  people.  He  was  acute, 
fubtle,  and  argumentative,  at  the  council  board  :  in  a 
popular  aflembly,  his  oratory  was  at  once  m^fculine 
and  perfuafive,  and  his  a6lion  and  tone  were  always 
in  flriiSl  urtifon  with  his  fubjecl;  but  when  in  private 
with  the  fanaticks,  he  affected  to  be  infpired,  fore- 
boded events,  and  actually  prognoflicated  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Divinity.  It  was  a  fecond  edition  of 
Oliver  holding  "  holy  converfe  "  with  the  "  Agita- 
tors''  in  his  army. 

In  this  part  of  his  miflion  he  was  faithfully  fc- 
conded  by  the  priefts,  who  performed  miracles  in 
publick,  and  brought  down  the  Virgin  from  Heaven, 
to  Qoi\(QCX7ittprovlfional  chapels  creeled  in  the  woods ; 
aflift  at  the  benedi(5tion  of  colours  ;  and  promife  cer- 
tain victory  to  the  defenders  of  the  altar  and  the 
throne  ! 

D'Elbee  organifed  and  armed  the  military  force  in 
La  Vendee,  the  inhabitants  of  v/hich  had  begun  the 
war  with  pitchforks  and  bludgeons  ;  but  he  was  foon 
deferted  by  Charette,  who  became  jealous  of  his  re- 
putation, and  afpired  to  the  chief  command. 

During  the  firft  three  or  four  months,  he  fpared 

his-  >rifoners  ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  put 

them  to  death,  and,  if  his  enemies  arc  to  be  creoited, 

'prdongcd  their  exillence  by  means  of  the  mcfl  cruel 

tortures* 

Hup. 
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Happening  to  receive  a  wound  at  the  battle  of 
Chollet,  he  took  refuge  in  the  ifland  of  Noirmoutier, 
v/here,  being  feized  by  Geru  Turreau,  he  was  foon 
'after  (hot.  This  difr.flrous  fate  occurred  in  the  Aid 
yezt  of  his  age.  He  was  fo  weak,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
died  with  great  flrmnefs,  equally  lamented  by  ^» 
followers,    and  detefted    by  his    enemies. 

By  the  former  he  was  in  fome  meafure  adored  on 
account  of  his  zeal,  his  talents,  his  almofl:  uninter- 
i^upted  fuccefs,  and  his  pretended  communication 
with  the  Virgin;  for  of  this  they  had  no  doubt. 
They  were  taught  fo  to  believe  by  the  holy  fraud  of 

***''their  priefls;  and  he  himfelf  had  frequently  demon- 
fcited  his  divine  miflion  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
filerxe  the  poflibility  of  doubt  ! 

Bv  the  latter  he  was  confidered  as  a  fuccefsful 

".^^femb^— a  Moloch,    in  the  (hape  of  a  man — who 

*^ife^ed  'his  bloody  altars  amidft  the  groans   of  his 

yiftim?^,  exulted  in  their  excruciating  agonies,  and, 

'  with 'k' barbarous  policy,  lengthened  out  their  lives, 
that  his  diabolical  vengeance  might  be  gratified  with 

'*'  ^fteir^  prdtraded  fufFenngs. 

M.    GAST0^7, 

Or,  as  he  Is  more  properly  termed^  M.  de  Gallon,  hy 
which  prefix  he  claims  the  honours  of  nobility^ 
^^  Was  a  native  oT  the  fou%- or  France.  The  name 
is  very,  ahcient,  and  not  unknown  to  the-  hiftory  of 
his  country;  one  of  his  ancefiors  w^s  celebrated 
during   the  reign  of  Henry  IV.     He  himfelf  was 
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born  In  1746,  at  Foix,  the  little  capital  of  a  fnialP' 
county  of  the  fame  name,  fituated  in  Upper  Lan- 
guedoc.  .  " 

Like  mofl  of  the  provhicial  nolleffc^  he  endea^ 
^'ourcd  to  illuftrate  himfelf  by  the  profeflion  of  arms :  " 
to  fight  for  the  Grand  Aionarque  was  the  only  em-  - 
ployment  that  a  man  of  birth  thought  worthy  '0/  his 
deftiny;  commerce  (except  in  one  province  alone) 
would  have  rendered  him  almoft  infamous;  the 
ploitgh  would  have  diftionoured  him  any  where ;  if 
he  happened  to  be  poor,  it  was  witii  his  fword  alone 
that  he  was  to  carve  out  an  income  I  In  this  point 
of  view  he  was  a  mere  foldler  of  fortune^  ready  to  ■ 
fight  in  any  caufe,  and  perhaps,  from  a  congeniality 
of  fentiment,  incident  to  and  infeparable  from  an  ar- 
bitrary government,  the  greater  part  ©f  the  officers 
of  the  French  army  were  far  more  indignant  at  fup- 
porting  liberty  in  America,  than  overturriing  it  in 
Corfica.  --  ^^'•^  3^  ^^^:-- 

Gaflon  was  educated  with  fome  care,  an3  being- 
deftined  for  the  artillery,  had  a  fmattering  cf  mathe-- 
maticks.  Ke  did  not  remain  long,  however,  in  that 
celebrated  corpse  for,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  we  find 
him  in  the  regimentV^  Piedmont.  Pofieffing  a  de- 
cided advantage  over  the  oflicers  of  the  line  by  Hrs" 
early  purfaits,  he  foon  attained  the  rank  of  aid-major^ 
which  is  fimilar  to,  but  more  honourable,  than  the- 
olffice  of  adjutant  in  our  fervice.  Th  17S0, "he  r^* 
ceived  the  commifiion  of  major;  in  1789,  at  the 
memctr&ble  period  of  the  revoIution,,when  authorities 
of  all  kinds  began  to  lofe  much  of  the  rcfpcwl  ufually 

attached 
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attached  to  them,  he  called  his  colonel  out  *,  and  the 
duel,  as  ufual,  being  decided  with  the  fword,  and  the 
vi(5lory  happening  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  infe- 
riour  officer,  the  commandant  quitted  the  field  with 
a  wound,  which  although,  in  the  language  of  the 
army,  conclufive  as  to  the  foint  of.  honour^  did  not, 
prove  mortal. . 

In  1790,  he  became  major  in  the  regiment  de 
Hainault^  having  exchanged,  moft  probably,  on  ac- 
count of  the  affair  juft  alluded  to. 

This  corps  was  ill  difciplined,  and  Gafton,  in  his. 
turn,  began  to  a£l  the  Martinet*  As  there  is  no  arr-». 
gument  like  that  of  a  blow,  inftead  of  employing  the 
circuitous  road  of  reafon  and  perfuafion,  he  recurred 
to  his  f  J«^,  which  to  him  was  both  fhorter  and  eafier. 
This  was  not  fo  xt.z^Ay  Jlomached  by  thofe  who  had 
heard  of  the  Rights  of  Man\  and  as  they  happened 
to  be  in  a  very  patriotick  department,  and  mpre  than 
guejfed  at  his  ariftocratical  principles,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  had  lately  frequented  the.  popular  focieties, 
and  afFe<5^ed  the  language  and  manners  of  the  demjQ-s«. 
crats,  they  threatened  him  with  the  lanterne. 

On  this  occafion  he  had  recourfe  to  a  ftratagem 
tbat  proved  fuccefsful,  and  encouraged  him  to  culti- 
vate a  talent  with  which  he  feemed  peculiarly  gifted. 
Having  repaired  to  the  jacobin  fociety  of  Bedfort, 
where  the  regiment  was  quartered,  he  lamented  in 

*  His  difpute  with  this  officer,  feems  to  have  originated  in  very 
laudable  motives  :  for  it  proceeded  from  his  extreme  fev«ricy,  the 
colonel  being  what  is  termed  a  ^eat  difc'ifinar'uw  5  in  other  words,  a 
great  tyrant*  ,      • 
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the  moft:  forcible  terms  that  many  individuals  of  the 
Hainault,  were  averfe  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  had  a£lually  confpired  againft  him,  on  account  of 
his  patrlotifm  ! 

Having  thus  clofed  their  Argus  eyes,  and  lulled  all- 
their  fufpicions  to  fecurity,  the  moment  of  revengr 
approached.     An  order  was  inftantly  given,  to  beat^ 
to  anns^  and  when  the  foldiers  were  afTembled  on  the 
parade,    he  gave  the  word,  for  forming  a    circle » 
Then  in  the  hearing  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  patriots,- 
afTembled  on  this  interefling  occafion,  he  delivered  a 
fpeech  truly  revolutionary,  in  which,  in  the  moft  ex- 
aggerated terms,  he  condemned  the  adherents  of  the 
ancient  tyranny,  and  lamented  that  their  manoeuvres 
iliould  have  proved  h  fuccefsful,  in  a  corps  devoted^ 
to   the  caufe  of  liberty.      The  foldiers,  aftonifhed 
at  what   they  now  heard,   began  to   imagine   they 
themfelves   had   been  deceived,    and    burning   with- 
indignation,    that   they   fhould  have  been   prevail- 
ed upon,  to  fufpecl  the.  principles  of  fo  decided  a. 
jacobin,  they  inftantly  gave  up  the  agitators,  who 
were  marched  from  the  field  as  prifoners,  and  con- 
duced under  an  efcort,  to  be  puniftied  at  the  next 
garrlfon. 

So  convinced  were  the  jacobins  of  his  attachment 
to  their  caufe,  that  they  interceded  for,  and  a<?tually 
procured  him  the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment  of  Rouf- 
filion.  The  deception,  however,  was  very  grofs, 
more  efpecially  as  Gafton,  who  was  of  too  intriguing 
a  difpofition  to  remain  quiet,  is  faid  to  have  carried  on 
a  correfpondence  at  the  fame  time  v/ith  de  Bouille  and 

La 
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LaFaJ^ette.  Accordingly,  his  conduci  foon  gave  oc-i 
cafion  for  diftruft,  and  he  is  reported  to  have  been, 
betrayed  by  his  own  miflrefF,  who  happened  to  be 
more  in  love  with  liberty  than  with  him  !  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  difcovery,  he  found  it  neceflary  to 
emigrate,  and  deemed  himfelf  peculiarly  fortunate  in 
efcaping  from  the  territories  of  France.  Having  re- 
paired to  Coblentz,  then  the  head-quarters  of  the 
malecontents,  he  expected  to  be  received  by  the 
princes  with  open  arms,  but  he  was  deceived.  To 
the  honour  of  the  pure  royall/isy  who,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  exhibit  more  honefty  than  policy,  they  will 
admit  no  equivocal  characters  within  the  pals  of  their 
communion  ;  and  thofe  who  have  even  te?nporifedy 
are  always  confidered,  as  labouring  under  an  almofk 
indelible  ftain. 

Gafton,  therefore,  was  not  permitted  to  join  the 
army  of  the  prince  of  Gonde,  in  order  to  act  with 
that  little  heroick  band,  which  was  denied  the  ple^- 
fure  of  fpilling  its  blood  in  France,  and  has  been 
at  length  relegated  to  the  icy  regions  of  the  north, 
regardlefs  of  its  claims,  to  participate  in  the  unfor» 
tunate  conteft. 

He  was  allowed,  however,  to  difplay  his  talents  on 
another  theatre,  the  blood-ftained  fields  of  La  Vendee^ 
and  he  accordingly  re-entered  France,  and  joined  the 
infurgents.  It  was  there,  along  with  the  d'Auti- 
champs,  the  d'Elbees,  and  the  StoiHets,  that  he  ex- 
pofed  his  life  to  daily  hazard,  in  order  to  obtain  re- 
nown, and  wipe  away  ignominy.  In  point  of  bravery, 
he  had  many  rivals ;  but  he  had  few  equals^  in  re- 

fp^a 
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fpe(^  to  the  knowledge  of  tactics,"  the  details  of  fcr- 
vice,  and  the  minutiae  of  difcipline.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  refinements  of  modern  warfare, 
and  no  one  better  tinderftood  the  advantages  of  or- 
ganization. At  the  firft  glance,  He  faw  the  folly  of 
contending  againft  regular  troops,  by  means  of  fcythes 
and  pitch-forks  I  Fire  arms  were  at  length  procuredj 
partly  from  the  vanquiflied  battalions,  and  partly 
from  England;  cannon  too,  in  immenfe  quantities, 
were  alfo  feized,  but  they  were  cumbrous  in  a  wooded 
country,  and  where  there  was  not  wood,  there  gene- 
rally were  morafTes,  fo  that  at  lali  they  fcH  into 
difufe  :  the  mufket  decided  every  thing.  As  to  the 
bayonet,  that  fimple,  but  formidable  inftrunaent  of 
human  vengeance,  it  alfo,  from  local  motives,  was 
but  feldom  brought  into  a£lion.  Unaccuftomed  to 
its  efFecls,  the  Fendean  preferred  to  fire  from  behind 
the  fhelter  of  a  tree,  or  from  amidft  the  ruflies  of  a 

Among  fuch  men,  tbe  acquirements  of  a  Gaflon 
were  highly  prized,  and  looked  upon  as  fomewhat 
fupernatural  ;  more  efpecially  as  he  was  generally 
fuccefsful.  He  confequently  became  one  of  their 
chiefs,  and  the  republick  holding  the  fword  in  one 
hand,  and  the  olive  branch  in  the  other,  was  at 
length  forced  to  treat  with  him,  and  the  other  lea- 
ders ;  he  in  particular  received  the  promife  of  a 
penfion. 

Soon  after  Hoche,  by  a  rare  union  of  humanity 
and  intrepidity,  had  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  Z^ 
Vendee^  a  real  or  pretended  confpiracy,  on  the  part 
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of  the  generals  in  the  late  infurredlion,  laid  all  their 
future  hopes  in  the  cluft. 

Some  v/ere  imprifoned  :  feme  executed.  The 
fate  of  Gafton,  is  uncertain  :  had  he  been  admitted 
to  the  crown  of  fnartyrdom-^  his  death,  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  been  celebrated  with  the  fame  folemnities 
as  that  of  Stofflet  *,  for  he  had  made  his  peace  with 
the'French  princes,  and  all  his  political  v/anderings 
during  the  early  part  of  the  revolution,  were  oblite- 
rated even  in  the  minds  of  the  Jlauncheji  royalijis^ 
by  his  rec&nt  adtions.  It  is  moft  probable,  that  he 
either  remains  concealed  in  the  unexplored  faftnefTes 
of  Poitou  (the  fcene  of  his  former  triumphs  !)  or 
that  he  is  wandering  at  this  moment,  a  fugitive,  in 

*  A  folemn  fervice  was  celebrated  for  the  foul  of  general  Stoffiet. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  prince  of  Conde  re- 
ceived from  Louis  XVill.  on  this  fubjed  3  it  is  dated  Verona, 
March  17,  1795  : 

*'  I  this  inflant  learn,  my  dear  coufin,  the  melancholy  news  of 
the  death  of  general  StofSet,  a  vidtim  to  his  courage,  and  love  of 
his  "God,  his  country,  and  his  king. 

*'  My  regret  is  augmented  by  the  impoffibility  of  perfonally 
rendering  the  honours  which  are  due  to  him,  from  ail  truly  French, 
foldiers.  Supply  my-  place  my  dear  coufm  j  caufe  a  folemn  fer- 
vice to  be  celebrated  for  this  brave  man,  and  affift  yourfeif  at 
the  head  of  thofe  valiant  gentlemen  whom  I  have  confided  you 
with  the  command  of. 

«  A  genera!  expreflion  of  forrow  and  efteem  will  refourydfrom 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  thofe  of  the  Loire,  where  the  brave 
royalifts  of  the  interiour,  deplore  at  this  inllant  the  lofs  of  one 
of  their  chiefs  :  it  will  teach  the  univerfe  that  good  Frenchmen, 
wherever  they  are,  have  but  one  heart  and  one  foul. 

**  Adieu,  my  dear  coufm,  you  know  my  fcntiments  for  you. 
(Signed)  <*  LOUIS." 

fome 
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fome  country  of  Europe,  that  flill  dares  to  fhelter  the 
enemies  of  the  "  great  nation*** 

M.  de  Gafton  is  now  about  fifty-two  years  old. 
In  refpeil  to  appearance,  his  features  are  harfh  j 
he  is  {hort  in  ftature,  but  ftout,  mufcular,  and  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  fuftaining  fatigue,  and  en- 
during the  feverities  of  military  fervice. 

His  courage  is  exemplary,  and  his  knowledge  cf 
the  art  of  war,  fuch  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  in-- 
feriour  officers.  As  a  partifan,  therefore,  he  muft 
be  allowed  to  have  poflefled  fuperiour  merit. 

He  is  faid  to  be  gifted  in  a  peculiar  manner,  with 
the  art  of  perfuafion,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  thofe 
who  know  him  intimately,  he  has  both  tears  and 
words  at  command,  on  every  occafion,  when  either 
can  prove  eiFecluah 

BEYSSER. 

When  Gorfas,  Lou  vet,  Pethion,  Guadet,.and  fevc- 
ral  other  profcribed  members,  had  repaired  to  Caen, 
in  order  to  counteract  the  mountain,  by  means  of 
a  Departmental  Insurr^'ction,  they 'found 
themfelves  at  a  great  Infs  for  comrnanders.  They 
were  promifed  the  ^rwf^y"^'-^^  of  eight  departments, 
but  they  wanted  {k.ll'ul  officers  to  command  them. 

At  Lifieux,  near  Caen,  they  had  aft  interview  with 
Be)ficr,  \A:ho  offered  his  fervices  to  them.  'He  had 
carri:-!  arms  in  the  war  of  La  P^endee.Tun^  dlftinoiuifh- 
ed  himfeif  againft  the  royal.ifts,  in  th|e  affair  of  Nantes, 
on  the  20th  of  May.  He  was  a  bad  general,  but  a 
moft  excellent  partifan ;  a  kind  of  colonel  of  Huffars, 

admirably. 
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aJmirably  calculated  for  a  coup  de  main^  and  the 
proper  man  to  lead  a  battalion,  with  drums  beat- 
ing and  colours  flying,  to  the  fquarc  of  the  Car- 
rouzel. 

Wimpfen,  a  noted  royalift,  by  a  flrange  miftake, 
was  appointed  commander  in  chief;  He  refufed  to 
employ  Beyfier ;  BeyfTer,  by  way  of  revenge,  en- 
deavoured to  debauch  tbe  whole  cf  the  cavalry,  and 
thinking  that  this  exploit  bad  enabled  hirn  to  make 
his  peace  with  the  mountain^  he  returned  to  Paris. 
Being  found  however,  to  be  one  of  thofe  mer  wh6m 
even  treachery  could  not  truft^  he  was  foon'  after 
imprifoned,  and  guillotined  ! 

J.AZARE,   cr-devant  ST.  meard,  and   his  felkiv- 
prifoners  in  the  Abbaye» 

Fortune  appears  fom.etimes  to  take  delight  in  fport- 
<.]g  with  the  defliny  of  certain  individuals  ;  and  in  the 
':'ate  of  fach,  we  always  become  pculiarly  interefted. 
The  hair-breadth  efcapes  in  battle;  the  romantick  but 
perilous  events  attendant  on  fhipwreck  ;  the  €rit;Cal 
preiervation  from  the  devouring  element  of  fire  ;  all 
naturally  aflonlfh  and  delight  us:  for,  in  fpite  of  the 
gloomy  reveries  of  fome  pretended  philofophers,  man 
is  naturally  good  ! 

But  if  we  are  avluated  by  furprize,  if  we  are  faf- 
clnated  with  pleafure,  at  the  deliverance  of  our  fel- 
low men,  from  difficulties  that  occur  dally,  how 
much  more  fhali  we  be  aflonlfhed  and  rejoiced  at  the 
efcape  of  an  individual,  from  a  mafTacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, undertaken  under  the  aufpices  of  a  fan- 
3  guinary 
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guinary  king,  or  a  flill  more  recent  one,  during  the 
exiftence  of  a  bloody  and  ferocious  anarchy  ? 

Jourgniac  Saint  Meard,  who,  fince  the  efta- 
blifhmcnt  of  the  republick,  has  exchanged  this  name 
for  that  of  "  citizen  Lazare-,"  appertained  to  the 
order  of  nobles,  and  refided  cccafionally  at  the  caftle 
of  St.  Meard.  While  the  peafants  were  burning 
the  chateaus  of  the  neighbouring  lords,  his  tenants 
placed  a  n^y-pole  in  his  court-yard,  and  danced 
around  it :  this  circumflance  does  him  Infinite  ho- 
nour. The  decree  for  annihilating  feudal  privileges^ 
bereaved  him  of  half  his  fortune,  and  made  him 
at  firft  difcontented  with  the  new  order  of  things, 
but  he  was  warmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  hated  on  this  account  by  his  own  clafs.  Like  the 
greater  part  of  that  body,  he  made  the  profeflion  of 
arms  his  ftudy,  and  attained  the  rank  of  captain- 
commandant  des  chajpiirs  du  regiment  d'lnfanteris 
du  ro'i.  He  was  prefent  at  the  affair  of  Nancy ^  and 
experienced  a  feries  of  dangers  during  that  eventful 
period,  which  more  than  once,  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  him.  The  regiments  du  Roi^  Mejlre  de 
Camp^  Chciteauvieux^  and  fcvcral  battalions  of  na- 
tional guards,  nominated  him  their  general,  and  for- 
ced him  againft  his  inclination,  to  condu6l  them  to 
Luneville^  in  order  to  take  general  Malfeigne  from 
the  Carabeneers.  This  was  a  trying  occafion,  and 
he  had  a  narrow  efcape,  but  it  was  nothing  to 
what  he  was  deftined  to  cxperier.ce  a  few  months 
afterwards. 

Bein^, 
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Being,  like  moft  of  the  military  chiefs  of  that  day, 
an  avowed  royalift^  the  capture,  imprifonment,  and 
decapiiation  of  the  king,  could  not  be  indifferent  to 
him.  He  did  not,  however,  attem.pt  to  efcape,  and 
become  an  emigrant :  on  the  contrary,  he  appears  to 
have  employed  his  talents  in  literary  compofitlons, 
ixi  favour  of  his  party,  and  v/as  a  conflant  corre- 
fpondent  to  what  were  then  termed  the  coitnier-re^, 
volutionary  gazettes. 

At  length  the  reign  of  terrour  approached,  and  a 
few  deteftable  charafters  having  acquired  a  prepon- 
derance in  the  capital,  conceived  the  horrid  plan  of 
deluging  it  with  blood.  The  municipality,  at  that 
time  confifting  principally  of  foreigners,  took  the 
lead  in  this  fcene  of  horrours,  and  caufed  a  general 
fweep  to  be  made,  of  all  whom  they  prefamed  to 
confider  as  fvfpe^ed perfons,  St.  Meard,  among  a 
crowd  of  other  unfortunates,  was  arrefted  on  the 
22d  of  Auguft,  carried  to  the  *  jVJciiris,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  detained  there  until 
eleven  at  night.  His  fubfequent  adventures, '  will 
come  v/iih  a  better  grace  from  himfelf  than  any 
other  perfon,  and  they  fliall  be  related  as  nearly  as 
polTible,  word  for  word.  In  addition  to  the  intereil 
we  are  naturally  inclined  to  take,  in  the  fufFerings  of 
an  individual,  here  will  be  found  a  variety  of  parti- 
culars relative  to  this  dark  and  fhocking  confpiracy, 
and  it  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  add,  that  it  con- 

*  The  lefidence  of  the  iDayor. 

T  taiii? 
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tains  the  moil  minute  account  hitherto  puWifhed  of 

this  difo-raceful  period  in  the  French  hiflory. 

"  j'entends  encore  leurs  cris  ;  leurs  la- 

MENTABLES  CRIS."      Merope    Volt. 

"  After  I  had  been  arrefted,  two  perfons,  without 
doubt  members  of  the  committee,  made  me  enter 
an  apartment  ;  one  of  them,  overcome  with  fa- 
tigue fell  afleep,  the  other  afked  me,  if  I  was  M. 
Jourgniac  Saint  Meard  r  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
on  which  he  defired  me  to  fit  down,  adding,  "  wc 
are  all  equal — be  fcated."  He  then  told  me,  that  I 
was  fufpecled  of  being  the  editor  of  Le  Journal  de  la 
Cour  et  de  la  Fille,  and  that  Gautier,  whofe  name 
had  been  affixed  to  it,  was  a  Tnere  7nan  of  Jlraw, 
I  offered  to  give  him  my  word  of  honour^  that  he 
was  miftaken,  but  he  replied,  that  it  was  ridiculous 
to  talk  now  about  honour*.  He  then  told  me,  I  had 
been  accufed  of  going  to  the  frontiers  ;  I  replied 
that  I  had  not  been  out  of  Paris,  for  twenty-three 
months. 

*'  Are  you  acquainted  with  M.  Durofoi,  editor  of 
the  Gazette  de  Paris  f    ~ 

"  Only  by  reputation — I  never  faw  him  In  my 
life." 

"  This  aftonifhes  me,  for  a  letter  from  you,  has 
been  found  among  his  papers — it  v/ili  not,  however, 
prove  of  any  diflervice  to  you — it  contains  only  a  copy 
of  the   fpeeeh  you   made   to  the    chajfeurs  of  your 


•  "  Eh!  Monfieur,  U   n\fl  plus  qucfticn  dc  parole  d'hon- 
arur.-r-'* 

company 
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company  during  the  infurreclion  of  Nancy.— But  are 
you  not  a  chevalier  de  St,  Louis  ?"— "  Ye?,   fir—" 

"  Why  do  not  you  wear  the  crofs  then  r" 

"  Here  it  is,  I  have  worn  it  confl;£.ntly  for  the 
laft  fix  years." 

"  This  is  fufncient  for  to-day — I  fhall  go  and  tell 
the  committee  that  you  are  here  '* 

"  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  the  members  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  juftice  be  done  me,  I  fhall  be  fet 
at  liberty,  for  I  am  neither  editor,  nor  recruiting 
officer  for  the  princes,  nor  confpirator,  nor  denun- 
ciator/' 

A  few  minutes  afterward?,  three  foldiers  made  their 
appearance,  and  gave  me  a  fignal,  in  confequence  of 
which,  I  followed  them.  When  we  had  reached  the 
court,  they  invited  me  to  get  into  a  hackney  coach 
along  v/ith  them  ;  and  this  being  complied  with,  they 
ordered  the  driver  to  carry  us  to  the  Hotel  du  Fau" 
lourg  Saint  Germain, 

No  fooner  had  we  arrived  at  this  hctel^  which 
proved  to  be  the  Jbbaye  *,  than  they  prefented  me 
along  with  a  little  billet  to  the  jailor,  who  after  hav- 
ing hoped  as  ufuai,  that  my  detention  would  not  prove 
long^  caufed  me  to  be  condu6led  to  a  large  hall, 
which  ferved  as  a  chapel  to  the  prifoners  under  the 
old  government  j  I  counted  nineteen  unfortunates, 


*  A  famous  prlfon,  formerly  the  palace  of   the  archbi/liop  of 

Paris. 
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extended  on  coarfe  beds,  made  out  of  hemp ;  I  was 
accommodated  with  that  of 

M.  DANGREMONT, 

Whofe  head  had  been  cut  off  only  two  days  be- 
fore !  That  very  afternoon,  when  v/e  were  about  to 
f;t  down  to  dinner, 

M.    CHANTEREINE, 

Colonel  of  the  conftitutional  troops  of  the  king's 
houfehcld,  ftabbed  himfelf  three  times  fucceffively 
v/lth  a  knife,  after  exclaiming*  :  "  we  are  all  deftined 
to  be  mallacred  ....  My  God,  I  fly  to  you  !"  He 
died  two  minutes  after. 

On  the  23d  I  drew  up  a  m,em.orial,  in  which  I 
unmafked  the  turpitude  of  thofe  who  had  denounced 
me  j  of  this,  I  tranfmitted  copies  to  the  minifcer  of 
juftice,  to  my  fesftion,  to  the  committee  of  infpedion, 
and  to  all  whom  I  thought  likely  to  feel  for  the  in* 
juflice  under  which  I  laboured. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 

M.  DUROSOI, 

Editor  of  the  Gazette  de  Parisy  became  one  of 
the  companions  of  our  misfortunes.  No  fooner  did 
he  hear  my  name  mentioned,  than  he  exclaimed  : 
"  Ah  I  Sir,  permit  a  man  whofe  lafl  hou:  is  ap- 
proaching, to  open  his  heart  to  you."  I  then  em- 
braced him,  after  which  he  read  a  letter  which  he 

*  "  Nous  fommes  tous  deflinss  a  eire  maffacres Mon 

Dicu,  je  vais  a  vous  !'* 

1  had 
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had  jufi:  received,  and  which  was  to  the  following 
purport : 

"  My  friendj    prepare  for  death  ;  you  are   con- 
demned, and  to-morrov/  --------I  fhould 

die  with  grief,  were  ii  not  that  you  know  what  I 
have  promifed  you.     Adieu." 

While  this  note  was  reading,  I  beheld  the  tears 
flowing  down  his  cheeks;  he  then  kifled  the  paper 
fcveral  times,  and  I  could  hear  him  fay,  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice  :  "  Alas  !  fhe  will  fuffer  much  more 
than  myfelf  1"  After  this,  he  lay  down  on  my  bed, 
and  we  both  fell  aHeep.  At  break  of  day,  he  arofe, 
and  drew  up  a  memorial,  in  his  juftiiication  ;  it  was 
written  with  energy,  but  did  not  produce  any  fa- 
vourable confequence,  for  his  head  was  cut  oft*  the 
very  next  day,  hy  the  guillotine. 

On  the  25th  the  commiflaries  of  the  jail  at  length 
permitted  us  to  procure  anewfpaper  called  /<?  yournal 
du  Soirj  and  a  new  prifoner,  among  feveral  others, 
brought  us  one,  in  which  I  read  a  very  violent  para- 
graph againft  myfelf,  over-rating  my  fortune, afligninr; 
me  an  eftate  appertaining  to  M.  de  Segur,  and  ac- 
cufing  me  as  editor  of  an  anii-conftitutional  ga^ 
zette  *. 


*  ''  MM.  St.  Meard  et  Beaumarch-^is,  ont  ete  ar- 
retes :  le  premier  etait  auteur  du  journal  fcandaleux  qui  parajf- 
fait  fous  1?  titre  de  Journal  &  de  la  Cour  et  de  la  Fille.  II  a  ets 
capitaise  au  regiment  de  roi  5  &•  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  remarquahle, 
c'eft  qu'il  ell:  proprictaire  de  la  terre  que  le  fameux  Montagn^C 
pofledait  pres  de  Bordeaux.  M.  Saint  Meard,  jouiE,.de  plus 
de  4o,Qoo  iiv.  de  rentes." 

T3  la 
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In  the  facrlfty  of  the  chapel,  which  ferved  us  as  a 
prifon,  was  confined  a  captain  of  the  Swifs  guards 
called, 

REDING, 

XVhofe  arm  had  been  broken  by  a  mufket  {hot, 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft ;  befides  this,  he  had  received 
four  fabre  wounds  on  the  head.  Some  citizens' 
faved,  and  carried  him  to  a  ready  furnifhed  apart- 
ment, v/hence  he  was  removed  to  the  Abbaye^  where 
his  arm  was  fet  a  fecond  time. 

On  the  26th  at  midnight,  a  municipal  oiEcer  in- 
fcribed  our  names  in  a  regifter,  and  gave  us  hopes 
that  were  not  realifed  in  the  fequel.  On  the  28th 
and  29th  more  carriages  arrived  with  prifoners ;  we 
cculd  fee  them  enter  from  a  turret,  the  windows  of 
which  overlooked  the  ftreet,  Se,  Marguerite.  We 
afterwards  paid  dearly  for  this  fatisfa6lion. 

A  perfon  about  eighty  years  of  age,  was  conducted 
into  our  apartment  on  the  30th,  and  ilept  along  with 
us.     The  day  after,  we  learned,  that  it  was 

THE  SIEUR  CAZOTTE, 

Author  of  the  poems  d'OUvier^  Diahle  amoureux'^ 
fee.  The  gaiety  of  the  old  man,  v/hich  bordered  on 
folly,  diverted  us  a  little,  from  thinking  on  our  mif- 
fortunes.  He  alfecled  to  fpeak  in  the  Or icjita I  mzn- 
ncr,  and  endeavoured  feriouHy  to  perfuade  us,  from 
ihe  hiftory  of  gain  and  abel,  that  we  were  infi- 
mtely  more  happy  than  thofe  who  enjoyed  liberty. 
He  appeared  ve^y   angrv,  that  we  did  not   believe 

him ; 
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him ;  he  wifhed  abfolutely  to  make  us  think,  that  our 
fituatlon  was  nothing  more  than  an  emanation  of  the 
apocalypfe^  &c.  &c.  I  touched  him  to  the  quick,  by" 
faying  that  in  our  prefent  pofition,  it  would  be  far 
better  for  us  to  treat  in  predc^fti nation^  than  in  any 
of  his  reveries.  Two  gendarmes^  who  came  to  con- 
duct him  before  the  criminal  tribunal-^  terminated 
our  difcuUion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  did  not  lofe  a  fnigle  inflant 
in  procuring  the  atteftations  necellary  to  verify  the 
afTertions  contained  in  my  memorial.  I  was  aided  on 
this  occafion  by  a  friend — and  fuch  a  friend  as  is 
feldom  to  be  met  with,  v/ho,  while  my  companions 
in  misfortune  were  abandoned  by  theirs,  was  bufied 
day  and  night  in  rendering  me  fervice. 

He  forgot,  that  during  a  moment  of  fermentation 
and  diftruft,  he  might  experience  the  fame  rifks  as 
myfelf,  and  that  he  would  become  rufpe6^ed,  by  in- 
terefting  himfelf  in  behalf  of  a  fufpe^led  prifoner. 
Nothing  abated  his  zeal,  and  he  has  admirably  proved 
to  me  the  truth  of  the  old'  proverb,  "  that  adverfity 
is  the  touchftone  of  friendfnip."  To  his  fidelity  and 
attachment!  am  principally  indebted  for  my  life;  and 
I  owe  it  to  the  publick,  to  myfelf,  and  to  truth,  that  I 
fliould  name  this  brave  man :  it  is 

M.    TEYSSIER, 

Merchant,  Rue  Croix  des  Petits-Champs, 

Sept.  I  ft.  On  this  day  three  of  our  companions 
were  liberated:  they  were  far  lefs  aflonifhed  at  their 
deliverance,  than  they  had  been  at  their  imprifon- 

mentj 
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ment;  for  they  were  the  moft  zealous  patriots  of  their 

refpedlive   fe6lions.     Several   others  were  alfo  dif- 

mifled  from  the  adjoining  apartment:  among  thefe 

was 

M.  DE  JAUCOURT, 

A  member  of  the  legiflative  afTembly,  who  had  given 
in  his  refignation  as  a  deputy,  feme  time  before.— 
My  own  fufferings  now  commenced. 

On  Sunday  Sept.  2d,  our  jailor  ferved  up  our  din- 
ner fooner  than  ufual ;  his  diftra6ted  air  and  haggard 
eyes  made  us  prefage  fomething  fmifter.  At  two 
o'clock,  he  re-entered  the  apartment,  but  was  deaf 
to  all  the  queflions  put  to  him,  and,  contrary  to  his 
cuftomary  proceeding,  he  took  away  all  our  knives, 
and  made  the  nurfe  who  waited  on  Reding  retire- 
Half  an  hour  after,  the  frightful  noifc  made  by  the 
people  on  the  outfide  of  the  prifon  was  alarmingly 
augmented  by  the  drums,  which  beat  the  generale*^ 
by  three  fignal  cannon  that  were  fired,  and  by  the 
iocfin  f ,  that  was  rung  every  where.  During  this 
period  of  terrour,  v/e  beheld  -the  carriages,  efcorted 
by  an  innumerable  croud  of  furious  men  and  women, 
who  cried  out,  "  A  la  Force  !  A  la  Force  I J  "— 
They  were  condu6led  to  the  cloyfters  of  the  Abhaye^ 
which  had  been  converted  into  prifons  for  the  priei'ts. 
A  little  after,  v/e  heard  uhat  they  had  maflacred  all 
the  biiliops,'  and  other  ecclefiafticks,  who  had  been 
penned  up  in  that  place. 

*  Tlie  call  to  arms.  f  Alarm  bell. 

\  We  did  noi  then  know,  but  we  afterwards  learned,  that  tliis 
was  the  fignai  for  fending  t!ie  vi<ftims  to  execution. 

About 
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About  four  o'clock,  the  piercing  cries  of  a  perfon 
hacked  to  pieces,  with  blows  from  a  fabre,  brought 
us  to  the  window  of  the  turret,  and  we  perceived  the 
body  of  a  man  oppofite  the  gate  of  our  prifon,  ex- 
tended on  the  pavement.     A  fbort  time  afterwards, 

another  was  maiTacred  ; and  many  more  in 

fucc^flion.  It  is  totally  impoffible  to  exprefs  the 
hcrrour  of  that  profound  and  melancholy  filence 
which  reigned  during  th?fe  terrible  executions.  It 
was  only  interrupted  by  the  cries  of  thofe  v/ho  were 
facriflced,  and  by  theftrokes  of  the  fabre  they  received 
on  the  head.  The  moment  one  fell,  a  murmur  was 
heard,  which  was  fucceeded  by  the  fhout  of  Vive  la 
Nation  ! — a  thoufand  times  more  frightful  to  us  than 
the  horrour  of  filence.  During  the  interval  between 
the  mafiacres,  v/e  heard  them  faying,  under  our  v/in- 
dowSj — "  Not  one  muft  efcape — they  muft  be  all 
killed,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the  chapel,  where  there 
are  none  but  confpirators."  It  was  of  us  they  v/ere 
talking  !  and  it  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  affirm,  that 
we  often  wnflied  to  experience  the  good  fortune  of 
thofe  who  were  ftiut  up  in  the  darkeil  and  moft  loath- 
fome  cells  of  the  Jbbaye, 

At  five  o'clock,  f^jveral  voices  uttered  the  name  of 

M.  CAZOTTE, 

and  in  a  moment  afterwards  we  heard  a  number  of 
perfons  paiTing  along  the  grand  iiair-cafe,  the  rattling 

of  arms,   and  the  cries  of  men  and  women. It 

was  this  old  man,  followed  by  his  daughter,  whom 
they  were  condu6ling  to  death.  The  moment  he 
had  palled  the  wicket,  that  courageous  young  woman 

pre-ci- 
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precipitated  herfelf  on  the  neck  of  her  father,  and  th*- 
people,  affeiSled  at  the  fight  of  fo  much  filial  tender- 
nefs,  demanded  and  obtained  his  pardon. 

About  feven  o'clock,  we  beheld  two  men  enter, 
whofe  bloody  hands  were  armed  with  fabres ;  they 
were  conducted  by  a  turnkey,  v/Ith  a  lighted  torch, 
who  pointed  out  the  bed  of  the  unfortunate  Reding. 
At  that  dreadful  moment  I  vjas  prejfing  his  hand  in 
mine,  and  Jiriving  to  comfort  him.  On  their  ap- 
proach, he  exclaimed,  ^'  i  have  fuifered  enough  j  I 
do  not  fear  death  ;  it  will  be  charitable  to  let  me 
perifh  here  !"  Thefe  words  rendered  one  of  the 
ftrancrers  immoveable,  but  the  other  hoifled  him  on 
his  fticulders,  and  carried  him  inio  the  ftreet,  v/here 

he  was  killed My  eyes  are  fo  full  of  tears, 

that  I  do  not  fee  what  I  write We  now  fur- 

veyed  one  another,  without  uttering  a  fmgle  word; 
we  then  clafped  each  other's  hands,  and  embraced-— 
we  fixed  our  eyes  on  the  pavement  of  our  prifon, 
which  the  moon  enlightened  throu2;h  the  intervals 
of  the  fhade  formed  by  the  triple  bars  that  guarded 

our  windows but,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  cries 

of  new  vidims  recalled  our  original  agitation,  and 
reminded  us  of  the  lafl  words  pronounced  by  M. 
Chantereine,  while  plunging  the  knife  into  his  heart, 
— ^'  We  are  all  deftined  to  be  maflacred  !" 

At  midnight,  ten  men  armed  with  fabres,  and  pre- 
ceded by  two  turnkeys  bearing  torches,  entered  our 
prifon,  and  commanded  each  of  us  to  ftand  at  the 
foot  of  his  own  bed.  After  we  had  been  counted 
over,  they  obferved,   that  we  mull  anfwer  for  one 

another. 
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cnotber,  and  fvvore,  that  if  a  fingle  perfon  efcaped, 
we  fliould  be  all  mafTacred,  zvithout  being  heard  by 
M.  le  Pre/tdent, 

TheTe  laft  words  afforded  us  a  gleam  of  hope ; 
for  we  did  not  yet  know  that  we  fhould  be  allowed 
to  utrer^  word  before  we  were  butchered. 

Monday  the  ^'h  ^"^'^^  o^clcck  In  the  morning.  One 
of  the  doors  of  the  prifon  was  now  attempted  to  be 
broken  optn;  we  at  firfl  imagined  that  it  was  the 
wicket  which  they  were  forcing,  in  order  to  maHacre 
us  all ;  but  we  were  a  little  comforted,  when  we 
heard  them  obferving,  on  the  flair-cafe,  that  it  v/as 
the  gate  of  a  dungeon,  where  fom.e  prifoners  had 
barricaded  themfelves.  A  little  after,  we  learned 
that  they  had  killed  all  whom  they  found  there. 

At  ten  o'clock, 

THE  ABBE   L'eNFANT, 

Confellbr   to  the  King,  and 

THE    ABBE    DE    CH APT-R ASTIGN AC, 

appeared  in  the  pulpit  of  the  chapel  which  ferved  us 
as  a  prifon,  and  into  which  they  entered  bv  a  door 
communicating  with  the  flair-cafe.  They  announced 
that  our  lail  hour  approached,  and  invited  us  to  coU 
lc6l  around  them,  in  order  to  receive  their  benedic- 
tion. An  eleclric  movement,  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  define,  precipitated  us  all  on  our  knees,  and  we 
went  through  the  ceremony,  with  our  hanas  clafped 
together.  This,  although  a  confolatory  moment, 
was  one  of  the  moll  terrible  v/e  had  yet  experienced. 
^ — On  the  eve  of  appearmg  at  the  throne  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  kneeling  before  tv/o  of  his  mi- 

nifters, 
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nifters,  we  prefented  an  indefinable  fpci^acle.  The 
age  of  thefe  two  men,  their  psfition  above  us, 
death  hovering  over  our  heads,  and  furrounding  us 
on  ?11  fide^ — all  thefe  accompaniments  gave  an  augufl 
and  lugubrcus  air  to  the  ceremony  ;  it  approximated 
us  to  the  Divinity  J  it  reinftilled  courage  into  our 
.minds;  all  reafoning  was  fufpended,  and  the  moft 
cold  and  incredulous  among  us  received  as  great  an 
impreffion  as  him  who  was   mofl  ardent,  and   pof- 

fefied  the  greateft  (hare  of  fenfibility. Half  an 

hour  afterwards,  thefe  two  priefls  were  mafTacred^ 
and  ive  heard  their  cries 

Where  is  the  man  who  can  read  the  following 
particulars,  with  dry  eyes,  or  even  without  experi- 
encing the  crifpations  and  fhudderings  of  difTolution  ? 

Our  moft  important  avocation  was  novj  to  knov/ 
in  what  pofition  we  could  receive  death  with  the 
leafi:  pain,  when  we  were  dragged  to  the  place  of 
mafTacre !  We  accordingly  fent  fome  of  our  compa- 
nions, from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  inform  us  of 
the  poflures  of  the  victims,  that  we  might  calculate 
according  to  their  report  refpeding  the  befl  for  us 
to  afTume.  They  brought  us  back  information,  that 
thofe  who  extended  their  hands  fufFered  much  longer 
than  others,  becaufe  the  flrokes  of  the  fabre  were 
deadened  before  they  reached  the  head;  that  there 
were  fome,  whofe  hands  and  arms  fell  before  their 
bodies,  and  that  accordingly  thofe  who  placed  them 
behind  iheir  backs  mufl  endure  much  lefs  than  others. 

,  Alas  !  it  was  relative  to  fuch  horiible  details 

that  vre  deliberated.  .  .....  We  perceived  the  ad- 
vantages, 
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vantages  refulting  from  this  laft  pofitlon,  and  we  ad- 
vifed  each  other  to  adopt  it,  when  our  turn  to  be 

madacred  ftiould  arrive 

Towards  noon,  being  overwhelmed  by  fomewhat 
of  a  fupernatural  agitation,  and  abforbed  in  reflec- 
tions, the  horrour  of  which  is  inexpreflible,  I  threw 
myfelf  on  ray  bed,  and  fell  into  a  profound  fleep.. 

Every  thing  inclines  me  to  believe  that  I  am  In- 
debted for  my  exiflence  to  this  very  fleep. — It  fcemscL 
to  ?ney  that  I  appeared  before  the  redoubtable  trihu' 
nal  that  was  to  try  me  \  I  was  liflened  to  with  atte?:^ 
tion^  notivithjiatiding  the  frightful  no'ije  of  the  tocfin^ 
and  the  cries  ivh'ich  evfry  zuhere  prevailed  around-, 
but  my  defence  luas  no  j'ooner  heard^  than  I  luas  fet 
free !  This  dream  made  fuch  a  happy  imprefnon 
on  my  mind,  that  it  totally  dillipated  my  uneafmefs, 
and  I  av/oke  with  a  prefentiment  that  it  would  be 
realifed. — I  afterwards  recounted  the  particulars  to 
my  companions  in  misfortune,  who  were  aftoniflied 
at  the  afiurance  I  preferved  from  that  momerit  until 
the  period  I  made  my  appearance  before  my  terrible 
judges. 

At  two  o'clock,  a  proclamation  was  read,  which 
the  people  appeared  to  hear  with  disfavour;  a  mo- 
ment afterwards,  fome  perfons,  out  of  curiofity,  or 
perhaps  with  an  intention  of  pointing  out  the  means 
of  faving  ourfelves,  placed  a  ladder  againfi:  the  win- 
dow of  our  apartment;  but  they  were  prevented 
from  proceeding,  by  a  cry  of  "  Down!  down! 
they  intend  to  carry  them  arms  ! " 

U        '  Ail 
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All  the  torments  of  a  -devouring  thirft  were  now 
added  to  the  anguifh  we  momentarily  experienced  — 
At  length-,  however,  our  turnkey  Bertrand,  who,  as 
well  as  citizen  Lavaquerie  the  jailor,  had  behaved 
exceedingly  well  daring  the  whole  of  our  confi  le- 
ment,  made  his  appearance,  and  we  obtained  a  flaggoii 
of  water  from  him.  We  drank,  it  with  i'o  much  the 
more  avidity,  as  we  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
fmgle  drop  during  the  lafl  twcnty-fix  hours.  We 
mentioned  this  inftance  of  negligence  to  a  fcderatCy 
who  came  with  other  perfons  to  infpecSt  the  prifon, 
and  who  was  fo  enraged  at  the  circumftance,  that 
after  demanding  the  name  of  the  turnkey,  he  afiured 
us,  that  he  was  going  to  exterminate  him.  He 
would  have  done  fo^  for  he  promifed  it^  and  it  was 
not  until  after  repeated  fupplications  that  we  could 
obtain  his  pardon. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  agitation  of  the  people  be- 
gan to  diminifii,  and  we  heard  feveral  voices  exclaim. 
Pardon  I  Pardon  !  for  thofe  that  remain  !  Thefe 
words  were  applauded,  but  unfortunately  the  ap- 
plaufe  was  feeble.  Notwithftanding  this,  a  gleam  of 
hope  took  pofleffion  of  us  j  and  fome  adlualiy  thought 
their  deliverance  fo  near  at  hand,  that  they  already 
had  their  little  bundles  of  clothes  under  their  arms, 
in  order  to  depart ;  but,  a  (hort  time  afterwards, 
the  cri<?s  of  death  plunged  us  once  more  into  frefb 
artguifli. 

I  had  formed  a  particular  friendfhlp  w^ith  the 

SIEUR    MASSAUBRe', 

who  had  befen  arrefted  for  no  other  reafon  than  be- 

caufe 
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caufvi  he  was  aide'de-ca?np  to  j\'I.  de  B.ifTac.  He 
!iad  fonnerly  exhibited  great  proofs  of  courage,  but 
the  dread  of  aflafTir.ation  now  got  the  better  of  his 
reafon.  He  had  indeed  loft  his  fcnfes  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  being  unable  to  conceal  himfelf'  in  the 
chapel,  he  afcended  the  chimney  of  the  ficrij'ty^  where, 
finding  himfelf  ftopped  by  the  iron  grating,  he  ac- 
'tually  attempted  to  burfl  his  way  tliiough  wlih  his 
head  ! 

THE    SIEUR    EMARD, 

who  on  the  preceding  evening  had  requeued  me  to 
draw  up  his  will,  informed  me  of  the  motives  of 
his  arrefl,  and  I  found  them  (o  unjuft,  that  in  order 
to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  certainty  I  experienced  in 
my  own  mind  relative  to  his  deliverance,  I  pri-fented 
him  v^^ith  a  filver  medal,  bcfeeching  him  at  the  fune 
time  to  -(^eep  and  fliov/  it  to  me,  ten  years  after- 
wards   .  (liould   he   chance  to  read 

this  article,  he  will  remember  his  promife.  If  v/e 
have  not  ft  nee  met,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine,  for  I 
am  ignorant  of  his  place  of  abode,  but  he  well  knows 
where  I  live^ 

At  eleven  o'clock,  ten  perfons  armxcd  v/ith  fabres 
and  piftolo  ordered  us  to  draw  up  in  a  line,- and  then 
conducted  us  to  the  fecond  v/icket,  near  where  th« 
tribunal,  by  whom  we  were  to  be  tried,  held  its  fit- 
ti[igs.  I  apprrached,  v/ith  fome  precaution,  one  of 
the  fentinels  who  guarded  u?,  and  began,  by  little 
and  little,  to  enter  into  converfation  with  him.  He 
informed  me,  in  a  dialed  that  made  me  guefs  him 
cither  to  be  a  Prcv£n^al  or  Languedocian^  that  he 
U  2  had 
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had  fcrved  eight  years  in  the  regiment  de  Lysnnutu 
On  thir,  I  fpokc  Patois^  which  fccmcd  to  give  him 
plcafiirc  ;  and  the  intercft  which  I  now  had  to  gain  his 
eilecm  furniflied  me  with  a  Gafcon  eloquence,  fo  pcr- 
fuafive  in  its  operation,  that  I  appeared  to  have  ac- 
quired his  favour.  In  fhort,  I  lucceeded  fo  far,  as- 
to  procure  admiiTion  from  him  into  the  redoubtable 
apartment,  where  the  prifoners  v/ere  examined.  I  wit- 
nefied  the  prccefs  of  two,  one  of  whom  was  purveyor 
of  provlfions  to  the  King,  and  who,  being  accufed  of 
participating  in  the  plot  of  the  icth  of  Augud,  was 
condemned  and  executed.  Tiie  other,  who  wept,  and 
uttered  only  a  few  words  interjnir.gled  with  fighs, 
was  already  undreiTed,  and  on  the  eve  of  being  fcnt 
to  La  Fcrce^  when  he  was  recognifed  by  a  fa'adefman 
of  Paris,  wiio  attefled  that  he  had  been  miftak^n  for 
another. 

What  I  had  ((ztn  enabled  me  to  m.ake  up  my  mind 
as  to  the  nature  of  my  defence;  I  therefore  retired, 
and  requeued  my  Provencal  to  procure  me  a  glafs 
of  wine,  which  he  foon  after  brought  into  the  chapel, 
whither  we  were  all  re-condu6^ed. 

<^  Here!"  cried  he  on  his  entrance,  "  is  a  whole 
bottle — drink — to  your  health — I  can  orily  remain  a 
moment  with  you^  but  remember  v/hat  I  fay:  If 
you  are  a  pried,  or  a  confpiratcr  of  the  cadle  oi  HI. 
Veto*y  tremble  ;  but  if  you  be  not  a  traitor,  and 
cTo  not  appear  to  be  afraid,  1  will  anfv/er  for  your 
life." 


»  Louis  XVI. 

<^  Ah! 
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"  Ah  !  my  friend,  I  am  fuie  enough  that  I  (hall 
not  be  accufed  of  this  ;  but  I  am  confidered  as  being 
a  little  of  an  arijiocrate,'" 

"  That  is  nothing;  the  judges  know  very  welt 
that  there  are  honeft  people  of  all  parties.  The  pre- 
fident  is  a  good  man,  and  not  a  fool." 

*'  Be  fo  kind  as  to  dcfire  the  judges  to  hear  me;  I 
do  not  afk  for  mora." 

"  You  fhall  be  heard — I  muft  return  to  my  poft— ^ 

embrace  me 1  wifh  you  well.     Adieu  !" 

One  muft  have  been  m  the  Abhaye  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1792,  in  order  to  feel  the  influence  which- 
this  converfation  had  on  my  mind,  and  how  much  it 
re-animated  me. 

.  Towards  midnight  the  unnatural  noife,.  which  had. 
not  been  difcontinued  during  thirty-fix  hours,  begaa 
now  to  flackcn.  We  Imagined  that  the  judges  and' 
the  executive  power  *  were  overcom.e  with  fatigue^ 
and  that  when  they  had  taken  fome  repofe,  we  fhould 
be  carried  before  them.  We  were  accordingly  em- 
ployed in  making  our  beds,  when  another  proclama- 
tion was  made,  which  v/as  generally  hifled,  Sooa 
after  this,  a  man  demanded  to  fpeak  to  the  people,> 
and  we  heard  him  very  diftin£tly  fay, — ^'  The  priefts 
and  confpirators,  who  xtVii2!\vi^)x2N^  gre  aft  d  the  palm  s- 
of  the  judge i^  and  that  is  the  reafon  why  they  do  not 
try  any  more!" 

Scarcely  had  he  ut.tered  thefe.  words,  when  it  ap-- 
peared  as  if  he  had  been  knocked  down. 

*  The  KjiJ-iRs  wei-e  fo  c4ls4i5 

U3  Th^ 
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The  nolfe  augmented  every  inftarJt,  and  the  fer- 
mentation was  at  its  height,  when  they  carme  in 
fearch  of 

M.    DEFONTAJN'E, 

formerly  gi'irde  du  c&rpi\  whofe  (hrieks  we  heard 
foon  after.  In  a  few  minutes  more,  they  fnatched 
from  our  arms  two  of  our  new  companions,  which 
made  me  imagine  that  m.y  own  fate  w?.s  approaching; 
At  length,  on  Tuefday^  at  one  o'clock  of  the  mor?!^ 
ing^  having  experienced  an  agony  of  thirty-feveir 
liours,  to  which  even  death  itfelf  cannot  be  compared ; 
after  having  a  thoufand  ?.nd  a  thoufand  times  emptied" 
the  chalice  of  defpair^  the  door  of  the  prifon  opens — ■ 
1  am  afkcd  for,  and  make  my  appearance.  Three- 
men  feize  and  drag  me  into  the  frightful  court.  By 
the  light  of  two  torches^  I  perceive  this  terrifcrle  tri- 
bunal, that  was  to  confer  life  or  death.  The  Pre- 
sident, in  a  grey  coat,  with  a  f.bre  by  his  fide,  was 
Jfeaning  againft  a  table,  on  which,  v/ere  paper,  ink," 
pipes,  and  a  few  bottles.  Thi^  table  was  furrounded' 
by  ten  perfons,  who  were  either  fitting  or  ftanding  ;• 
two  of  them  were  in  jackets  and  aprons;  fome 
©thers  were  afleep,  with  their  bodies  extended' along 
the  benches. — Two  men,  whofe  ihirts  were  ftained' 
with  blood,  guarded  the  door  of  the-  apartment; 
an  old  turnkey  had  his  hand'  on  the  bolt;  Imme- 
diately oppofite  to  the  prefident  were  three  men, 
who  had  hold  of  a  prifoner,  of  about  fixty  years  of 
age. 

I  was  placed  in  a  corner;  thofe  who  guarJedi  me, 

leaned  their  fjtbres  acroft  my  breaf^i'  and  intimated^ 

^   '  that 
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that  if  I  made  the  leaft  motion  to  efcape,  they  would* 
poniard  mc,  I  was  now  looking  around  for  my 
Proven fal,  when  I  beheld  tv/o  national  guards  pre- 
fent  to  the  pixfident  a  written  demand  of  the  fciSlion 
of  Croix-Rouge^  in  favour  of  the  perfon  then  before 
him.  He  faid  in  reply,  "  that  fuch  requefts  were 
ulelefs  in  refpecl  to  traitors."  On  this  the  prifoner 
exclaimed, — ^^  This  is  truly  frightful ;  your  judg« 
ment  is  an  aflaffination  1"    The  prefident  rejoined— • 

"  My  hands  are  clean  j  conducl  Al.  Maille *  " 

No  fooner  v/ere  thefe  words  pronounced,  than  he 
was  thruft  into  the  ft:  eet,  and  I  beheld  him  killed;,^ 
through  the  bars  of  tlie  grate. 

The  prefident  having  apparently  regiftered  the 
nam.e  of  the  ujifortuiiate,  then  called  out,  ''Another  I'* 
On  this  I  was  immediately  dragged  towards  the  up- 
per end  of  this  expeditious  and  bloody  tribunal,  irr 
prefence  of  which  the  beft  protection  was  to  have 
none,  and  where  all  the  refources  of  human  wit  were 
ufelefs,  if  not  founded  on  truth.  Two  of  my 
guards  held  my  hands  j  the  third  feized  the.  collar 
of  my  coat. 

ne  prefident,     "  Your  name  and  profefllon  ?'* 

One  of  the  judges,  "  The  fmalleft  untruth  will 
Tuin  you.'' 

'-  I  am  called  Jourgniac  St,  Meard;  I  have  ferved 
during  twenty-five  years  as  an  officer,,  and  f  appear 
before  your  tribunal   with  the  afTurance  of  a   man 

c  

>- —  "  — • 

*  *'  1  thought  1  could  perceive  that  the  prelident  pronourcecj. 
this  fentcnce  contrary  to  his  own  inclinations.  Several  k'Mai  had 
now  enurfd,  and  occafioned  much  fermenution." 

who 
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who  has  nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  with,  and  whey 
confequently  ftands  not  In  need  of  a  he.'* 

The  prefident  havh^.g  examined  the  fcroll  of  prl* 
foners,  as  well  as  the  accufations,  handed  them  to 
the  other  judges.  After  -which  he  faid,  "  Do  you. 
know  the  motives  of  your  arreft  ?'* 

"  YeSj  Monfieur  le  Prefident ;  ind  when  I  con- 
fider  the  falfity  of  the  denunciations  againfl:  me,  I 
am  lure  that  the  committee  of  vigilance  of  the  com- 
mune  would  never  have  caufed  me  to  have  been  Im- 
prifoned,  had  it  not  been  for  thofe  precautions  which 
the  fafety  of  the  people  render  necefTary.  I  am  ac- 
cufed  of  being  Editor  of  the  Anti-feui ilant  ]o\]irn?Ay 
entitled  De  la  Cour  et  de  la  Vtlle,  T\\^  jTritth  isy 
that  this  is  a  faljehood.  It  is  one  of  the  name  of 
Gautier,  who  is  the  editor,  and  whofe  perfon  has 
fo  little  refemblance  to  mine,  that  the  miflake  can- 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  malice;  and  if  I  could 

but  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket [I  here  made  an 

ufelefs  motion,  as  if  to  pull  out  my  pocket-book  ;  a 
judge  perceiving  it,  defired  I  might  be  allowed  that 
liberty.  On  this,  I  placed  on  the  table  the  attefta* 
tions  of  feveral  merchants,  proprietors  of  houfes 
■where  he  had  lived,  &c.  all  of  which  demonftrated  that 
he  was  condu-ftor  and  fole  proprietor  of  this  journal.  J. 

One  of  the  judges,  "  But  there  is  no  fmoke 
without  fire ;  it  is  neceiTary  to  difcover  why  you. 
(hould  be  accufed  of  this." 

^^  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  this  journal  was  a 
Icind  of  trunk,  in  which  all  the  calembours^  epigrams^ 
&.C.  either  originating  ia  Parh  or  the  eighty-three 

deparU 
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cfepartmejits,  were  depofited.  I  might  eafily  afiert 
here,  that  I  never  wrote  a  Tingle  line  for  it,  as  no 
manufcript  of  mine  can  be  produced  againll  me  ; 
but  my  ulual  franknefs  obliges  me,  however,  to  ac- 
knowledge thzit  I  was  induced  by  the  gaiety  of  my 
character  to  fend  fevenil  pleafantries  to  the  Sieur 
Gautier.  Behold,  then,  the  refult  of  this  grand  de», 
nunciation  againft  me,  which  is  as  abfurd,  as  what 
follows  is  monftrous.  I  have  been  accufed  of  re- 
pairing to  the  frontiers,  of  having  enliiled  recruits, 
and  of  having  conduced  them  to  join  the  emigrants. 

' [Here  a  general  munnur  arofe^  which  did  not 

difconcert  me  in  the  leaji ;  on  the  contrary  I  raifed 
my  voice^  and  continued  as  follows  :] 

"  Gentlemen!  Gentlemen!  it  is  my  turn  to 
fpcakj  I  befeech  M.  le  Preftdent  to  fupport  my 
claim;  never  was  it  fo  neceflary  I  fhould  be  heard  as 
on  the  prefent  occafion." 

[All  the  judges,  on  this,  fell  a  laughing,  and  cried 
out, — ^^  He  is  in  the  right*    Silence  !''j 

''  The  perfon  who  denounced  me  is  a  monfter; 
and  I  am  about  to  demonftrate  this  truth,  to  judges 
whom  the  people  would  not  have  chofen^  had  they  not 
deemed  them  capable  of  difcerning  the  innocent  from 
the  guilty. — Here  are  certificates  which  prove  that  I 
have  not  left  Paris  during  the  laft  twenty-three 
months.  Here  al fo  are  three  declarations  from  the 
owners  of  the  houfes  where  I  have  lived  during  tbat 
period,  which  atteft  the  fame." — (They  were  now 
bufily  occupied  in  examining  the  papers.^  when  wa 
were  interrupted  by  the  arrival' of  a  prifoner^  who 

was. 
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njuas  put  into  my  place,  t?nmediately  in  froJit  of  the 
preftdent,  Thofe  ivho  brought  h'lm  cbfervcd,  that  it 
was  another  pried,  whom  they  had  taken  from  his 
lurking-hole  in  the  chapel.  After  a  very  Jbort  in- 
terrogatory, he  was  ordered  to  La  Vcrce,  On  this 
he  threw  hi:  breviary  on  the  tableland  was  dragged 
4iut  of  the  wicket,  and  maffacred.) 

I  then  once  more  made,  my  appearance  before  the 
tribunal. 

One  of  the  judges.  "  I  V'lll  not  fay  that  thefe 
certificates  are  falfes  but  who  is  to  prove  that  they 
are  true  ?" 

"  Let  me  be  conducted  to  a  dungeon,  until  com- 
miffieners  fhall  have  verified  their  validity.  If  they 
be  falfe,  I  merit  death." 

Another  of  the  judges,  who  during  my  interroga^ 
tory  feemed  to  intereft  himfef  in  ?ny  favour,  zvhofe 
features  are  deeply  engraven  on  my  heart,  whom  I 
tuould  embrace,  could  I  but  fee  him,  in  order  to  tef* 
tify  my  gratitude,  here  ohferved,  in  rather  a  low 
tone  of  voice,  "  That  a  guilty  perfon  never  fpoke 
with  fo  much  afTurance.'^ 

J  third  judge,  "  To  v^^hat  feftion  do  you  be- 
long, and  v/ith  whom  did  you  lodge  ?" 

"  That  of  the  Halle  au  ble,  at  M.  Teyilier's, 
Hue  Croix  des  Petits-Cbamps.'^ 

y^  national  guard,  not  of  the  number  of  the  judges* 
*'  1  know  him  well ;  we  have  had  dealino-s  t02:ether 
frequently,  and  I  can  tell  inflantly  if  this  certificate 
be  of  his  hand-writing, 

[After  looking  at  it,  he  continues] 

«  Gen. 
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*'  Gentlemen,  I  certify  that  this  is  the  fignatiii-e 

cf  citizen  Teyflier." 

I  could  have  leaped  on  the  neck  of  this  tutelary 

angel;  but  I  contented  myfelf  with  faying, — "  Now 

that  the  teftimony  of  this  brave  man  has  demonftrated 

the  falfehood  of  an  accufation  that  might  have  occa- 

fioned  my  death,  what  idea  can  you  entertain  of  him 

who  denounced  me?" 

^he  judge   who  feemed  to   Intereji  himfelf  in  ?ny 

behalf,     "  He  muft  be  a  rogue,  and  were  he  here, 

he  fhould  be  infiantly  punifhed." 

Another  cf  the  judges,     "  It  is  evident  that  you 

are  not  the  Doer  of  this  journal;  but  you  do  not  fay 
a  word  as  to  the  arifocratical  propoftions  maintained 

by    you   among    the    bookfellers    in    the    Palais^ 
Royal?'' 

"  Why  fhould  I  omit  any  thing  ?  I  have  not  he- 
fitated  to  tell  what  I  have  written;  fliall  I  be  afraid 
then  to  acknowledge  what  I  have  faid,  and  even 
what  I  have  thought  ?  I  always  advifed  obedience 
to  the  laws,  and  exhibited  an  example  of  it.  I  ac- 
knowledge alfo,  that  I  took  advantage  of  the  per- 
miffion  held  out  by  the  conjUtutto7j^  to  remark  that 
I  did  not  deem  it  perfect,  becaufe  I  thought  I  per- 
ceived that  it  placed  us  all  in  a  falfe  pofition.  If  it 
was  a  crime  to  have  faid  fo  then,  the  conftitutioii 
itfelf  was  nothing  better  than  a  fnare^  and  the  per- 
miiTion  it  gave  me,  to  mention  its  faults,  was  a  mere 
trap.- — I  have  alfo  faid,  that  nearly  all  the  Nobles  of 
ihe  conllituent  aflembly,  who  appeared  to  be  fucb 

zealous 
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%ealous  patriots^  laboured  infinitely  more  to  fatlsfy 
their  intereft  and  ambition,  than  for  the  good  of  their 
country;  and  when  all  Paris  v/^s  fafcinated  with 
their  patriotifm,  I  obferved — They  Deceive  Tou,-^ 
And  now  let  me  afk  you,  Gentlemen,  is  not  my.  opt* 
nion  of  t}yem  ju/lified  by  the  event?  I  have  often 
blamed,  likewife,  the  cowardly  and  clumfy  manoeu- 
vres of  certain  perfonages,  who  were  only  for  the 
€onJlitution.^  nothing  hut  the  conflltutiony  the  whole 
£onJiituthn, 

"  I  had  long  anticipated  a  great  cataflrophe,  the 
necefTary  refult  of  that  conftitution,  revifed  by  ego- 
tifls,  who  (like  thofe  of  whom  I  have  already  made 
mention)  only  laboured  for  themfelves,  and  the  in- 
triguers who  defended  them..  DiJJimulatioyiy  cupi- 
dity^ and  poltroonery^  were  the  attributes  of  thefe 
<juacks.  Fanaticifm^  intrepidity^  and  franknefs^ 
formed  the  charadter  of  their  enemies. — There  w^s 
Jittle  occafion  for  a  pair  of  fpedlacles  to  perceive  that 
they  would  carry  their  point.'* 

\^The  attention  with  which  I  zvas  liftened  tOy  and 
which,  to  tell  the  truth,  was  more  than  I  expe6led, 
£ncouras,edme^  and  I  was  about  to  urge  a  thoufand 
reafons  vjhich  induced  ?ne  to  prefer  a  republican  t9 
the  conjtitutional  government^  when  the  turnkey  en^ 
tered  with  an  affrighted  look^  on  purpofe  to  intimate 
that  a  prifoner  was  endeavouring  to  efcape  through 
c  chimney.  The  prefident  ordered  fome  piftcls  to  he 
fired  at  him^  and  faidy  that  if  he  got  off^^  the  jailor 
Jhohld  anfwer  with  his  head*  It  was  the  unfortunate 
3  Mas- 


LAZARE.  22* 

Massaubre',  ivho  fell  down^  nearly  filfled^  on  fomt 
Jlravj  being  lighted  below.     He  was  then  carried 
tut  and  executed.^ 

" No  one,  Gentlemen,  was  more  anxious 

than  myfelf  for  the  reform  of  abufes. — Look  at  the 
pamphlets  compofed  by  me,  before,  and  during  the 
fitting  of  the  States-General.  I  always  thought  that 
we  went  too  far  for  a  limited  corjjfituiion^  and  not 
far  enough  for  a  repiihlick,  I  am  neither  'Jaczbin^ 
nor  Feuillant,  1  do  not  love  the  principles  of  the 
former,  although  far  more  confiftent  and  frank  than 
thofe  of  the  latter,  whom  I  fhail  ever  dctcfl,  until 
they  have  proved  that  they  are  not  the  caufe  of  all 
the   evils  which  we  have  experienced.     At  length 

we  have  got  rid  of  them !'* 

A  judge^  with  an  air  of  impatience,  "  You  al- 
ways tell  us,  that  you  are  neither  this,  nor  that:  what 
5 re  you  then  ?" 

"  l^wai  in  truth  a  royalift." 

[Here  a  general  murmwr  enfued^  ivhich  was  mi- 
raculo7!jly  appeafed  by  the  jiidge  who  appeared  to  in^ 
tereji  himfelf  in  my  behalf^  and  who  faid  word  for 
:.vord  as  follows :"] 

"  It  is  not  to  give  judgment  on  opinions,  but  on 
-:^e  refult  of  them,  that  vi-e  fit  hereV* 

Scarcely  had  theie  words  been  pronounced,  when  I 
exclaimed, — "  I  have  in  truth  been  a  Royalijf^  but 
I  v/as  never  paid  for  being  fo.  I  was  a  Rcyaliji^  be- 
caufe  I  conceived  a  monarchical  government  moi?- 

*  "If  the  united  geniufes  of  RoulTeau  and  Voltaire  had  plead,:!? 
rey  caufe,  fould  tUey  liavs  fpoken  more  to  the  purpofe  ?*' 

X  benttinr^ 
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befitting  to  my  native  country  ;  becaufe  I  loved  tre 
king  truly,  and  on  his  own  account.  I preferved 
ih'is  fcntimcnt  //z  my  heart  until  the  lOth  of  Auguji, 

[The  murmur  that  now  arofe  had  a -more  flatter ' 
ing  found  than  the  former^  and  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  good  opinion  that  feemed  to  have  been  conceived 
of  me^  I  added"] 

"  I  have  never  heard  of  any  plots,  but  what  I 
learned  from  the  publick  indignation.  Whenever  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  afllft  any  man,  I  never  afked 
what  v/ere  his  principles the  patriotick  jour- 
nals will  confirm  all  that  I  have  faid.  I  have  always 
been  beloved  by  the  peafants  on  my  lordihip,  and, 
inftead  of  burning,  they  were  all  eager  to  protect  my 
caflle.  I  can  add,  that  not  a  fmgle  foldier  of  the  re- 
giment du  Roi^y  in  which  J  ferved  twenty-five 
years,  had  ever  any  caufe  to  complain  of  me.'' 

One  of  the  judges,  "  I  fhali  foon  fee  whether  yoia 
belonged  to  that  regiment.  Did  you  know  M. 
Moreau?" 

"  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  two  of  that  name:  one  very 
tall,  very  fat,  and  very  reafonable ;  the  other  very 
little,  very  thin,  and  (pointing  to  my  head)  very 
foolifh." 

The  fame  judge.  *'  I  perceive  you  have  known 
him." 

\One  of  the  doors  %vas  now  opened^  and  M, 
MarguCj  ci-devant  major^  formerly  my  brother  officer 
in   the  regiment  du  Roi,  and  my  companion   in  the 

*  "  Here  one  of  the  judges  trod  on  my  toes,  but  I  proceeded  ne- 
vertlitlefs." 

cha?nber 
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chamber  of  the  Abbaye,  entered^   efcorted  by   three 
men^  in   order  to  be  tried  as  fcon  as  I  was  dijpofed 

"  After  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Nancy ^  I  repaired 
to  Paris,  where  I  have  remained  ever  fince.  I  v/as 
arref{:ed  in  my  own  apartment,  twelve  days  fmce,  and 
was  fo  little  afraid  of  being  made  a  prifoner,  that  I 
walked  out  daily  as  uflial.  No  feals  were  affixed  to 
my  papers,  &c.  becaufb  nothing  fufpicicys  v/as  found 
about  me.  1  was  never  infcribed  in  the  civil  lid. — - 
I  never  figned  any  petition. — I  never  carried  on  any 
reprehenfible  correfpondence.  During  my  abode  in 
the  capital  I  have  followed  the  natural  gaiety  of 
my  character,  which,  in  conformity  with  my  prin- 
ciples, v/ould  never  permit  me  ferioujly  to  engage  in 
publick  affairs.  The  fincerity  of  there  conferiions 
muft  convince  you  that  I  am  n£)t  a  dangerous  man — 
and  I  now  hope  you  v/ill  be  fo  good  as  to  grant  mc 
that  liberty  to  which  I  am  no  lefs  attached  by  necef- 
fity  than  by  principle." 

The  Prefident^  after  taking  off  his  hat^faid^ — "  I 
do  not  perceive  any  thing  tending  to  render  Monfieur 
fufpecSledi  I  am  for  granting  him  his  liberty. — Is  this 
your  opinion  ?" 

All  the  judges,  "  Yes  !  yes  !  It  is  but  what  is 
juft." 

Scarcely  were  thefe  divine  words  uttered,  v/hen 
every  one  in  the  tribunal  embraced  me.  I  heard  fe- 
veral  perfons  above  me  applaud  the  fentence,  and 
cry  out  Bravo  I  On  lifting  my  eyes,  I  perceived 
feveral  heads  crowded  about  an  air-hole  in  the  cham- 
X2  ber, 
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ber,  whence  proceeded  the  buzzing  found  t  had  be* 
ibre  noticed. 

The  Prefident  now  ftile6led  three  perforiS  to  form 
a  deputation,  in  oider  to  announce  to  the  people  the 
fentencc  that  had  been  pronounced.  During  the 
proclamation,  I  demanded  of  the  judges  a  copy  of 
the  judgment:  they  promifed  to  grant  it.  The 
Prefident  afked  why  I  did  not  wear  the  crofs  of 
Sajn't  Louis,  zvhich  he  kneiv  I  had  received?  On 
this  I  told  him  that  I  had  been  requeued  by  my  fellow 
p!  ifoners  to  leave  it  off.  He  repliedj  that  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  not  hr.ving  as  yet  prohibited  the 
v/earing  of  it,  it  appeared  fufpicious  to  conceal  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  three  deputies  returned,  and 
de fired  me  to  he  covered  ^  they  then  conducted  me 
out  of  the  wicket.     7'he  moment  I  arrived  in  the 

flreet,  one  of  them  exclaimed, — "  Hats  off! 

Ciii-Lens^  behold  him  for  whom  your  judges  demand 
"uld  and  a fjiftance  }'''-— 'ihziz  words  were  no  focner 
prono'imced,  than  the  Executive  Power  Fifted  me  up, 
and  fetting  me  in  the  middle  of  four  torches,  I  was 
embraced  by  the  fjrrounding  multitude.  All  the 
fpeflators  then  cried  out-,  Vive  la  Nation  !  Thefe 
hono'urs,  with  v/hich  I  was  m.uch  afPetSted,  placed 
nie'undert'he  fafeguard  of  the  people,  who,  amidft 
loud  and  reiterated  plaudits,  allov/ed  me  to  pafs 
through  them,  follovv^cd  by  the  three  deputies  v/hom 
the  preTident  had  charged  to  condu(5l  me  fafe  home. 
' — One  of  them  told  me,  that  he  was  a  ftone-mafon, 
belonging  to  the  Fauxhourg  St.  Germain  j  the^other 
was  a  journeyman  wrg-makerj  born  at  Bourges ;  the 

third, 
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third,  who  was  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  the  national 
guard,  faid,  he  was  a  federate.  The  ftone-mafon 
afked  me  if  I  was  afraid  ?  and  defired  me  to  have  no 
apprchenfions  ;  "  for,  as  I  was  under  the  prote6tioa 
of  the  people,  it  would  be  inftant  death  to  molefb 
me."  "  I  was  glad,"  added  he,  "  when  you  were 
acquitted  i  for  I  foon  perceived  that  you  were  not  one 
of  the  caterpillars  of  the  civil  Ujl'* 

When  we  had  reached  the  fireet  St,  Benolt^  we 
got  into  a  hackney-coach,  which  flopped  at  my  lodg- 
ings. Th^  firfl  movement  on  the  part  of  my  hoft— 
of  my  friend,^  on  feeing  me  return,  v/as  to  offer  his 
purfe  to  my  condui^ors,  who  refufed  it,  and  added  li- 
terally as  foll6vvs: — JVe  do  not  follovj  this  trade  for 
money  /  Here  is  your  friend',  he  has  promifed  us  a 
glafs  of  brandy  ;  we  /hall  drink  ity  and  then  return 
to  our  i)of}. 

They  demanded  a  certificate,  that  they  had 
conducted  me  home  without  any  accident,  I  then 
accompanied  into  the  ftreet,  and  embraced  them  rrtift 
cordially. 

After  a  few  hours  fleep,  I  took  a  walk  in  the  gar- 
den of  citizen  Egalite,  that  very  day,  and  I  could 
perceive  many  perfons  rubbing  their  eyes,  af  if  to 
difcover  if  it  was  really  me.  I  was  embraced  eveH 
by  ftrangers  y  in  fhort,  it  was  a  feilival  to  me. 

In  a  few  days  after  my  liberation,  I  deemed  it  ne- 

cefTcuy  to   publilh  this  account;  and  the  principal 

reafon  that  induced  me  to  it  is  to  exhibit  proofs,  tha* 

if  the  people  are  impetuous  and  irrefiftible  when  they 

X  3  deem 
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deem  themfelves  betrayed,  one  ought  iiot  on  this 
account  to  defpair  of  their  juftice." 

BUREAU    DE    PUZY, 

Formerly  confined  by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and 
until  lately  languifhing  in  a  dungeon  at  Olmutz,  by 
command  of  the  emperour,  like  La  Fayette,  was 
originally  arrefted  on  a  neutral  territor)^,  iu  exprefs 
conti'avention  of  the  laws  of  nations, 

Defcended  from  an  ancient  and  noble  family,  he 
entered  at  an.  early  period  of  life  into  the  corps  of 
engineers,  and  although  appertaining  to  the  privi" 
leged  orders,  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  an  ardent 
and  fmcere  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  In 
confequerice  of  this,  added  to  his  famJly  interefl,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  legiflature,  filled  the  prefi- 
dent's  chair,  three  different  times,  and  In  that  fitua- 
tion,  a£^ually  received  and  adminiftered  the  firfl  con- 
flitutional  oath. 

By  the  Gonftituent  afiembly,  he  was  chofen  to  ex- 
ecute the  grand  plan  of  the  departmental  diviflon, 
.which  he  himfelf  had  fir  ft  conceived  of  France,  and 
in  1792,  we  find  him  adiing  as  a  general  officer  un- 
der his  friend,  La  Fayette,  with  whom  he  was  after- 
>fards  confined.  Such  was  the  mercy  of  defpotifm, 
that  they  were  not  permitted  to  behold  each  oth^'s 
fufferings,  being  carefully  feparated  by  ftone  walls, 
jnafly  bolts,  and  iion  wi'^kcts  ! 
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Their  companion  In  misfortune,  and  their  Com- 
mon friend,  would  have  rifen  to  a  higher  rank  In  the 
army,  had  not  his  preferment  been  (topped  by  his 
principles.  He  alfo  was  a  deputy  to  the  conftituent 
afTembly,  and  dlftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  love  of 
liberty.  Without  being  tried  by  any  court  of  law, 
found  guilty  of  any  crime  before  any  tribunal,  or 
even  accufed  of  any  ofrence,  this  brave  man  was 
immerfed  within  the  walls  of  a  dungeon,  excluded 
frem  the  converfe  of  mankind,  and  deprived  of  the 
comfort  and  confolation  of  a  wife,  and  fix  children 
who  adore  him.  His  friend  Bureau  de  Puzy,  was 
in  like  manner  fecluded  from  his  wife  and  child, 
while  to  augment  the  horrour  of  the  picture,  Ma- 
dame La  Fayette,  and  her  two  daughters  were  fhut 
up  in  the  f\me  filthy  cell,  with  their  hufband  and 
father,  to  whofe  miferles  they  IncefTantly  added,  by 
the  hourly  exhibition  of  their  own.  O  defpotifm  ! 
it  is  ignorance  alone  that  can  pronounce  thy  name 
without  a  paroxyfin  of  rage  I 

The  families  of  La  Fayette,  and  Maubourg,  before 
united  in  fi-iendfhlp,  may  now  be  faid  to  be  united  in 
love,  a  marriage  having  juft  taken  place  between  a 
fon  of  the  one,  and  a  daughter  of  the  other,  in  the 
"vicinity  of  Altona,  where  they  have  remained  ever 
fince  their  deliverance  from  an  unmerited  cap- 
tivity, 

M.  MA* 
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This  gentleman,  if  not  a  native  of,  was  at  leaft  a 
confiderable  planter  in  the  French  Weft-India Iflands. 
He  was,  however,  educated  in  Europe,  and  mull 
be  allowed  to  poflefs  extraordinary  talents,  and  con- 
fiderable learning. 

Happening  to  be  in  St.  Domingo,  at  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  he  was  ele61:ed  one  of  the  deputies  for 
the  colony.  That  ifland  fo  lately  a  prey  to  war  and 
mafTacres,  is  the  fecond  in  point  of  fize,  but  it  was 
the  firfl:  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  refpe6l  to  produce 
and  cultivation.  Before  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war,  the  riches  and  luxury  of  the  inhabitants  afto- 
riflied  the  European.  Living  in  a  ftate  of  Afiatick 
fplendour,  the  proprietors  of  the  fugar-wcrks,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cape,  might  be  faid  to  rival 
the  nabobs  of  Bengal.  Their  wealth  procured  them 
all  that  a  capricious  fancy  could  long  for  j  and  their 
power  on  their  own  eftates,  was  fuperiour  to  that  of 
an  oriental  baftiaw,  in  his  government.  Like  all 
the  great  men  in  fouthern  climates,  they  afteded 
to  keep  their  harams.  The  negro,  famboe,  mullatto, 
quadr«on,  and  meftize,.  were  ready  either  to  folicit 
their  languid  appetites,  or  fatiate  their  fiery  paHions, 
The  barbarous  but  lively  mufick  of  Africa,  the  fine 
flavoured  fruits  produced  between  the  tropicks,  the 
delicious  wines  of  France,  and  the  myftick  mazes  of 
the  dance  formed  by  their  compliant  female  attend- , 
ants,  of  a  thoufand  yaried  hues,  made  the  manlion- 

houfe 
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houfe  of  the  ftave-owner,  refemble  a  Mahomcdanpar^ 

diie. 

Far  difFerent  were  the  other  portions  of  the  fcene, 
A  long  line  of  negroes,  with  drivers  at  certain  ftatetl 
^iftances  brandifhed  their  knotted  fcourges,  and 
opened  the  bleeding  mufcles  with  each  infikSled 
wound.  Tv/o  or  three  pallid  men,  withering  in  the 
fun,  that  fcorched  them  into  fu ry^  felt  their  paffiQ:is 
fublimed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  now  urged 
to  unremitting  labour,  and  now  called  for  freili  pu- 
nifhment. 

At  the  mill,  you  might  behold  a  few  mutilated 
females  feeding  the  rollers  with  frefh  canes  to  the 
extreme  danger  of  their  yet  remaining  members  ;  at 
the  ftill-houfe,  was  not  unfrequcntly  to  be  feen,  an 
unhappy  wretch,  who  had  fled  from  llavery  into  the 
woods — from  man  to  nature — chained  to  the  eternal 
fire ;  while  after  the  labours  of  the  day,  the  field 
flaves  retired  not  to  reft,  but  to  new  exertions  in 
the  boiling-houfe,  carrying  a  load  of  accurfed  fugar- 
eane  on  their  fcarified  backs  I 

In  fuch  a  flate  of  fociety  as  this,  v/here  the  plan- 
ter can  turn  defpot  wnth  impunity,  and  force  thou- 
fands  of  men  with  a  darker  complexion  than  his 
own  to  endure  every  thing  fhort  of  death  ;  it- 
need  occafion  but  little  v/onder,  that  the  found  of //- 
herty  {hould  be  dreadful. 

The  French  revolution  accordingly  found  the 
planters  in  general,  ftern  and  inflexible  royalifts. 
The  fubjec^  of  the  prefent  notice,  is  exprefsly  of  this 
defcription,  for  he  feems  to  doubt  whether  freedom 
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be  a  ble/Ting  t©  be  cbtained,  or  a  curfe  to  be  depre-* 
cated.  But  as  ke  is  an  honeH:  and  able  man,  not- 
Avithftanding  his  prejudice?,  he  confeffes,  that  it  is 
unjuft  to  keep  the  negroes  in  a  flate  of  bondage  *, 
and  yet  he  a£lually  attempts  to  demonftratc  the 
neceffity  of  it:  as  if  juftice.were  to  give  way  to 
policy  f . 

"  I  curfe,  as  well  as  you  do,"  fays  he  "  the  firft  man 
who  m.ade  a  beaft  of  burden  of  his  equal ;  let  tlie 
planter  learn,  that  flavery  is  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  nature!  Let  him  confider  it  not  as  a  right,  but  as 
a  neceflary  evil,  of  which  we  are  obliged  fome 
time  longer  to  put  up  with  the  inconveniences, 
as  the  puniflim.ent  for  the  barbarity  and  avarice  of 
our  progenitors." 

M.  Malouet  was  an  able  fupporter  of  monarchy, 
in  the  National  Aflembly,  and  is  allowed  on  all  fides 
to  have  been  an  eloquent  and  accomplifhed  fpeaker. 
He,  hov/ever,  at  length  deemed  it  prudent  to  emi- 
grate, and  he  has  taken  refuge  in  this  country,  where 
he  occafionally  commits  his  ideas  to  the  prefs.  His 
lafl  publication  is  entitled,  "  Examen  de  cette  quef- 


*  ^^  A  Cieu  n:  p-cife  que  j'e'rlge  aujjt  en  ^rincipe  en  drc'it  imprs- 
fcnpubhy  I'' efc lavage  des  nrgres  /*' 

t  **  y*?  maucHs  comme  vous  le  prcmhr  homms  qui  ft  de  Jon  Jemlla- 
ble  un  bite  de  foKimey  ^t." 

"  S^ue  le  plant eur  Ame'rica'm  apprenne  de  tcute  pArte  que  l\fcla'vage 
efl  en  effet  la  v'.olation  du  droit  mturel !  qtiil  le  confiderey  non  comme 
un  droit,  m.m  comme  vn  mal  ne'cejjuite  dont  ncm  devom  fubir  encore 
quelquei  tempi,  les  inconve'niens  comiv.e  la  peine  dc  In  i^f baric  &?  dc  U 
(upidite'  u:  rss  per  a!*'' 

'     tion : 
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fhn  :  ^uel  /era  pour  Us  Colonies  de  r Amerique  le 
Refiiltat  de  la  Revolution  Fran^oife^  de  la  Guerre 
qui  en  eji  la  fuite^  ^  de  la  Palx  qui  doit  la  termi- 
ner P"  He  wiflies  in  this  pamphlet  to  prevent  the 
poiTibility  of  emancipation  on  the  part  of  the  ne- 
groes, and  for  that  purpofe,  he  recommends  it  to  the 
belh'gerent  powers,  to  leave  all  internal  regulations 
to  the  colonifts  themfelves  !  He  allows,  however, 
that  negro  fiavery  feems  to  become  unpopular  every 
where,  and  he  hints  in  more  than  one  paflage,  that 
Europe  will  foon  be  fupplied  with  fugars,  folely  from 
Bengal. 

M.  Malouet's  plantation  in  St.  Domingo,  has 
been  deilroyed  during  the  troubles,  and  his  friends  are 
afraid  left  a  late  failure  in  the  city  fhou Id  have  ftraiten- 
ed  his  circumftances  *. 

MADAME  DU  BARRY.  * 

The  fate  of  a  royal  miftrefs,  however  melancholy 
the  cataftrophe  may  be,  is  feldom  bewailed  by  the 
people,  and  this  was  precifely  the  cafe,  in  refpe6l  to 
this  lady,  v.'hofe  execution  had  been  long  ago  pre- 
didted  by  Demorande,  and  accomplifhed  in  a  manner, 
that  neither  the  victim  nor  the  prophet  could  have 
ever  dreamed  of. 

Madame  du  Barry,  rendered  a  beauty  by  the  hand 


*  '^  Je  n'a'ucu  d' autre  hypotbe^iit  a  ofrlr  a  la  tnatfon  Muilmann 
f«tf  men  hahltat'.on  di'vafie'e  au  powvolr  des  republicainei ,  ^  le  feccurs 
fue  'fen  ai  rt^u  dcpuh  quatrt  am  r^ont  tu  d'autves  hrms  ^ue  cel/es  ^ue 
fy  ai  tn'ifti  moi-mime.''* 

of 
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of  nature,  created  a  countefs  by  the  command  of 
Louis  XV.  and  elevated  by  accident  from  a  brothel 
to  a  partnerfhtp  i^  the  throne,  affords  one  of  the 
many  cxampls?  of  folly  and  profligacy,  that  produced 
and  indeed,  juftified  the  French  revolution. 

Her  origin  was  obfcure,  but  in  the  days  of  her 
glory,  fhe  found  means  to  claim  a  relationfhip  with 
feme  of  the  firft  families  in  Ireland,  and  a^tuallj 
conferred  employments  on  two  or  three  noble  foldi€rs 
of  fortune,  from  that  country,  v/hom  fhe  called  her 
couf.ns^  and  who  deemed  themfelves  amply  compen- 
fated  for  the  difgrace,  by  regiments  and  crolx  de  St, 
Louis, 

The  favourite,  conducted  herfelf  in  a  m.anner,  that 
at  once  demonftrated  her  own  infolence,  the  king's 
folly,  and  the  courtiers'  fervility.  Her  leve  was  at- 
tended by  all  that  was  great,  or  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  by  all  that  was  mean  in  France,  On  rifmg  one 
morning  from  bed,  in  prefence  of  the  monarch,  and 
his  dilTipated  companions,  fhe  ordered  the  Pope-s 
nuncio  to  hand  her  one  flipper,  while  the  grand 
almoner  (an  archbifhop)  put  on  the  other  I  each 
deeming  himfelf  highly  honoured  by  the  employ- 
ment; and  fully  recompenced.v/iththe  tranfitory  view 
of  her  charms. 

The  chancellor  of  France,  at  her  requefl,  figned 
a  patent,  conflituting  her  negro,  governor  of  the 
c,aflle  of  Lucienne,  with  a  penfion  of  fix  hundred 
livres  a  year.  The  princes  of  the  blood,  were  treat- 
ed by  her,  fometimes  with  infolence,  and  at  other 
ttnaes  with  a  vulgar  familiarity.  When  the  late 
5  duk« 
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duke  of  Orleans'  father,  foliclted  her  interell  rela- 
tive to  his  marriage  with  Madame  de  MontefTon, 
fhe  tapped  him  on  the  bdly  (he  was  a  fat  man), 
cracked  a  joke  on  his  perfon,  permitted  him  to  con- 
funimate  the  nuptials,  and  engaged  to  take  all  the 
confequences  upon  herfelf.  The  late  queen  (Marie 
Antoinette),  while  dauphinefs,  was  at  laft  obliged 
to  entertain,  and  even  pay  court  regularly  to  her. 
She  ifTued  bcnsy  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  monarch, 
and  drew  on  the  royal  treafury,  to  whatever  amount 
fhe  pleafsd,  without  the  intervention  of  the  royal 
fignet.  In  (hort,  her  toilet  was  of  gold,  her  jewels 
were  fuperiour  to  thofe  of  any  princefs  in  Europe 
(our  own  moft  gracious  queen's  only  excepted),  and 
her  villa,  or  as  it  was  termed  her  pavilion^  at  Lu- 
cienne,  v/as  furniflied  at  a,n  expence  equal  to  a  Ger- 
man fubfidy. 

So  powerful  was  her  intereii,  that  the  death  of 
Louis  XV,  and  the  indignation  of  the  people,  nei- 
ther produced  feclufion  nor  reftitution. 

At  the  revolution,  this  lady,  who,  according  to 
the  Parifians, — always  fond  of  indemnifying  them- 
felves  for  their  flavery  by  a  pun, — had  rifen  from  an 
Ecu  to  a  Louis^  very  naturally  took  part  with  a 
court,  to  which  fhe  was  attatched,  both  by  vanity 
and  gratitude.  He  vaft  wealth,  however,  and  her 
penchant  for  a  nobleman  of  high  rank,  prevented  her 
from  emigrating,  and  adding  to  the  number  of  the 
nohlejfe  who  aflembled  at  Coblentz. 

Soon  after  the  king's  execution,  fhe  repaired  to 
this  country,  and  might  have  found  an  afylum  here, 

Y  but 
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but  fl'iC  v/as  naturail}^  of  an  intriguing  dlfpofition, 
and  inflantly  commenced  a  negociation  for  the  ref- 
toration  of  the  monarchy. 

Her  charms  made  no  impreflion  on  Mr.  Pitt,  but 
his  zeal,  if  not  his  perfon,  attracfted  her  warmeft  re- 
gards. She  always  fpoke  of  him  with  raptures,  con- 
lidered  him  as  the  prote6lor  of  the  exiled  princes, 
and  actually  returned  to  France  with  his  miniature 
pi6fu7'e  attached  by  a  gold  chain  to  her  neck— '.hat 
once  lovely  neck,  fo  foon  to  be  fevered  by  the  un- 
pitying  guillotine  ! 

Caligula  made  his  horfe  Ccnful — Madame  du  Barry 
created  her  black  page  a  governor,  zrA  aclually  bar- 
tered a  croix  de  St.  Louis  for  a  paroquet.  The 
philofopher  fcarcely  knows  which  moft  to  defpife  : 
the  Romans  of  one  age,  or  the  French  of  another  ! 

SARIN 

Was  cne  of  the  municipal  officers  of  Paris,  and 
appertained  to  that  powerful  body,  at  a  time  "It  regu- 
lated the  deftiny  of  the  whole  empire. 

In  1793,  the  capital  was  menaced  with  the  dread- 
ful fcourge  of  famine,  and  if  v/e  are  to  believe  fome 
fpeculatlve  men,  this  originated  in  a  populicide  con- 
fpiracy,  on  the  part  of  the  then  exifting  government. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  with  more  zeal  than  truth, 
that  the  Committee  of  Publick  Safety,  Garat,  the 
minifter  of  the  home  department,  and  Pache  the 
mayor,  were  all  either  adlors  or  accomphces  in  this 
infernal  plot  !  Be   this  as  it  may,  (o  far  is  certain, 

that 
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ihut  Garin,  who  had  become  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Subfifteiice,  imagining  that  an  infarhou^ 
coaliiion  exifteJ,  which  counttrra£led  all  his  ende;.- 
vcurs,  determined  to  denounce  the  authors  of  it. 
On  this  the  forty-eight  fe6lions  nominated  a  fptcial 
commifiion,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the  facts,  and 
Eaboeuf  the  fecretary  of  the  committee,  having  laid 
a  report  before  them,  they  took  him,  Garin  and  liis 
colleague  Favaniie,  under  their  fpecial  proteclion. 

The  Ccm.miitce  of  Piiblick  Safety,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  dilFolved  the  commifiion  5  Garin  was  llrip-* 
ped  of  his  office  and  arrefled  ;  he  was  not,  however, 
fent  to  prifon,  but  remained  during  ten  months  con- 
fined in  his  houfe,  with  three  keepers. 

He  was  one  of  the  fev/  members  of  the  Co?nrnu?ie^ 
who  did  not  participate  in  the  confpiracy  of  the  9th 
Thcrmidor.  On  the  contrary,  he  repaired  with  his 
guards  to  the  Champs -E!)':ees^  to"  comlxit,  with  his 
accuHc-med  energy,  the  fadlion  of  Robefjoierre.  Some 
tim.e  after  this,  he  obtained  his  lib':rty ,  but  he  fcM 
fick  the  day  after,  and  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  week. 

Occupied  in  favour  of  liberty  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  revolution,  he  had  not  only  neglected, 
but  ruined  h;s  fortune,  and  died  poor.  His  family, 
confequently,  is  in  want,  and  depends  ^ol^Xy  on  thtj 
bounty  of  the  republick. 

MADAME    DE    SILLERY. 

The  lady  now  known  by  this  name,  and  formerly  by 
-thofe  of  Madame  de  Brulart,  and  Aladame  de  Genlis, 
has  diftinguifiied  herfelf  in  the  republick  of  letters. 
Y2  At 
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At  211  early  period  of  her  ]'fe^  fhe  entered  into 
the  ferv'ce  of  the  family  of  Orleans,  and  poflefTed 
g  ert  influence  over  the  duke,  rntil  he  turned  polifi- 
r/V/,'7,  a  fituation  he  was  but  little  calculated  for, 
either  by  nature  or  educ^ition/  On  his  million  to 
P^nglnnd,  which  has  ftill  fomething  >^pcc  yphal  in  It, 
{tie  excufcd  his  departure,  In  a  note,  v/hich  the 
r.miable  and  refpeflablc  duclieC^,  his  unfortunate  con- 
tort, tranfinitted  to  all  the  journals.  She  alfo  ad- 
vifcd  him  againft  accepting  the  regency  ;  and  he 
being  like  Mr.  Burke's  friend.  Lord  Kepple,  no 
great  chr/:^  (he  arranged  the  letter,  announcing  his 
refiifi:.!. 

Having  fuccceded  at  the  ccmmencement  of  the  re- 
volution to  a  large  fortune,  fhe  gave  in  her  refignatioa 
as  gouver72a?ite^  but  afrerv/ards  accompanied  x^nQ 
of  her  female  pupik  to  England,  vi'hich  occafioned 
her  to  be  included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants.  She 
was  afterwards  decreed  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  on 
iccount  of  her  fuppofed  connection  with  Dumcu- 
riez  J  but,  on  the  contrary,  fhe  had  given  that  ge- 
neral .great  oiTence,  by  declaring  it  as  her  opinion, 
that  France^  after  overturning  the  monarchy,  was 
bcund  in  honour  to  maintain  the  republick. 

Madame  de  Sillery,  who  had  lived  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  D'Alembert,  and  all  the  great  men 
of  France,  during  her  own  time,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  drav/n  up  tlie  cekbrated  paper,  publifhed  in 
the  nam.e  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  entitled,  ^*  Ca- 
hiers  a  fes  commetans^''  which  gave  a  wonderful 
impulfion   to   the   publick   mind,   and    ferved   as  a 

model 
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model  to  moft  of  thofe  printed  anterior  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ftates-general.  She,  however,  denies  this 
now,  as  fhe  did  at  that  time  to  Madame  de  '-^oulHers; 
and  it  is  thought  to  be  the  production  of  his  friend 
La  CIos  ;  a  man  more  celtbrated  for  his  talents  than 
his  morals.  To  the  honour  of  this  lady,  flie  was  al- 
ways ready  to  patronize  men  of  genius,  and  to  her  w^as 
left  the  direction  of  fuch  fums  as  the  duke  of  Orleans 
chofe  to  confer  on  thofe  who  fuftained  the  honour  qf 
French  literature.  She  alfo  procured  a  penfion  from 
M.  de  Calonne,  for  an  author  whom  fhe  had  never 
feen,  but  whofe  productions  fhe  was  charmed  with. 

After  having  married  one  of  her  pupils  (the  accom- 
plifhed  Pamela)  to  the  brave  and  unfortunate  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  placed  another  under  the  pro- 
te£l'.on  of  her  own  family,  fhe  retired  to  and  now 
refides  in  the  King  of  Denmark's  German  domini- 
ons, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Altona,  with  her  niece, 
who  is  married  to  M.  de  Valence. 

Madame  de  Sillery  complains  bitterly  of  the  arts 
that  have  been  recurred  to  in  order  to  calumniate  her; 
and,  with  a  view  to  obviate  all  fufpicion,  fhe  has  pub- 
lifhed  a  hiftory  of  her  life,  fmce  the  important  epoch 
of  the  revolution,  in  which  fhe  endeavours  to  refcue 
her  character  from  the  afperfions  of  ignorance  and 
malevolence.  She  tells  us,  that  after  having  confe- 
crated  twenty-five  years  to  the  education  of  her  chil- 
dren and  her  pupils,  fhe  at  lafl  enjoys  that  retirement 
after  which  her  heart  had  always  panted.  She  has  been 
accufed  of  a  turn  for  intrigue ;  but  is  th'S  likely,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  fhe  never  folicited  a  favour  from 

Y3  tb« 
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the  court,  and  never  once  waited  on  a  minifler ;  that 
fhe  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  her  time  in  the  du- 
ties of  inftruclion  ;  fhut  herfelf  up  in  a  convent,  and 
never  gave  or  received  an  entertainment  during  thir- 
teen years  ? 

She  had  early  forefeen  that  the  views  of  the  court, 
the  diforder  of  the  finances,  and  the  general  difcon- 
tent,  were  likely  to  produce  an  Inteftine  commotion. 
In  order  to  avoid  its  effeds,  {he  had  determined  to 
repair  to  Nice  with  her  pupils;  but  this  refolution 
gave  fuch  a  flab  to  the  frail.and  fatal  popularity  of 
the  houfe  of  OrUans^  that  the  fchenie  was  abandoned. 
Madame  dc  SiUery  however  obtained  the  promife  of 
being  permitted  to  repair  to  England  as  foon  as  the. 
conftitution  ftiould  be  finifhcd.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Duke  himfelf  went  thither  fuddenly,and  without 
giving  her  any  previous  notice  ;  a  circumftance  un- 
expected rather  than  aflonifhing,  as  fince  his  father's 
death  he  had  v/ithdrawn  his  confidence  entirely  from 
her^snd  conferred  it  on  M.  de  la  Cios  and  Mr.  Shee. 
No  fooner  had  he  returned  from  London,  th^n  (he  re- 
tired into  the  bofom  of  her  own  family;  but,  on  re- 
ceiving intelligence  that  MademoifeileD 'Orleans  was 
illjihe  inflantly  fet  off  for  Paris,  refumed  her  former 
fituation,  and  repaired  with  that  young  lady  to  Eng- 
land in  October  179 1.  After  remaining  fome  time 
at  Balh,  they  vifited  Bury,  where  ihe  firft  heard  of 
the^ixecrable  mafiacres  of  the  2d  and  3d  September. 

Haying  been  at  length  driven  from  their  pleafant 
fituation  in  Suirolk,  by  the  anonymous  letters  and 
menaces  of  the  emigrants,  they  repaired  to  London, 
IJere  ?gain  they  were  alarmed  on  their  arrival,  by 

the 
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the  horn-boys  of  an  evening  paper,  who  bawled  about 
the  ftreets  "  An  account  of  the  fecret  conference  be- 
tween Madame  Geniis  and  M,  de  Calonne*  !  " 

Previoully  to  their  return  to  France,  they  fpent  a 
month  at  the  hofpitable  manfion  f  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
to  whofe  diftinguifhed  talents,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Mr.  Fox,  (he  pays  many  compliments. 

On  their  arrival  at  Calais,  they  found  themfelves 
included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants,  and  after  a  few  days 
refidence  at  Paris,  were  obliged  to  retire  to  Flanders, 
until  their  names  fhould  be  erafed  from  the  fatal  ca- 
talogue ! 

Here  Gen,  Dumouriez  fliewed  them  fome  civi- 
lities, but  no  participation  in  his  confpiracy  enfued. 
— Soon  after  he  had  raifed  the  ftandard  of  rebellion, 
Madame  de  Sillery  was  forced  to  remove  from  Tou»- 
nay  to  Mons,  where  fne  endeavoured  to  remain  con- 
cealed from  her  family,  left  they  fhould  be  implicated 
in  her  fuppofed  guiit.  With  this  view  fhe  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  her  beloved  daughter,  then  <^ 
Paris : 

"  My  dear  child, 

•^  The  revolt  of  M.  Dumouriez  has  forced  rae  to 
fly.  Being  unable  to  re-enter  France,  I  am  about  to 
repair  to  a  foreign  but  neutral  country,  to  wait  my 
recall.  I  (ball  be  no  more  an  emigrant  there,  than  I 
was  at  Tournay  ;  however,  my  dear  child,  I  prohibit 

*  She  dreaded  left  this  ridiculous  report;  during  tlKie  tij-ne*  of 
jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  ftiould  expofe  her  to  the  refeiitiiient  of  the 
ruling  party. 

+  At  Iflcworth. 

Z  you 
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you  from  writing  to  me,  if  you  fhould  accidentally 
difcover  the  place  of  my  retreat.  Be  perfe6lly  tran- 
quil refpedting  my  circumftances;  I  pofTefs  all  the 
refources  necefTary  to  my  prefent  fituation,  and  I 
iland  in  no  need  of  afliftance  of  any  kind. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  and  tender  friend !  my  heart  fhall 
always  be  with  you,  and  I  fhall  conftantly  offer  up  my 
vows  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  my  country,- * 

Soon  after  this,  the  female  travellers  made  all  pof- 
fible  hafte  through  Germany,  and  arrived  in  Swit- 
zerland, having  been  furnifhed  with  pafiports  by  the 
once  celebrated  Gen.  Mack, 

Switzerland  was  hoftile  to  the  French  republick, 
at  this  time,  from  a  variety  of  caufes.  The  nation 
had  withdrawn  her  fubfidies,  fent  back  the  mer- 
cenary foldiers,  and  evinced  fome  degree  of  indigna- 
tion at  the  marked  protection  given  to  the  emigrants. 
Such  of  the  cantons,  too,  as  had  fuhjert  countries^ 
were  alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  a  revolution,  which 
threatened  the  annihilation  of  all  defpotifm,  whether 
monarchical  or  oligarchical.  '''^^^' 

The  family  of  Orleans  had  a<Sled  too  confpicuous 
a  part  in  the  late  commotions  to  experience  much 
refpedt  there;  it  was  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  they 
would  find  fecurity.  This  was  not  the  cafe;  ^^ 
the  magiflrates  of  Zurich  interdicted  their  refiden6e 
within  that  city.  At  Zug,  in  confequence  of  the 
influence  and  the  malice  of  the  emigrants,  joined  to 
the  interference  of  the  canton  of  Berne,  they  proved 
equally  unfiiccefsful.  Gen.  Montefqureu,  however, 
although  th\-n   a  fugitive   himfelf,  exerted  his  in- 

tereft 


MADAME    DE    SILLERY.  2^$ 

tcreft  {o  effeilually,  that  he  procured  their  recep- 
tion into  the  convent  of  St.  Claire,  at  a  little  diftance 
from  Bumgarten. 

M.    DE    CHARTRES*, 

ddeft  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  here  joined, 
but  foon  left  them,  in  ortler  to  make  the  tour  of  the 
cantons  on  foot:  he  had  already  traverfed  ^//Ger- 
many in  the  fame  manner. 

"  How  often  have  I  felicitated  myfelf  fmce  his 
misfortunes,"  fays  Mr.dame  de  Sillery,  "  on  the  edu- 
cation 1  beftowed  on  him  !  on  the  lucky  circumftance 
of  caufmg  him  to  be  taught  the  principal  modern 
languages;  on  accuftoming  him  to  wait  on  himfelf, 
to  defpife  idlenefs,  to  fieep  on  a  wooden  board  covered 
with  a  piece  of  cloth,  to  brave  the  fun,  the  rain,  and 
the  cold;  to  accaftom. himfelf  to  fatigue  by  means  of 
violent  exercifes,  and  journies  of  four  or  five  leagues 
daily;  in  fhort,  at  having  inf|^i.red  him  with  a  tafte 
for  travelling.  ^I^dodI  5 

'*  He  has  loft  allhe  owed  to  the  chances  of  birth 
and  fortune,  and  nothing, iiciw.,-f)2m^iis  butiiWiJat^ite 
has  received  from  me  I  .  ►■«.  p,,?^-,r^  i^  .rn,«A  ^r^T    . 


*  M.  ixE  Chartres  ferved  with  great  reputation  in  tlie  army 
of  the  Republick,  and  diftinguiftted  himfelf  particularly  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Jenaappe.  He  had  been  introduced  by  his  father  to  the  Jacobia 
fociety,  of  which  he  became  a  member;  was  ardent  and  zealous  in 
behalf  of  the  fyflem  of  reprefentative  government,  and  entertained 
the  meft  enthufiaftick  principles  concerning  the  rights  of  the  people, 
the  equality  of  mankind,  and  the  dangers  of  monarchy. 

After  earning  his  livelihood  in  an  honourable  and  moft  exemplar/ 
manner  as  a  teacher  in  one  ©f  the  Svvifs  colleges,  he  is  faid  to  have 
repaired  to  America. 

Z  2  On 
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On  the  8th  of  March  1796,  hearing  that  there 
was  a  party  in  France  attached  to  him,  and  a  nume- 
rous body  of  his  adherents  in  foreign  countries,  who 
wifhed  to  place  him  on  the  throne,  Madarne  deS. 
(ent  him  a  letter,  from  which  the  follpwing  paffages 
are  tranfcribed: 

"  You  afpire  to  royalty  !  you  wilh  to '"become  aH 
Vfurper  !^'  exclaims  fhe,  "  in  order  to  abolifh  a  re- 
puhlick  which  you  yourfelf  have  acknowledged,,  'and 
for  which  you  have  fought  valiantly !  and  at  v/hat  a 
period  !  when  France  becomes  organized,  when  the 
government  is  eftabliihed,  when  it  appears  to  be 
founded  on  ihe  folid  bafis  of  morality  and  juftice  [— 
What  degree  of  confidence  can  France  place  in  a 
con/tituitonal  king^  twenty-three  years  old,  %nom 
fh^  behsld  but  two  years  before  an  ardent  republican, 
and  the  moft  enthufiaflick  partifan  of  equality  ? — 
Might  not  fuch  a  king,  as  w^ell  as  any  other,  infen- 
fibly  aboliih  the  conftitution,  and  become  defpotick? 
According  to  generally- received  ideas,  the  interval, 
is  lefs  diftant  betv/cen  any  kind  of  royalty  and  6.%{^ 
potifm,  than  between  a  democraticlc  goverminiqnt 
anJthemoft  limited,  royalty?"  '  ■'  .         •.    -  • 

In  the  mein  time  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  moft 
illuflrious,  and,  perhaps  alfo,  the  moft  wealthy  houfe 
in  Europe,  was  reduced  to  a  fituation  bordering  on,  - 
extreme  poverty.     The  Duke  of  ivlodena,  on  telng 
applied  to,  excufed  himfelf  from  receiving  Mademoi-^ 
felle  d'Orleans,  on  account  of  political  motives,  and_ 
contented    himfelf  with  tranfmitting  180 /w^/i  «^'^ 
for  the  rel'ef  of  the  neceffitles  of  his  niece^l-  '^'    >  --'^ 
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At  length  the  Princefs  de  Conti  confented  to  take 
the  young  lady  under  her  prote6lion;  on  this,  after 
many  tender  adieus  on  both  fides,  Madame  de  Geniis 
left  Sv/itzerland,  re-enteied  Germany,  defcended  the 
Rhine  in  a  boat  to  Cologne,  and,  travelling  in  a  pri- 
vate carriage  to  Utretcht,  remained  there  for  fome 
weeks.  She  then  fet  out  from  Oud-Naarden,  in 
company  with  a  trader,  in  a  kind  of  ftage-waggon, 
half  full  of  merchandlfe,  where,  however,  fhe  found 
means  to  fleep  infinitely  better  than  (he  had  ever 
been  able  to  do,  in  thofe  gilded  vehicles  fo  improperly 
termed  dormeufes.  At  Ofnaburgh,  fhe  hired  a  ca- 
briolet, arrived  at  Hamburgh  in  July  1794,  and  pro- 
ceeding dire6xly  to  Altona,  lived  eight  months  in  a 
retired  manner,  afTuming  a  feigned  name,  that  fhe 
might  avoid  notice,  and  be  allowed  to  purfue  her  li- 
terary occupations  in  tranquillity. 

She  then  hired  a  farm  in  Danifti  Holilein,  about 
five  leagues  from  Hamburgh,  where  fhe  has  re- 
fided  ever  Tjnce  with  her  niece  Madame  Valence, 
and  that  lady's  hufband*. 

Madame  de  Sillery,  notwithflanding  her  repeated 
folicitations,  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  her  name 
erafed  from  the  lift  of  emigrants.  She  is  extremely 
defirous  of  returning  into  her  native  country,  fully 
determined  to  refpe6l  the  nezu  order  of  things^  as 
fhe  deems  it  criminal  to  oppofe  herfelf  to  the  wifh  of 
a  whole  nation  \  but  whatever  may  occur,  fhe  is  re- 

*  Gen.  Valence,  who,  after  diftinguilhing  himfelf  by  his  extraor- 
dinary prowefs,  firft  joined  in  Dumouriez's  revolt,  and  then  enfii-. 
grated  along  with  him, 

2  3  folvcd 
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folved  to  continue  a  French  citizen,  even  in  a  foreign 
land,  if  fhe  cannot  be  one  within  the  circuit  of  the 
republ^ck. 

"  No  pecuniary  intereft  induces  me,"  fays  ihe, 
"  to  return  to  my  native  country ;  I  poflefs  no 
perfonal  fortune,  and  I  can  only  claim  a  dowry, 
the  very  recolledlion  of  which  ftrjkes  ^me^^-wkh 
horrour.  -cn'j'^i  e/^  ei-^rfw 

tu  1*'  My  fole  motive  is  to  obtain  that  juftice  which 
is  my  due,  and  once  more  embrace  my  daughter, 
my  grandchildren  and  friends,  whom  heaven  has 
iliil  preferved  to  me.  I  fhould  alfo  wifh  to  repair  to 
Alarfeilles,  to  offer  the  fuccour  of  a  truly  maternal 
tendernefs  to  my  innocent  and  unfortunate  pupife. 
But  if  I  be  rcfufed  this  requeft,  I  (hall  bear  my 
llrange  deiliny  with  refignation.  I  have  fulfilled  my 
dutiesj  I  have  at  length  obtained  an  honourable 
afylum^  and  I  fhall  find  in  my  own  confcience,  and 
in  the  efteem  of  thofe  I  love,  all  theconfolation 
which  1  myfelf  require/'  uon  sup 

■''*•'! o'--'  ;-,•.•::■   yb  ^-r^mDViforn  23[  Jvi^'\ 

C.  A.  BRULART  DE  SILLERT, 


:Vvi  The  hu(band  of  the  former,  was  born  at  Paris  in 
'"I756,  and  known  before  the  revolution  by  the  title  of 
Count  de  Genlis.  He  was  a  man  of  great  courage, 
wit,  and  talents ;  he  had  ferved  in  the  marine  in  In- 
dia, and  was  covered  with  wounds,  received  in  the 
fervice.  When  only  twenty  years  of  age,  he  obtained 
,,  the  croix  de  Sf,  LouisySov  a  brilliant  a6lion  achieved 
\>y  him. 

He 


C.  A.  B.  DE  SILLERY.  259 

He  was  nominated  a  member  both  of  the  confti- 
tuent  ailembly  and  the  national  conventloo,  i«  the 
latter  of  which  he  fat  as  a  deputy  from  the  depart- 
ment of  La  Somme. 

He  and  his  wife  feem  to  have  been  very  cool  in 
their  attachment  to  each  other,  for  at  the  age  of 
thirty  fhe  ftiut  herfelf  up  in  a  convent  at;  Bellechajj}^ 
where  fhe  feems  to  have  confined  herfelf  during  thir- 
''*een  years.  They,  however,  wrote  to  Jeach.  other  in 
the  tendereji  7nanner  pojftble^  and  on  her  return  from 
England,  he  repaired  to  Calais,  to  attend  her  to  the 
capi  tal . 

i^r.  He  voted  againfl  the  death  of  Lcuis,  and  on  this 

-^ccafion  tranfmitted  the  following  letter  to  Madame 

de  Genlis,  who  was  then  abroad,  being  confidered  as 

an  emigrant :  .;rw  y^niiiab  agnsiil 

ji .  "  Je  vous   envoye  mon  opinion  imprimee,  vous 

Lvierrez  qu'en  opinant  pour  la  reciufion  jufqu'a  lapaiy^ 

?JEjdis/fcanchement,et  qu'il  ne  merite  point  la  mort,ct 

que  nous  n'avons  point  le  droit  de  k  juger,  &c.     J'ai 

fuivi  les  mouvemens  de  ma  confcience,  fachant  tres- 

bien  que  c^tte  opinion  enoncee  fi  nettement  eft  i'ar- 

ret  de  ma  mort." 

nl    On  being  requefted  by  his  wife  to  emigrate,  be 

Icanfwered  in  the  true  ftile  and   fpirit,o£., a, gallant 

.•^efficer^  ^Qu'il  ne  dererterGit'jamai$i'*90  ?B  tarr^f/ 

Hewas  itmprifoned  *  for  fom^  time,  then  included 

*  "  Sillery  entered  into  a  regular  commerci.ii  r.egociation  for  nis 

r.jiterty,  and  the  bargain  was  at  length  fe  led  with  a'prefent  of  't\vo 

hundred  bottles  of  his  champagne.  However,  notwithftatidihg/tliis, 

>T'  he 
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in  the  profcription  of  the  deputies  of  the  Gironde^ 
and  executed  on  the  31  ft  of  Od^ober  1793,  in  the 
37  th  year  of  his  age. 

M.    ROLAND, 

MINISTER    or    THE    HOME    DEPARTMENT. 

Amidft  the  excefles  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment, it  may  have  been  difficult  to  appreciate  the 
great  men  who  appeared  fucceflively  on  the  political 
ftage.  The  panegyricks  of  interefted  individuals, 
the  denunciations  of  perfonal  enemies,  the  clamours 
of  difappointed  fadlion,  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
party, — all  tend  to  throw  a  cloud  around  the  judg- 
ment, and  render  even  the  pureft  chara£ler  equivocal. 

The  days  of  terrour  and  delufion  are,  however, 
now  paft  ;  the  profcriptions  of  the  modern  Syllas 
and  Mariufes  are  at  an  end;  Robespierre,  Marat, 
and  St.  Just,  have  been  punifhedj  and,  alas!  Ro- 
land himfelf  is  no  more  I 

At  the  reprefentation  of  one  of  the  tragedies  of 
.^fchylus,   the  Athenian  people,   aflenibled  in   the 


he  did  not  procure  his  entire  liberation,  but  was  confined  at  the 
Luxembourg  lefs  rigoroufly  than  before,  and  allowed  to  converf* 
with  whomfoever  he  pleafed. 

"  Two  or  three  women  of  bad  fame,  dependent  on  fome  of  the 
members  of  the  committees  of  public  fafety  and  general  furety,  formed 
a  kind  of  ccmmercial  fociety,  and  f\ipulated  the  price  to  be  paid 
either  for  the  deliverance  or  gentl*  ufage  of  every  remarkable  citizen. 
The  Cordeliers  at  this  time  attempted  to  demonftrate  the  necefllty 
of  making  away  v.!th  fufpedled  perfons,  and  punifliments  were  de- 
nounced agiinA  thofc  /^ho  ^poke  unfavourably  of  the  npafTacres  (Jf 
Scpttmtcr.'"  Madame  lioLfid's  ^/Ical. 

public 
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publick  theatre,  on  the  repetition  of  a  fentence  in  com- 
mendation of  moral  goodnefs,  inftantly  fixed  their 
eyes  on  the  fon  of  Lyfimachus.  Perhaps  poftcrity, 
while  perufing  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  times,  may 
burft  out  into  commendations  at  the  name  of  the 
modern  Ariflldcs* 

Roland,  known  before  the  revolution  by  the  de- 
fig  aatipn^oif,,JVI.  Roland  de  la  Platiere^  was  a  native 
of  the  South  of  France,  having  been  born  at  U  Clos 
la  Flatilre^  four  leagues  from  Villefranche,  in  1 732. 
His  family,  whicliv/as  ancient,  poflefled  a  fief,  and, 
having  attained  confiderable  eminence  in  the  law, 
was  ronfidered  as  appertaining  to  what  was  then 
termed  NohUfJe  de  la  robe  *. 

:„V  .....  He 


•"  This  circuiTiftance  was  recurred  to>  as  a  reproach  againft  Rc- 
land,  by  the  Mountain  party,  wlien  they  wi/hed  to  render  hhn  un- 
popular. It  was  alfo  confidered  as  a  crime,  that  letters  of  nohiilty 
had  been  folicited  for  hini  in  17S4. 

"  On  a  reproche  a  Roland  d'avoir  foUicIte  des  lettres  de  nobleHV  j 
voici   la  'verite.     Sa  famille  en  avoit  les  privileges  depuis  pluf:eurs 
fieeks,  par  charges,  mais  qui  nc  les  tranfmettoient  point ;  et  par 
I'opulence  qui  en  foutient  toutts  les  marques,  an-aoires,  ghapelj^^.j 
livree,  fief,  &c. 

*'  L'opulence  difparut;  elle  fut  fuivie  d'une  mediocrite  honncte, 
€t  Roland  avoit  la  perfpedlive  de  finir  fes  jours  dans  un  domaine,  le 
feul  qui  refta  a  fa  famille,  et  qui  appawient  encore  a  fon  aine  j  ii 
crut  avoir  droit,  par  fon  travail,  aaffurer  a  fes  defcendans  un  avan- 
tage  dont  fes  anteurs  avoient  joui,  et  qu'il  auroit  dedaigne  d'acheter. 
II  prefente  fes  litres  en  confequence,  pour  obtenir  des  lettres  de.  re- 
connoifTancc  de  nobleHeou  d'annobliirement.  C  etoit  au  commence- 
ment de  1784;  je  ne  fais  quel  eft  rhomme  qui,  a  cctte  epoque,  et 
dans  fa  fituatlon,  eut  cru  contraire  a  fagefle  d'en  faii-e  autant.     Je 

vins 
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He  was  the  younger  of  five  brothers,  and  as  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  patrimonial  fortune  had  been  dif- 
fipated,  it  was  intended  to  get  rid  of,  by  placing  him 
in  the  church.  This  he  obje6led  to,  as  not  fuiting 
his  difpofition,  and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  left  the 
paternal  manfion,  and  went  to  Nantes,  with  a  view 
of  failing  to  the  Indies. 

The  weak  ftate  of  his  lungs,  accompanied  wiih  a 
fpitting  of  blood,  prevented  the  execution  of  this  pro- 
jecSl;  he  therefore  repaired  to  Rouen,  v/here  his  re- 
lation M,  Godinot,  an  infpeclor  of  manufadluresy 
propofed  to  him  to  follow  this  branch  of  adminiflration. 
-~He  complied  with  the  invitation,  and  foon  diflin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  indudry^  adlivity,  and,  above 
all,  by  his  difmtereftednefs^  In  confequence  of  his 
extraordinary  merits,  he  was  employed  by  govern- 
ment, and  received  an  appointment,  Vvhich,  if  not 
commenfuratc  with  his  merits,  at  leail:  fiipplied  all 
his  wants,  and  fatisfied  his  ambition.  His  chief  de- 
light was  in  fludy ;  he  became  a  man  of  letters  in  his 
youth,  and  was  a  philofopher,  not  only  in  theory  but 
m  practice. 

•  Refiding  at  Amiens,  in  17753  In  his  official  capa- 
city, he  happened  to  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  a  Madame 


vins  a  Paris,  je  vis  bientot  que  les  nouveaux  intendans  du  com- 
merce, jaloux  de  fon  anciennete  dans  une  partie  d'adminiRration 
ou  il  en  favoit  plus  qu'eux,  en  contradidion  avec  fes  opinions  fur 
la  liberie  du  commerce,  qu'il  defendoit  avec  vigueur,  en  lui  donnant 
les  atteftations  requifes  de  fes  grands  travaux,  qu'il*  ne  pouvoient 
refufer,  n'y  mettroient  pas  Paccent  qui  fait  rtuffir.  Je  jugeai  qufr 
c'etoit  une  idee  a  laifferdormir,  et  je  ne  pouflai  point  Ics  tentatives.** 

Carmet,, 
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Cannet,  from  whom  he  heard  a  great  deal  about  a 
very  extraordinary  young  Parifian,  called  Mademoifelle 
Phlipon,  the  daughter  of  a  refpedable  artift,  whofe 
picture  he  at  the  fame  time  faw  and  admired.  As  he 
repaired  every  winter  to  the  capital,  he  requefted  a 
letter  of  introdu(5lion  to  the  lady  of  whom  he  had 
heard  fo  much,  and  received  one  *  from  the  hands  of 
Sophia  Cannet,  who  had  lived  for  fome  time  in  the 
fame  convent,  and  carried  on  a  regular  correfpondencc 
with  her. 

On  his  arrival  in  Paris,  he  proceeded  to  her  father's 
houfe,  and  found  her  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  a 
beloved  mother.  Her  afflidions  had  tinted  her  lovely 
countenance  with  a  foft  and  tender  melancholy, 
vvhich  proved  highly  interefting  to  her  philofophical 
vifitor,  who,  notwithftanding  his  admiration  of  the 
ancients,  was  captivated  at  the  fight  of  a  handfome, 
n>odern  French  woman,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  himfelf  at  this  period  appeared  to  be  rather  more 
than  forty,  tail  in  perfon,  negligent  in  his  attitudes, 
and  with  that  kind  of  rufr  about  him,  which  ufually 
accompanies  ftudious  men.  His  manners,  however, 
were  at  once  fimple  and  eafy,  and  without  pofTeiling 
the  elegance  of  high  life,  he  feemed  to  ally  the  po- 

*  "  Cettelettrete  feraremifc,"  m'ecrlvoit  ma  bonne  amie,  **  par 
le  philofophe,  dont  je  t'ai  fait  quelquefois  menrion,  M.  Roland  de  la 
Platieref  homme  eclaire,  de  moeurs  pures,  a  qui  Ton  ne  peut  re- 
procher  que  fa  grande  admiration  pour  les  anciens  aux  depens  del 
modernes  qu'jl  deprife,  et  le  foible  de  trop  aimer  a  parler  de  lui."— 
Ce  portrait  eft  moins  qu'une  ebauche  j  mais  le  trait  fe  trouvoit  jufte 

ct  bien  {aifi. 

^^ptl  a  flm^rt'iale  fo^iutij  far  la  tltoyenne  Rolando 

litenefs 
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litenefs   of  a  man  of  birth  v/ith   the  gravity  of  a 
philofophcr. 

Although  very  thin,  of  a  yellow  complcxicn,  and 
with  a  forehead  already  beginning  to  appear  bald 
yet  his  features  were  regular:. but  in  the  opinion  of 
his  miftrefs  he  feemed  rather  refpediable  than  fe- 
ductng.  In  difcourfe,  his  countenance  evinced  a 
fubtle  kind  of  fmile,  and  he  became  extremely  ani- 
mated when  he  argued  on  any  fubje£t.  His  voice 
was  mafculine,  his  periods  were  fiiort,  and  his  con- 
verfation  full  of  matter,  for  his  head  was  replete  with 
ideas. 

At  that  period  he  had  jufl  returned  from  the  tour 
of  Germany;  in  1  776,  he  made  preparation  for  vifit- 
ing  Italy,  and  as  he  had  by  this  time  conceived  a  great 
regard  for  his  new  acquaintance,  he  depofited  all  his 
manufcripts  in  her  hand,  which  were  to  be  at  her 
difpofal,  if  any  misfortune  fhould  happen  to  him  in 
the  courfe  of  his  journey.  Such  a  confpicuous  mark 
of  efteem  appears  to  have  affeded  her  greatly,  and 
perhaps  laid  the  foundation  of  that  regard  which  af- 
terwards produced  a  clofer  union. 

During  his  abfence,  one  of  his  brothers,  a  bene- 
di6line  prior  of  the  college  of  Clugn)-,  at  Paris,  a 
man  of  talents,  gentle  manners,  and  amiable  charac- 
ter, often  called  on  Mademoifelle  Phlipon,  with 
news  concerning  her  lover,  and  he  read  to  her  his 
cbfervations  on  the  men,  manners,  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  countries  through  which  he  pail'ed ; 
thcfe  were  afterwards  publifhcd. 

On 
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On  his  return,  M.  Roland  repeated  his  vifits,  and 
an  intimate  friendfhip  was  foon  eftabliflied  betv/een 
them  :  hut  when,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  he  prefied 
her  to  marriage,  the  young  lady  at  firfl  declined  enter- 
ing into  that  ftate,  from  the  moft  generous  motives  : 
fhe  imagined  the  union  might  not  be  altogether 
agreeable  to  his  family,  and  fhe  knew  that  it  could 
not  be  advantageous,  for  although  bred  up  in  the  ex- 
peilation  of  a  large  dowery,  an  income  of  five  hun- 
dred livres  a. year,  and  her  wardrobe,  at  this  moment 
conftitutcd  her  fole  fortune.        ^ 

Her  father,  who  was  perhaps  afraid  of  being  qutf- 
tioned  by  a  fon-in-law,  concerning  the  property 
which  he  had  diffipated,  refufed  his  confent  to  the 
union,  after  that  of  his  daughter  had  been  obtained. 
In  confequence  of  this,  fhe  retired  to  a  convent,  and 
M.  Roland,  afFecled,  on  his  return  to  town,  at  feeing 
her  appear  at  the  grate,  infifted  on  her  immediately 
becoming  his  wife,  and  after  obtaining  his  Tuit,  loved 
her  more  and  more,  in  proportion  as  he  became 
better  acquainted  with  her  many  eftimable  quali- 
ties. 

The  firft  year  of  theif  union  Was  fpent  In  Paris, 
whether  Roland  had  been  called  by  the  Intendants  of 
Commerce^  who  wifhed  to  make  new  regulations 
refpecting  manufa6tures;  regulations  which  he  com- 
bated, in  oppofition  to  his  ov/n  private  intereft,  but 
with  all  his  might,  becaufe  founded  on  narrow  no- 
tions, and  hoftile  to  thofe  principles  of  general  li- 
be:  ty,  which  he  wifhed  to  introduce. 

A  a  During 
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During  his  refidcnce  in  the  capital,  he  caufcj 
fome  papers  which  he  had  drawn  up  for  the  academy 
to  be  printed,  and  he  prepared  his  manufcripts  rela- 
tive to  Italy. 

Madame  Roland,  on  this  occafion,  corre6led  the 
proof  fheets,  and  made  out  fair  copies  of  his  intended 
publication,  relative  to  the  South  of  Europe.  She 
at  the  fame  time  went  through  a  courfe  of  natural 
hiftory,  applied  herfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  botany  ;  and 
as  the  health  of  her  hufband  was  very  delicate,  did 
not  fcruple  to  fuperintend  the  management  of  the 
table,  or  even  to  prepare  fuch  difhes  with  her  own 
hand,  as  were  likely  to  agree  with  his  delicate 
ilomach. 

The  next  four  years  were  fpent  at  Amiens,  where 
fhe  became  a  mother  *  and  a  nurfe,  without  ceafing 
to  participate  in  the  literary  labours  of  her  hufband, 
who  was  entrufted  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
New  Encyclopedia.  This  happy  couple  never 
quitted  their  ftudy,  but  in  order  to  vifit  the  neigh- 
bouring country ;  during  thofe  folitary  ran:ibles, 
Madame  Pvcland  made  an  herbal  of  the  plants  of 
Picardy,  and  a  tafte  for  aquatick  botany,  produced  a 
little  work  on  that  fubjed  f. 

In  1784,  they  removed  to  the  generality  of  Lyons, 
and  refided  for  fome  time  near  Villefrarxhe,  in  the 
houfe  where  M.  Roland  was   born,  along  with  his 

•  She  never  had  but  one  child — a   lovely  daughter,   whom   fiie 
hcrfclf  fuckled,  and  who  furvWes  her. 
f  L*Art  c'u  -TcurLicr. 

mother 
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mother  and  his  eldeft  brother,  who  was  a  canon. 
Some  domeftick  chagrins  feem  to  have  rendered  their 
{lay  here  rather  difagreeable,  for  Madame  la  Platiere 
was  ill-natured,  and  her  eldeft  fon  afFedled  a  fuperio- 
rity  over  the  youngeft,  which  Vv'as  intolerable  to  a 
man  of  a  bold,  original,  and  independent  mind.  Two 
of  the  winter  months  were  conftantly  fpent  at  Lyons, 
then  confidered  as  one  of  the  firft  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  refort  of  all  the  provincial  nobility. 

In  1784,  they  vifited  England,  and  in  1787  made 
the  tour  of  Germany* 

On  the  death  of  Madame  la  Platiere,  they  refided 

chiefly  at  the  family  manfion,  called,  Le  Clos  la  Pla» 

tiere^  fituated   in  the  parifh  of  Thezee.     The  foil 

does  not   appear   fertile,   but   it   produces   excellent 

fwine,  t.nd  is  the  laft  region  o^  the  vineyards  on  this 

«nde  of  the  high  mountains  of  Beaujolois. 

In  this  fylvan  retreat,  Roland  purfucd  his  literary 
labours  in  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion,  v/hile  his 
amiable  confort  entered  into  all  the  details  of  rural 
economy.  The  neighbouring  peafantry  in  her  found 
a  friend,  during  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  and  (he  became 
the  phyfician  of  the  adjacent  country. 

In  1789,  fhe  fnatched  her  hufband  from  the  rava- 
ges of  a  horrible  malady;  fat  up  fix  days  and  nights 
without  either  fleepirg  or  changing  her  clothes,  ar.d 
nurfed  him  with  uncommon  tendernefs  during  a  con- 
valefcence  of  fix  months. 


•f-  At  this  period  M.  Roland  was  well  known  to  the  prefent  Pre- 
fider.t  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  vifited  frequently  at  his  houfc. 

A  a  2  At 
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At  length  the  period  of  the  revolution  arrived, 
and  this  rerpe61:able  family,  abandoning  domeftick: 
eafe,  prepared  both  to  acl  and  to  fuffer  in  the  caufc 
of  freedom.  The  friends  of  humanity,  the  adorers 
of  liberty,  they  fondly  hoped  that  the  epocb  of  me- 
liorating the  condition  of  the  human  race  was  ar- 
rived ;  and  that  the  miferies  of  the  lower  orders  In 
France,  at  which  they  had  fo  often  wept,  was  al)out 
to  be  done  av/ay.  In  this  difpofitlon  of  mind,  they 
confidered  the  convocation  of  the  ftates-generai  as 
a  happy  augury,  and  hailed  that  great  event  with 
tranfport. 

-  Happening  to  be  at  Lyons  about  this  time,  the 
ooinions  of  Roland  converted  many  of  Kis  former 
friends  into  bitter  enemies.  Habituated  to  the  felfifli 
calculations  of  commerce,  they  could  not  conceive 
how  it  was  possible  to  provoke  and  applaud  thofe 
changes,  by  which  the  inferiour  ciafies  were  alone 
likely  to  prc^fit ! 

The  patriots  of  that  city,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
rejoiced  td  behold  a  man  of  family,  worth,  and  for- 
tune, attached  to  their  interefts,  and  on  the  frrfl 
fcrmation  of  a  municipality  he  was  elefted  one  of  the 
©jTicers.  In  this  ftation  he  foon  diftinguifhed  him- 
fcif  by  his  talents,  and  ftill  more  by  his  inflexible 
integrity.  Thefe  ineftimable  qu;ilities  cccafioned 
him  to"  be  employed  in  an  important  miiTion  to  the 
conftituent  affembiy.  Difcuffions  concerning  com- 
merce at  that  period  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
l.jgiflature,  and  it  w^iS  neccilary  that  the  fecond  city 
in  the  empire,  one  too,  fo  famous  for  its  population, 

opulence, 
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opulence,  and  manufadures,  fhould  have  a  Ikilful 
agent  in  the  capital  to  watch  over  its  interefts.  The 
immenfe  debts  with  which  it  was  burthened  was 
alfo  another  confideration  of  no  fmall  confequence.    . 

Roland  was  accordingly  fixed  upon,  and  he  re- 
paired with  his  family  to  Paris,  where  he  fpent  a 
whole  year,  and  foon  formed  connexions  that  raifed 
him  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  ftate.  His  cha- 
racter was  already  eftablifhed ;  he  was  a  member  of 
all  the  academies  of  the  South  of  France,  and  had 
drawn  up  the  cahiers  of  the  city  of  Lyons,  on  the 
convocation  of  the  States  General,  at  the  exprefs 
recommendation  of  the  fociety  of  agriculture. 

After  faithfully  difcharging  the  various  fun6l!ons 
of  his  new  appointment,  he  returned  to  his  native 
province,  and  foon  after  learned  that  the  office  of  /«. 
fpeSior  was  abolifhed.  Thirty-eight  years  of  con- 
ftant  and  affiduous  fervice  entitled  him  to  fome  pro- 
vifion,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  obtain  this,  that  he 
returned  to  the  capital  in  December  1791;  but  he 
foon  found  that  the  fituation  of  publick  affairs  was- 
fuch,  that  particular  interefts  muft  give  way,  and  he 
accordingly  feems  from  that  moment  to  have  aban- 
doned every  idea  of  an  indemnification. 

It  was  at  that  period  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  BriiTot:  this  circumflance  contributed  greatly 
to  decide  his  future  deftiny.  By  him  he  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Jacobin  club,  then  an  afTemblage  of 
the  moft  enlightened  patriots  of  the  age;  but  he 
never  afcended  the  tribune.  Soon  after  his  admiffion 
he  was  nominated  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
A  a  3.  corre- 
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correfpondence,  and  as  he  was  ailiiled  by  his  wife,  his 
induftry  was  confidered  as  exemplary. 

Several  deputies  of  the  affembly  were  accuftomed 
to  meet  in  a  large  apartment  in  the  Place  Vendhne^ 
and  Roland,  whofe  knowledge  and  integrity  were 
now  generally  known,  was  invited  to  repair  thither; 
but  the  diftance  was  {o  great  from  the  quarter  in 
which  he  lived,  that  he  went  but  feldom.  7'he  few 
times  he  appeared  there  encreafed,  however,  the  good 
opinion  before  conceived  of  him,  and  led  to  his  im- 
mediate advancement. 

Publick  aiFairs,  at  this  period,  afTumed  a  cloudy 
afpeft,  and  much  jealoufy  had  been  excited  by  the  fuf- 
picious  conduct  of  the  court.  The  admlniftration 
was  compofed  of  men  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, and  by  their  a6lions  they  appeared  far  from 
being  indifpofed  to  overturn  a  conftltution  which  the 
King  had  relu-;^antly  fworn  to  maintain,  and  which 
he  feeitied  defirous  to  overthrow  on  the  firft  favour- 
able oppbrtunlty.  His  fccret  advifers,  however, 
began  to  be  afraid  of  the  confequences  ;  for  the 
whole  Nation  was  aroufed.  It  was  faid,  that  if 
Louis  Weffe  firtcere,  inftead  of  choofing  his  minifters 
from  among  die  adherents  of  the  ancient  fyftem,  he 
would  feiei^fcpubiick  functionaries,  whofe  a i^////?  was 
unfpotted. 

Fear  or  weaknefs  at  length  inclined  the  court  to 
liflen  to  the  general  wifli,  and  it  was  decided  with 
equal  fecrecy  and  Cunning,  either  to  gain  over  the 
hew  minifters,  or  difmifs  them.  It  was  accordingly 
agreed  upon,  that  a  patriot  admlniftration  ftiould  be 

formed  j 
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formed  J  and  as  fome  of  the  Glrondijts  were  confulted 
as  to  the  proper  perfons  to  be  put  in  nomination,  the 
committee  of  the  Place  Vendome  inflantly  polntei 
out  Roland,  as  an  able  man  who  had  written  on  fe- 
veral  different  branches  of  adminiftration,  who  pof- 
fciled  experience,  enjoyed  an  unfullied  reputation, 
and  who,  to  a  proper  age  and  exemplary  morals,  added 
a  decided  attachment  to  liberty,  the  principles  of 
which  he  had  inculcated  in  his  writin2;s,  anteriour  to 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 

The  King,  who  was  not  unacquainted  with  thefe 
fa6ts,  confented,  and  Briflbt  waited  on  Madame  Ro- 
land, in  order  to  found  her  about  the  inclinations  of 
her  hufband,  refpe6i:ing  fo  important  a  charge  as  that 
of  Minifter  of  the  Home  Department. 

Roland  was  not  infenfible  either  to  the  refponfibi- 
lity  attached  to  fuch  an  office,  or  the  dangers  and 
difficulties  accompanying  his  acceptance  of  it,  at 
fuch  a  critical  period.  But  he  was  convinced,  on 
the  ether  hand,  that  his  intentions  were  pure,  his  de- 
figns  honourable;  and  he  accordingly  accepted  the 
appointment,  with  a  fixed  determination  to  exercife 
his  functions  no  longer  than  he  could  prove  fervice- 
able  to  the  ftate. 

The  very  next  day  Dumouriez,  then  at  the  head 
of  the  foreign  department,  called  on  Roland,  in  com- 
pany with  Brilfot,  to  announce  that  the  King  had 
chofen  him  minifler  of  the  interiour;  he  at  the  fame 
time  affured  his  new  colleague  of  the  fmcere  i  iten- 
tions  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  to  fupport  the  c  )n- 
ftitution,  and  hoped  that  the  political  machine  would 

move 
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move  with  uniformity,  as  but  om  opinion   v/ould 
thenceforth  prevail  in  the  cabinet. 

The  fucceeding  morning  W2iS  the  time  fixed  for 
prefenting  the  nev7  minifter,  after  which  he  v^'as  to 
take  the  oaths,  and  his  feat  at  the  council  board.  It 
was  ufual  on  thofe  occafions  to  repair  thither  in  what 
was  termed  a  court  drefs  \  but  this  did  not  fait  the 
funple  manners  of  the  philofopher  to  whom  the  home 
department  was  now  entruiled.  On  the  contrary, 
he  went  to  the  palace,  arrayed  as  ufual,  with  a  iev/  thin 
Ijlvery  hairs,  fimply  combed  down  his  venerable  head, 
a  round  hat,  a  plain  brown  coat,  and  his  (hoes  tied  with 
black  ribands*.  No  fooner  did  the  courtiers  receive  '*' 
intimation  of  this  event,  and  beheld  a  philofopher 
difdaining  to  fubject  himfelf  to  their  miferable  eti- 
quette^  than  they  furveyed  him  with  a  certain  degree 
of  horrour,  and  complained  of  the  fcandal  likely  to 
enfue  from  his  conduct  f. 


*  When  Vn.  Franklin  had  a  conference  with  Louis  XVI.  .h« 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  alter  any  part  of  his  drefs. 

f  "  Ces  valets  de  la  cour,  qui  attachoient  la  plus  j;rande  impor- 
tance a  I'etiquette  dont  Us  tenoient  leur  exigence,  le  confiderent 
avec  fcandale  et  meme  une  forte  d'effroi ;  Tun  d'eux  s'approche  de 
Damouriez  en  fron9ant  le  fourcil,  et  lui  dit  a  roreille,  en  montrant 
des  yeux  Tobjet  de  fa  confternation  : 

<<  Monfieur !  point  de  boucles  a  fes  fouliers! ■" 

*<  Dumourjez,  prete  a  la  repartie,  et  fe  revetant  d'un  ferieux 
comique  s'ecrie. 

"  Monneur!  tout  eft  perdu  !'* 

*'  Le  valet  courut  blentot  et  fit  rire  ceux  qui  en  avoient  le  moins 
^nvie.'* 

Louis,. 
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Louis,  who  had  now  admitted  the  patriots  into  the 
adminiflration  of  publick  affairs,  endeavoured  to  gain 
their  confidence,  and  he  fucceeded  fo  effectually  dur- 
ing the  iiril  three  weeks,  that  they  were  enchanted 
with  his  conduct,  and  a<5}:ual]y  began  to  felicitate 
themfelves  on  having  miflaken  his  chara6ler.  His 
Majefty,  however,  did  not  feem  difpofjd  to  proceed 
to  bufinefs,  and  employed  the  time  fpent  at  the  coun« 
cil  table  in  joking  with  Dumouriez,a(l:ing  queflions 
refpecting  commerce  and  manufactures  from  Ro- 
land, and  in  reading  the  French  gazettes,  or  the 
Englifh  journals. 

Whenever  the  new  miniflers  wifhed  to  decide  re- 
lative to  the  condu6t  of  the  Auflrians,  he  carefully 
eluded  the  difcuffion,  but  at  the  fame  time  man: felled 
the  mofl:  marked  repugnance  to  hoftilities. 

At  length  the  menacing  attitude  affumed  by  the 
court  of  Vienna  produced  a  crifis.  Servan,  the  mi- 
ni fter  at  war,  propofed  to  the  aflembly  the  forma- 
tion of  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  under  the 
walls  of  Paris.  This  fcheme  was  adopted  v/Ith'en- 
thufiafm,  as  was  alfo  another  for  reprefling  the  refrac- 
tory clergy,  who  wlfhed  to  flir  up  a  fpirit  of  fanati- 
cifm  among  the  people. 

All  the  fix  miniflers  fupported  thefe  two  decrees, 
as  abfolutely  neceflary  in  the  then  poflure  of  affairs; 
but  the  court,  which  had  fchemed  the  return  of  the 
ancient  defpotifm,  by  means  of  partial  revolts  on  one 
hand,  and  a  fecret  communicauon  with  the  foreign 
enemy  on  the  pther,  b°camc  exceffively  alarmed  on 

hearin2: 
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hearing  of  meafures  fo  admirably  calculated  to  fruf- 
trate  all  their  plans. 

The  King  had  determined  to  refufe  his  fandlion, 
but  he  did  not  wifh  to  give  a  direct  negative,  and 
therefore  delayed  to  fignify  his  refolution,  in  order 
to  gain  time,  and  form  a  new  miniftry.  To  enable 
him  to  accomplifh  this,  the  Queen  fent  for  Dumou- 
riez,  and  had  feveral  conferences  with  that  crafty  gene- 
ral, who  had  become  tired  oLcoUeagues  who  were  too 
auftere  in  their  manners  to  be  a2:reeable  to  him,  and 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  world,  to  be  inpofed 
upon  by  his  intrigues.  They  did  not  approve  of  the 
appointment  of  Bonne-Carreie,  for  whom  he  had  pro- 
cured the  crofs  of  St.  Louis,  and  had  nominated  di- 
reclor-gcneral  of  foreign  affairs,  bscaufe  they  confi- 
dered  him  as  a  mere  intriguer^  equally  ^deftitute  of 
talents  and  charadler.  Roland  alfo,  had  reproached 
the  minifter  himfelf  with  his  condu6l,  as  he  had  dif- 
covered  that  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  were  lodged 
at  a  notary's,  by  way  of  payment  for  a  publick  office, 
which  money  was  to  be  fliared  between  his  confiden- 
tial fecretary  and  his  miftrefs  Madame  Beauvert. 

No  fooncr  did  the  minifler  at  the  head  of  the  fo- 
reign department  find  himfelf  detected,  and  perceive 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  greater  part  of  the  other 
minifters  were  difagreeable  to  the  King,  than  he  de- 
termined to  procure  their  difiniflion,  and  proceed  to 
a  new  nomination.  Roland,  on  the  other  hand,  be- 
ing refolved  to  come  to  an  immediate  explanation 
with  his  Majefty,  and  either  prevail  upon  him  to  af- 

fent 
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fent  to  the  two  decrees,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  refufal, 
give  in  his  own  refignation,  determined  to  tranfmit 
his  fentlments  on  this  fubjecl.  Accordingly,  when 
the  King  requefted  the  written  opinions  of  all  the 
members  of  the  council,  Roland  feized  that  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  the  famous  letter  *  to  the  Execu- 
tive; a  performance  written  with  a  boldnefs  to 
which  Louis  had  been  unaccuftomed,  and  evidently 
compofed  in  thev confidence  that  the  Prince  was 
unfriendly  to  the  coi^tutlon  he  had  fworn  to 
maintain: 

"  Sire, 
"  The  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  France  cannot  be 
of  long  duration.  It  Is  a  crifis  at  its  higheft  degree 
of  violence,  and  muft  terminate  in  afhock  that  inte- 
refts  your  Majeily  as  muCh  as  it  does  the  whole  em- 
pire. Honoured  with  your  confidence,  and  placed 
in  a  fituatlon  in  which  it  behoves  me  to  fpeak  the 
truth  to  you,  I  venture  to  do  it  without  difguife;  it 

*  Madame  K.oIand  appears  to  have  held  the  pen  on  this  ©c- 
eafvon : 

'*  Je  fis  la  fameufe  lettre,  Sec. 

**  Je  revicns  a  la  lettre,  qui  fut  tracee  d'un  trait,  comme  a-peu- 
pres  tout  ce  que  je  falfois  de  ce  genre  5  car  fentir  la  necefTite,  la  con- 
vtnance  d'une  chofe,  concevoir  Ton  bon  efiet,  defirer  de  le  pro- 
duire,  et  jeter  au  moule  Tohjet  dont  cet  effet  devoit  refulterjYi'ctoit 
pour  moi  qu''une  meme  operation.  11  ttoit  pris  dans  le  cabinet 
de  men  niari,  ce  Pacbr^  qui  dans  la  nn.eme  annee,  fit  calomnier  Roland, 
et  nous  fait  pourfuivre  aujourd'hui  comme  ennemis  de  la  liberty. 
Lorfque  nous  lunvrs  cette  lettre  entre  nous :  **  C'eft  une  demarche 
bicn  hardie!"    "  Difoit  alors  cet  hypoc-ite  que  je  prenois  pour  «n 

fage. Hardie!    fans  doutcj    mais  elle  eft  jufte   et   necefTairej 

qu'  imports  le  refte  ? " 

is 
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is  indeed  an  obligation  under  which  your  Majcfly 
yourfelf  has  laid  mc. 

"  TJhe  French  have  given  themfelv^s  a  conftitu- 
tion,  and  it  has  produced  malecontents  and  rebels. — 
The  majority  of  the  nation  approve  of  and  have 
fu^orn  to  maintain  it  at  the  expcnce  of  their  lives. 
,  "  They  have  confidered  the  war  with  fatisfadlion, 
,as  the -grand  expedient  for  eftabliftiing  the  conftitu- 
tions- yet,  buoyed  up  by  hopes,  the  minority  have 
exerted  their  united  efforts  againft  it.  Hence  arifes 
that  intefline  confli6l  with  the  laws,  that  anarchy 
vwhich  all  good  citizens  lament,  and  of  which  ill- 
difpofed  people  have  not  failed  to  take  the  advantage, 
in  order  to  countenance  their  afperfions  againft  the 
nevi^  government, 

•  "  HeiKc  thofe  opinions  which  are  everywhere 
fpread  abroad,  and  every  where  fomented  ;  for  in  no 
part  is  indifference  of  opinion  to  be  found.  The 
triumph  or  the  change  of  the  conftitution"  is  the  cry 
of  all ;  they  labour  either  to  maintain  or  to  new- 
model  it.  I  fhall  only  toucH.upon  what  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  :things  require,-and  with  thciitmofl: 
impartiality  fugge£b  an  ide^.of.  the,  turn  affairs  may 
be  expected  to  t^ke^ran4  what  meafures  would  be 
pnideat . to  adopt.  £       ?fr   :.;;  ' 

"  You  enjoyed,  Sire,  -great  prerogatives,  and 
which,  indeed,  your  Majefly  conceived  to  be  inherent 
to  royalty.  Bred  up  under  the  idea  of  preferving 
thofe  prerogatives,  you  could  not  fee  ycurfelf  de- 
prived of  them  with  fatisfadion.  The  defirc  of  re- 
covering them  was  as  natural  as  the  regret  you  felt 

at 
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at  their  dlflblution.  Thcfe  fentiments,  which  are 
natural  to  the  human  heart,  have  had  their  proper  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  anti-rcvolutioniffe. 

"  They  have,  accordingy,  depended  upon  being  fe- 
cretly  favoured  by  your  Majefly,  until  circumftances 
permitted  an  open  declaration  in  their  behalf.  This 
pofture  of  things  could  not  but  have  been  evident  to 
the  vi^hole  nation;  and  it  was  fufficient  to  put  mea 
upon  their  guard.  Your  Majefly  has  then  been  al- 
ways under  the  necefllty,  of  either  yielding  to  the 
force  of  habit  and  private  inclination,  or  of  making 
facrifices  diclated  by  philofophy,  and  called  for  by 
necefllty. 

"  Every  tbing  has  Its  term  of  duration,  and  that 
of  uncertainty  has  at  length  arrived.  Can  your  Ma- 
jefty  openly  ally  yourfelf  with  the  pretended  reform- 
ers of  the  conftitution  ?  or  is  it  incumbent  upon  you 
generoufly  to  give  yourfelf  entirely  up  to  promote  its 
triumph  ?  Such  is  the  true  ftatement  of  a  queftlon, 
the  folution  of  which  the  prefent  Hate  of  things  rea- 
ders of  inevitable  necefllty. 

"  As  to  the  metaphyfical  query,  *  Whether  the 
French  are  ripe  for  liberty?'  it  is  foreign  to  tht 
fubject  before  us:  for  it  is  not  our  bufmefs  to  con- 
fider  what  we  fhould  become  in  a  century  hence,  but 
to  fee  what  the  prefent  generation  are  capable  of. 

"  In  the  midft  of  the  fermentations  of  the  four  laft 
years,  what  has  taken  place  ?  Privileges  burdenfomc 
to  the  lower  orders  of  the  community  have  been  abo- 
lifhed;  the  ideas  of  juftice  and  equality  have  been  uni- 
verfally  fpread  abroad ',  they  have  found  their  way 
B  b  every 
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everywhere.  The  acknov/ledgement  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  vv^iich  has  been  iblemnly  allowed,  is 
become  a  lacred  do6lrine  in  politicks. 
•  "  The  hatred  againfl  the  nobles  had  been  long 
fmce  infpired  by  the  nature  of  the  feudal  fyftem  ;  it 
is  now  increafed  and  exafperated  by  their  manifefl 
oppofition  to  the  conftitution.  The  people  confi- 
dered  thefe  nobles  in  an  odious  light,  on  account  of 
the  oppreflive  privileges  they  enjoyed  *,  but  they 
would  have  forgot  their  hatred  on  the  abolition  of 
thofe  privileges,  if  the  condu6l  of  the  nobility  fmce 
that  period  had  not  afforded  every  reafon  to  confider 
their  rank  with  difguft,  and  to  oppofe  it  as  an  irre- 
concileable  enemy  to  their  well-being. 

"  The  publick  attachment  to  the  conftitution  in- 
creafed in  like  proportion :  the  people  not  only  de- 
jived  effential  advantages  from  it,  but  were  perfuaded 
flill  greater  benefits  were  preparing,  fmce  thofe 
who  were  accuftomed  to  opprefs  them  were  en- 
deavouring with  fuch  earneftnefs  to  deftroy  or  to 
modify  it. 

"  The  declaration  of  rights  is  become  a  political 
gofpel,  and  the  French  conftitution  a  religion  j  in 
the  defence  of  which  the  people  are  ready  to  perifli. 
Thus  their  zeal  fometimes  went  fo  far  as  to  fupply 
the  place  of  lav/;  and  v/hcn  its  influence  was  not 
fbitlicient  to  reftrain  the  diftuibers  of  the.  publick 
peace,  the  citizens  took  upon  themfclves  the  talk  of 
punilhing  them. 

"  It  is  thus  t'^.e  poiTefTions  of  the  emigrants  have 

been  expoicd  to  the  ravages  incited  by  vengeance. — 

5  Thus 
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Thus  \o  many  departments  were  under  the  neceintyof 
adopting  fevere  meafures  in  rerpe(5l:  to  the  clergy  whom 
the  publick  opinion  had  profcribed,  and  of  whom  fome 
would  otherwife  have  been  vidlims  to  its  refentment, 

"  In  the  collifion  of  interefts,  every  fcntiment  af- 
fumed  the  tone  of  paflion.  Our  country  is  not  a  mere 
word,  created  by  the  warmth  of  imagination  5  it  is  a 
being  to  which  we  offer  facrifice ;  to  which  we  are 
the  more  attached  by  the  very  folicitude  it  brings 
upon  us  5  which  we  love  on  account  of  the  benefits 
we  hope  to  derive  from  it;  and  every  injury  offered 
to  our  native  land  proves  the  means  of  increafing 
our  enthuhafm, 

"  To  what  a  height  did  this  enthufiafm  rife,  when 
the  machinations  of  foreign  enemies  were  added  to 
thefe  of  the  domeftick  fo3,  in  order  to  perpetrate  all 
that  could  be  conceived  wicked  and  fatal  ?  Thc  fer- 
mentation is  extreme  in  various  parts  of  the  em- 
pire; it  will  burft  upon  us  with  a  dreadful  explofion, 
unlefs  it  be  calmed  by  reafonabh  confidence  in  your 
Majeily's  intentions:  but  this  confiJeiice  w.ll  not  be 
eftablifhed  by  mere  prcmifes  and  proteffations,  it  can 
only  reft  upon  fa6ls. 

"  The  French  nation  know  that  their  conftitution 
can  fuftain  itfelf,  and  government  will  have  all  ne- 
ceffary  aid,  whenever  your  Majefty,  v/ifliing  well  to 
the  conftitution,  ftiall  fupport  the  le^iflative  body,  by 
cauhng  their  decrees  to  be  executed,  and  thus  do  away 
every  pietext  for  popular  difconient,  and  every  hop^ 
of  the  difaffecled. 

B  b  2  "  For 
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"  For  inftance,  two  important  decrees  have  been 
ilTued;  both  efTentially  concern  public  tranquillity 
and  the  welfare  of  the  empire:  their  not  being  fanc- 
tioned  gives  birth  to  miflruftj  if  this  be  put  ofF,itWill 
create  malecontents ,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  fay.  in  the 
prefent  efFervefcence  of  the  people's  minds,  difcontent 
may  lead  to  any  thing.  It  is  no  longer  time  to  re- 
cede; it  is  no  longer  time  to  temporize.  The  revo- 
lution is  eftablifhed  in  the  publick  mind;  it  will  be 
completed  by  the  eliufion  of  blood,  if  vi'ifdom  does 
not  guard  againft  evils  which  can  yet  be  warded  oiF. 

"  If  .force  were  recurred  to  in  order  to  reflraln 
the  National  AiTembly — if  terrcur  were  fpread 
shrcugh  Paris,  and  difunion  and  conflernation  in  its 
vicinity — France  would  rife  with  indignation;  and, 
difl:ra<5ted  by  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  {he  would 
tlifnlay  that  gloomy  energy,  the  parent  of  virtues  and 
crimes,  but  ever  fatal  to  thofe  who  provoke  it. 

"  Publick  fafety  and  your  Majefty's  individual  hap- 
pinefs  are  clofely  linked  together;  no  power  can  di- 
vide them;  diftreffes  and  misfortunes  will  gather 
round  your  tlirone,  if  it  do  not  reft  on  the  bafis  of  the 
conftitution,  and  be  eftablifhed  on  that  peace,  which 
the  maintenarxe  of  it  will  at  length  produce  in  our 
favour. 

"  Thus  the  ftate  of  the  publick  mind,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times,  political  reafons,  your  Majefty's 
own  intereft,  render  it  indifpenfible  for  you  to  join 
the  legiflativc  body,  and  to  concur  in  the  nation's 
will.  The  nation  confiders  as  a  neceftity  what  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  point  out  as  a  duty;  but  the  natural  fenfibility 
of  this  fond  people  Holds  out  another  motive.  You 
v/ere  cruelly  deceived.  Sire,  when  u^Icked  men  en- 
deavoured to  excite  uneafmefs  and  miftruft  in  your 
breaft,  injurious  to  this  kind  people — this -people  fo 
eafily  affecled. 

"  By  being  perpetually  taught  not  to  confide  in 
the  nation,  your  own  conduct  alarmed  them.  Let 
the  people  fee  that  you  are  willing  the  conftitution 
fhould  take  its  courfe — the  conftitution  to  which 
they  have  united  their  happinefs,  and  you  will  foon 
become  the  object  of  thanks.  • 

"  The  condudl  of  the  clergy  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  pretext  they  furnifn  for  commo- 
tions, have  occafioned  a  wife  law  to  be  enacted 
againft  thofe  difturbers  of  the  peace.  Let  your  A'la- 
jefty's  fandlion  be  given  to  it. .  The  publick  tranquil- 
lity and  the  fafety  of  the  clergy  folicit  it»  If  this 
law  be  not  put  in  force,  the  departments  will  be 
obliged  to  fubftitute  fevere  meafures,  as  they  have 
every  where  done,  and  the  people  will  fupply  its 
place  by  violence. 

'*■  The  attempts  of  cur  enemies,  the  fermentations 
in  the  capital,  the  extreme  difquie:ude  ariiing  from 
the  conduct  of  your  guard,  and  which  the  teftimoKJes 
of  fatisfaclion  given  to  that  body,  contained  in  your 
proclamation  ^a  meaj'ure  truly  impolitick  under  luch 
circu!nfta.xes)  lliil  teep  up  i  the  iituation  of  Paris  ; 
its  proxmiiy  to  the  tront.er;, — a.i  contribute  to  Ihevv 
the'^ecemiy  of  a  camp  in  its  neighbourhood.  TLs 
meaiure,  the  wifdom  and  urgency  of  \v)lich  are  al- 
B  b  3  lowed 
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lowed  by  thinking  men,  waits  only  for  the  fanclion 
of  your  Majefly. 

**  Why  fhouM  delay  create  an  appearance  of  re- 
gret on  the  part  of  your  Majefty,  when  difpatch 
would  deferve  gratitude  on  ours  ?  Already  have  the 
machinations  of  the  Staff  of  the  Parifian  national 
guards  againft  this  meafure,  caufed  nnen  to  fufpedl 
that  they  aft  under  fuperiour  influence — already  the 
clamours  of  certain  outrageous  demagogues  raife  fuf- 
piclon ;  already  the  public  opinion  expofes  the  inten- 
tions of  your  Majefty. 

"  A  little  more  delay,  and  the  aiHifted  people  will 
imagine  they  perceive  in  their  King  the  friend  and 
the  accomplice  of  confpirators. — Good  heaven  !  are 
the  powers  of  the  earth  ftricken  with  blindnefs  !  and 
will  they  never  attend  to  any  counfels,  but  fuch  as 
lead  them  on  to  ruin  ! 

"  I  am  aware  that  the  language  of  truth  is  feldom 
Tvell  received  in  courts;  I  am  likewife  fenfible,  that 
as  her  voice  is  hardly  ever  heard  there,  revolutions 
confequently  enfue. 

"  Above  all,  I  know  that  I  ought  to  fpeak  the 
truth  to  your  Majefty,  not  only  as  a  citizen,  fubje<^ 
to  the  laws,  but  as  a  minifter  honoured  with  your 
confidence,  or  invefted  with  funftions  that  imply  it ; 
jfior  do  tkfiow  what  can  hinder  me  from  fulfilling  a 
duty  which  I  feel  to  be  incumbent  on  me  !  With 
■  the  fame  intentions  I  (halt  reiterate  my  obfervationa 
to  your  Majefty  on  the  utility  and  jieceflity  of  en- 
forcing the  law,  which  prefer ibes  that  there  llk^uld 
be  a  fecrttary  of  the  council.    This  law  fpeaks  fo 

power- 
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powerfully  that  the  execution  of  It  fhould  immc-» 
diately  follow. 

"  In  ftort,  it  is  neceflary,  for  the  lake  of  refponfible 
minlflers,  to  ufe  means  to  eftablifti  fedatenefs,  wif- 
dom,  and  caution,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  council," 

Next  morning  the  King:  turned  his  back  on  Servan, 
who  happened  to  wait  on  him  about  fome  official 
matters  ;  and  Dumouriez  inftantly  demanded  the  port 
folio  of  the  Minifter  of  War,  in  his  Majefty's  name. 
A  few  hours  after,  Duranthon,  the  Minilter  of  Juf- 
tice,  who  had  confented  to  refign,  along  with  his  col- 
leagues, was  fent  for  to' the  caftle,  and  returned  with 
two  letters,  fignifying  the  difmiffion  of  Clavieres  and 
Roland. 

No  fooner  had  the  Minifter  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment received  this  intimation,  than  he  inftantly  conrt- 
municated  it  to  the  Aftembly,  and  at  the  fame  time 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  had  fent  on  the 
preceding  evening  to  the  King.  When  the  Prefi- 
dent  communicated  thefe  papers,  the  deputies,  as  if 
ai^uated  by  one  common  foul,  unanimoufly  voted, 
that  the  Minifter  of  the  Interiour  had  ''  retired  with 
the,  thanks  and  gratitude  of  his  country.'^ 

Trifling  as  this  may  appear  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, certain  it  is  that  the  event  had  a  prodigious 
efFe6t  on  the  publick  mind,  by  tending  to  difclofe 
the  intentions  of  the  Court,  and  rendering  the  f|ubfe- 
quent  conduct  of  the  King  fufpicious. 

From  that  moment  the  royal ifts  and  the  republi- 
.  canf  piay  be  fairly  faid  to  have  enteied  the  lifts,  in 

order 
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order  to  decide  whether  France  was  thenceforth  to 

become  a  monarchy  or  a  commonwealth. 

With  a. view  to  multiply  his  adherents,  the  King 
expended  immenfe  fums  of  money,  gave  away  fomc 
thoufands  of»crofies  of  St.  L  -uis,  attempted  to  cor- 
rupt feveral  of  the  popular  leaders,  and  actually  paid 
and  retained  his  body  guards,  after  they  had  been 
difbanded  by  the  legiflature. 

At  length,  on  the  lOth  of  Auguft,  the  palace  was 
afTallcd  and  taken,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  gariifdn 
was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  King  and  royal  family 
were  made  prifoners.  Roland,  Clavieres,  and  Servan, 
the  minifters  who  wifhed  to  have  prevented  this  ca- 
taftrophe,  but  whofe  opinions  had  enfured  their  dif- 
grace,  were  inftantly  recalled,  and  three  new  ones 
added,  Danton  having  been  appointed  to  the  depart- 
ment of  juftice,  Le  Brun  to  that  of  foreign  affairs,, 


and  Monge  to  the  marine*. 


The 


*  On  this  occafion,  Roland  and  Dumouriez  once  more  became,  in 
feme  meafure,  colleague,  j  but  the  following  letter,  from  the  for- 
mer to  the  latter,  fully  demonftrates,  that  the  minifter  had  not 
forgotten  his  former  conduft. 

"  Political  changes  feem  to  be  as  various  as  thofe  of  war.— 
1  am  once  more  in  the  council  5  you  are  at  the  head  of  tlie  armies. 
It'ls  your  duty  to  efface  the  v/rougs  of  your  adrainillratioti,  and 
tc  fulfil  the  deftiny  that  leads  to  your  glory  ! 

'*  You  were  drawn  into  an  intrigue,  intended  to  prove  preju- 
dicial to  your  colleagues,  and  in  your  turn  were  tricked  by  that 
cou>t,  with  which  you  vviflied  to  be  on  good  terms. 

*'  But  you  fomewhat  re'.'emble  thofe  ancient  chevaliers,  \«ho,  at 
times,  make  little  miflakes,  which  they  themfelves  arc  the  lirft  to 

laugh. 
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The  Minifter  of  the  Home  Department  inftantly 
recommenced  his  labours,  and  as  it  was  deemed  ne- 
cefiary  to  infufe  a  greater  portion  of  fplrit  into  the 
more  dill  ant  departments,  the  legiflative  afTembly 
voted  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  for  that  purpofe. 
With  this  view  he  employed  Louvet  to  publifh  the 
Sentinelle-y  he  tranfmitted  the  beft  of  the  patriotick 
journals  to  the  popular  (oq\qX.\qs  gratis^  and  alfo  fent 
writings  in  fiwour  of  liberty  to  thfe  cures  or  confti- 
tutional  recStors  of  the  different  parifhes,  and  fuch 
zealous  citizens  as  appeared  to  have  the  good  gf 
their  country  at  heart.  Out  of  the  fum  granted, 
thirty-four  thoufand  livres  only  were  expended. 

At  length  a  few  fanguinary  men  dipped  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  clergy  and  ariflocracy,  and. 
many  members  of  both  were  deliberately  murdered 
in  the  prifons,  after  a  mock  trial.     Roland,  and  the 


laugh  at,  and  yet,  notwithflanding  this,  difplay  great  gallantry 
when  the  point  of  honour  is  in  queftion. 

<'  It  muft  be  confefled,  if  this  charader  does  not  altogether  accord 
with  republican  aufterity,  that  it  proceeds  from  thofe  manners 
wliich  we  have  not  as  yet  got  rid  of,  and  for  which  we  ought  to 
pardon  you,  if  you  only  procure  us  a  few  viftories. 

"  While  a  member  of  the  council,  you  will  always  find  nvc 
ready  to  fecond  your  enterprifes,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  have  the 
publick  good  for  theJr  objeft  ;  I  am  deaf  to  all  private  confidera- 
tions  when  that  comes  in  queftion,  and  I  will  cherifti  you  as  one 
of  the  defenders  of  my  country,  if  you  devote  yourfelf  fincerely 
to  its  fervice." 

This  letter  was  tranfmitted  to  Damourlez  when  he  went  to  the 
frontiers,  in  order  to  combat  at  the  head  of  that  army,  which  lb 
•pportunely  repulfed  the  Pruffians  and  Auftrians. 

deputies 
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deputies  of  the  Gironde^  equally  fhocked  at  the  injuf^ 
tice  and  the  impolicy  of  thefe  proceedings,  complained 
aloud,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  thofe  concerned  in 
the  September  rfiaflacres  to  condign  punifhment. 

On  this  point  all  good  men  appear  to  have  agreed ; 
but  there  w^as  another  on  v/hlch  there  exifled  a  fatal 
difference  of  opinion :  this  was  the  puniihment  of 
the  King.  There  feems  to  have  been  no  doubt,  on 
the  minds  of  any  of  the  deputies,  as,  to  the  queftion 
ef  guilty  and  the  iron  cheft,  which  a  blackfmith  *  of 
Verfailles  had  difcovered  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Home 
Department,  difclofed  a  correfpondence  that  appeared 
to  afcertain  the  faft.  It  was  merely  on  the  policy  f 
of  the  meafure,  then,  that  the  difpute  arofe,  for 
the  Gironde  were  too  wc-li  informed  not  to  perceive 
that  the  execution  of  Lou.s,~and  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, would  naturally  fellow  each  other. 

Roland  wifhed  to  avcld  the  ev'ls  that  enfued,  and 
on  this  very  account  became  unpopular.  His  houfe, 
formerly  reverenced  as  if  it  had  b:-en  the  fanctuary 
of  the  Divinity,  was  now  treated  with  outrage  j  his 
pcrfon  and  that  of  his  wife  were  threatened  with 
every  indi^^nity,  and  the  lives  o  both  were  frequently 
in  the  mod  imminent  danci(r:|:. 

*  Gamlii.  f  <'  Certej !  Roland  abhoroit  la   tyrannic,  et 

croit  Louis  ccupable  J  mais  il  vouioit  alTurer  la  liberte  et  il  la  cru 
perdue  des  que  les  mauvailes  te:es  eurent  pris  i'afcendant." 

Mid.  Roland. 

J  They  were  twice  prevailed  upon  by  their  friends  to  fleep  from 
home,  but  refolved  not  to  comply  with  any  future  foliciratlons  cf  the 
fame  kind  Madame  Roland  had  always  plfiols  under  her  pillow, 
in  order  to  prevent  violation,  by  means  of  a  voluntary  deacii !      * 

On 
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On  this  occafion  the  populace  were  inflamed  to 
vengeance,  by  means  of  the  moft  diabolical  arts.  Ro- 
land was  at  one  time  reprefented  as  being  a  royalift 
at  another,  he  was  conne6led  with  the  commotions  of 
La  Vendee,  which  now  began  to  aflume  a  terrifying 
afpe£l,  and  it  was  even  faid,  that  he  was  in  league 
with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  It  was  alfo  induftri- 
oufly  circulated,  that  he  was  an  ex-nohle^  and  longed 
for  the  return  of  the  ancient  government ! 

Collet  d'Herbois,  who  wiflied  for  the  management 
of  the  home  department,  and  confidered  the  minifter 
as  his  rival,  ftirred  up  the  Jacobins  againft  him,  while 
Hebert,  the  fubflitute  of  the  commune  of  Paris,  in 
his  paper  called  Perc  Duchejne^  publifhed  daily  libels 
v/ith  a  view  to  encreafe  the  odium. 

The  Mountain  party  at  length  determined  to  crufh 
their  enemies  with  a  fingle  blow.  Accordingly,  on 
the  3ifl:  of  May,  having  filled  all  the  municipal 
offices  with  their  own  creatures,  they  procured  the 
mayor  of  Paris  to  prefent  a  petition,  dejnanding  the 
heads  of  the  Girdndi/is.  The  afiembly  at  firffc  tef- 
tified  its  indignation  at  fo  horrid  a  propofition,  but 
it  was  menaced  by  an  armed  force,  and  the  fan61:uary 
of  the  laws  was  violated  by  the  vileft  of  the  popu- 
lace. Amar,  the  deputy,  was  bafe  enough  to  bring 
in  a  report  againft  his  own  colleagues,  founded  on 
the  weakeft  and  moft  ridiculous  fufpicions,  and  the 
Minifter  of  the   Home  Department  was  implicated 


*  His  name,  and  thatof  Iiis  friend,  the  deputy  Lovivet,  had  bee*^ 
ftruck  out  tVom  the  lift  of  nnenibers  a  little  before  this. 

alonor 
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along  with  nearly  all  the  able,  good,  and  virtuoiu 
men,  in  the  commonwealth.  Such  a  bloody  pro- 
fcription  had  not  been  witnefTed  fmce  the  days  of 
Sylla,  and  neither  under  the  triumvirs,  nor  the  em- 
perours  (the  heroicic  ages  of  Roman  cruelty!)  did  fo 
many  illuftrious  men  perifti  at  one  time. 

Roland,  who  renrlained  in  offic-c  fo  long  as  he  could 
a£l  with  honour,  had  at  length  refigned,  that  his 
name  might  not  be  employed  to  countenance  crimes, 
the  very  mention  of  which  ftruck  him  with  horrour. 
He  at  the  fame  time  delivered  in  a  faithful  ftatement 
of  the  publick  accounts,  and  with  a  fcrupulofity  that 
ought  to  have  put  the  defaulters  of  the  day  to  the 
blufti,  entered  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  expences 
of  his  office,  exhibiting  receipts  for  every  livre  iflued 
during  his  adminiftration. 

In  the  mean  time  he  found  it  necelTary  to  leave 
Paris,  and  conceal  himfelf,  In  order  to  preferve  his 
life.  He  was  inftigated  to  this  by  Madame  Roland, 
who,  trufting  to  her  Innocence,  and  ftill  more  perhaps 
to  her  fex,  remained  at  home.  But  £he  was  denounced, 
and  although  claimed  by  her  fe£lion,  and  even  put 
under  its  prote6lion,  was  arrefted,  and  carried  to 
prifon. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  days  fhe  was  fet  at  liberty, 
under  pretext  that  the  neceflary  forms  had  not  beelti 
complied  with;  but  this  was  only  to  render  her 
tnore  completely  miferable,  as  fhe  had  no  fooner 
put  her  foot  within  her  own  door,  than  (he  was  once 
more  feized,  and  conveyed  to  another  jail.  It  would 
have  been  fome  confolation  to  have  known,  that  fhe 

refided 
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refideJ  in  the  fame  apartment  of  the  Abhaye  that  had 
contained  her  friend  the  deputy  BriiTot,  and  the  he- 
roine Charlotte  Cordet ;  but  (he  did  not  learn  this 
circumllance  until  a  little  before  her  death. 

No  fooner  did  th.e  murder  of  the  wife  reach  the 
ears  of  the  hufband,  than  he  alfo  prepared  for  his 
fate.  Madame  Roland,  a  little  before  her  execution, 
had  prophefied  that  he  would  not  furvive  her,  and  he 
now  fulfilled  the  too  fatal- prefage. 

Having  been  indebted  hitherto  for  an  afylum  to  a 
female  friend,  who  had  rlHied  her  own  life  in  order 
to  preferve  his,  he  determined  that  fhe  ftiould  not  be 
implicated  in  his  fate.  He  accordingly  left  her  hofpi- 
table  manfion,  and  repairing  to  a  fpot  on  the  great  road 
leading  to  Rouen,  there  gave  himfelf  the  fatal  blow. 

Thus  died  by  his  own  hand,  in  the  fixtieth  year  of 
his  age,  the  Ncftor  of  the  revolution,  the  venerabis 
Roland,  a  man  fitted  rather  for  the  republics  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  in  their  purefl:  days,than  for  any 
of  the  degenerate  governments  of  modern  times.  To 
unite  confiderabb  talents  with  great  virtues,  natural 
eiidowments  with  acquired  knowledge,  republican 
fentiments  with  amiable  manners,  auftere  morals  with 
p.  heart  full  of  fcnfibility,  a  cruel  death  with  a  fpotlefs 
life;  —  fuch  were  the  fate  and  character  of  this  vir- 
tuous minifler.  Perhaps  none  of  the  parties,  whe- 
ther royal,  ariftocratical,  or  republican,  that  appeared 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  revolution,  have  pro- 
duced a  purer  charadler ;  and  there  is  no  country  in 
Europe  but  might  have  gloried  in  giving  birth  to  fuch 
tiii  enlightened,  illuftrious,  and  diuntersited  citizen. 

C   G  PAYAW. 
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PAYAN. 

Although  Payan  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  chief 
among  the  revolutionifts  of  his  time,  yet  the  kind  of 
flation  he  filled  required  picked  ?nen^  and  fuch  as  v/erc 
not  likely  to  flinch  in  the  hour  of  danger.  He  per- 
formed, during  a  whole  year,  the  abominc.ble  fun£lion 
of  prefident  to  one  of  the  revolutionary  tribunals  of 
Paris,  and  was  only  removed  from  it  to  occupy  the 
place  of  national  agent  to  the  commune,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  be  Robefpierre's  agent  in  the  city. 

The  affair  of  the  blonde  perruque^  which  like 
Banquo's  ghoft  made  the  French  Macbeth's  hair 
fland  on  end,  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  fhows 
to  what  miferable  expedients  miCn  are  driven  who 
have  deviated  from  juftice,  to  prolong  their  furrep- 
titious  authority. 

On  the  day  confccrated  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
the  miftrefs  of  cne  of  the  decemvirs  fhowed  her 
head  at  the  b>:lcony  window  of  the  committee  room, 
adorned  with  thefe  artificial  treile's.  Another  lady, 
t)f  the  fame  quality,  the  chere  amle  of  Barrere,  who 
had  alfo  placed  herfelf  at  the  v^indow  for  the  con- 
venience of  feeing  the  procelTion,  was  flufhed  with 
envy  on  obferving  that  every  eye  was  attra£led  by 
h(?r  rival.  Women  fight  with  gentler  weapons  than 
men :  the  rival  head,  therefore,  was  not  to  be  devoted 
to  the  guillotine  but  the  cheveux  pojfiches^  the  allur- 
ing peruke  was  to  be  denounced.  Accordingly  Payan 
had  inflrudlions  to  avenge  the  affront,  and  to  check 

the 
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the  extravagancies  of  drefs  in  the  mufcadlnes  ox  Pa- 
ris. He  next  day  made  a  fpeech  at  the  commune 
againil  blonde  perruqiies^  repreienting  them  as  being 
made  from  the  hair  of  the  perfons  guillotined,  pre- 
pared in  an  efpecial  manner  for  the  purpofe;  of  courfe 
the.wearing  them  v/as  voted  counter-revolutionary. 

Payan  was  from  Pol-les-fontaines^  in  the  ci-devant 
Pays  d* Orange^  and  was  a  means  of  eftablifhing  a 
revolutionary  tribunal  in  the  capital  of  that  county, 
where  Fauvetty  boafted  that  in  eighteen  days  they 
had  completed  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  trials, 
or  in  v/ords  almoil  fynonimous,  pronounced  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-feven  condemnations. 

The  greffier  (fecretary)  of  the  tribunal,  the  ma- 
glft rates  of  which  were  off-fets  from  the  grand 
trunk  in  the  metropolis,  wrote  to  his  patrons,  that 
"  fuch  was  the  fituation  of  Orange,  that  they  had 
placed  the  holy  guillotine  fo  as  that  the  heads  which 
fell  under  its  axe  might  bow  homage  to  the  Moun" 
tain'^  This  v/as  called,  by  the  unthinking  revo- 
lutioniils  of  the  moment,  une  allegoric  precieufe  I 

The  9:h  Therm idor  was  the  day  which  linked 
Payan's  fate  to  that  of  Robefpierre,  for  it  feems 
LochefiS  entwined  three  threads  in  one.  He  was  not 
infenfible  of  his  danger,  but  he  did  not  fuffer  his 
apprehenfion  to  get  the  better  of  his  faculties,  like 
feme  others  in  the  fame  fituation.  He  was  vigilant, 
and  courageous  ;  he  obtained  the  arrete  of  the  com- 
mune for  beating  the  genet-ale^  and  founding  the 
tocfm,  although  an  exifting  law  made  it  death  to  do 
fo,  unkfs  by  order  of  the  legiflature.  It  was  at  his 
Cc  2  inftance 
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inftance  that  Heni  lot  was  required  to  aiTemble  the 
armed  force,  and  to  fend  to  the  newly  formed  com- 
mittee  of  execution  musquets,  piftt)ls,  and  ammu- 
nition.    Above  all,  he  obtained  the  fdlowing  arrete  : 

"**  The  council  general  orders  that  the  commandant 
general  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris  fliall  diredt  the 
people  to  z£t  againft  the  confpirators  who  opprefs 
the  patriots,  and  that  he  {hall  deliver  the  Convention 
from  the  opprefuon  of  the  counter-revolutionifts/' 
He  alfo  wrote  this  notice  to  all  the  gaol-keepers  of 
Paris  :  "  We  enjoin  you,  citizen,  upon  your  refpon- 
fkbilty,  to  receive  no  prifoners,  nor  to  give  liberty  to 
any  one,  except  by  the  orders  of  the  adminiftratioa 
of  the  police."  It  was  thefe  prompt  movements 
of  Payan  that  refcued  Robefpierre  and  his  colleagues 
from  prifon,  by  fending  commiflioners,  with  a  party 
of  gens  d'armes^  to  the  different  places  of  deten- 
tion. 

Such  efforts,  had  they  not  been  dire£led  againft 
the  genius  of  liberty,  would  have  fuccseded;  but  they 
were,  according  to  the  nev/  vocabulary,  liberticidey 
and  they  fpeedily  produced  the  cry  oivive  la  ccri' 
njeyithon  under  the  very  windows  of  the  town-hall. 
Upon  hearing  that  found,  he  exhibited  the  ii:ll  out- 
ward demonftration  of  fear;  he  trembled  j  he  was 
overpov/ered  ibon  after,  and   was  executed  v/ith  his 

'party  the  next  day,  the  28th  of  July,  179^,  in  the 
twenty -feventh  year  of  his  a^.e. 
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COFFINHAL, 

Another  prefident  of  a  revolutionary  tribunal  in 
Paris.  As  thefe  tribunals  were  the  produce  of  po- 
litical ranknefs,  they  grew  and  fpread  furprlfingly ; 
fo  that  frcm  one  root  feveral  branches  were  taken, 
which  equally  produced  bitter  and  deadly  fruits. 

Cofnnhal  was  appointed  a  judge  in  one  of  thefe 
fe(5lional  courts,  among  v/hich  there  appeared  to  be 
an  emulation  which  could  run  over  juftice  the 
fafteft. 

He  had  been  firfl:  a  phyfician,  then  an  attorney, 
and  went  through  all  the  afcending  revolutionary 
gradations  of  his  feclion  before  he  was  appointed  to 
decide  on  life  and  death. 

There  is  but  little  to  diftinguifh  thefe  revolution- 
ary judges  from  each  other,  ab  uno  d'ljce  omnesy  ex- 
cept that  Coffinhal  was  denominated  the  facetious 
judge.  He  would  play  off  his  miferable  jokes  on  the 
poor  vi^rims  as  tliey  were  going  frcm  the  bar,  or 
rather  thefilhtU  to  the  fcafFold.  At  one  time,  he 
would  infult  them  by  faying  he  could  difcover  con- 
fpiracy  in  their  very  filence  ;  at  another,  if  they 
fhewed  an  eagernefs  to  fpeak  in  their  defence  he 
would  cut  their  v/ords  fhort  by  calling  out  "  tu  n'a 
"  pas  la  parole  "  /.  e,  you  have  no  right,  or  it  is  not 
your  turn  to  fpeak.  Sometimes  he  would  wound 
the  accufed  by  a  brutal  pun  or  farcafm  j  an  inftance 
of  which  occurred  in  the  prefence  of  the  writer. 
One  out  of  fix  or  eight  accufed  perfons  on  their 
Cc  3  trials 
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trials  evinced  confiderable  prefence  of  mind,  faying, 
more  than  once,  "  I  can  parry  this  part  of  the  accu- 
fation  and  parry  that."  Coffinhal  took  him  up 
abruptly,  and  afked  him  what  bunnefs  or  trade  he  was 
of:  "  I  am  a  fencing-mafter,"  repL'ed  he:  then  re- 
joined the  judge  "  I  am  going  to  pafs  fentence  of 
"  death  upon  you,  parry  thatjlroke  (bottej  if  you 
«  can!'' 

Upon  the  triumph  of  the  convention  over  Robe- 
fpierre,  on  the  ever  memorable  9th  of  Thermidor, 
Coffinhal  v/as  not  immediately  taken  wi:h  his  co- 
adjutors, but  under  favour  of  the  night  flipt  out  of 
the  Maifon  de  Ville  and  contrived  to  conceal  himfelf 
two  days  and  two  nights  on  tlie  iJJe  de  Cigne^  in  the 
river,  where  he  was  expofed  uncovered  to  torrent* 
of  rain  and  in  danger  every  minute  of  being  carried 
^way  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flood.  Ready  to  expire 
with  hunger,  he  refolved  to  try  to  reach  the  river^s 
bank  with  a  piece  of  floating  timber  v/hich  he  had 
flopped  in  its  courfa.  He  effecled  a  landing  in  a 
moft  wretched  plight,  and  made  to  the  houfe  of  an 
old  friend  who  owed  him  five-anc^twenty  louis. 
Inftead,  hov/ever,  of  his  debtor  paying  him  the  mo- 
ney, he  locked  the  villain  in  his  houfe,  and  went  to 
the  firft  juftice  of  peace  to  iqform  againft  him.  As 
he  had  been  out-lawed  by  the  conventfon,  it  only 
remained  to  identify  his  perfon  before  execution 
fliould  take  place.  He  was  however  condu(Si:ed 
to  the  Conciergerie,  and  then  it  was  he  told  th» 
goaler  that  the  fatigues  and  horrors  he  had  en- 
«lured  for  16  hours  in  the  ifland,  by  buffeting  the 

waves 
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waves  to  avoid  being  v;afhed  away,  male  the  death 
he  was  going  to  fuffer  a  pleafure  in  comparifon.  On 
his  way  to  the  fcaffold  fome  perfons  in  the  crowd 
mocked  h;m,  by  faying,  He  bien  Coffinhal^  que 
"  dis  tu  de  cette  botte  la  ?  Pare  cette  la  *.  He  faid 
nothing ;  upon  v/hich  they  added,  tu  rCa  pas  la 
parole  f .  He  looked  to  the  right  and  left  every  now 
and  then  with  an  aiFe6kd  air  of  courage,  (brugging 
up  his  fhoulders.  When  he  arrived  at  the  place  of 
execution  he  lofl:,  as  it  v/ere,  the  ufe  of  his  limbs, 
probably  from  cold  and  v/ealoiefs. 

P.  Andre  Coffinhal  was  born  at  Auvernac,  and 
was  but  in  his  3ift  year  when  he  fuffered,  which  was 
on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  1794.  It  v/as  fortunate  for 
humanity  that  he  lived  no  longer  I 

DUMAS. 

This  grand  executor  of  the  terrible  law  of  th« 
22d  of  Prairial,  was  born  at  Lons  le  Saulnier^  m 
the  Department  of  Jura,  on  the  6th  of  February, 

1754. 

The  Committee  of  Salut  Public  muft  have  been 
fatisfied  with  theobfequioufnefs  of  thofe  who  executed 
the  laws,  ere  they  ventured  to  propofe  and  obtain 
the  palling  of  the  on^^  alluded  to,  which  abfolutely 
gave  to  that  formidable'  Committee,  the  power  of 
fmgling  out  by  accufation  any  members  of  the 
convention  they  thought  proper.  The  autho- 
rity of  Appius  and  his  colleagues,  was  nothing  in 

*  Well,  Coffinhal,  what  fayeft  thou  to  this  ftroke?  Canfl  thou 
parry  it  ?  f  It  is  not  thy  turn  to  fpeak. 

com. 
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comparifon  with  that  of  thefe  modern  Decemviri. — 
Such  power  will  ever  be  too  odious  to  laft  long 
among  rational  creatures  ! 

Dumas  was  prefident  of  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, when  this  murderous  law  was  enafted  by 
the  aftounded  convention.  This  man's  education 
had  been  carefully  attended  to,  but  he  was  favage 
and  unrelenting  by  difpofition,  and  not  by  fanati- 
cifm  or  enthufiafm.  He  did  not,  like  Nero,  wear 
an  artificial  virtue,  but  undifguifedly  difplayed  the 
propenfities  of  his  heart,  which  impelled  him  to 
a6ts  of  cruelty.  He  was  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
the  fpy  of  Robefpierre  among  his  colleagues — the 
informer  to  the  committees  of  government — the 
accufer  of  the  obnoxious  to  the  jacobins,  and  the 
mercilefs  judge  at  the  tribunals. 

He  propofcd  at  the  jacobins  to  enlarge  the  hall  of 
the  tribunal,  by  laying  It  open  to  a  contiguous 
chamber,  fo  as  to  try  two  or  three  hundred  pri- 
foners  at  a  time ;  but  upon  its  being  obferved,  that 
fuch  a  fight  m.ight  become  difguiftlng  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  faid,  "  Verj  well  tken^  Ut  us  have  a  guiUo- 
"  tine  in  every  p7'ifon  to  execute  the  condemned  by 
"  night."  This  propofal  would  doubtlefs  have  been 
carried  into  execution,  but  fgr  the  happy  event  of 
the  9th  ThermiJor. 

This  wretch  had  fcarcely  figned  the  warrant  for 
the  execution  of  fixty  unhappy  prifoners,  when  he 
ivas  arrefted;  {liocking,  however,  to  tell,  they  all  fuf- 
fered,  the  confufion  bclr.g  at  the  moment  too  great 
in  the  leglflature  to  watch,  or  even  to  think  of  the 

move* 
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movement  of  the  guillotine.  Dumas  v/as  (o  ig- 
norant of  what  was  pafTmg  in  the  convention,  that 
he  thought  it  was  Robefpierre  who  had  ordejed 
his  arrelt ;  he  was  confcious  the  tyrant  had  fuch 
written  vouchers  in  his  poffeffion  againft  him,  as 
v/ould  ferve  fo  capricious  a  mafler  to  difpofe  of  him 
v/henever  he  fhould  think  proper  :  No  doubt,  Ro- 
befpierre meant  to  m^alce  ufc  of  them  at  a  proper 
time.  When  arrefled,  he  v/as  carried  to  the  pri- 
fon  of  St.  Pelagic^  and  thence  reletfed  by  a  mef- 
fage  frop  the  rebellious  com.mune,  where  he  w^as 
inftantly  fixed  upon  as  the  perfon  to  organize  the 
new  commiffion.  What  trem.endous  efFe6ls  muft 
have  followed  this  new  executive  cominijfion^  had  it 
been  once  put  in  a  flate  of  activity  ! 

When  the  commune  v/as  befieged  by  the  conven- 
tionalifts,  Dumas  fled  and  hid  himfelf  fix  hours, 
but  he  v/as  difcovered,  and  his  perfon  was  carried 
to  the  fame  tribunal  for  identification  and  condem- 
nation, where,  but  the  day  before,  he  had  fat  as 
fupreme  judge  !  !  A  leiTon  for  the  Jefferiefes  of  all 
countries  ! 

In  his  v/ay  to  the  bench,  he  had  for  m.any  months 
excited  dread  and  horror  in  every  beholder — on  his 
way  to  the  fcafFoid,  the  fentiments  manifefted  by 
the  fpeclators,  w^ere  thofe  of  deteftation  and  ven- 
geance. 

He  was  turned  of  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  middle 
ftature,  of  a  ferocious  afpecl:,  and  referved  manners. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Dumas  figned  the 
greater  part  of  tlie  iirfl  ifliie  of  alTignats,  till  there 

was 
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was  not  time  to  ccmpleat  tr.em  fo  faft  as  they  were 
wanted:  they  were  then  wholly  printed.  He  and 
Carnot  are  ikid  to  have  in/ented  the  Scrie  or  nu- 
merical characters  on  the  borders  of  thtfe  national 
notes,  which,  in  the  throvy'ing  oii  from  the  prefs 
were  perpetually  changed,  fo  that  no  tv/o  ailignats 
ev^er  had  the  fame  numbers  :  and  this  was  done 
without  retarding  the  work  of  printing  an  inftant, 
which,  it  mud  be  allowed,  was  a  difcovery  of  con- 
fiderable  higenuity. 


GENERAL    CUSTINE. 

This  brave  but  unfortunate  general  was  one  of 
the  few  individuals  in  France  who,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  deferved  the  name  of  a  mi- 
litary chief,  and  next  to  La  Fayette  and  Dumourier 
was  the  mod  confpicuous  character  in  the  firft  cam- 
paign againft  the  Aujfiirians  and  PrufTians,  He  was  a 
nobleman,  and  from  his  earlieft  youth  bred  to  arms. 
He  had  feryed  in  the  war  of  {even  years  and  in  the 
American  war,  and  at  the  period  of  the  revolution 
was  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  infantry.  He  had  alfo 
the  reputation  of  a  learned  man,  and  by  common 
report,  was  faid  to  have  furnifhed  fome  interefling 
articles  upon  Tactics  for  the  great  Encyclopedie. 

Cuftine  was  a  deputy  in  the  conftituent  aflembly, 
but  was  far  from  acling  the  important  part  in  that 
body  to  which  his  talents  gave  him  title.     And  if  his  ^ 
name  had  not  been  infcribed  in  the  lift  of  the  depu- 
ties, 
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tics,  and  fo  recorded  in  the  tranfaitions  of  the  le- 
giflature,  it  might  be  made  a  queftion  v/iiether  he  had 
ever  been  prefent  at  any  of  the  fittings. 

Early  in  the  year  1792,  Cuftine  ferved  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  colonel  under  Marflial  de  Rochambeau  and 
La  Fayette  in  P'ianders,  and  when  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year  Dumourier  was  invelled  v/ith  the  com- 
mand of  the  whole  army,  Cuftine  was  appointed  a 
g^eneral  of  the  divifion  which  was  to  efFe6l  the  fub- 
jugation  of  the  ecclenaftical  eie6torates. 

This  was  the  sera  in  Cufline's  life  which  difco- 
vered  his  true  chara^fler  and  genius.  He  was  ordered 
to  fummoii  Mentz,  v/hich  at  that  time  was  garri- 
foned  by  the  troops  of  the  Empire.  He  fent  to  the 
German  commander  an  uncivil  and  imperious  fum- 
m.ons,  purporting  that  the  place  mxuft  furrender  di- 
rectly, and  that  he  fhould  wait  only  a  few  hours  fojf 
an  anfvi^er.  When  an  anAver  was  returned  purport- 
ing that  according  to  the  laws  of  war  the  garrifon 
©ught  to  be  permitted  to  miake  a  defence,  Cufline, 
more  violent  than  before,  replied,  *'  No  evaftor.s', 
*'  you  have  to  deal  with  republicans  commanded  by  an 
"  old  foldier — reply ^  reply  V 

About  the  fame  period  he  wrote  an  excentric  letter 
to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  threatenirig  him  with 
extermination  if  he  did  not  immediately  withdraw 
his  troops  :  he  concluded  with  the  phrafe — "  Thau 
"  J}:ialt  no  longer  he  a  dealer  in  human  hlood^^  alluding 
to  the  well  known  contracts  made  by  the  Landgrave 
and  his  anceftors,  for  fupplying  men  to  powers  at 

war 
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war  at  fettled  rates  for  the  killed,  mutilated  or 
wounded! 

In  confequence  of  this  menance  the  important  for- 
trefs  ofMentz  actually  furrendered.  It  is  but  juilice 
to  Cuilir.e  to  fay,  that  afterwards  in  the  command  of 
that  place  he  difplayed  great  military  talents  and  ac- 
tivity, as  well  as  a  very  high  republican  fpirit. 
He  eflabliflied  the  patriotic  fociety  of  Les  amis  de  la 
liherte  Gennaiiique^  the  firil  political  club  ever  at- 
tempted on  the  Continent,  beyond  the  limits  of  old 
France.  In  repairing  the  ancient  and  in  erecting 
new  fDrtifications  he  exhibited  many  mafter  pieces  of 
the  art,  efpecially  in  the' Fauxbourg  of  CafTel.  He 
became  indeed  fo  cj^nfident  of  the  impofiibility  of  a 
fuccefsful  attack,  that  he  wrote  more  than  ones  to 
the  National  Convention — "  That  Mentz  would 
prove  the  grave  of  the  Germans."  This  anticipa- 
tion was  however  juft;  for  the  late  king  of  Prut- 
fia,  durl::g  the  winter  of  1793,  attempted  feven 
times  to  take  Mentz,  but  was  repulfed  with  the  ag- 
gregate lof%  of  at  ieafi:  fifty  thoufand  men  the 
flower  of  his  troops.  It  was  not  furprifmg  that  this 
monarch  fhould  aftervrards  claim  from  the  Diet  of 
Ratifoon,  and  from  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  in- 
demnification for  the  lofTes  he  had  fuffered  in  this 
unfortunate,  though  finally  fuccefsful,  fiege  of 
Mentz. 

If,  however,  Cudine  covered  himfelf  v/ith  ever- 
laillng  laurels  by  his  gallant  rlefence  of  the  bulwark 
of  the  Rhine,  it  is  no  \dh  true,  that  flulhcd  with 
his  fortune  he  at  the  iame  time  committed   in  hifc 
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political  conduct  fome  grofs  miftakes  Which  proved 
ultimately  fatal  to  his  reputation  and  life.  It  is  a 
fact  eflabiifhed  in  other  places  of  this  work,  that  after 
the  King's  death  and  before  the  profcrtption  of  t^e 
Girondins,  from  the  21ft  January  to  the  31(1  May 
1793,  the  two  leading  parties  in  the  convention 
were  lolely  occupied  in  a  flruggle  for  the  exclufive 
exeicife  of  the  fovereign  authority.  The  Girondins, 
fatisfied  with  the  fhare  of  power  they  poffelTed,  did 
not  wifh  for  any  change  5  v/hereas  the  Mountaineers, 
led  on  by  the  incendiary  Marat,  difcharged  on  them. 
the  moil  violent  calumnies,  and  accufed  them  of  a 
fcheme  to  protra^f  the  formation  of  the  republicar^ 
confiitution,  that  they  might  plunge  the  people  into 
anarchy,  and  lead  them  back  to  loyalty.  Marat,  in 
his  abominable  journal,  L'ami  du  Peuple^  ftated  that 
the  Girondine  fa6tion  was  connected  with  the  mili- 
tary men  in  command,  who,  belonging  to  the  order 
of  the  nobility,  had  no  other  view  than  the  over- 
throv/  of  the  popular  government,  and  the  inftallment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Orleans  on  the  throne  of  France. 
Cuftinegave  fome  colour  to  this  change  by  imprudent- 
ly writing  feveral  letters  to  the  convention  and  to 
the  executive  council  in  Paris,  and  ftatipg  that  he 
thought  it  neceiTary  for  the  lAiZtj  of  the  republic 
that  a  di6lator  xhould  be  immediately  proclaimed. 
This  was  more  than  fufHcient  for  him  to  incur  the 
hatred  of  the  fan-culottesy  and  to  throw  upon  him 
the  fuf|3icion  of  being  at  once  a  Royalift  and  an 
Orleanift. 

D  d  '     Aftp 
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After  the  defection  of  Dumourier,  and  the  death 
of  Dampierre  his  fucccfTor,  the  French  foldiers,  fen- 
fible  of  their  weight  in  the  fcale  of  public  affairs, 
acted  lil^e  the  ancient  pretorian  guards  of  the  Roman 
Emperors,  they  appointed  among  themfelves  their 
new  commander,  and  their  choice  fell  on  Cuftine, 
who  was  the  moft  eminent  military  chara6ler  at  that 
time  before  the  public.  I'he  convention  and  the 
executive  council  highly  approved  of  the  choice  of 
the  army,  and  Cuftine  was  preferred  from  the  com- 
mand of  Mentz  to  that  of  the  army  of  the  North. 

In  this  eminent  ftation,  he  atSled  in  perfect  op- 
pofition  to  his  natural  character,  which  was  nc  :d 
for  its  promptnefs  and  violence.  This  change 
V/as  the  more  conijoicuous,  as  his  predeceffor 
Dampierre  had,  in  a  fev/  days,  collected  and  re- 
organized the  remnants  of  the  army  fcattered  by 
the  defection  of  Dumourier,  and  fought  the  Prince 
of  Coburg  in  feveral  obftinate  engagements. — It  was 
a  fharncful  fupinenefs  in  Cufciric,  that  from  April 
to  June  1793,  he  made  not  the  leaft  movement. in 
his  army,  v/hile  the  Auftrians  and  Englifli  were 
taking  energetic  and  fuccefsful  meafures  againft 
Valenciennes  d.nd  Conde,   LiHe  and  Dunkirk. 

As  might  be  expected,  Cuftine  was  fuperfeded, 
arrefted,  and  ferit  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal 
in  Paris.  Beftdes  the  t  V',>  accufations,  that  he  had 
demanded  the  appointmcijt  of  a  dictator,  and  had 
been  inactive  in  the  command  of  the  army,  three 
more  were  added  :   ift.  That  he  had  neglected  the 
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neceiTary  fupply  of  Mentz,  and  difabled  his  fuccef- 
for  from  defending  that  important  fortrefs  againft 
the  Pruilians  :  2d,  That  he  had  ordered  feme  offi- 
cers to  be  fnot  in  the  fame  place,  for  remonftrating 
againft  the  v/ant  of  provifions,  and  on  the  confe- 
quent  danger  of  the  fortrefs  :  3d,  Tliat  he  had  be- 
trayed fo  much  contempt  for  the  national  reprefen- 
tatlon  and  the  executive  council,  as  to  have  fvfte- 
matically  torn  the  bulletins  of  the  laws  to  li^ht 
his  pipe,  or  make  papUlotas  ii"  his  hair  ! 

The  trial  of  Cuftine  was  attended  by  fome  In- 
cidents worthy  of  record.  As  he  was  the  firil  ge- 
i-^al  of  an  army  who  had  been  feized  in  the  mid  ft 
of  his  troops,  fo  he  was  the  firft  that  was  juridi« 
cally  tried  by  the  fanguinary  revolutionary  tribu- 
nal ;  and  as  the  Parifian  m.agifirates  had  not  vet 
been  reduced  to  a  gang  of  favages  and  afla/Iins  bv 
their  bloody  leaders  Marat  and  Robefpierre,  to  the 
honour  of  the  judges,  on  CuKine's  trial,  they  paid 
the  greateft  refpedt  to  the  rights  of  a  f:ee  citizen, 
and  to  the  rank  of  the  culprit.  They  fat  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  barely  indulged  in  the  neceflary 
refrefhrnent  of  eating  and  fleeplng.  7'he  death  of 
the  general  was  likewlfe  attended  with  fmgular 
circuniilances  ;  It  was  matter  of  univerfal  aftoniili- 
ment,  that  he  went  to 'the  fcafFold  with  a  prayer- 
book  in  his  hands,  refigncd  as  a  true  chriftian,  and 
with  perfecl  refpetfl:  for  the  magiftracy  and  tlie 
people.  This  behaviour  w^as,  however,  defpifed 
and  ridiculed  at  a  time  when  little  refpetSl  v/as 
paid  to  religious  opinions,  and  the  feeds  of  deifm  and 
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athelfm  v/ere  rapidly  fpreading  among  the  people  •. 
It  was  faid  that  Cufline  had,  in  his  lafl:  moments, 
**  degraded  his  manly  chara£ier  j"  and  the   royal  ills 
obferved,  that  "  he  had  lived  like  a  rogue ^  and  died     I 
like  a  capuchin,"" 

He  was  guillotined  in  the  beginning  of  Augiid 
1793;  was  upwards  of  fixty  years  of  age,  tall  in 
ftature,  of  a  rough  and  martial  afpe6l,  and  remark- 
able for  his-  black  unpowdered  hair,  which  he  al- 
ways wore  curled  up  in  paper. 

Leonard  Bourdon, 
Like  Albltte,  Bazire,  ^^c.  was  one  of  thofe  young 
advocates  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, found  it  eafy  to  diftinguifh  themfelvcs  by 
vehement  vociferations  in  the  popular  focieties.— « 
He  was  a  native  of  Orleans,  and  if  we  give  credit 
to  common  report,  his  greatefl  merit  in  being  ap- 
pointed a  deputy  to  the  national  convention,  was 
the  having  co-operated  in  the  murder  of  fome  il- 
luilrious  prifoners,  while  on  their  way  from  Or- 
leans to  Verfaiiles  in  September  1792,  among 
whom  were  M.  de  LeiTart,  and  the  Duke  of  la  Ro- 
chefaucault. 

Leonard  Bourdon  v/as  a  jacobin,  and  a  moun- 
taineer, and  ilrongly  attached  to  the  party  of  Ro- 
befpierre.  Kis  conduct,  however,  was  very  infig- 
nificant  in  the  convention  ;  except  that  he  was  very 
often  fent  upon  miflions  to  his  native  department  of 
the  Loirjt  and  to  others.  He  fcarcely  deferved  the 
rippointnxent  of  a  fecretary  to  the  legiflative  body, 

which 
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which  he  obtained  under  the  prefidency  of  Robef- 
pierre  in  September  1793. 

The  name  of  Leonard  Bourdon  became  confpi- 
cuous  at  the  time  of  the  profcription  of  the  remnant 
of  the  mountain  party,  called — "  The  tall  cf  Ro- 
hefpierre'^  He  was  put  in  a  ftate  of  arreft  on  the 
I2th  Germinal,  along  with  Duhem,  Chodieu,  &:c. 
and  was  afterwards  decreed  in  a  ftate  of  accufation 
on  the  111  Prairial,  along  with  Duquenoy,  Soubrany, 
&c.  but  was  at  laft  included  in  the  general  amneftey 
of  all  thofe  who  had  been  profecuted  for  revolu- 
tionary crim.es. 

In  the  fummer  of  1795,  during  the  ftruggles  be^- 
tween  the  national  convention  and  the  royalift 
party,  led  on  by  the  fections  of  Paris,  Leonard 
Bourdon,  conjointly  with  Garan-Coulon  and  other 
jacobin  deputies  of  the  department  of  Loiret,  were 
declared  by  the  primary  ailemblies  of  Orleans'  to 
have  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  tt>  be 
unfitted  for  the  next  legifiature. 

Although  Bourdon  was  not  in  any  of  the  confti- 
tutional  councils;  he  neverthelefs  has  been  highly 
ferviceable.  to  his  country  under  the  conftitutional 
governm.ent.  Known  for  his  a6livity,  he  has  beea 
trufted  with  various  important  miftions.  Ln  No- 
vember 1795,  either  from  the  difaffedlions  of  the 
royal ifts,  or  the  eftecLS  of  a  tumultuous  crifis, 
Paris  was  almoft  b"ought  to  a  ftate  of  famine.  A. 
violent  requifitlon  therefore  took  place  ;  the  neigh- 
bouring departments  were  im.mediately  ranfacked 
to  fupply  Paris  with  fHTovifions,  and  the  department 
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of  the  Seine  and  Marue  aloiie,  v/as  ordered  to  fur- 
Fiifh  200  ^^?  r<=^'  tiers  of/ corn  v/ithin  two  Decades. 
Bourdon  was  employed  to  carry  this  requifition  into 
efFecl,  which  he  fo  well  executed  as  to  ^.ttain  the 
object  within  a  fhort  time,  without  any  inconve- 
nience. He  himfelf  was  fo  highly  fatisfied  with  his 
fuccefs,  that  he  v/rote  an  ironical  letter  to  the  exe- 
cutive directory  from  Fontainbleau,  ftating,  that 
the  terroriJIs  alone  enjoyed  the  glory  of  rendering  Juch 
fignal  fervices  to  their  native  country.  And  M.  dc 
Calonne,  always  upon  the  watch  refpecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  republicans,  was  fo  much  aftonifli- 
cd  at  the  happy  refult  of  this  meafure,  that  he  af- 
ferted  in  his  work,  Le  Tableau  de  VEurope^  en 
ijg^^  that  the  Jacobins  were  born  to  effect  mira- 
cles. 0«  e/l  ce  que^  faid  this  eloquent  ftatefman, 
Von  pourrolt  prendre  et  faire  executer  de  telles  me- 
fures  P 

Subfequent  to  the  peace  concluded  with  Auftria^ 
Leonard  Bourdon  was  fent  to  Hamburg  to  renew 
the  treaty  of  fri-endfhip  between  the  republic  and 
the  fenate  of  that  city  ;  and  alfo  to  negotiate  a  loan 
of  twelve  millions.  The  public  papers  took  notice 
of  this  miiTion,  and  ftated,  that  he  had  actually 
concluded  the  loan  for  four  mlliions.  They  ac- 
cufed  him,  however,  with  having  organized  jaco- 
bin clubs,  and  in  this  refpe6t  given  great  offence 
to  the  fenate,  as  well  as  to  all  friends  of  the  Germa- 
nic conftitution. 

Leonard  Bourdon  is  about  forty,  of  flrong  con- 
ftitution, middle  fize,  and  extremely  active. 

6  fLEURIOT 
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FLEURIOT    LESCOT. 

It  is  a  f.ict  which  muft  flrike  every  one  as  (oon  as 
fecolledtcd,  t'lat  in  tlie  commeiicement  of  the 
French  r^j^valution  nearly  all  t'le  chief  employments 
of  the  nev7  fvate  were  occupied  by  foreigners. 

Two  oul  of  the  four  mayors  of  Paris  v/ereof  this 
defcripiioii.  At  one  time  the  commune  of  Paris 
and  the  fociety  of  jacobins  were  wholly  directed  by 
thefe  intermeddlers.  On  the  lift  of  the  firft  twelve 
generals  employed  to  defend  the  republic  five  were 
foreigners.  Whatever  Vv^ere  their  ultimate  defigns, 
however  fircere  their  profeffions  of  fervice  might 
be,  they,  in  the  greater  part  paid  extremely  de*  r  for 
their  obtrufion.  None  however  appeared  (o  little 
qualiiied  to  enter  into  the  new  order  of  things  as 
Luckner,  who  could  fcarcely  pronounce  ten  words 
of  French  without  betraying  the  alien.  Some  of 
the  clafs  alluded  to  were  orators  j  no  wonder  there- 
fore that  they  gained  a  footing  among  a  people  under 
the  influence  of  inflamed  imaginations.  Fleuriot 
Lefcot  was  of  this  number,  though  by  no  means 
moft  diftingulfhed  ;  he  was  the  fourth  and  laft  mayor 
of  Paris,  for  the  title  expired  with  the  fv/ay  of  Ro- 
befpierre.  We  find  him  the  miOft  obfequious  of  all  the 
tyrant's  flaves,  even  to  fawning  ;  and  yet,  ftrange 
to  tell,  he  manifefted  an  uncommon  energy  at  the 
Alaifon  de  VilUy  when  the  proximity  of  danger  and 
probable  fudden  deftruction  would  have  deprived  a 
coward  of  all  prefence  of  mind.  He  made  a  highly 
reliflied  harrangue,    fuited  to  the   fituation   of  the 
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fadtious  members,  wherein  he  called  to  their  mind 
how  much  glory  the  municipality  of  Paris  had  ac- 
quired on  the  trying  and  memorable  epochs  of  the 
1 0th  of  Auguft  and  31ft  of  May;  then  taking  the 
printed  table  of  the  Rights  of  Man  in  his  hand,  he 
cried  out  with  warmth,  according  to  one  of  its  firit 
articles,  "  When  the  government  violates  the 
"  rights  of  the  people,  infurre£^'on  becomes  to  them 
"  and  to  any  portion  of  them  the  moft  facred,  the 
"  moft  indifpenfible,  of  duties."  When  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  the  lift  on  which  the  members  of  the 
council  wrote  their  names  had  been  taken  away  by 
defign,  he  faid,  "  No  !  they  fhall  not  fceal  from  us 
"  the  honour  of  having  concurred  to  day  to  the  fuc- 
"  cefs  of  liberty  over  oppreflion.  I  propofe  (added 
"  he)  that  the  lift  be  renewed,  and  that  it  be  depo- 
"  fitcd  in  the  archives  as  an  atif:ftation  of  the  fide- 
"  lity  of  the  true  friends  of  liberty  and  their  coun- 
"  try.'*  He  then  fubfcribed  his  own  name  tlie  firft 
thereon.  In  his  oHice  of  mayor  he  had  done  very- 
little  to  be  noticed,  indeed  his  conduit  was  didlated 
on  all  occafions  by  the  v/ill  of  thofe  who  put  him 
into  office  :  all  his  energy  was  therefore  referved  for 
the  lafl  and  trying  occafion.  When  Rotefpierre 
appeared  in  the  commune  Fleurlot  hailed  him  as  the 
"  Sawveur  de  la  liberie^'''  and  prcpofed  and  took  the 
oath  before  him  to  die  in  his  defence,  A  goaler  of 
the  Force  Prij'on  was  brought  before  him  for  yielding 
to  the  order  of  the  committees  of  government  in 
negledl  of  that  of  the  municipality,  when  Fleurio:: 
was  about  to  immolate   him   to  his  fury,  fame  one 
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clofe  to  him  flopped  his  hand  with  the  uplifted  fabre 
in  it,  and  thereby  allowed  the  frightened  wretch 
time  to  throv/  himfelf  on  his  knees  and  implore  par- 
don. He  treated  one  of  the  officers,  who  brought  an 
order  from  the  convention^  with  great  contempt, 
and  a<£^u?.lly  committed  feveral  others  to  prifon  who 
came  on  like  errands.  He  ordered  thofe  who  pro- 
claimed the  decree  of  the  convention,  within  hear- 
ing of  the  commune,  to  be  brought  before  him,  and 
threatening  them  with  the  moil  horrible  punifhment;, 
he  fent  them  before  the  executive  commiffion 
which  Dumas  v/as  then  organizing.  At  this  in- 
ilant,  the  difcharge  of  a  piflol  was  heard  in  one  o£ 
the  pafiages  of  the  hall,  he  ran  out  to  difcover  what 
it  was,  when,  returning  in  a  minute  after  with  a 
pale  and  altered  countenance,  he  ejaculated  "  All  is 
io/i  J  "  His  colleagues  difperfed  in  an  inftant  i 
Ibme  attempted  to  deilroy  themfelves^  and  were  ar- 
reted, others  fled  and  fecreted  themfelves  for  a  time, 
but  were  at  length  taken,  fo  that  out  of  143  obnox- 
ious perfons,  including  all  thofe  whofe  names  were 
infcrib^d  on  the  fatal  lift,  only  feven  were  faved,  two 
of  whom,  difcovered  four  days  afterwards,  were  im- 
prifoned  with  the  writer  of  this  anecdote  in  the- 
Scotch-College  :  but  as  the  vengeance  of  the  con- 
vention had  been  fully  fatisfled  in  the  capital  punifh- 
ment of  136  members  of  the  municipality,  thefe  few- 
were  overlooked  for  the  moment,  and  about  two. 
months  afterwards  were  reftored  to  their  families. 

Fleuriot   was    not  quite  tliirty  years  of  age  when- 
he  fufFered  death  with  his  rebwd  cabal  on  the  28th  of 
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July,  179^,  aiid  whether  from  his  dignity  of  oiKce, 
as  ex  ma  ire  cf  Paris,  or  whatever  other  caufc,  he 
was  the  l.iil  of  the  poffe  who  afceiided  the  fcaffold. 

GENERAL    EIRON. 

Armand  Louis  Biron  was  the  nephew  of  the  fa- 
mous Mare^hal  Bircn,  fo  many  years  colonel  of  the 
French  guards,  the  moil  honourable  military  appoint- 
ment under  the  ancient  Regime* 

o 

The  nephew,  early  in  life,  by  travelling  and  read- 
ing, collected  the  feeds  of  liberty,  and  they  grev/  in 
his  heart  as  much  as  could  be  expelled  amidft  nume- 
rous weeds  of  prejudice,  we  will  not  fay  o{  fuper- 
Jlltion  ;  for,  except  v/hen  about  to  leave  thu  world 
he  payed  no  flavifh  attention  to  the  reveries  of 
bigots,  nor  paid  much  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the 
other.  Pie  was  one  among  the  early  reformers  of 
France,  and  deemed  a -F<?j'i?^?//'?.  He  wasconfidered 
as  one  of  thofe  precocious  bloflbms  which  rather 
remind  us  of,  than  promife  us  the  fruit. 

Biron  v/as  not  only  of  the  privileged  ciafs,  but 
almoft  at  the  head  of  the  lift,  and  this  of  itfelf  was 
enough  to  expofe  him  to  the  fufpicion  of  republicans 
in  the  moment  of  a  revolution.  But  he  v/as  parti- 
cuhrly  denounced  by  the  reprcfentative  on  m  ilion  in 
the  department  where  he  fcrved  as  general  when  the 
rebellion  of  the  Vendee  had  broken  out,  and  this  de- 
nunciation was  fupported  by  the  unfavourable  account 
Saiiierre^  the  Paris  general,  gave  of  him  from  cb- 
fervation.     The   rapid  and   victorious  firides  of  the 
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Auftrian  and  Pruffian  forces  at  the  period  we  arc 
fpeaking  of,  afforded  colour  for  fufplcions  however 
lightly  entertained :  and  indeed  tr.cre  can  be  no 
quellion  bat  the  royalifts  did  ali  in  their  power  to 
draw  off  the  chiefs  of  the  com mon- wealth  to  their 
party,  or  at  leafl  to  difpofe  them  to  a  criminal  indif- 
ference. However  this  might  be,  it  is  a  fa6l  Itnown' 
to  every  one,  that,  while  Weftermann,  commanding 
the  van  guard  of  his  army,  was  fighting  at  Chatillon 
to  a  great  difadvantage  agaiiift  the  mofl  expert  rebel 
generals,  Eiron  was  I\ing  perfedlly  inactive  before 
the  walls  of  NIort,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues, 
with  fixteen  or  feventeen  thouf^nd  of  the  choicefl 
troops.  This  neglecl  or  overfight  lef:  Weilermann 
to  be  fur  rounded  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  caufed 
him  to  lofe  all  his  infantry  and  flying  artillery,  efca- 
ping  with  his  cavalry  only^,  and  that  not  without  ex- 
treme difficulty  *. 

Bircn  was  fuperfeded  in  his  command  of  the  army 
of  the  v/eil,  and  the  coaft  of  Rochelle;  and  commit- 
ted to  the  prifon  of  St.  Pelagie  in  Paris.  After 
undergoing  a  very  fummary  trial  Uefore  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal,  on  the  30; h  of  December,  1793, 
he  was  deckriJ  (we  do  not  fay  found  to  be)  guilty  of 
a  confpiracy  with  the   enemies  of  the  republic,  and 


*  Turreau  in  his  hiftory  of  the  war  of  the  "Vendee  affirms,  that, 
during  the  firft  five  months  of  its  exirtence,  nbove  three  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  and  five  hundred  ammunition-waggons  were 
rif.gntd  to  the  rebels  !  No  wonder  therefore  tiie  general  conducting 
fuch  a  war  fhould  be  fufpefted. 


guillotined 


312  LASOURCE. 

guillotined  the  next  day,  in  the  forty-fixth  year  of 
his  age. 

He  had  ferved  in  America,  under  Rochambeau, 
with  great  credit,  both  with  refpecl  to  courage  and 
■condu(51-.  He  was  chofen  a  member  of  the  firft  (or 
conflituent)  afTembly. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  his  private  chara(^er  to  fav, 
that  although  he  v/as  not  wholly  untin6tured  with 
many  of  the  follies  of  a  corrupt  age  he  was  never- 
thelefs  univerfally  beloved,  and  almoft  idolized  by 
his  family  and  fervants,  who  never  fav/  him  inebri- 
ated, or  heard  him  utter  an  oath.  If  the  laft  words 
of  this  am'able  man,  on  the  fcafFold,  do  not  en- 
tirely clear  up  the  ambiguity  of  his  conduct  con- 
cerning his  fuppofed  tampering  with  the  royal  party, 
they  at  leaft  fhew  that  he  had,  at  fome  time  or 
other;  fori  cu  fly  ferved  the  republic;  for,  as  he  bent 
his  neck  to  the  axe,  he  exclaimed  "  /  have'been  a 
^*  rebel  to  my  God^  my  order^  and  my  k'lng^  hut  1  Tie 
*'  full  of  faith  and  repentance  ^''^ 

LASOURCE. 

The  faying  of  Dan  ton,  that  "  the  leffons  from 
which  all  the  world  will  profit  muft  cofl:  us  dear,  " 
never  appears  vvith  greater  force  than  vvhen  Vv^e 
ref^c'CL  on  the  expence  of  blood  at  which  the  repub- 
lic of  France  l^s  been  purchafed.  Not  only  leaders, 
but  the  adherents  and  followers  of  fc.iders,  have 
been  fwallowed  up  in  the  dreadful  ch'nfms  occafioned 
'\Sf  the*  rending  to  pieces  of  the  ancient  order  of 
things. 

The 
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Thefubjc£l:  of  this  ar  icle  was  more  revered  for 
his  morals  than  didinGiiilhed  for  his  poliiical  qua- 
lifications ;  he  is  more  remembered  for  the  goodnefs 
of  his  heart  than  for  abrillianc/  of  parts. 

David  Lafource  was  chofen  one  of  the  members 
of  the  convention  for  the  department  of  Tr.rn,  being 
a  native  of  what  in  the  ancient  geography  was 
called  Languedoc.  There  was  in  Lafourca  a  warmth 
c(  imagination  and  tendernefs  of  heart  which  pecu- 
liarly qualified  him  for  private  friendihip ;  he  was, 
however,  hurried  away  by  the  irrefiilible  ftream  of 
eitthufiafm,  and  loft  in  the  depths  of  unfathomable 
politics.  He  v.'as  bred  a  protefti-nt  minlfter,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  been  infenfible  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  ancient  T/ftem.  His  principles,  rather 
than  his  dispofition,  led  liim  into  public.  He  ad- 
mired Guadet,  but  he  loved  EriiTot  and  Sillery; 
and  thefe  penchants  v/ere  fuiHcient  to  entail  ruin 
upon  him. 

Mifs  Williams,  in  her  fl^'.etch  of  L?.fource's  cha- 
racter, fays  "  Liberty  in  his  foul  was  lefs  a  principle 
than  a  paHIon,  and  religion  was  a  habit  of  the 
mindi"  fhe  offers  a  flattering  eulogy  to  his  me- 
mory, defcribing  his  philanthropy  as  unbounded,  and 
his  fenfibility  acute  in  an  extrem.e  degree.*  But  the 
condu6l  of  Lafource  before  his  death  is  the  b.:ft 
fjundird  encomium  on  his  life.  The  nearer  he  ap- 
proached to  his  end,  the  more  fervently  he  prayed 
for  the  immortality  of  the  republic  ;  the  ftrongeft 
proof  that  can  be  urged  of  his  love  of  it. 
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Lafource  had  been  married  but  a  week  before  he 
was  chofen  a  deputy  of  the  fecond  aflbmb'y,  and 
was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  metropolis,  leaving  his 
wife  to  take  care  of  an  aged  mother  in  his  province* 
Upon  the  difTolution  of  the  legiflative  afiembly,  in 
which  he  had  fat,  he  was  elected  to  the  convention, 
and  that  prevented  him  from  ever  vifiting  his  native 
home  again.  His  imagination  is  faid  to  have  always 
foreboded,  that  the  founders  of  the  republic  would 
be  vi6lims  to  the  republic  ;  but  he  had  plunged 
into  the  tide,  and  could  not  ftem  it.  With  more 
experience,  he  might  have  efcaped  from  its  wild 
waves.  He  was  —  what  fhall  \vq  fay  —  guillotined, 
or  legally  aflafUnated,  the  31  ft  of  Odober,  1793, 
with  twenty  other  Girondine  deputies,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court,  where  it  may  be  faid  juftice  v/as 
as  deaf  as  fhe  Is  pictured  to  be  blind. 

LAVOISIER. 

Although  this  great  man  was  not  an  actor  in 
the  tumultuous  fcenes  of  the  revolution,  yet,  as  one 
of  its  moft  illuftrious  vidlims,  and  as  one  of  the 
fchocl  of  philofophers  who  by  their  kbours  effected 
the  moral  revolution  of  France,  his  name  defcrves 
to  be  recorded  among  the  founders  of  the  republic. — 

Antoine  Laurent  Lavoifier  v/as  born  at  Paris, 
Aup^uit  16,  174.3,  ar.d  received  a  learned  education, 
which  he  feduloufly  improved.  When  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  April 
9,  1766,  prefcnted  him  with  a  gold  medal,  for  his 
diflertaticn  on  the  beft  mode  of  enlightening,  during 

the 
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th^  night,  the  flreets  of  a  great  city.  Two  years 
afterwards,  he  was  introduced  into  that  celebrated 
literary  fociety,  to  whofe  fervice  he  ever  after  devoted 
his  hibours,  and  became  one  of  its  moil  ufeful  ailb- 
ciates  and   coadjutors. 

His  attention  was  Tucceilively  occupied  with  every 
branch  of  phyhcal  and  mathematical  fcience  ;  the 
pretended  conversion  of  water  into  earth,  the  analy- 
fiS  of  gvpfum  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  the 
crLftallizatioii  of  falts,  the  effeds  produced  by  the 
grande  cle  loupe  in  the  garden  of  the  Infanta,  the 
project  of  bringing  water  from  TYvette  to  Paris, 
the  congelation  of  water,  and  the  phenomena  of 
thunder  and  the  aurora -borealis. 

Journeys  undertaken  in  concert  with  Guettard 
into  every  diftricSt  of  France,  enabled  him  to  pro- 
cure numberlefs  materials  towards  a  defcriptlon 
of  the  lithological  and  mineralogical  empire  ;  thefe 
he  arranged  into  a  kind  of  chart  which  v/anted  lit- 
tle of  being  completed.  They  ferved  alfo  as  a 
ground-work  for  a  more  laborious  work  of  his  on 
the  revolutions  of  the  globe,  and  the  formation  of 
Couches  de  la  Tsrrc  ;  a  work  of  which,  two  beauti- 
ful fketches  are  to  be  fsen  in  the  memoirs  of  the 
French  Academy,  for  1772  and  1787.  All  the  for- 
tune and  all  the  time  of  Lavoifier,  were  devoted  to 
the  culture  of  the  fciences  ;  nor  did  he  feem  to  have 
a  preponderating  inclination  for  any  one  in  parti- 
cular, until  an  event,  fuch  as  feldom  occurs  in  the 
annals  of  the  human  mind,  decided  his  choice,  an4 
attached  him  thenceforth  exclufiveiy  to  chemiftry; 
E  e  2  —a  pur- 
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' — a  purfuit  which  has  fince  rendered  his  xiaaxe  im- 
mortal, .sq  Icomiafjo 

The  important  difcovery  of  elaflic  fluids  was  juft 
announced  to  the  philufophical  world.  Prieflley, 
Black,  Cavendifh,  and  Macbride,  had  opened  to 
phyfiologifts  a  fort  of  new  creation  3  they  had  com- 
menced a  new  asra  in  the  annals  of  genius  which 
was  to  become  equally  memorable  with  thofe  of  the 
compafs,' printing,  electricity,  &C.  '■'"   ^^ul  is,  bafjisft 

It  was  about  the  year  1770,  that  Lavbifier,  ftfiick 
with  the  importance  and  grandeur  of  this  difcovery, 
turned  his  attention  to  this  inexhaufirible  fountain  of 
truths,  and  inftantly  perceived,  by  a  kind  o?'itk^ 
ftin6l,  the  glorious  career  v/hich  lay  before  him, 
and  the  influence  which  this  new  fcience  would  ne- 
ceilarily  have  over  the  v/hole  train  of  phyfical  r^ 
fcarches.  Having  once  entered  into  this  path,  tiU 
then  unexplored,  he  inftantly  became  an  inventor, 
dilTipated  a  hoft  of  errors  and  prejudices,  and  be- 
came the  founder  of  a  new  doctrine,  the  fuccefs,  of 
whicii  is  more  than  iuificient  to  eternize  his  name 
and  memory.  No  fooner  had  the  difcoveries  of 
Black  and  Cavendifh  arrived  in  France,  than  La- 
voifier  directed  his  whole  attention  to  their  experi- 
ments, the  proceiTes  of  which  he  repeated  and  va- 
ried in  a  variety  of  ways,  fo  as  to  eftablifh  ar^d 
enlarge  the  refults  of  the  Engliih  philofophers.  His 
great  objecl  being  to  anrr^unce  new  fa<Sts,  or  to  il- 
luftrate  fuch  as  were  already  public,  he  collated  and 
compared  his  obfervations,  and  reduced  them  into 
a  complete  fyftcm  of  doctrine.     Towards  the  end 

of 
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^^  ^775>  ^^^  prefented  to  the  Academy  his  firft 
chemical  performance,  under  the  titlfe  of  A^ty  Ex" 
peri  me  fits  relative  to  the  exifience  of  a  fixed  elafttc  fluid 
in  certain  fuhftances^  and  to  the  phenomena  which  refult 
from  its  fixation  or  dif engagement. 

Dr.  Prieftley's  publication  on  the  different  fpecies 
of  air  had  juft  made  its  appearance  in  London  j  the 
vaft  compafs  and  fcope  of  the  do6lor's  experiments 
ftartled  at  firft  tlie  friends  of  Lavoi Tier,  left  his  ch- 
fervations  (hould  have  been  in  many  refpe6ts  antici- 
pated, and  he  fhould  thus  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  inge- 
nuity and  induftry.  In  compliance  with  the  inftances 
of  his  friends,  he  accordingly  has  abridged,  this  work 
of  many  of  its  parts,  which  may  be  rather  called  a 
fyllabus  than  a  complete  treatife,  and  even  advances 
fome  conclufions  which  he  afterwards  contradidled  ; 
—an  excellent  method,  however,  pervades  the 
whole  of  it,  combined  v/ith  chaftity  of  experiment, 
and  perfpicuity  of  defign.  In  brief,  his  procefTes  are 
defcribed  with  an  exactitude  which  furpafles  every 
publication  of  the  kind  which  preceded  it;  it  pro- 
pofes  new  methods  of  operation,  changes  the  very 
face  of  chemiftry,  and  operates  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  fcience.  Lavoifier  appeared  to  be  in  chemif- 
try, what  Kepler,  Newton,  aiul  Euler,  .were  in 
geometry  and  the  mathematics ;  he  changed  the 
modes  both  of  operating  aiid  of  reafoaing,  and  be- 
came the  centre  of  ah  reiearches  and  difcaveries,  oa 
the  fuDjedt  of  elaftic  fluids,  made  from  1774  to  1792. 

His  iirit  produclioa  was  only  a  preliminary  to  th^ 
furpriung  ^revolution  he  etFeded  ia  tiie  fcieuce.--.  ■ 
E  e  3  ,.  Per- 
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Ccrp(^y;^"ig;t^ia^jt^,.cxteiirive  views  he  had  opened, 
.^)^,;th!&v^ie,v^ipode^.  of  experiment  he  had  propofedy 
had  excited  univerfal  attention,  and  created  an  ex- 
pectation In  the  public,  of  deriving,  through  his 
means,  refults  frill  more  confiderable  and  unexpeci:- 
edi  he  employed  all  his  time  in  purfuing  the  labours 
he  had  undertaken,  and  in  inventing  and  procuring 
exa3:  inftruments  to  accomplifli  his  purpofe.  His 
hc^ufe  became  a  grand  laboratory,  in  v/hich  nothing 
was  v/anting  that  could  throw  light  on  his  re- 
fcarches  ;- and  his  fortune  was  appropriated  to  the 
improvement  of  his  favourite  fcience.  He  kept  in 
coiiftant  eiraployment  a  number  of  the  moft  inge- 
nious artifts,  for  the  invention  and  conftru<51:ion  of 
indruments  fuperior  to  any  made  ufe  of  before,  and 
of  new  and  cofrly  apparatus  of  every  kind,  the  moil 
accurate  and  delicate  in  its  execution.  No  expence 
was  fpared  by  Lavoifier,  in  the  purfuit  o£  iiia,.d&- 
lightful  and  ufeful  occupation.  ^la^y^  yln'bv; 

.  J, To  the  advantages  of  fortune,  in  the  application 
of  which  to  the  v/eil-being  of  the  public,  {ew  men 
were  {o  fuccefsful  as  Lavoifier,  he  united  feveral 
others,  which  he  m.ade  fubfervient  to  his  views:  he 
held  in  his  houfe,  tv/ice  every  week,  affemblies,  to 
which  he  invited  every  literary  charader  that  was 
meft  celebrated  in  geometrical,  phyfical,  and  chemi- 
cal {ludies  :  in  thefe  inftruclive  converfationes^  dif- 
cuJions,  not  unlike  fuch  as  preceded  the  firft  efta- 
bliihment  of  academies  regularly  took  place.  Here 
the  oi^inions  of  the  mod  eminent  literati  in  Europe 
wcfe   canvaiVed  j    pafiages    the    moft    ftriking    and 

novel, 
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novel,  out  of  foreign  writers,  were  recited  and  ani- 
rnadverted  on  ;  and  theories  were  compared  with 
expsriments.  Here  learned  men  of  all  nations  found 
eafy  admiffion ;  Prieftley,  Fontana,  Blagden,  In- 
genhoufz,  Landriani,  Jacquin,  Watt,  Bolton,  and 
other  illuftrious  phyfiologifts  and  chemiil-s  of  Eng- 
land, German V,  and  Italy,  found  themfelves  mixed 
in  the  fame  company  with  Laplace,  Lagrange,  Bor- 
da,  Coufm,  Meunier,  Vandermonde,  Monge,  Guy-- 
ton,  and  Berthollet.  Happy  hours  pafled  in  thefe 
learned  interviews,  wherein  no  fubjedl  was  left  un- 
>  inveftigated,  that  could  polTibly  contribute  to  the 
progfefs  of  the  fciences,  and  the  amelioration  and 
happinefs  of  man.  One  of  the  greateft  benefits  re- 
fuiting  from  thefe  affemblageSj  and  the  influence  of 
v/'hich  was  foon  afterwards  felt  in  the  academy  it- 
felf,  and,  confequently,  in  all  the  phyfical  and  che- 
mical works  that  have  been  publifhed  for  the  lafl 
twenty  years  in  France,  was,  the  agreement  efla- 
bliHied  in  the  methods  of  reafoning,  between  the 
natural  phiiofophers  and  the  geometricians.  The 
precifion,  the  feverity  of  ftyle,  the  philofophicai 
method  of  the  latter,  was  infenfibly  transfufed  into 
the  i:.iiids  of  the  form.er ;  the  phiiofophers  became 
difciplined  in  the  tallies  of  the  geometricians,  and 
were  gradually  moulded  into  their  refemblance. 

In  the  twenty  volumes  of  the  Academy  of -Scien^. 
ces,  from  1772  to  1793,  are  forty  memoirs  of  La- 
voiiier,  replete  with  all  the  grand  phenomena  of  the 
fcience ;  the  do6lrine  of  combultion,  general  and 
particular  -,  the  nature  and  analyils  of  aunoiphericai 
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air  J  the  formation  and  fixation  of  elaftic  fluids;  the 
properties  of  the  matter  of  heat ;  the  compofition  of 
acids;  the  augmentation  of  the  ponderofity  of  burnt 
bodies;  the  decompofition  and  recompofition  of 
water  ;  the  diflblution  of  metals  :  vegetation,  fer- 
mentation, and  ai^imalization.  For  more  than  fifteen 
years  confecutive,  Lavoifier  purfucJ,  with  unlhaken 
conftancy,  the  route  he  had  marked  out  for  himfelf, 
withttu-t  makiijg  a  iingle  falfe  ilep,  or  fuffering  his 
ardour  to  be  damped  hy  the  numerous  and  increaling 
obftacles  which  conftar.tly  befet  him. 

At  ler.gch,  in  1784,  backed  by  the  co-inciding 
opinions  of  all  the  moft  eminent  French  chemiils, 
he  determined  to  blend,  in  a  fmgk  tableau^  all  the 
dilFerent  colourings  of  truth  which-  he  had  long  be- 
fore pourtrayed  diftin6tively  ; — this  celebrated  ele- 
mentary treatife  did  not  make  its  appearance  till  the 
year  1789,  This  lail  work  prefents  the  fcience  in 
a  fhape  completely  novel,  arid  ferves  more  particu- 
larly to  diftinguifh  the  manner  of  Lavoifier  from 
that  of  Dr.  Prieftley  :  it  crowns  with  immortality 
the  glory  of  Lavoifier.  Although  the  French  and 
EiiGililb  chemifl:  refembled  each  other  not  a  little  in 

o 

the  numbered  multiplicity  of  their  experiments  on 
elaftic  fluids,  yet  how  diiFerent  were  tne  refpe£tive 
refults  which  they  deduced  from  th^-m  ! 

Many  were  the  fervices  rendered  by  Lavoifier,  in 
a  public  and  private  capacity,  to  manufactures,  to 
the  fciences,  and  to  artifts.  Kis  domeflic  virtues, 
however,  fliould  not  be  wholly  paflcd  by ;  as  a  friend, 
relative,  hufband,  &c,  his  conduct  was  exemplary : 

in 
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m  his  manners,  he  was  unaffectedly  plain  and 
fimple.  Many  young  perfons,  not  bleffed  with  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  but  incited  by  their  inclination  to 
woo  the  fciences,  have  confeffed  their  obligations 
to  him,  for  pecuniary  aid ;  many,  alfo,  were  the 
unfortunate,  whom  he  relieved  in  filence,  and  with- 
out even  the  oflentation  of  virtue.  In  the  com- 
munes of  the  department  of  the  Loir  &  Cher^  where 
he  pofiefled  confiderable  eftatcs,  frequently  would  he 
vifit  the  cottages  of  indigence  and  diftrefs  j  long,  in- 
deed, v/ill  his  memory,  and  that  of  his  amiable  fpoufe, 
be  cherifhed  there  !  This  vartuous  man,  fo  dear  to  his 
country,  to  the  fciences,  and  to  the  world,  was  at 
length  fuddenly  hurried  into  the  tomb,  as  one  of  the 
Farmers-General^  from  the  pinnacle  of  public  and 
private  happinefs,  by  a  fet  of  homicides,  v/ho  made  a 
fportof  facrificing  the  lives  of  thebeftmen,  to  a  fan- 
guinary  idol  of  their  own  fetting-up  ! — The  pen  re- 
fufes  to  recite  the  particulars  of  this  barbarous  butchery. 
■ — Honoured  {hade,  accept  the  regrets  and  the  palms 
which  every  friend  of  man  bears  to  thy  deferved  re- 
nown;  and  may  the  m>emory  of  thy  virtues,  thy  ge- 
nius,'and  thy  courage,  live  in  the  bofoms  of  good  men, 
when  the  horrid  cataftrophies  which  have  blackened 
the  hiftory  of  thy  country  fhallTrnk  into  oblivion ! 

[This  article  Is  partly  taken  from  t'lc  beautiful  elcge  of  Lalande, 
^'  and  iirft  appeared  in  the  Monthly   Magazine   for  January 

I797-] 

THIBAUDEAU 

Is  a  man  of  amiable  character,  gentle  manners,  and 
confiderable  talents  j  but  is  fuppofed  to  be  hoftile 

to 
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to  the  prefent  republican  eftablilhmcnt.  He  was 
©riginrJly  an  advocate  of  great  coijfideration,  and 
afterwards  becnme  deputy  in  the  convention  for  the 
department  of  La  Vienne.  Soon  after  he  had  voted 
for  the  King's  death,  he  appeared  to  change  his 
principle?,  and  has  ever  fince  evinced  r.  difpofition 
for  the  reftoration  of  royalty.  He  has  alfo  been 
laudably  dellrous  of  ameliorating  the  fate  cf  the 
emigrant  nobility.  srfi  ,ii£fn3i  "io  yd^iow  8> 
.  With  thcfe  dlfpofitions,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  he 
did  not  make  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  convention' 
prior  to  the  year  1795.  lt_  is  only  recorded  of 
him,  that  in  the  month  of  December,  1793,  he  was 
ele6lfcd  one  of  the  fecretaries  during  the  prefidency 
cf  Ccutbon,  2nd  that  about  the  fame  period  he  be- 
came one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  pub- 
lic inftruaion.  ^•jq'J^  01  i^-x^ 

In  the  latter  capacity,  he  prefented  the 'aclmlr able 
report  to  the  convention  on  the  improvement  of  the 
mufeum  cf  natural  hiftor}',  called,  uudcr  the  mo- 
narchy,/^ Jarciln  Royale  des  Plantes,  lo  this 
report  is  to  be  attributed  the  origin  of  the  decrees 
for  the  purchafe  of  the  adjacent  buildings,  the  ag- 
grandizement cf  trat  inftiiucion,  and  the  addition  of 
numberlefs  objccis.  It  is  unde-niable,  that  the  con- 
vention achieved  mere  in  behalf  cf  this  garden  than 
did  the  illuftrious  Buiton,  or  than  had  been  efFeded 
fmce  its  foundation,  under  the  direction  of.  Tour- 
nifort. 

The  brilliant  exertions  of  Thibaudeau  com- 
menced with  the  year  1795.     It   was  then  that  he 
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diftingulfhed  himfelf  by  his  numerous  fpeecbes  and 
reports  upon  the  critical  ftate  of  the  republic,  and 
the  diftrefies  caufed  by  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment. The  finances,  perfonal  liberty,  concilatory 
laws,  Sec.  fell  fuccellively  within  the  fphere  of  his 
exertions.  He,  in  a  word,  acted  as  though  he  meant 
to  overturn  every  thing  that  had  been  effected  by 
the  revolution. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  royal  ids  of  the 
fouth  having  nude  two  attempts  to  affaffinate  the 
republicans,  a  commiillon  was  twice  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  charge,  and  Thibaudeau  was  each 
time  one  of  the  leading  members.  He  ftated  in 
their  reports,  that  thffe  affaffinations  were  only  the 
refult  of  mal-adminiilration,  and  that  they  had  never 
been  fo  numerous  as  to  require  extra^j'dinary  mca» 
fures  to  reprefs  them.  It  was  however  ftated  in 
contradiction,  and  as  a  matter  of  £v£t,  in  the  official 
journal  of  the  DiretStory,  that  the  affaffination^  per- 
petrated in  the  year  1797  only,  amounted  to  tVv'enty- 
three  thouflmd  !  This  may  have  been  a  grofs  exag- 
geration, but  it  is  clear  that  Thibaudeau  favoured 
the  aflaiTins. 

He  fat  in  all  the  fubfequent  Icgiflatures,  and  lat- 
terly attached  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Pichegru  and 
Barthelem.y ;  aclcd  in  concert  with  Camille  Jourdan, 
Imbert,  Colomes,  5cc.  and  became  one  of  the  moft 
fevcrc  cenfurers  of  the  Directory.  It  was  therefore 
not  at  all  aftonifhin^  that  he  fiiould  be  involved  in 
their  profcription. 

He 
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He  was  fortunate  enough,  howcvrr,  to  efftc^  his 
cfcape  from  Paris,  and  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
couritry.  When  time  had  allowed  the  minds  of  his 
enemies  to  cool,  and  tlie  triumphant  Directory  was 
enabled  to  liflen  to  the  voice  of  moderation,  Thi- 
baudeau's  friends  moved  in  the  council  of  five  hun- 
dred, that  the  dtcree  of  tranfportation  fhould  not 
b3  carried  into  execution  with  .^fptct  to  him,  who 
they  faid  had  not  eiUered  into  the  .  ,tQ  fa<Stion  from 
ariflocratic  views,  but  in  confcquence  of  his  beloved 
iyftcm  of  a  mild  and  regular  adminiftration,  which 
fpirithe  had  often  evinced  even  in  the  moft  turbulent 
times  of  the  convention. 

The  mciion  war  agreed  to,  and  Thibaudeau  has 
TiOt  fince  been  molefted.  He  has,  however,  fallen 
into  fo  great  a  degree  of  obfcurity,  that  his  name  has 
net  been  mentioned  during  the  lafl:  ten  months. 

FAUCHET. 

It  has  been  unjuftly  obferved  of  the  priedhood, 
that  ail  its  mtnibers  are  attached  to  defpotifm,  and 
that  a  kind  of  tacit  compafl  exifts  between  civil 
a--d  ecclefiafticai  tyrants,  for  the  fubjugation  of 
mankind  -,  one  of  the  contracting  parties  exercifnig 
dominion  over  the  fouls,  the  other  over  tl->e  bodies 
of  their  fubjecls;  each  fupp-rting  the  other  in  the 
arbitrary  exercile  c-f  its  refpe^tive  claim.s.  Were 
this,  however,  to  be  admitted  as  a  general  rule,  how 
many  glorious  exceptions  might  be  mentioned  ? -— 
It  muft   be  confefled,  that   to  the   clerical  nfor^ 

mers 
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mers  of  the  fixteentli  century  wc  are  indebted  for 
the  emiinC(pation  of  the  human  mind  from  the  th-al- 
dam  of  prieflcraft,  and  it  is  from  their  arfena!  that 
the  ftiarpeft  and  moil:  deadly  weapons  have  been  bor*- 
rowed  for  the  conHicl  with  the  foes  of  ci^vll  li- 
i^erty. 

When  the  French  clergy  bctran  to  fpurn  at  the 
yoke  of  the  "  Bifh.^p  of  Rome,*'  they  were  perhaps 
more  piqued  at  the  infolent  dominion  of  a  foreigner, 
than  convinced  of  his  ufurpations.  The  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  Gnllican  churchy  however,  added  to 
the  national  dignity,  and  in  the  independence  of  the- 
hierarchy,  fomething  sppeared  to  have  been  gained 
by  the  people.  Since  that  memorable  epoch,  tlic 
minds  of  the  clergy,  particularly  thofe  refiding  in 
the  great  cities,  have  become  more  expanded,  and  the 
fchifm  which  took  place  at  an  early  period  of  the 
French  revolution,  proved  that  arbitrary  pov;er  had 
become  hideous,  even  to  a  mAiltitude  of  churchmen. 

Claude  Fauchct  was  born  at  Erne,  rn  the  depart- 
ment of  Nievre,  on  the  22d  of  September  1744;  he 
was  one  of  the  abled  clergymen  of  his  time,  in 
refpefl  to  pulpit  eloquence;  for  the  days  of  tfie 
Flechiers  and  BoiTuets  had  pafTed  away.  His  mental 
pov/ers,  however,  had  made  him  known  even  in  his 
youth,  and  obtained  for  him  the  dignity  of  Fredica- 
teur  du  Ro'u  He  w?.s  afterwards  appointed  Jhhe 
Comrmrtdataire  dc  Monfort^  and  at  length  Vicar-ge- 
neral of  Bourges.  His  funeral  oration  d(i^''the  death 
of  the  celebrated  Abbe  Charles  Michael  de  TEpce, 
inventor  of  the  new  method  f*^ ;  educating  the  deaf  and 
F  f  ^  damlK 
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damb,  was  the  firft  effay  in  France  towards  the  apo^. 
theofis  of  fuch  citizens  as  haddefcrvecl  well  of  their 
country  by  their  labours,  talents,  and  patriotifm. 

As  he  h"mfelf  obferved,  ^'  this  alfo  was  the  firft 
time  that  the  cbjecf  of  a  funeral  eloge  in  a  church 
was  neither  a  tyrant  nor  an  abettor  of  tyranny^  de- 
ferving  rather  of  the  public  Execration  than  of  flat- 
tery from  the  chair  of  tiuth.** 

,:  Early  in  the  year  1790,  Fauchet  published  a  work 
of  fonie  celebiity,  entitled  "  De  la  Religion  Nitio- 
nale."  In  this  he  attempted  to  prove,  firil,  the 
neccflity  of  religicn  and  of  a  national  worihip ;  fe- 
condiy,  tliat  the  Chriflian  religion  was  the  heft 
adapted  to  a  monarchical  ftate;  and,  thirdly,  he  af- 
ierted  the  relation  between  theCatholick  faith  and  the 
temporal  power,  or,  in  the  technical  phrafe  of'  the 
Gallicar.  church,  "  Concorde  du  Saccrdcce  et  de 
r^mplre.''  It  is  alfo  fuppcfed  that  he  had  a  large 
il?.are  in  the  formation  of  the  civil  conftitutioii  of 
the  clergy,  and  that  jointly  with  the  Abbe  Lamoiti^tte 
he  was  the  inventor  of  the  ctvick  oaih  ^^vc\it\\9iQrt<\ 
10  the  conflitutional  pritfts.  •-  .    r 

The  revolution  found  the  Abbe  Fauchet  both 
rich  ai  d  rcfpeclablc.  In  comm»on  v.'ith  nearly  all 
the  enlightened  men  of  France,  he  hailed  the  con- 
vocation of  the  States-General  as  an  epoch  aufpici- 
ous  to  the  liberties  and  happihefs  of  mankind.  -  'Na- 
turally of  an  ardent  difpcfitic^n,  he  evinced  uncommon 
zeal  in  the  fupport  of  his  political  opinions,  and  being 
of  an  cnthufiallical  turn  of  mind,  he  transferred  his  holy 
Itrvvurs  from' the  ahars  of  fuperliition  to  the  fhrine 

of 
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of  Hbertv.     In  fhorf,  fome  cf  his  produdlloiis  breathe 
a  fpirit  of  palitlcal  myjiicijnu 

He  was  one  of  the  many  patriots  who  fuppofcd 
the  court  from  the  beginning  infincere;  it  mull  be 
owned  th^t  there  was  but  too  much  caufe  for  this 
fufpicion !  It  was  accordingly  decided  early  in  the 
revolutloii.that  fome  great  blow  fhould  b^  ftruck, 
in  order  to  appal  the  royal i ft s,  and  pei-haps  terrify 
-jikK  fecret  advifcis  of  Louis  XV I. ;  this  was  accord- 
ingly achieved  by  the  capture  of  the  Ballille  on  July 
i4th>  i-ySg,  which  produced  a  marked  preponde- 
rance in  favour  of  the  nation. 

The  Abbe  Fauchet  on. this  occafion  participated 
\v\    thedaiigers  and  the  honours  cf  the  day,  for  he 
.  is  iiajd.  to  have  been  one  of  the  feftf\viio,  enterM 
"  the  King's  Callle  "  fword'  in  hand  f     ' 

But  it  was  not  as  a  foldier  only  that  he  diflin- 
^^,^ur(^e]d.birpfelfs.as.a-clergymaii  he  Vv^as  ftrviceUiIe 
-^,4o,jt^he,caiire  in, a  ftill  more  eminent  degree.     It  was 
3-ta..ncvcltyi  to.  JbeholJ  a  man  of  his  ^r/vf/V  rcnouIicin(J• 
[^  jb,e.  d^Cirlnqs  of/*-  pjifTive  obedience  "   and   ^*  rion- 
refiftance,"  and  preaching  the  "iniJDrefcripr.bl'e  rights 
f'tef  mail,"  to  the  people.     Accordingly,  en  great  oc- 
1,  rcafions  he  was  ufually  invited  to  pronounce  one  cf 
.;to  clvick  fermons^  and  as  all  memorable  fub^ects  al- 
io Wi.ample- field  for  conje6lure,  he   pleafed  ev:n  the 
.  fanatical  part  of  his  audieiice  by  detailing  the  virtues 
:an.d  faiierings  of  the  Fou.xder  of  our  holy  religior., 
whom  he  defcribed  as   ^^  puor,  purfecuted,  fufi-jring 
for  the  rood  caufe^  and  a  mofr  excellent   Sar.s  Cu- 
iQtter 

F  ^  2  An 
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An  admin.ble  cccafion  prcfenteJ  itfeU  in  17^0, 
for  the  e.xercii^-  of  his  oratory.  On  the  J  Ith  of  Jane 
Min.be.-u  er.tered  the  Natiori?lAfrcmbly,_anncui:ced 
the  clc.ah  of  FranicUrij  and  moved  that  the  duputk^ 
Ihouid  wear  mourning  for  three  days  my M$  mckn- 
tfho^/ event:  a  propofition  in^antlyftflent^d  to  by 
acclamation*."  ' 

Er.riy 


*  The  np.iTic:  of  Franklin  ard  Mirabcau.  are  fo  jurtly  c^ibrSTcd, 
t!wt  every  tising  apperCaTiing  to  ihcm,  becomes  an  objtrt  of 
ctiriof.ty.  It  has,  therefore,  been  deemed  proper  to  infcrt  the 
fplb vying  accursie  acccu nt  of  the  proceedings  •. 

, -,  **  National  Affcmbly,  nth  June,  1790. 

•*  M.  MIrabeau  the  eider,  having  demanded  and  cbtamfdletve 
to  ffeak,  addrefTed  ths  AfTcnribly  as  follows:   • 
'  Franklin  is  de?d!  * 

[On  this  a  profound  and  lokmn  filehcetook  place  throughout 
th€  hiilL]  ■■"''•"  '.   •■■   '' 

*  Tlic  genius  which  gave  freedom  to  America,*  and  Icattered 
torrents  of  light  upon  Europe,  Is  retufhed  t'd  th<f  bofom  of  the 
Diviniy.  -*^"'^'  ^^''  •'^''*  i-''^^'  -i^nh  .ot  ^n<:-wQ<n 

*  Tlic  fage  v/hcn?.  two  worlds  claim  :  the  rilan  dlfpoted  by  the 
Mftory  of  the  fcicnces,  and  the  hiftory  of  rmpirtsj  holds,  moH: 
undou'.tedlyj  an  tlevated  rank  in  the  human  fj^fcifes. 

*  Pi^Ktical  cabintts  liave  but  too  long  notifitd  the  death  of  ihofe 
v.'ho  were  never  great  but  in  their  funeral  orations  j  the  etiquette 
cf  courts  has  but  too  long  fardioned  hypocritical  grief.  Nations 
ought  only  to  mo'urn  lor  their  beriefsdlors  5  the  reprefentativcs  61' 
f-ceiuen  ought  never  to  recommend  any  other  than  the  i»«roes  of 
humanity  to  their  homage. 

*  The  Congrefs  hath  "ordered  a  g^eneral  mourrinj  for  one  month 
throughout  the  fourteen  confederated  flatts,  on  account  of  the 
dtath  of  Franklin :  and  America  hath  thus  acquitted  hci-  trltute 
of  admiration  in  behalf  cf  one  of  the  fathers  of  her  confUturicm. 

«  Would 
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Early  In  July,  the  Commune  of  Paris  determined 

that  this  occurrence  (hould  be  marked  hy  an  appro- 


*  Would  it  not  be  worthy  of  ycu,  fellovv-legiOators,  to  unite 
yourfevcs  In  this  religious  a(\,  to  participate  in  this  homage 
rendered  in  the  face  of  the  univerfe  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  to 
the  philofophcr  who  has  fo  eminently  propagated  the  conquefl  of 
them  throughout  the  world  ? 

*  Antiquity  would  have  elevated  altars  to  that  mortal,  wh.o  for 
the   advantage  of  the   human   race,    embracing  both  heaven  and 
earth  in  his  vart  ar.d  cxtenfive  mind,  knew  how  tofubdue  thunder 
and  TYRANNY.  .    ',M■■ 
*  Enlightened  and  free,  Europe  at  kaft  owes  its  remembrance  and 

regret,  to  one  of  the  greatell  men,  who  have  ever  ferved  the  caufe 
of  philofophy  and  liberty. 

*  I  propofe,  thertf jre,  that  a  decree  60  now  pafs,  ena'fling,  that 
tlie  National  Aflcpibly  flaall  wear  m.ourning  during  three  days  for 
Benjamin  Franivlin.' 

*  M.  M.  de  Rochtfaucault  and  la  Fayette  immediately  arofe  In 
order  to  fecond  this  motion. 

*  The  AlTembly  adopted  it,  at  firfl  by  acclamation  j  and  after- 
wards decreed  by  a  large  majority  amjdl\  the  plaudits  of  all  the 
fpedators,  th^t  on  Monday,  the  i^th  of  June,  it  Ihould  go  into 
mourning  for  three  days  j  that  the  difcourfe  of  M.  Mirabeau  (hould 
te  printed  j  and  that  the  Prefident  ihould  write  a  letter  of  condo- 
lence  upon  the  occafion,  to  the  Congrefs  of  America.'* 

On  the  14th  of  June,  the  citizens  of  Paris,  imitating  the  example 
of  tlie  National  Afllmbly,  appeared  alfo  in  mourning,  and  *  the 
friends  of  the  revolution  and  of  humanity  '  ailembled  at  the  Cafe 
Precede,  wi/hing  to  render  ail  due  honours  to  the  memory  of  the 
great  American,  ordered  tlie  glalTes  to  be  covered  with  crape, 
and  the  inner  apartment  to  be  hung  with  blsck. 

On  the  door  towards  the  ftreet  was  the  following  infcriptlon : 

*'    rSAKKLIN     EST    MORtI" 

*•   Frar.kim  is  dead!  " 
At   cr.e  end   of  the   apartment  was  placed  his  buft,  crowned 
with  oak  leaves,  rind  at  th«  foot  of  the  pcdcftal  was  engraved  the 
word  viii.  - 

F  f  3  priate 
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priate  dlfcourfe,  and  they  feleded  the  Abbe  Fauchet 
as  the  orator  of  the  day.  Accordingly,  on  the  2ift 
or  that  month,  this  popular  preacher  delivered  an 
culoglum  at  the  Rotunda^  in  honour  of  Franklhi, 
in  prefence  of  the  deputies  to  the  legiflative  afTem- 
bly,  the  mayor,  the  commandant-general  of  the  na- 
tioiial  guards,  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  commcms, 
the  prefidents  of  the  d.iilrii^^s,  and  the  eledlQ^:s^^(  the 
capital.  -Hj-m  o^?'^-  -id -J^ir 

"  The  city  of  Paris,*'  fays  he,  "  v/hlch  once  con- 
tained this  phiiofopher  within  its  walls  j  which  was 
iiitoxicated  with. the  pleafure  of  hearing,  admiring, 
and;  loving  him;  of  gathering  from  his  lips  the 
rfiaxims  of .  moral  legillation  and  of  imbibing 
from  the  eftufions  of  his  heart  a  paffion  for  the  pub- 
lick  welfare,  rivals  Bofion  and  Philadelphia,  his  tv/o 
native  cities  (for  in  one  he  was  born  as  it  were  a 
man,  and  in  the  other  a  legifiator),  in  its  profound 
attachment  to  his  merit  and  his  glory. 

"  It  has  accordingly  commanded  this  funerafi 
folemnity,  m  order  to  perpetuate  the  gratitude  and 
the  grief  of  this  third  country,  which  by  the  courage 
and  ai^ivity  with  which  it  has  profited  of  his  lefTons, 
has  faev/n  itfelf  worthy  of  having  him  at  once  for 
an  inflrudor  and  a  model. 

"  In  {ele(fbing  me  for  the  Interpreter  of  its  wifhes, 
it  has  declared,  that  it  is  lefs  to  the  talents  of  an 
crater  thsn  the  patriotifm  of  a  citizen,  the  zeal  of  a 
preach :m'  of  liberty,  and  the  fenfibility  of  friend  of 
men,  that  it  hath  confided  this  folemn  funcSlion.  In 
this  point  of  vlevt'  I  may  fpeak  with  a  holy  confidence ; 
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for  I  have  the  publick  opinion,  and  the  teftlmony  of 
aiy  own  confcience  to  lecond  my  wifties.  Since 
nothing  elfe  is  wanting  than  freedom  and  (enfibility^, 
for  that  fpecies  of  eloquence  which  this  eulogiuni 
requires,  I  am  fatisfled,  for  I  already  polTsfs  them. 

"  My  voice  fhall  extend  to  France,  to  America, 
to  pofteri  ty  ;  I  am  now  to  do  }u  ft  ice  to  a  great  -man^ 
the  founder  of  tranf-Atlantick  freedom;  1  am  to 
pralfe  him  in  the  name  of  the  mother-city  of  French 
liberty  ;  I  myfelf  alfo  am  a  man  ;  I  am  a  free  man  ; 
I  poflifs  the  fufFrages  of  my  fellow  citizens  :  this  is 
enough  ;  my  difcourfe  fhall  be  immortal  !" 

The  orator  next  proceeds  to  narrate  fome  particu- 
lars refpecting  the  *  life  of  this  truly  great  man  : 

"  Benjamin  Franklin,"  adds  he,  "  was  born  at 
the  eommencement  cf  the  prefent  century,  in  Bcfton, 
the  capital  of  New  England.  His  father,  perfecuted 
in  his  own  country,  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions,  (for  the  Englifh  fo  wavering  in  regard  to 
religion,  and  who  have  fo  often  changed  it  by  A^  of 
Parliament^  at  the  nod  of  corrupt  kings  and  fana* 

'     ■      '  ■  ■     I.  ■  .  .     I.         ■        ■■ ,     .  ...  .  ,  ■      ,  I         I        »e 

*  M.  Fauchet  was  exceedingly  correiSt  as  to  all  the  important 
events  of  Franklin's  life.  He  was  indebted  on  this  occafion,  to 
the  communications  of  M.  Veillard  tntendant  of  the  waters  cf  PafTy, 
M.  Fleury,  and  M.  C  Roy,  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  &c.  and  keeper  of  the  king's  cabi- 
net of  natural  hiftory  :  all  of  whom  were  intimate  with  the  Ame» 
»-;can  ambaHTador. 

The  Abbe  himfelf  was  alfo  acquainted  with  him,  having  often 
dined  in  company  with  Franklin,  at  a  little  charming  villa  at 
Pafly,  belwgiDg  ta  M.  Roy  de  Chaumont. 

ileal 
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tical  chiefs,  have  always  been,  and  arc  at  this  very 
day  perfecutors'  ;  his  father,  I  fay,  took  refuge  in 
the  new  vi'orld,  vi'here  the  church  of  England,  not 
having  as  yet  intruded  her  intolerant  folicitude,  per- 
mitted the  liberty  of  confcience. 

"  His  profeflion  was  obfcure  ;  but  it  is  from  this 
very  obfcurity  that  it  is  glorious  for  him  to  have 
elevated  himfelf  to  the  head  of  his  ration,  and  to 
have  become  the  chief  as  it  were  of  mankind.  He  who 
was  deftined  to  be  the  founder  and  the  prefident  of 
the  Philofophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  the  creator 
and  the  foul  of  the  Congrefs  of  America,  was  at  firft 
brought  up  to  the  trade  of  a  tallow-chandler.  The 
celebrated  orator  Fiechier  began  life  among  ourfelves 
precifely  in  the  fame  manner  :  it  may  be  confidered 
as  a  prodigy,  that  under  the  feudal  arl{l:ocracy,  he 
(hould  have  ever  become  an  opulent  bifliop  ! 

"  The  hereditary  nobles,  the  titled  families  (it  Is 
but  yeflerday  as  it  were,  they  have  ceafed  to  exiil  in 
France)  regarding  his  elevation  with  a  degree  of 
furprife,  mingled  with  fcorn,  were  unable  to  con- 
ceive how  a  minifter  dared  to  confer  a  bifhoprick  on 
a  plebeian. 

"  Duke,  replied  the  bifhop  of  Nimes  to  one  of 
his  contemporaries  who  was  bafe  enough  to  reproach 
him  witli  the  occupation  of  his  father,  this  is  in 
truth  what  diftinguifhes  us  from-  each  other  :  if  you 
had  been  born  in  the  fame  ftation  that  I  was,  you 
would  have  ftill  remained  a  maker  of  candles  !" 

As  it  has  been  moil  unjuftly  afferted,  that  the 
Abbe   was  very  lax  in  the  article  of  beliefj  it  may 

not' 
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not  be  amils  to  fubjoin  the  concluding  part  of  this 
iU^e^  in  which  he  makes  the  foUov/ing  apoflrophe^ 
'O  the. Deity  : 

^*  Eternal  ruler  of  humriH  occurrences!  who 
accoidiijg  to  thy  prc-mifv?,  Wili  difpof^^  ^v§ry  thiiig  in 
favour  of  our  infant  liberty  *,  \i  is  thou  who  haft  ac- 
cumulated in  fibnce  thole  remarkable,  prodigious, 

i  miraculous  iYciiiS)  In  order  to  operate  the  crea- 
tion of  cur  happinefs. 

^""«  But,  in  the  combination  of  all  thy  benefits,  the 
gfeatc^fi:  is,  that  thou  haft  given  us  a  Frank L in,  and 
C9nne(5lcd  us  with  an  America  5  the  moft  propi- 
tious is,  that  thou  hi! ft  placed  in  the  balance  of  the 
dellinies,  the  genius  of  the  national  afTembly,  ai:d' 
t|ie  patriotHoi  of  Bailly  f  and  La  Fayette  j  the  moft 
happy  is,  that  thou  haft  in  one  day  given  liberty- to 
the  capital  and  the  provinces,  and  difpofed  a  king  to 
embrace  it.  ^'^  '''^'''^'  "'  '""'' 

"  O  memorable  fuccefs  !  the  furrounding  nations 
can  fcarcc  give  credit  to  che  truth  of  It;  but  they 
begin  to  be  moved  at  the  fight ;  their  doubts  feem 
to  evaporate,  and  they  at  length  believe  that  they 
al(b  may  be  happy.    '-' ^=  ^^-»^-^-   •^^^'^-^ 

"  Tyrants  tremble  !  your  reign  has  palTed  away ; 
we  have  now  brothers  in  fentiment  over  all  the 
earth.  But  a  little  longer,  and  in  a  mutual  inde- 
pendence and  equal   affection,  the  nations  of  the 


*  Tu  autem  dominaior  virtutis  -  •  -  «  -  cum  m.'gna  rcvcren- 
tia  difponis  nos. 

•f  Then  nviyov  of  Paris. 

univeric 
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uiiivcrfc  will  be  afi:oni{heJ  at  being  happy,  and  at 
■finding  themfelves  Frenchmen  I       ' '*    '''"  .'   '•  'J^ 

*'  Venefable  old  man,  augu^i  phiic)rSph'^r;^1fgHfa- 
tor  cf  the  felicity  of  thy  countfy,  prophet  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  the  human  race,  Wh'at  cxtatidk  happlnefs 
embellifhed  the  end  of  thy  rarcer  !  From  thy  for- 
tuiiat-e  afylunij  and  in  the  midiVof  thy  brothers,  who 
enjoyed  In  trahquillity  the'frultrbf-'thjrviritres  dnd 
the  fuccefs  of  thy  genius,  thou  'haifl  luhg  foti^?  of 
deliverance.  The  laft  lookf-  which  tli^u  caft  atoilnd 
thee,  beheld  America  happ  /.  France  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ocean  free,  and  ..  jure  indication- of  the 
approaching  freedom  and  hjjppinefs  cf  the  world.- 

"  The  United  Sfa'es  loc  king  upon  thi^mfclves  as 
thy  children,  have  bewailed  the  death  of  the  father 
of  their  rcpublick ;  France  tby  famil^^  by -adoyt'on 
has  honoured  the  founder  of  their '  lavv's  ;  and  the 
human  race  has  received  thee  as  the  univcrfal  p.i- 
tria-ch  who  has  formed  the  alliance  'bf''hmire-'Whh 
fbciety.-      .''^""     '  --'''■'-•  •■   "^ ''^'J,  ^o  yin^i-jb  -j^anii 

"  Tltii/^ie^rr^T^i^€'Wot^^^  '^l^^gesPf^thy 
nierrory  tb  all  nations  ;  thy  glory  to  eternity  !'*'    ' 

This  fpirl ted  efFufion  to  the  memory  of  fi'fatnoiis 
Hereiick^w^is  attended  with  a  fingular  effect,  for  "it 
contributed  not  a  little  to  render  the  orator  a  dicrria- 
tory  of  the  Cathollck  church.  A  grand  dtv'lfibn 
at  this  period  was  about  to  take  place  in  the  Galilean 
communion,  which  may  henceforth  be  faid  to  have 
been  divided  into  jurors  and  non-juron  \  thcfe  who 

fubrcribed 
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fubfcribed  the  civil  confritutic?!^  and  thofe  who  re- 
jected it;  the  patriotick,  and  the  refractory  clergy. 
Fauchet,  as  may  be  eafily  imagined,  ranged  himfelf 
on  the  fide  of  the  former,  and  became  bifhop  of 
Calvados  In  Normandy. 

This  circumftance  added  to  his  reputation  for  p:x- 
triocif.n,  of  courfe  gave  him  a  certain  deg.  ee  of  Inte.- 
reft  within  the  precincts  of  his  own  diocefe,,  and  we 
accordingly  find  him  reprefenting  the  department  in 
the  National  Convention,. notwithftanding  Norma^iidy 
at  that  time  abounded  with  royalifts. 

Here,  as  before,  he  took  the  popular  fide,  and  re- 
mained equally  firm  and  zealous  in  his  attacliment, 
.until  the  fatal  difpute  betv/een  the  Brifibtines  and  tiie 
■ijloan tain. party  deluged  all  France  with  blood. 

On  that  OGcafion,  as  it  may  be  eafily  fuppofcd,  he 
-did  not  hefitate  to  take  part  with  the  great  and  vir- 
tuous men,  who  oppofed  R-cbefpierre  and  Marat,  and 
were  hnallv  obliged  to  fuccumb  before  the  more  for- 
wnate  deftiny  of  thee  atrocious  tyrants. 

He   was   of  courfe  involved  in  the  affair  of  the 

twenty-<:)ne  profcribed  members,  on  the  31(1  of  M;,y; 

notwithftanding  this  he  might  have  {till  efcaped,  i  ad 

not  other  charges,   of  a  very   ferious    nature,    bjcn 

brought  againft  him..      He  v/as  accufed,  in  the  great 

mother  fociety^  of  having  procured  a  paflport  for  M. 

-de,  Naibonne,  the  ex-mirifter,  on  account  of  wh:ch 

r,his  name  was   erafed  from  the  lift  of  Jacobins.     A 

oHiore  fatal,  and  perhaps  a  more  honourable  accufation 

.  was  next  brought  forward.    Chabot  denounced  him 

for 
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for  having  received  a  vifit:  frcm  Charlotte  Corday*, 
afiier  the  aflairination  of  Marat. 

In  confcquence  of  this,  he  was  immediately  ar- 
rclled  as  a  royalijf^  and  executed  on  the  jifl  of  Oc- 
tober 1793,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Fauchet  was  cllcemed  orraccount  of  the  regularity 
of  his  life,  and  the  auftciity  or  his  principles.  ^  Al- 
though opulent,  he  was  not  expenfive,  being  modefl 
in  his  deportment,  and  avoiding  every  tlung  that  had 
the  appearance  of  oftentation.  His  eloquence  was 
deemed  pleafing,  rather  than  perfuafive;  and  he  was 
a  zealous  admirer  of  J.  J.  RouiTeau,  whofe  memory 
he  cherifhed  with  a  refpedl  bordering  on  adoration. 

In  his  perfon,  he  was  above  the  middle  fize, 
and  hi<^  countenance  exhibited  fomething  particularly 
prepofTefiing. 


•  The  zeal  of  Chafx)t,  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occafions,  out- 
ran his  veracity.  It  is  a  wcil-authcr.ticated  fadl,  t'lat  Mademoifelle 
Charlotte  Corf?a>,  never  faw  Fauchet.  Slie  had  indeed  been  ftrondy 
recommended  by  Ba-^baroux  to  the  Biihop  of  Caivadcs,  ard  the 
letter,  luhich  }ijd  never  hccn  pref:nteJ,  was  fcund  in  her  pocket-book, 
after  fhe  had  immolated  .Marat.  This  circumftancs,  v^hich  ought 
to  have  operated  ilrongly  in  favour  of  his  innocence,  en  the  con- 
trary, ferved  as  a  pretext  for  his  guilt.  E\it  he  was  tried  before  a 
tribunal  of  blood,  and  during  a  period  of  dliiradicn,  when  fufpicioB 
and  criminakty  had  became  fynonimous. 
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There  were  two  brothers  of  this  name,  both  at 
one  time,  in  high  favour  at  the  P'rench  Court,  the 
cl'devant  Count  efpeclally,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  Queen  and  Madame  de 
Lambcille.  A  little  before  the  revolution,  he  married 
a  rich  Creole  of  St.  Domingo,  with  whom  he  got 
immenfe  wealth, 'in  confequence  of  the  interceffion 
of  a  great  perfonage ;  but  no  fooner  did  that  event 
take  place,  than  he  declared  himfelf  on  the  fide  of 
the  people*  On  being  reproached  with  ingratitude^ 
be  replied  in  language  worthy  of  a  Roman, — ''  that 
the  firft  and  deareft  obligations  of  a  citizen  are  to 
his  country." 

No  fooner  did  the  Lameths  join  in  the  general  cry 
for  a  limited  government,  than  they  v/ere  reminded 
fey  the  coiirtiers^  of  their  plebeian  origin.  It  was 
difcovered  that  their  great  grandfather  had  been  a 
tallow-chandler  at  Amiens,  and  their  grandfather  a 
furgeon*.  Thefe  little  genealogical  anecdotes  were 
all  forgotten,  w^hilc  they  bafked  in  the  funihine  of 
Verfailles,  and  vied  in  favour  and  fplendour  with  the 
dukes  and  peers  of  France.  The  moment,  however, 
it  was  known  that  they  fecretly  appro ved'of  the  de- 
fl:ru61:ion  of  the  Baftille,  the  obfcurity  of  their  an- 
ceftors  feems  to  have  become  criminal,  and  it  began 

*  He  feems  to  have  been  a  man  of  fonae  eminence,  for  he  was 
furgeon  to  Cardinal  A-Iazarine. 

G  g  to 
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to   be  whifpered  abroad,   that  they  thcmfclves  ccuM 
fcarcL'ly  be  confidered  as  gentlemen  ! 

The  circumftances  juft  recapitulated  gave  birth  to 
many  fplenetlclc  h'terary  efFufions  on  the  part  cf  their 
cnemieSj  and  we  fliall  here  tranfcribe  one  of  the  lam- 
poons publiflied  on  the  occafion: 

*'  Jadis,  dans  Amiens,  un  Sieur  Lameth,  dIt-oh9^<^  J^L 
"  (Je  le  tiens  d'un  favant  en  genealogies) 
**  Vendoit  au  public  des  bougies  : 
<*   C'ttoit  un  marchand  de  renom  ;     '' 
**  Meme  on  lui  doit  rercdtjon  en  reverberes: 
■  ' "«  Le  bonhomme  n'avoit  d'autre  pretention 
**  Que  de  vendre  fts  huillcs  cheres. 
*♦  Qu'ilferoit  ficrde  fon  invention, 
•'  S'il  en  voyoit  les  effets  falutaires ! 
*<  Ses  pctits-fils,  que  de  la  nation 
*'  Sont  devenus  tout-a-coup  ics  lumlcrts 
"  Pour  Teclairer  de  la  bonne  faron 
"  Dans  les  archives  deleurs  peres,"  &c. 

When  any  outrage  was  committed  againfl  the 
royal ifts  ;  when  the  caftles  of  the  nohlejfe  were  fet 
on  fire  by  an  enraged  and  cpprefTed  peasantry,  or 
the  perfons  of  the  arijJocrates  threatened  with  chaf- 
tifement,  the  recital  was  {\:irc  to  be  accompanied  by 
fome  jtft  againft  the  I/ameths,  who  were  faid  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  the  plot,  and,  not  unmindful  of  the 
calling  of  their  humble  anceftors,  were  ftill  fond  of 
"  letting  blood,"  and  anxious  to  "  enlighten  houfes 
u-ith  flambeaus,  and  underflandings  with  lanterned,'* 
However  clumfy  thefe  jokes  may  appear,  they  were 
felt,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  objects  of  them 
ceafed  to  merit  the  animadverfions  cf  the  cour- 
tiers. 
.  During 
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During  the  greater  pa:  t  of  the  duration  of  the 
conftituent  aflembly,  the  elder  brother  evirced  a 
inarily  indeper.dence,  and  exhibited  talents  adapted  to 
the  tribune  \  for  his  elcqueiiCe  was  calculated  at  once 
to  pleafe,  inlhudl,  and  admonifh.  It  was  not  until 
the  rcvifioH  of  the  conftitutional  code,  that  his  con- 
du6l  became  equivocaj,  J  then,  indeed,  he  was  thouglit 
to  have  made  his  peace  with  the  court,  and  to  have 
been  fccretly  re-admiLted  into  the  favour  of  th-* 
Qiieen.  He  had  been,  generally  indeed,  on  but  in- 
different terms  with  thofe  whom  Cvx^  confidered  as 
her  enemies. 

His  property  being  fituated  In  the  French  Weft 
Indies,  this  circumfl-ance  intereiled  him  greatly  in 
the  queftion  concerning  negro  flavery.  He  had  n3 
cbjecVion  to  men  of  his  own  complexion  vindicating 
their  freedom  ;  but  the  idea  was  intolerable  In  refpe£l 
to  beings  with  flat  noles,  1";  izzly  hair,  and  dingy  ccm- 
plexions,— more  efpecially  as<:  he  claimed  Ibme  hun- 
dreds of  thefe  creatures  as  his  own  props rty  I  I.t 
Is  i;ot  to  bj  wor.dered  at,  then,  if  he  evinceU  a 
deadly  hatred  againft  Brifibt,  and  all  t':!0ie  apper- 
taining to  the  fociety  C2i\\ei  i'yfims  des  A^^^/rx,  who 
wtre  r.ot  fufHc'ent  metaphyficians  to  conceive  how 
hu  iiah  rights  could  b-t  affed:-d  by  the  mould  of  the 
features, -6:  the  colour 'of  the  flvin. 

Between  the  L.am.eths  and  La  Fayette  there  ex- 
i^ed  for  a  long  time  the  moft  deadly  hatred  5  they 
were  at  length,  however,  with  much  difnculty  re- 
conciled, and  even  agreed  to  a(ft  in  concert;  this 
coalition  was  of  ccurfe  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye 
G  g  2  by 
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by  the  patriotSj  who,  fuppofing  them  influenced  by 
interefted  motives,  attacked  them  with  redoubled 
vigour,  and  at  length  forced  them  to  abandon  their 
native  country. 

ALEXANDER    LAMETII. 

Notwiti]fi:anding  his  great  grandfather,  was  of  the 
fame  profe/Tion  as  the  father  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Nifmes*,  yet  he  found  means  to  become  a  Kiiight 
of  Malta.  This  was  alTu redly  in  exprefs  contradic- 
tion to  the  rules  and  regulations  cf  that  celebrated 
order  of  knighthood,' as  its  fr^^-j  were  only  to  be 
bellowed  on  fuch  candidates  as  could  prove  them- 
felvcs  nohle^  both  by  father  and  mother's  ficle,  for 
a  certain  number  of  generations.  It  demonftrates, 
however^^tYiQ  hig/}prote£fion,  as  the  courtiers  were 
accuftomcd  to  term  it,  with  which  he  was  ho- 
noured. 

'  When  the  States-General  were  convoked,  Alex- 
ander rcprefcnted  the  balliage  of  Pcronne,  Roye, 
and  Mont-Didier,  during  the  years  17S91  1790,  and 
1791.  While  In  tins  capacity,  he  acquired  cojifider- 
cble  celebrity  by  a^ppearing  to  make  a  generous  Ik?^' 
crifice  of  the  privileges  of  a  particular  cffjr  to  the 
interefts  of  his  country.  He  confequently. ranged 
himfelf  on  the  fide  of  the  minority  cf  the  nobles, 
and  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  popularity, 
notvvithftanding  his  crofs  of  iVlalta,  his  rank,  and,,his 
great  connefujns. 

*  The  father  of  ihe  celebrated  and  eloquent  Flcchier  was  a  wy.Vu>- 
cbcndUr. 

When 
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When  the  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Ma:^ 
was  prcpofedj  he  voted  for  the  affirmative;  he  alfo 
rontributed  to  the  annihilation  of  the  parl'aments, 
and  afTented  to  the  precedence  of  the  legiflative  over 
the  executive  povi^er. 

When  at  the  height  of  his  reputation,  he  attacked 
Mirabeau;  that  great  orator  defignated  him  and  his 
fupporters,  under  the  name  of  Anarchijls\  denounced 
them  by  that  title  only  eight  days  before  his  death  ^ 
and  wouldy  perhaps,  have  crufhed  them  in  the  bud,, 
if  he  had  lived  but  a  few  months  longer. 

About  this  time  he  had  obtained  fome  eminence 
m  the  Jacobin  fociety ;  but  he  made  fuch  a  tyrannic;U 
ufc  of  his  influence,  that  he  v^as  foon  abandoned. 

H^  was  elected  Pre£dent  of  the  National  Conw 
ventlon,  and  afTumed  the  chair,  on  the  2ift  of  No* 
V  ember  1790. 

1'he  Chevalier  was  at  len2;th  included  in  the  de- 
cree  of  accufation  launched  againil  Barnave,  and 
faved  himfelF  by  flight  in  1792^ 

H«  is  faid  to  be  naturally  vain  and  intriguing,  but 
his  misfortunes  have  undoubtedly  corre(R;ed  the  flrft 
cf  thefe  faults,  as  he  has  of  late  been  educated  in  the 
fchool.of  adverfity.  As  to  the  latter  qualification,, 
were  he  to  poflefs  all  the  requifites,  it  muft  o£ 
€ourfe  be  ufelefs  during  his  prefent  Gbfc\irity, 

CHARLES    LAMETB, 

A  ci'devant  Count,  and  Colonel  of  Cuirajjierfy 

Is  ftill  more  celebrated  than  his  relation,  and  at  two- 

different  periods  of  his  life  was  in  pofTeiTion  of  im- 

G  g  3  menfe 
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menfe  InHuence,  having  by  turns  been  patronifed  by 
the  court  and  the  popular  party. 

He  was  one  of  the  depuiies  in  the  States-General 
for  the  province  of  Artois,  and  condudlcd  himfelf 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  brother,  having 
fided  with  fuch  of  the  nobles  as  took  part  with 
the  people,  and,  with  them  fcorning  every  idea 
of  perfonal  intereft,  he  facrificed  his  privileges  to  his 
principles.  On  this  account  they  were  of  courfe  ab- 
horred by  the  feudal  ar'ijhcracy \  but,  perhaps,  fuch 
an  enmity  conftitutes  their  mod  honourable  eu- 
logium. 

It  has  been  faid  of  Charles,  that  he  evinced  the 
blackeft  ingratitude  on  th4s  occafion,  having  been 
educated  in  the  Court,  and  indebted  to  the  Queen 
for  his  marriage  with  a  rich  heirefs:  but  although  It 
be  a  delicate  thing  to  draw  diftinctions  between  the 
duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  and  our  refpe<S^  to  indi- 
viduals, as  a  queftion  ©f  right^  there  can  exift  no 
doubt. 

The  proje^ls  cf  the  Lameth  family,  owing- to  a 
variety  of  circumftances,  have  never  been  fufEciently 
■developed.  It  is  pretty  evident,  however,  that  they 
were  ambitious  to  inke  the  lead  in  pubiickafFairs,  and 
were  at  one  time  exceedingly  popular*. 

This  was  demonftrated  on  the  duel  between 
Charles  and  the  Duke  de  Carries,  a  deputy  like 
himfelf  in  the  States-General,  but    of  an  oppofite 

*  Both  the  brothers  were  Prefidents  of  the  National  Aflernbly ; 
j^^i^rlcs  afted  in  that  capacity  on  the  3d  of  July  1791.' 
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party ;  /or  he  fat  on,  and  voted  with  the  cote  droity 
or  right  fide-,  as  that  of  the  royalifts  was  then 
termed. 

The  Count  had  caufed  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Sauviffnv  to  be  excluded  from  the  meetin2:s  of  the 
noblejje ;  on  this  the  latter  made  ufe  of  certain  ex- 
prefiions  which  the  new  deputy  parried  by  pleading 
his  miiEon,  obferving,  that  being  now  devoted  to 
the  affairs  of  the  publick,  he  could  not  avenge  the 
infult  oiFered  to  an  individual. 

The  Duke  de  Caftries  treated  this  as  an  excufe 
to  prevent  fighting,  and  fome  of  his  pleafantries 
having  come  to  the  ears  of  Count  Lameth,  a  combat 
cnfued.  On  this  occafion  the  latter  received  three 
f^^-ord  wounds  in  the  arm  from  the  hand  of  his  an- 
tagonift,  and  conduced  himfelf  with  great  gal- 
lantry. 

No  fooner  were  the  Parifians  acquainted  with  the 
event  than  they  confidered.  it  as  an  aflafiination  of 
one  of  their  champions.  They  accordingly  repair- 
ed in  imraenfe  crowds  to  the  Hotel  de  Cajiries^  in- 
tending to  avenge  themfelves  on  the  perfon  of  the 
dulce.  As  he,  however,  had  been  prudent  enough 
to  retire,  they  inftantly  began  to  deflroy  every  thing 
■in  his  houfe,  which-  was  completely  gutted  in  the 
courfe  of  a  fev/  minutes. 

They  then  attempted  to  fet  fire  to  it,  but  were 
jirevented  by  the  vigilance  of  La  Fayette,  at  that  time 
Commandant-general  of   the  national  guards,  who 
flew  thither  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  horfe. 

This, 
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This;,  however,  proved  a  very  thanklefs  ofKcr, 
for  the  arijlocratei  aflerted  that  he  had  received 
timely  notice  of,  and  could  have  prevented  the  d'lf- 
order,  but  did  not  chufe  to  flir  from  head  quarters 
until  the  whole  city  was  in  danger  of  being  fct  on 
fire  1 

A  little  before  this  M.  Lameth,  who  held  an  of- 
fice *  in  the  houfehold  of  the  Count  d'Artois,  re- 
figned  his  charge :  on  that  occafion  he  Jlole  a  march 
on  his  royal  highnefs,  who  intended  to  have  difmijpd 
him  on  account  of  his  political  principles. 

Charles  Lameth  left  France  in  1792,  and  repairetl 
inftantly  to  a  neutral  territory,  having  rejoined  his 
brother  at  Hamburgh ;  he  has  fince  been  in  Eng-- 
land,  but  the  fight  of  a  canjiitutionel  was  too  odi- 
ous to  be  endured  by  the  royalifts  of  the  old  fchool^ 
and  he  is  reported  to  have  been  fent  off  at  a  very 
ihort  warning. 

Both  the  Laraeths  were  inferted  in  the  lift  of 
emigrants  J  notwithftanding  this  they  returned  to 
France,  and  remained  publickly  there  during  three 
months :  it  was  during  that  fhort  but  critical  period 
when  Camille-Jourdan,  Barthelemy,  &c.  had  pal- 
fied  the  public  efforts,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
producing  a  counter-revolution.  No  fooner,  how- 
ever, did  the  grand  epoch  of  the  4th  of  September 
arrive,  than  their  hopes  were  completely  blafled,  and 
they  as  well  as  a  multitude  of  emigrants  obliged 
once  more  to  fly. 


•  CtntUkcmme  d'konncurj  a  kind  of  lord  in  waiting  ' 

They 
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J  They  have  lately  been  employed  in  getting  theif 
15^lpes;  erafed  frpni  the  fatal  fcroll  that  condemns 
j^stn.^t^  exile,  but  they  have  hitherto  prpMed.  im* 
facccftful,  4jid  Linlefs  fome  very  unexp^iSled  circum* 
ibnceihouUl  occur,  tht-y  are  likely  to  fpend  the  re- 
maiiKlcr  of  theii'  live&  in  a  foreign  couutry, 

JEAN  DE  BRY, 

Was  the  Ton  of  an  e^ninent  lawyer  in  Laon,  in  the 

SmfGnnoh^  and  he  himfelf  v^as  bred  to  the  bar  and 
acluiiliy  pra£lifed  there  before  the  revolution.  That 
event  preventqd  him  from  obtaining  the  reputation  of 
a  .great  advocate  and  al fo  obfcured  the  profpe6t  of  a 
confiderjible  fortune ;  but  he  has  been  fully  compen- 
f^ted  for  thcfe  imaginary  loffes  by  the  revolution. 

Befides  a  knowledge  of  jurifprudence,  Jean  de 
3ry  afFecled  to  be  fomewhat  of  a  philofopher ;  and 
obtz^ined  |:hat  qharader  by  a  fenfible  publication, 
l^t^d  ,;it;  La9a|  i«  .4^^  year  1790,  with  the 
title  EJJal  fur  P Education  Nationale.  Thefe  two 
q^ualifipatlons  obtained  him  the  place  of  rnemher  of 
.t)ip  dijre<3:ory  of  the  department  of  I'Aifne,  one  of 
;thei,.fix..^hich  includes  the  ci-devant  Soijfonnoisy 
Beauvoifis^  and  the  Vexln, 

..  Sopn^aftgr  this  he  was  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
\§'ati©|?al ,  Gonyention  by  the  eledors  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  from  the  firft  moment  of  his  entrance 
into  the  legiflature  exhibited  a  moft  ardent  love  for 
liberty,  mixed  however  at  times  with  a  certain  vip- 
lencc  of  fpirit  that  proved  detrimental  to  his  party. 

He 
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He  M-as  one  of  tlie  chief  abettors  of  the  two  famous 
decrees  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  1 5th  and 
27th  of  Novennber  1792,  which  promifed  the  fra- 
ternal afliftance  cf  the  French  nation  to  the  oppref- 
fed  inhabitants  of  every  country  who  wifhed  to 
fhake  off  the  yoke  of  their  tyrants.  This  meailire, 
according  to  the  royalifts,  was  a  dire£l  invitation 
to  all  the  Cromwells  and  Mafaniellos  of  Europe.    ^.^ 

It  was  he  a!fo  who,  both  in  the  Jacobin  club  and 
Convention,  moved  to  create  a  Legion  dsTyr an nl- 
cidcs^  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  mankind  from 
the  yoke  of  royal  opprefiion.  BrilTot  and  his  friends, 
however,  fcouted  thefe  exaggerated  f^ropofitions, 
v/hich  tended  not  a  little  to  add  to  the  odium  already 
excited  againft  the  French. 

In  the  year  1792,  Jean  de  Bry  was  twice  fecre- 
tary  during  the  .prefidence  of  Herault  and  Gre^oire, 
and  in  the  month  of  March  of  the  fubfequent  year 
(1793)  he  himfelf  was  elecleJ  to  the  chair. 

The  Girondifts  did  not  treat  him  vvith  any  great 
refpe6^,  and  he  was  always  beheld  with  a  fufpicipu-s. 
eye  by  the  Mountain.  He  however  obtained  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  influence  after  the  Thermidorian  Ju-. 
bilee,  and  fiom  that  time  to  this  he  has  always  been 
a  diftinguiflied  pai-riot  in  the  legifl  ture,  and  an  aili-- 
duous  and  laborious  member  of  th.-"  committees. 

In  the  fummer  of  1795,  a  thick  cloud  feeme^.  to 
environ  the  head  of  this  deputy.  Happening  to  be  on  a 
miffion  to  the  army  of  tlie  Rhine,  he  was  pubiickly 
charged  with  having  diforganized  the  military  difci- 
pUr.fj  fo  admirably  attained  by  the  aid  of  Pichegru,  ar/d 

with 
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with  fpreading  anti-republican  principles  among  the 
inferiolir  officers.  This  ridiculous  imputation  origi- 
nated m  the  mircondu6l  of  fome  young  men,  who  left 
their  regiments  before  the  pafiage  of  the  Rhine, 
and  repaired  to  Baile,  v/herc  they  were  heard  to  fay, 
^  that  they  were  not  foolifh  enough  to  fight  for  a 
republick,  which  they  knew  to  a  certainty  could 
not  exifl."  They  added,  ''  that  Pichegru  and  Jean 
de  Bry  were  a£^ually  concerting  meafures  for  d^-di- 
vering  Strafbourg  to  the  army  of  Conde  !  '* 

The  patriotifm  of  the  deputy  was,  however,  fo 
univerfaliy  acknowledged  as  to  fecure  him  from  any 
kind  of  enquiry  on  this  occafion. 

Jean  de  Bry  has  been  lately  fent  as  minifler  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  Congrefs  of  Radftadt,  in  the 
room  of  Treillard,  v/ho  has  obtained  the  rank  of 
Director. 

On  this  grand  difcuiTion  depends  the  peace  of 
Germany,  and  perhaps  of  Europe.  The  ableft  ne- 
gotiators will  be  prefent  on  the  part  of  Pruilia, 
Audfia,  he,  but  unfortunately  the  talents  of  Jean 
de  Bry  are  Inferior  to  thcfe  of  his  predeceilbr,  and 
he  is  deficient  in  diplomatick  acquirements.  It  is 
thought  therefore  that  the  ex-dire^or  will  fettle  all 
the  preliminan/  articles  within  the  limits  of  the 
re^uiblick,  and  the  new  minifter — fhould  peace  be  con-, 
eluded — will  have  only  to  affix  his  fignarure  and 
fiincHon> 
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DAUNOU, 

Like  Billaui,  was  originally  a  prieft  of  the  Oratory^ 
but  far  faperior  to  him  both  in  capacity  and  know- 
ledge. He  v/as  a  man  of  learninor  in  the  ftrictcft 
fenfe  of  the  word,  and  bcfides  his  exertions  within 
the  walls  of  his  convent,  in  the  inftruclion  of  the 
youth  who  were  entrufled  to  that  community,  he 
wrote  fome  memoirs  on  natural  hiftory  previoufly 
to  the  revolution,  v/hich  obtained  him  admittance  into 
the  fociety  of  Experimental  Philofophy  at  BrufTels. 

Daunou  was  too  much  a  philofopher  to  be  attach- 
ed to  the  prejudices  of  his  condition;  but  he  was 
prudent  enough  to  conceal  his  fentiments  until  a 
favourable  opportunity  occurred. 

The  new  order  of  things  enabled  him  to  throw 
off  the  difguife.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1 7 90, 
he  publilhed  a  work  v/hlch  occafioned  fome  noife 
at  that  period,  and  is  ftiil  highly  efleemed,  entitled 
De  la  Religion  Publique^  on  Refle£lions  fur  un 
Chapitre  du  Contrat  Sociale  de  yean  Jaques  Rouf'^ 

fiau.  It  was  obferved  that  Daunou,  Raynal  excepted, 
was  the  firft  monk  in  France  who  had  cultivated 
with  fuccefs  the  triumphant  philofophy  of  the  age. 
Le  Catholique  Romain^  faid  Daunou,  a  deux  Ckefs^ 

Jon  Roi  et  le  Pape.  Or  il  ejl  indubitable  qu'un 
Franfois,  qui  fe  croira  le  fujet  de  Veveque  de  Rome^ 

Jera  to7t]ours  en  France  un  mauvais  citoyen  !  * 

*  '*  The  Roman  Catholick  faith  has  two  heads:  the  King  and 
the  Pope.  Now  it  is  inconteftable,  that  a  Frenchman  who  believes 
bimfelf  the  fubjedl  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome,  will  be  always  a  bad 
citizen." 

Little 
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Little  fatlsfied  with  his  theoretical  phllofophy, 
Daunou  wanted  to  give  alfo  fome  proofs  of  what  is 
called  adlivre  patriotiirn.  It  was  he  who  prevailed 
upon  his  brethren  de  la  Congregation  de  VOratoire 
to  fend  a  petition  to  the  National  Aflembly  in  Sep- 
tember 1790,  craving  leave  to  appear  in  its  prefence, 
and  take  thecivick  oath  to  bring  up  the  French  youth 
in  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  When  this 
requeft  was  granted,  he  himfelf  repaired  to  the  bar, 
as  the  chief  of  the  deputation. 

He  alfo  wrote  fome  difcourfes,  afterwards  Inferted 
in  the  Journal  Encyclopedique^  upon  the  advantages 
that  French  literature  was  likely  to  reap  from  pub- 
lick  liberty.  Thefe  efia^-s  tended  to  confute  the 
dodrine  inculcalted  by  the  condudor  of  the  Jnnee 
Litter  aire  (the  fuccelTor  of  the  fam.ous  Freron), 
who  alTerted  that  political  inveftigations  were  apt  to 
deftroy  the  tafte  for  the  fclences  and  the  helles-leitres, 

Daunou  was  at  lengrh  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
National  Convention  by  the  department  dn  Pas  de 
Calais.  During  the  triumph  of  the  Girondijis  his 
name  was  fcarcely  mentioned,  and  yet  their  fall  in- 
volved him  in  the  perfecution  of  the  fev^enty-thrcc 
membo#  who  had  protef^-ed  againll:  the  proceedings 
of  the  3ift  of  May.  He  remained  in  confinement 
during  fourteen  months. 

At  length  the  imprifoned  deputies  were  liberated, 
and  rcfumed,  jure  pojiiiminii-^  their  ancient  rights. 
After  regaining  their  liberty  they  were  generally  more 
ailivcly,  and  indeed  more  ufefully  employed  than  the 
fell  of  their  colleagues.  This  was  exactly  the  cafe  with 
H  h  Daunou. 
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Daunou.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Leglflation,  where  he  made  a  confiderable  figure, 
and  was  admitted  fc.on  after  into  the  Ccmmittee  of 
General  Security,  where  his  motions  were  always 
diflinguifhed  for  tlieir  good  fenfe  and  humanity. 

When  Buonaparte  conquered  Auftrii^n  Lombar- 
dy,  and  the  Emperour  undertook  by  th"^  treaty  of 
Udina  to  acknowledge  the  new  Cifalpine  govern- 
ment, the  former  requefted  the  diredory  to  fend  a 
few  diftinguifhed  publicijls  to  affifl:  him  in  forming 
the  conftitution  of  the  new  Italian  repub'.Ick.  They 
were  accordingly  nominated,  and  the  moft  confpi- 
cuous  members  proved  to  be  Sieyes  and  Daunou. 
They  did  not,  however,  fet  out  for  Italy,  as  Buon- 
aparte, either  in  confequence  of  the  orders  of  the 
French  government,  or  of  his  own  accord,  organiz- 
ed their  laws,  convoked  their  legiflature,  and  ap- 
pointed the  executive  magiftracy. 

Soon  after  the  murder  of  the  French  general  Du- 
phoz  in  Rome,  and  the  march  of  the  French  troops 
to  revenge  his  fate,  Daunou  and  Monge  were  dif- 
patched  to  that  metropolis  as  commillioners  of  the 
direftory. 

Daunou  is  ftill  there  and  continues  to  acl  an  im- 
portant part — that  of  French  proconful  in  the  capi- 
tal of  the  ancient  world. 

When  he  refided  in  Paris,  during  the  great  con- 
flict between  the  republicans  and  the  royalifts,  pre- 
vious to  the  1 8  th  Frudidor,  he  became  the  aiTiftant 
of  Garat  and  Chenier  in  the  journal  entitled — Le 
jConJervateur  de  la  Reptiblique,  ■    '  -      .. 

Daunou 
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Daunou  has  never  difappoInteJ  the  publick  in  the 
opinion  it  had  formed  of  him,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  political  career ;  and  he  has  always  been  remark- 
able for  his  inveiligating  fpirit  and  methodical  mode 
of  reafoning.  He  is  reputed,  next  to  Sieyes,  to  be 
the  grenteft  adept  in  the  principles  of  political  eco- 
nomy, and,  in  the  language  of  a  royal ift,  is  meta^ 
phyfically  jacohinicaL 

ROEDERER, 

Has  d'fbinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  lawyer,  a  flatefman, 
and  a  man  of  letters.  The  revolution  found  him 
prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Metz,  and  he  enjoy- 
ed a  high  reputation  in  his  native  province  *.  Be- 
ing appointed  a  deputy  to  the  States-General,  his 
conauct  there  v/as  always  marked  by  fagacity,  wif- 
dom,   and  modei-ition. 

To  him  was  ou  ing  the  decree  paiTed  by  the  Na- 
tional AiTembly  in  April  1790;  declaring,  that 
"  Letters  were  the  property  of  him  ta  v/homthey 
were  v.'ritten,  but  coui^  not  be  printed  v/ithout  the 
confent  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  author  of  them.'*^ 
This  decifion  tended  to  convey  a  cer^fure  upon  the 
Abbe  Maur)',  Vv'ho  had  betra)ed  a  private  corre- 
fpcnJeriCe. 

It  was  he  likewife  who  moved,  that  the  clergy 
of  all  defcriptions,  whofe   revenues    v/ere  reduced, 


•  The  d-de-vant  Lorralae. 

H  li  2  ihould 
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ihQuId  er>]oy  fomething  more  than  the  ?mnimum  fixed 
by  (he  eceleriaftical  committee. 

In  0(£tober  1790  he  prcfented  the  celebrated  re- 
port refpe£ting  tobacco^  and  procured  that  the  culti- 
vation of  this  article  fhould  be  permitted  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom. 

He  alfo  was  the  fuft  who  moved,  that  the  righ* 
©f  a^ive  citizerxS  ftiould  be  granted  '*  a  cette  nation 
fi  a'S^lf^  ft  indujhieufe^  qui  a  promene  fur  le  globe 
fes  fuper-ftitions,  fen  argent  et  fes  malheurs  (Ics 
Juifs),  et  a  cette  claHe  d'hommes  que  nos  anciennes 
loix  vouloient  degrader^  tandis  que  nos  applaudifle-? 
/nents  leur  faifoient  partager  tcus  les  jours  fur  le 
theatre,  ia  gloire  d.s  plus  illuftres  gcnies  (les  co?n^ 
medic7is)  *." 

On  the  dilTolution  of  th^  iirft  Allembly,  Roederer 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
>ind,  after  the  dcach  of  M,  de  la  Rochefoucauk  f ,  he 
wr.s  nominated  prefidcnt.  wte^  held  this  honourable 
poft  more  than  a  tweiverit6nth,  and  towards  the 
end  of  that  period  found  himfelf  in  a  very  critical 
fituation.  In  his  capacity  of  prefidcnt  he  v/as  cb- 
liged,  in    company   vvith    fome  of  his  colleagues,  to 


•  "  To  that  nation  fo  aflive,  fo  induftricus,  (ioeJe^Ls)  which 
has-war.dered  over  the  globe  v.ith  its  fupcrftit.ons,  its  wealth,  and 
its  misfortun.s  5  and  to  that  clafs  of  perfons  (tbofe  a^f^ertainwg  to 
thefittgeji  whom  our  ancient  laws  inclintd  to  degrade,  at  the  very 
time  our  plaudits  made  ihem  participate  cvtry  night  at  the  thtatrc, 
in  the  glory  ot  the  moft  iliuftrious  geniufes." 

♦  Formerly  the  Duke  de  Rochefoucault. 

pay 


R06DERER.  353 

pay  a  vlfit  to  the  king,  then  prifoner  In  the  Temple, 
in  order  to  fubje^l  him  to  certain  interrogatorieb. 
TTiis  was  certainly  a  difagreeable  tafk;  for  no 
human  wifdom  could  at  that  time  fuggeft  the  due 
medium  between  the  refpecl  to  be  paid  to  the  un- 
fortunate monarch,  and  the  magifterlal  deportment 
exacted  by  the  growing  republican  fpirit. 

At  the  period  of  the  revolutionary  governmenty 
all  the  authorities  conftituted  by  the  national  affembly 
were  fufpended,  and  the  departmental  adminiftration 
of  Paris  was  actually  aboliftied,  to  give  room  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal. 

Rcederer  poflefled  too  much  honour,  as  well  as  too 
much  humanity,  to  become  the  tool  of  fuch  men  as 
Danton  and  Robefpierre :  of  courfe  he  was  expofed 
to  their  malice. 

Accordingly,  he  was  perfecuted  In  the  fame  man- 
ner as  many  other  deputies  of  the  conftituent  affem- 
bly, and  had  he  not  effeiled  his  efcape,  would  have 
been  fent  to  the  guillotine  with  his  ancient  colleagues 
Barnave,  Gouttes,  Chapellier,  Sec. 

When  the  days  of  terrorif?n  had  pafled  away,  Rce- 
derer repaired  to  Paiis,  and  being  without  any  fort 
cf  occupation,  he  gave  a  courfe  of  lectures  onpublick 
law  2Lnd  political  €cono/?iy^zX.  the  Republican  Lyceum, 
which  added  greatly  to  his  former  fame.  It  is  afto- 
nlfhing,  however,  that  notwithflanding  his  talents 
and  patriotifm,  are  generally  acknowledged  in  France, 
he  has  never  been  elected  a  deputy  to  any  of  th^ 
fubfequcnt  Leglfiatures. 

H  h  rt  Before 
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Before  the  laft  tremendou^.  revolution  of  the  8th 
Fruftidor,  Roederer  was  the  chief  conductor  of  a 
journal,  entitled  la  Decade  Hijiorique,  It  was 
remarkable  for  being,  one  of  the  few  impartial  perio- 
dical publications,  out  of  150  piipers  that  appeared 
daily  in  Paris.  He  was,  in  fome  meafure,  a  pro- 
tector of  the  growing  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  then  arif- 
ing  from  the  revolutionary  ruins,  in  oppofition  to 
the  anarchical  and  atheiftical  phllofophy :  "  Si  7ious 
accujons  *",  faid  Rcederer  in  one  of  his  numbers, 
^"^  l''E'vangiIe  d^ avoir  caiife  la  St,  Barthelemiy  on 
four7-a^  avec  autant  de  7'aifon^  accufer  la  Philofo" 
phie  d' avoir  cauje  les  2  et  "^  Septembre.'^' 

It  may  be  ceceiiary  to  remark,  that  during  the 
feUion  of  the  conftituent  afTembly,  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  zeal,  that  a  fimilar  inftitution  under  the  name 
of  The  friends  of  the  conjiitution  was  eftablifhed  at 
Metz  It  is  likewife  a  matter  .of  fa61-,  that  when 
this  fociety  had  refolved  to  break  off  all  connection 
Vv'ith  the  jacobins,  who  were  charged  with  having 
contributed  to  the  tumultuous  meetings  in  the 
Champ  de  Afars,  and  correfpond  for  the  future  with 


•  "  If  v/e  art  to  accufe  the  gofpel  of  having  occafioned  tlie  maf- 
facre  of  St.  Birtholomew,  we  may  with  equal  reafon,  accufe  phi- 
lofophy,  of  having  produced  that  of  the  zd  and  3d  of  September.'* 
This  proportion  is  far  from  being  correft.  k  was  neither  the 
tible  that  caufcd  the  one,  nor  philofophy  that  was  the  origin  of  the 
other.  They  both  eriginated  in  fjr.at'icifmy  with  this  difference, 
that  the  firft  was  the  offspring  of  religion,  the  fccond  of  politicks. 

the 
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the  Feuillans  only,  Rcederer  wrote  a  long  letter  *,  in 
which  he  exhorted  them  to  preferve  their  union  with 
the  mother-fociety^  and  to  fhun  an  alliance  with  the 
Feuillans  f''  qr  i  entendent  la  taSfique  des  hneutes 
beaucoup  mieux  que  pej'fonney^ )  who  had  attained 
a  fuperiour  degree  of  eminenccj  in  the  art  of  excit- 
ing commotions  ! 

BOURDON    DE    l'oISE. 

This  fenator,  according  to  feme,  was  originally  an 
attorney;  others  fay  a  clerk  to  a  notary  of  Pontoife, 
a  town  feven  leagues  diftant  from  Paris.  What- 
ever his  profefiion  may  have  been,  few  deputies  have 
exceeded  Bourdon  in  fpirit,  aftivity,  and  undaunted 
courage.  He  has  been  p  efent  at  the  moft  awful 
events  which  have  occurred  during  the  courfe  of  the 
revolution,  and  he  has  always  conduced  himfelf  with 
intrepidity.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  however,- 
that  he  has  a6tecl  with  all  parties,  and  that  his  cha- 
racter is  very  equivocal. 

During  the  reign  of  t error if?n^  Bourdon  was  one 
of  the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  the  mountaineers^ 
with  whom  he  had  ingratiated  himfelf,  partly  by  his 
credit  for  patriotifm,  and  partly  by  his  having  been 
prefident  of  the  jacobin  club  on  the  famous  31ft  of 
May,  1793. 

It  is  alfo  recorded,  that  on  the  ift  of  June,  while 
on  his  v/ay  to  the  hall  of  the  National  Convention, 
he  mingled  among  the  ranks  of  the  armed  force,  in  the 
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garden  of  the  Thullleries,  and  exhorted  the  citlzen- 
foldiers  to  defend  to  the  hift  drop  of  their  blood,  the 
National  Convenrtion,  then  threatened  by  the  Giron- 
difts,  who  wanted  to  deftroy  the  republick,  and  the 
jacobins  who  were  its  moft  powerful  advocates. 

The  emigrant  count  de  Montgaillard,  pretends 
that  Bourdon  laboured  very  much  in  fecret  with 
Marat,  to  bring  about  the  dreadful  events  th^  en- 
fued  ;  and  as  the  latter  was  accuftomed  to  fay  "  that 
in  order  to  confolidate  the  republick,  four  hundred 
thoufand  perfons  ought  to  have  been  cut  ofFj"  Al. 
de  Montgaillard  adds,  that  Bourdon  very  often 
replied — ^^  courage^  mon  ami  \  un  zero  de  plus  a 
ton  addition  patriotique^  et  I'epuration  fera  com^ 
plete  *." 

It  is  aiTerted  alfo,  that  Bourdon  de  TOife  was  a 
complete  terrorift,  and  that  he  inftigated  Robefpierre 
more   than  once,  "  not  to  let  the  feventy  deputies^ 
rot  in  prifon  !" 

In  the  month  of  December  1793,  he  is  faid  to 
have  propofed,  a  general  maflTacre  of  thofe  confined 
in  the  jails,  to  tne  jacofein  club  ;  and  in  the  month 
ef  April,  to  have  moved  it  again  jointly  with  Bar- 
rere  and  Collot  d'Herbois.  It  is  befides  reported, 
that  he  fent  emiiTanes  and  money  to  the  feclions  of 
Le  Pcllettier,  La  Halle-aux-Bleds,  and  the  contrat 
foetal^  in  order  to  obtain  their  confent.  With  the  fame 
view,   he  is  faid  to   have  caufed  8,000  livres  to  be 

♦  Courage  my  friend !  but  one  more  cypher  to  your  patrlotick 
addition,  and  the  purification  will  be  complete, 

paid 
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paid  to  a  paftry-cook  of  the  name  of  Cictien  ;  and 
3,000  to  Calvet,  a  hair-drefTer,  who  had  a  powerful 
ufcendency  in  their  refpe(Slive  feclions.  He  had  alfo 
obtained  the  rank  of  prefident  in  one  of  the  above 
iedions,  for  a  citizen  named  Desfieu^  on  whom  he 
could  rely  \  and  he  had  procured  from  the  Committee  of 
Publick  Safety,  the  fum  of  20,000  livres,  which  were 
prefented  to  Mr.  Talma,  a  performer  in  the  Theatre  dt 
la  Republtque^  who  was  one  of  the  demagogues  of  the 
groupes  of  the  Palais  Royal^  as  well  as  of  the  mob  in  the 
two  celebrated  fuburbs  Si.  Antoine  and  S.  Marceau, 

If  this  horrid  projecSl  was  never  carried  into  exe- 
cution, it  is  reported  to  be  owing  to  the  marked  dif- 
approbation  it  met  with  among  the  greater  part  of 
the  fedions  ;  Bourdon  himfelf  is  tliought  to  have 
been  foon  after  alliamed  of  the  attempt. 

It  would  appear  almoft  incredible  after  this,  th:?.t 
Bourdon  de  I'Oife,  fhouid  become  one  of  the  greateft 
champions  of  the  Thermidorean  faction,  if  it  were 
not  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
that  he  was  the  very  firft  to  co-operate  with  Tal- 
lien  in  the  downfal  of  Robefpierre,  and  that  he  ac- 
tually became  a  violent  perfccutor  of  his  former  af- 
fociates,  the  jacobins  !  la  the  new  order  of  things^ 
he  was,  however,  eminently  uieful  to  the  republick. 
Whilft  Gregoire,  Lanjuinay,  Louvet,  BoiPi'y,  Four- 
croi,  and  other  deputies  of  great  learning  and  talents^ 
difplayed  the  honours  of  the  preceding  tyranny  in 
their  writings,  Bourdon,  Tallicn,  Legendre,  Du- 
mont,  exhibited  no  common  degree  of  courage  and 
acliviiy  in  thtir  efforts  to  annihilate  the  mountain^ 
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Bourdon  toon  acquired  the  fame  of  a  ro3'?ll{l  arcf 
an  ariftocrat.  But  the  pub  lick  'vas  fpeedily  unde- 
ceived on  this  fubje^t.  In  the  month  of  January, 
1795,  Duhem  denounced  to  the  relational  Conven- 
tion, the  laft  literary  work  of  ibe  celebrated  pro- 

feflbr  La  Croix,  entitled "Lt  SpedUteur  Fran- 

^ais  pendant  le  Gouvernenrient  Revolutionalre  j" 
v/hich  was  the  firfl  publick  ftep  towards  royalifm^ 
Bourdon,  on  this  occafion,  rofe  and  declared  the 
-book  to  be  a  deteftable  publication,  worthy  of  pu- 
nifhment,  on  the  part  of  the  laws,  and  deferring 
fcorn  on  that  of  all  good  citizens.  *'  I  am  ready,'* 
added  he,  "  to  fpli  the  lafl  drop  'v\  my  veins,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  return  of  rev  ;Itv»  The  blood 
of  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  brethren  in  arms,  co- 
vered with  the  laurels  of  vl6lory,  (hail  not  be  waft- 
ed to  no  purpofe." 

Soon  after  this,  Al,  Gregoire  made  a  motion  re- 
Jative  to  the  eiiablifhment  of  the  Catholclc  faith. 
Bourdon  was  one  of  his  opponents.  *^  You  are,  my 
dear  colleague,"  faid  he  to  Gregoire,  "  a  perfc6lly 
honeft  man,  at  once  very  fenfible  and  very  learned, 
a  good  patriot,  and  a  good  republican,  but  you  now 
demonftrate  to  me,  that  a  prieft  is  always  a  prieft." 

In  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  1795-.  a  period  of 
univerfal  perplexity,  the  fentiments  of  this  deputy 
were  never  afcertained.  His  fpecches  in  the  Con- 
vention againft  the  rcprefentatives  profcribed  on  the 
1 2th  Ger/tAnal^  were  held  in  high  repute,  and  ob- 
tained him  the  title  of  an  honeft  man.  On  the. other 
hand,  his  motion  fer  abclifhing  all  the  affigi^ats,  iiiued 
.     -  under 
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tinder  the  conftitutional  monarchy,  or  to  ufe  the 
technical  language  of  the  Convention,  pour  demo^ 
netizer  les  afffrnats  a  face  royal^  which  amounted 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  four  milliards,  rendered  him 
fufpeiled  of  anarchical  and  Jacobinical  principles  by 
many  of  his  colleagues. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fitting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, an  opportunity  was  offered  to  Bourdon,  to 
compl'te  his  fervices  to  h's  native  country.  The 
legiflature  had  difcovered,  that  the  roy?lift  confpiracy 
firft  developed  by  the  rebellious  fe6lions  of  Paris,  had 
cxtenfivc  ramifications  througout  the  republick;  and 
indeed,  as  foon  as  the  fe£lions  were  defeated,  open 
infurreclions  took  place  in  a  great  number  of  the 
weftern  departments,  efpecially  at  Chartres,  Orleans, 
Blois,  &c.  It  was  even  fufpeded,  that  the  chain  of  re« 
bellion,  extended  from  Paris  to  the  army  of  Charrette 
in  La  Vendee.  Several  deputies  were  accordingly  fent 
on  mifllon  to  the  places  moll  expofed  to  the  arts  of  the 
infurgents.  Bourdon  being  nominated  to  the  depart- 
ment of  Eure,  conducted  himfelf  with  uncommon  fa- 
gacity  and  aftivity.  In  fhort,  he  difcovered  the  thread 
of  the  confpiracy,  and  in  the  town  of  Nogent,  a6tually 
found  a  magazine  of  arms,  in  which,  among  other 
implements  of  war,  were  ten  thoufand  pikes.  He 
was,  however,  lefs  fuccelsful  in  Chartres,  where 
his  predeceflbr  Le  Tellier  had  been  murdered.  He 
alfo  rifked  his  life,  and  was  befieged  during  fifteen 
days  by  the  infurgents,  in  a  caflle,  where  he  would 
have  perifhed,  if  a  large  detachment  of  troops  had 
not  marched  to  his  relief. 

It 
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It  feems  quite  unaccountable  that  fuch  a  man  as 
this  fhould  have  become  a  royalifl.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  Bourdon  having  been  once  more 
eledled  a  member  of  the  prefent  legiflature,  by  pro- 
curing a  feat  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  he 
inftantly  joined  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Pichegru  and 
Barthelemy. 

There  are  many  well  informed  perfons  who  think 
that  all  the  piofcribed  deputies  were  not  royalifts, 
and  that  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  them  were  {launch 
republicans,  who  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbi- 
trary proceedings  of  the  diredtory,  to  fufpend  revolu- 
tionary meafures,  and  fettle  a  regular  government. 
Bourdon  was  perhaps  of  this  number,  and  if  fo,  he 
did  not  deferve  the  tremendous  profcription  in  which 
he  was  involved  on  the  famous  i8th  Fru^idor^  of 
the  laft  year.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  really  a 
royalift,  he  fully  juftified  the  opinion  already  con- 
ceived of  him  in  France,  that  he  was  the  man  of 
every  party. 

Bourdon  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  much 
celebrated  for  his  ftentorian  voice,  which  was  often 
excelled  in  point  of  melody,  but  hi  refpedl  to  loud- 
nefs,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  unrivalled  in  the 
hall  of  the  lej^iflature. 
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Is  a  ci-devant  baron,  and  officer  in  the  French 
army.  Whether  he  rufhed  into  the  revolution  from 
z  love  of  liberty,  or  from  enmity  to  the  court,  is 
not  as  yet  well  afcertained.  It  is  but  fair,  how^ever, 
to  attribute  his  conduct  to  the  more  honourable  mo- 
tive. One  of  thofe  noblemen  who  openly  joined 
the  tiers  etat,  in  oppofition  to  the  privileged  or- 
ders, he  acted  a  confiderable  part  in  the  conftituent 
aiTembly,  having  been  a  mepiber  of  the  military 
committee,  and  a  colleague  of  Dubois  Crance, 
Noallles,  &c. 

His  fervices  at  that  memorable  period  will  be  al- 
ways remembered  in  France  with  honour  and  grati- 
tude, for  he  was  the  firft  to  give  his  opinion,  in  Jan. 
1790,  that  the  only  means  to  have  what  he  termed,  ^^x 
foldats-citoyens  et  des  citoyens-foldats  *,  was  fo  to  fet- 
-  tie  the  military  confcriptim^  that  the  names  of  all 
male  children  (liould  be  entered,  and  they  themfelves 
obliged  toferve  their  country  as  foldlers  for  a  certain 
•ji umber  of  years.  This  was  the  firfl  ftep  tov/ards 
the  fabfequent  requifitions,  which  by  raifmg  aftonifh- 
ing  mafles  of  men,  confolidated  peace  at  home,  and 
national  glory  abroad. 

No  fooner  was  the  firfl  leglflature  dlfTolved,  than 
this  deputy  experienced  a  temporary  oblivion.  If  the 
conflitutional  monarchy  had  fubfifted,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  adted  a  confpicuous  part,  but  he  was 

•  Suidier-citlzens,  and  citizen-foldiefs. 
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expofed,  like  all  the  moderate  patriots,  to  the  perfc- 
cution  of  the  terrorifts ;  and  the  downfal  of  that 
bloody  faiflion  reflored  him  to  liberty. 

The  almoft  boundlefs  authority  attached  to  the 
office  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guard 
of  Paris,  had  never  been  entrufted  to  any  perfon 
fmce  the  cataftrophe  of  Henriot.  The  Convention 
experienced  how  far  it  had  proved  dangerous  in  the 
hands  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  of  his  predecefTors,  La 
Fayette  and  Santerre.  They  were  fo  much  afraid  irr- 
dced  of  appointing  another,  that  on  the  I2th  Gentii^ 
nal  (1795)  when  the  ihountaineers  Duhem,  Gallon, 
Chodieu,&c.  werecommitted  to  prifon,  the  command 
of  the  Parifian  army  was  only  previ/ionally  conferred 
on  Gen.  Pichegru,  at  that  time  in  the  capital.  It  was, 
however,  very  foon  found,  that  a  commander  was 
unavoidable.  On  the  motion  of  Andre  Bumont,  the 
Convention  enacled  a  law,  that  all  the  terrorifls, 
or,  as  it  was  now  the  fafhionable  terni,'  if>^  bad 
citizens^  fliould  be  difarmed,  and  that  if  any  of  ibeai 
happened  to  be  met  with  in  hoftile  array,  they 
lliould  be  directly  tranfported  to  Guyana,  The 
whole  of  the  Parifian  force  was  then  in  the  hands  of 
what  was  called  good  citizens^  who,  however,  were 
all  ariflocrats  and  royalifts. 

■  M.  Menou  was  appointed  their  commander,  and 
no  man  in  Paris,  at  that  time,  could  help  thinking, 
that  it  was  really  the  wifh  of  the  Convention,  to 
reftore  royalty  in  France.  This  errour  proved 
highly  beneiicial  to  its  fecurity. 

In 
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In  the  f?inous  lrjfurre(5^ion  of  the  iftPr^/r/V/,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  befieged 
the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  and  cut  off  the  head  of 
the  reprefentative  Ferrand,  the  Parifian  youth,  in  t!ic 
national  guard,  commanded  by  M.  Menou,  effected 
prodigies  of  bravery,  while  fubduing  the  infu-gents. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  grand  miftake  juft  alluded 
to,  the  ariftccracy  of  the  capital  would  never  have 
taken  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  national  repre- 
fciitation,  which  of  courfe  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to 
the  infurgents,  and  France  Wovid  have  been  fwallovved 
up  once  more  in  the  gulph  of  terrorifm.  Lou  vet 
foon  after  acknowledged  in  his  Sentlnelle^  that  the 
royal ifts  had  faved  the  republickj/<?«i  /*'  vouloir*. 

Subfequent  events  have  demonft rated  hov/  d'lTj- 
cult  it  is  for  an  honeft  man  to  conciliate  the  eftcem 
of  contending  fa6lIons  during  the  flormy  periods  of  a 
revolution.  Menou  was  certainly  a  friend  to  liberty, 
but  he  detefted  blood.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
now  no  other  party  in  France,  but  royal  ids  and  re- 
publicans, and  the  conteft  had  juft  commenced  be- 
tween the  fe£lions  of  Paris  and  the  National  Con- 
vention, with  refpe^^  to  the  new  elc61:ion  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the  legiflative  body. 

Had  M.  de  Menou  forefeen  the  courfe  of  events, 
and  given  in  his  refignation,  the  fituation  of  t!»o 
Convention  would  have  been  exceedingly  problema- 
tical ;  but  he  carreffed  both  parties.     He  promifed 

the  Committee  of  General   Security,  that  he  would 
fc.       —  ■  - 1  .         .  . .  ■» . .. — — 

*  Without  intending  it. 
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never<iefertt^.e  republican  fl-andar't!, and  declared  to  the 
fccStions,  that  he  would  not  conimand  an  army  againft 
them.  This  latter  declaration  was  fo  far  miOjncler- 
itcod  by  the  kSilon  of  Le  Pelletier  in  particular, 
that  the  inhabitants  thought  he  was  fpeaking  in  th^ 
name  of  the  whole  army.  •-  3*^  -g  ■'   ^'*-*-'  '■' 

The  fatal  ftruggle  at  length  foc5k  "^plsd^, '-ind 
M.  de  Menou  on  being  ordered  to  niarchagainf^ 
the  rebellious  citizens,  refufed  to  obey*  •  ^Thris  be- 
haviour was  certainly  confiftent  with  his  horsoUr, 
but  it  was  not  fatista^Lory  to  the  re<Stions5  who  were 
fangulne  enough  to  hope,  that  he  had  gained  over 
the  troops  under  his  command.  Unfortunately  for 
them,  they  were  foon  undeceived ;  for  the  comniand 
h:\ng  inveiled  in  Barras,  Freron,  and  Buonaparte, 
they  were  fubdued  and  profcribed.  .i£i|i,0;}f) 

It  v/as  natural  enough,  that  this  man  fhouI<J'  be» 
eon^.?  an  objedt  of  abufe  with  both  parties.  The  vic- 
torious Convention  upbraided  him  with  deferting 
/rom  the  duties  of  a  republican,  in  the  time  of  th6 
moft  preffing  danger  ;  it  was  even  afferted,  that  he 
had  been  bribed  by  the  royalifts.  He  was  accordingly 
committed  to  prifon,  and  tried  before  a  military 
commiilion.  He  was,  however,  acquitted,  and  ho- 
nourable menticn  was  made  of  himi  by  his  judges,  as 
a  man  of  honour  and  humanity. 

M.  de  Menou  was  foon  after  admitted  into  ihe 
favour  of  the  prefent  direflory,  v/ho  conferred  on 
him  in  the  courfe  of  lail:  year,  the  important  truft  of 
iKfpe^or  of  ihe  cavalry  in  the  interi'our,  which  Na- 
tion 
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;tion  he  now  fills  with  his  accuftomed  talents  and 
integrity. 

IF  any  credit  be  given  to  fome  papers  relative  to  a 
late  confpiracy  of  the  royalifts  conduiSted  by  M.  le 
Maitre,  and  detected  by  the  Directory,  M.  de  Menou 
is  held  in  great  abhorrence  by  the  emigrants. 

In  the  proclamation  of  the  pretender  it  is  alfo 
Hated,  among  other  things,  that  La  Fayette,  Sieyes, 
and  he,  are  deftined  to  a  violent  death,  in  cafe  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Menou  is  a  tall,  good  locking 
man,  of  about  50  years  of  age. 

LE    COULTEUX    DE    CHANTELEU. 

The  family  of  Le  Coulteuxcame  originally  from 
Rouen,  the  metropolis  of  Normandy.  It  v^as  divided 
into  many  branches,  each  of  vi^hich  was  exceedingly 
wealthy,  though  none  of  them  could  rival  that  of  the 
fubjecSl  of  thefe  memoirs.  They  were  all  employed 
in  commerce,  and  M,  Le  Coulteux,  the  deputy,  had 
cftablifhed  a  counting-houfe  in  Paris,  .in-bsilj  nio^l 

It  is  an  eftablifhed  fad,  that  the  French  nobility, 
more  efpecially  in  the  earlier  partv^  their  lives,  were 
extremely  iafolent  towards  the  inferiour  orders:  but  it 
is  equally  true,  that  thofe  difplayed  moft  illiberalitv, 
who  had  either  a  recent  origin,  or  were  the  imme- 
diate defcendants  of  magiflrates  and  lawyers,  and  for 
this  reafon  were  themfelves  in  fome  meafure  de- 
fpifed  by  every  clafs  of  citizens,  and  more  efpecially 
by  the  higher  orders  of  nohlejfe^  who  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  ridicule  them  under  the  appellation  of  Us 
nouveaux  Vinui  robins, 

1  i  3  Rouen 
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Rouen  was  the  feat  of  a  parliament,  and  therefore^ 
full  of  poor  noblemen.  On  the  other  hand,  it  pof- 
fefTed  a  variety  of  manufactures,  an  extenfive  trade, 
and,  confequently,  many  men  of  large  fortunes.—* 
This  fmgular  contraft  had  carried  the  animofity 
between  the  opulent  merchants  and  the  nobles  in 
Rouen  to  a  higher  pitch  than  any  where  elfe  in 
France ;  and  it  is  but  natural  to  conceive,  that  at 
the  approach  of  the  revolution,  the  very  word  w^r- 
chant  was,  in  that  place,  fynonimous  with  democrat, 

M.  Le  Coulteux,  befides  his  wealth  and  patriotifna^ 
had  further  claims  to  be  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
States-General.  He  had  received  a  learned  educa-» 
tion,  travelled  through  the  chief  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, and  was  a  complete  mafler  of  the  Italian,  Spa- 
nifh,  and  Englifli  languages. 

If  the  labours  of  Mr,  Coulteux  in  the  ConftituenC 
AlTembly,  and  the  fervices  achieved  for  his  country 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  were  not  entitled 
to  fuch  exalted  renown  as  thofe  of  Mirabeau,  Bar- 
nave,  and  other  eminent  perfons,  who  are  chiefly  in- 
debted for  their  ,1^-ne  to  their  aftonifhing  eloquence, 
they  were  by  no  means  lefs  important. 

To  him  the  French  are  indebted  for  the  difcovery 
of  the  infufHciency  of  Mr.  Necker's  talents,  in  re- 
ipe(5t  to  financial  operations. 

In  January  1790,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commiflaries  charged  with  the  examination  of  a  plan 
prefented  to  the  Affembly  by  M.  Laborde,  for  the 
cretStion  of  a  national  bank.  Necker  had  already 
projected  a  different  «ae.     M.  Le  Coulteux,.  on. 

making 
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making  his  report,  aded  very  modeftly  with  refpect 
to  both:  fuch,  however,  v^-ere  his  opinions  relative 
to  the  fcheme  of  the  celebrated  minifler,  that  the 
Aflembly  rejeded  it,  and  adopted  that  of  M.  La- 
borde,  with  certain  modifications  projected  by  the 
reporter. 

It  feems  to  have  been  decreed  that  M,  Le  Coul- 
teux  fhould  raife  his  fame  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of 
the  minifler.  Accordingly,  on  the  yth  of  February^ 
he  was  appointed  by  the  King  treforier  de  Vextraor» 
d'lnaire.  This  afforded  another  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  his  modefly  and  patriotifoi:  for,  a  violent  de-* 
bate  having  ari fen  in  the  AfTembly  on  the  queflion^ 
Whether  fuch  a  place  was  compatible  with  the  du- 
ties of  a  legiflator  ?  he  declared,  that  in  the  alterna- 
tive of  making  an  eledtion,  bis  choice  was  already- 
determined  ;  for  he  thought  himfelf  more  honoured 
by  remaining  a  member  of  the  Aflembly,  than  by 
accepting  any  office  under  government. 

All,  the  exertions  of  M.  Le  Coulteux,  in  the 
Conflituent  AlFembly,  were  direfted  towards  finan- 
cial operations,  and  he  conflantly  evinced  his  fupe- 
riour  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  regeneration  of  pub- 
lick  economy  in  his  native  country. 

The  fhort  compafs  of  a  biographical  fketch  does 
not  permit  a  detail  of  particulars.  It  is,  however, 
proper  to  flate,  that  this  deputy  was  the  firfl  to  point 
out  the  refource  of  patriotick  gifts.  In  confequence 
of  his  zeal,  thefe,  fo  early  as  the  month  of  June 
1790,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  eighty  millions  of 
iivresl 

Upon 
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Upon  all  occafions  bis  condudl  v/as  modefl,  unaf*^ 
fuming  and  generous.  Though  he  was  the  firft  to  dif- 
cover  a  deficiency  in  the  abilities  cf  M.  Necker,  he 
always  ftrenuoufly  fupported  him,  when  any  of  his 
colleagues  attacked  that  minifter,  on  the  fcore  of 
morals,  and  he  had  a  violent  altercation  with  M, 
Camus,  in  the  fitting  of  the  19th  of  July  179c, 
\vhen  the  latter  oppofed  the  grant  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, fclicited  by  the  Comptroller  General  of  the 
Finances. 

When  the  National  AiTembly  was  diflblved,  in 
order  to  give  place  to  the  fubfequent  legiflature, 
M.  Le  Coukeux,  fatisfied,  as  he  faid,  with  his 
{hare  of  glory,  among  the  honeft  men  who  had  de- 
ferved  well  of  their  country,  refumed  his  formef 
courfe  of  life,  and  lived  in  a  happy  oblivion,  at  Paris, 
during  the  years  1792  and  1793. 

But  when  he  perceived  the  danger  of  the  tremen- 
dous profcription  that  hung  over  the  whole  clafs  of 
wealthy  individuals,  from  the  brutal  and  atrocious 
faction  of  the  triumphant  fans-culottes^  he  left  the 
metropolis,  and  retired  to  his  country  feat  at  Auteuil. 
—It  was,  however,  in  vain  to  have  recourfe  to  fuca 
precautions ;  for  he  was  too  well  known  to  efcape 
the  notice  of  the  fanguinary  monfters  of  the  revolu- 
tionary committees.  He  was  accordingly  feized, 
carried  to  Paris,  and,  in  all  probability,  deftined  to 
the  guillotine,  had  not  the  9th  Thermidor  intervened, 
and  procured  him  liberty. 

Le    Coukeux  was    elected,  in  the  year    1795, 
a  deputy  of  the  department  cf  Paris  in  the  nev\? 
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leglflatare,  and  Toon  after  tcok  his  feat  in  the 
Council  of  Elders.  But  notwithilandiiig  his  ex- 
traordinary qualifications,  he  would  never  have  been 
nominated,  if  the  famous  13th  Vendem'iaire  had  not 
faken  place.  He  was  known  to  be  as  averfe  to  roy- 
alty as  to  anarchy,  and  for  this  very  reafon  was  in  no 
great  favour  with  either  party.  SuCh  was  in  general 
the  fate  of  all  the  conjVitusnts :  they  were  utterly 
^defpifed  both  by  the  royalifts  and  republicans.  His 
appointment,  therefore,  proceeded  from  the  perplexity 
of  the  ele6^oral  college,  v/hich  deemed  itfelf  fecure 
from  attack,  if  it  appointed  thofe  perfons  who  had 
made  any  figure  in  the  preceding  afiembly. 

The  career  of  this  deputy  in  the  nev/  legiflaturff 
i^  pretty  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  Conftituent  Af- 
fembly.  Patriotifni  has  been  his  counfel,  and  finance 
his  elem.ent.  His  plans  have  not,  hovv'ever,  met 
with  equal  fuccefs;  for  the  financial  fyflem  of  France^ 
it  the  'clofe  of  the  revolutionary  government,  was  (o 
diftracted,  as  to  bafHe  any  judicious  and  regular 
fcheme. 

Mr.  Le  Coult^ux  was  the  author  of  the  forced 
loan  of  fix  hundred  millions  in  fpecie,  decreed  by  the 
legiilature,  in  November  1795,  which,  however, 
proved  unfuccefsful,  notwithftanding  the  compulforj 
means  adopted  by  the  Directory. 

He  was  alfo  the  firft  to  move  for  the  ere6lion  of  a 
financial  company,  charged  with  the  adminiftration 
of  the  national  eftates,  and  the  difcharge  of  paper 
currency  by  means  of  ready  money.  He  afterwards 
propofed   that  another  company  (hould  be  formed, 
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fomcwhat  fimilar  to  the  Bank  of  England,  to  enable 
the  Executive  Povver  to  provide  for  the  annual 
expend! tUi-e.  Both  thefe  plans  were  approved  by 
all  well-informed  perfons,  but  it  was  not  poiTible  at 
that  time  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

Laflly,  he  moved  for  the  loan  of  fixty  millions  for 
the  boafted  defccnt  on  England,  and  vvzs  at  the  head 
of  the  deputation  of  bankers,  who  prefcnted  them- 
fclves  to  the  Dire<5l:ory5  and  offered  their  refpe6live 
quotas  towards  forwarding  this  object. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  M.  Le  Coulteux 
is  extremely  amiable  in  private  life.  To  a  compre- 
henfive  mind  he  unites  gentle  manners.  Though  his 
fortune  is  immenfe,  his  expences  are  limited,  and  his 
domeflick  arrangements  frugal.  He  alfo  pays  great 
attention  to  the  education  of  his  children,  for  whofe 
inftru6lion  he  feledls  the  ableft  mafters  in  France. 

The  writer  of  this  article  had  the  following  anec- 
dote from  one  of  his  friends: — A  young  Spanifh 
nobleman  repaired  to  Paris,  a  few  months  after  the 
peace  between  the  French  Republick  and  Spain  had 
been  concluded.  He  was  ftrongly  recommended  to 
M.  Coulteux  by  a  mercantile  houfe  of  refpe61:a- 
bility,  that  knew  nothing  of  his  principles  or  po- 
litical chara£ler.  The  Spaniard  was  of  courfe  in- 
vited to  dine  with  him.  As  he  had  been  informed 
in  his  native  country,  that  no  honeft  man  in  France 
was  a  republican,  and  that  all  the  deputies  in  the  le- 
gifiature  were  the  dregs  of  the  people,  he  fpolce 
while  at  table  of  both  councils  in  an  indecent  man-  . 
tter,  and  concluded  by  obferving,  "  that  they  were 
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a  pack  of  fcoundrels,  who  difgraced  die  French 
name!" — M.  Le  Coukeux,  fmiling,  replied — "  I 
hope,  Sir,  you  make  an  exception  In  my  favour," — « 
"  I  beg  your  pardon,"  anfwered  the  Spaniard  without 
difcompofing  himfelf,  "  this  Is  the  firft  time  1  have 
perceived  that  a  fenfible  and  accompliflisd  man  is 
not  a  royalift  ! '' 

Le  Coulteux  is  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 
He  lives  in  a  wing  of  the  large  houfe  called  the 
Palais  de  Bourbon^  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Honarey 
facing  the  Elyfian  Fields. 

TILLY. 

This  zealous  republican  never  ambitioned  a  feat 
In  the  legiflature,  or  exercifed  any  publick  office  in 
France.  He  has,  however,  been  employed  abroad, 
and  his  talents  in  the  diplomatick  line  are  fecond  to 
none. 

Tilly  was  originally  a  nobleman  of  Britanny,  and 
Is  a  relation  of  the  emigrant  Count  de  Tilly,  and 
alfo  of  the  republican  general  of  the  fame  name, 
who  dlftlnguifhed  himfelf  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
under  Jourdan,  Hoche>  and  Angereau. 

He  was  one  of  the  few  men  appertaining  to  the 
privileged  orders  who,  under  the  corrupt  ftate  of  the 
monarchy,  and  in  the  midfl  of  the  licentloufnefs  of 
his  own  caft,  dedicated  his  time  to  ferious  ftudies, 
tmd  cultivated  thofe  liberal  principles  which,  hov/- 
ever  they  may  have  been  abufed,  conftitute  the  glory 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  became  the  precurfors  of  the 
revolution. 

In 
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In  order  to  obtain  information  he  vifited  both 
England  and  Italy.  In  each  of  thefe  countries  he 
dlftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  inquifitivc  difpofition, 
and  his  afliduous  attention  to  learned  men. 

At  his  return  to  France,  Tilly  was  too  modefl  to 
publifh  a  detailed  journal  of  his  travels  in  order  to 
fatisfy  his  literary  vanity,  and  at  the  fame  time  too 
fenfible  of  the  weight  of  his  obfervations  in  refpect 
to  his  native  country,  to  conceal  his  acquifitions. 
Accordingly  he  wrote  fome  very  fhort  but  interefting 
memoirs,  tending  to  put  the  French  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing with  the  Englifh  navy,  and  to  improve  the  manu- 
faclures  and  trade  of  his  native  country,  fo  as  to  cope 
at  leail  with,  if  not  to  furpafs  that  of  its  rivals. 

The  revolution  at  length  occurred,  and  amidft 
the  numberlefs  emigrations  and  plots  of  the  no- 
l)ility,  it  certainly  afforded  great  fatisfacSlion  to 
the  patriots  to  behold  a  few  individuals  abjuring  the 
prejudices  of  their  order,  and  joining  in  the  ftruggle 
for  freedom.  Tilly  was  accordingly  highly  admired 
by  the  Parifians,  and  as  foon  as  the  republick  was 
proclaimed,  the  executive  council  v/as  advifed  to 
employ  him  in  the  diplomatick  line.  His  long  refi- 
dence  in  Italy,  and  his  critical  knov/ledge  of  the 
language,  fitted  him  for  a  publick  character  in  that 
country,  and  he  accordingly  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  ambaflador  to  Genoa. 

No  man  was  better  adapted  to  his  new  fituation*, 
and  the  late  changes  in  the  fouth  of  Europe  may  be 
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fitirly  traced  to   the    operations  of  his  adm'miftra- 
tion. 

No  fooner  had  he  arrived  at  Genoa  than  he  grant- 
ed his  prote6lion  to  every  opprefled  patriot  in  that 
petty  republick.  He  even  inftituted  a  dub  :n  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary,  named  Morando,  wht-re  all 
the  young  men  v/ho  afFe6led  literary  attainments 
(fome  of  them  appertaining  to  the  higheft  clafs  of'^ 
nobility)  held  their  meetings. 

From  this  time,  Tilly  might  have  been  juillv 
ftiled  the  Scourge  of  the  Genoefe  artjtocracy\  ?.'.id 
all  the  fubfequent  aiSls  of  his  embahy  rendered  niin 
truly  worthy  of  that  appellation.  When  the  fenate 
expoftulated  w^ith  him  about  his  encouraging  thefe 
democratica!  meetings,  he  replied,  ^'-  that  fo  many 
focieties  exiftcd  in  Genoa  v/irh  a  view  to  revile  and 
difgrace  the  French  principles,  that  it  was  net  x.<,  be 
wondered  if  one  was  formed  in  order  to  apologiie  for 
them.'' 

A  Genoefe  clergyman,  named  the  Ahh':  Lomhardi^ 
empjoyed  by  him  in  the  capacity  of  fecr'rtary  for  the 
Italian  difpatches,  beiiig  fufpe6led  to  a6l  as  one  of 
the  propagandijls^  was  taken  into  cuftody  by  order 
of  the-government :  Tilly  on  this  inftantly  rechim- 
ed  him  as  a  perfon  appertaining  to  the  French  Vin- 
bafly.  The  fennte  replied-,  that  no  fabjedt  of  the 
Genoefe  republick  was  permitted  <.o  fpiead  principles 
tending  to  its  fubverfion.  Tilly  rejoined,  that  as 
the  pcifms  attached  to  the  ambafiiidors  of  all  the 
crowned  heads  refiding  in  Genoa  profefTed  the  p'^in- 
ciples  of  their  refpedlive  governments,  it  was  but 
K  k  fair 
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fair  for  the  French  envoy  to  keep  in  his  fervice  fuch 
as  were  attached  to  the  politicks  of  France. 

About  this  time  the  right  wing  of  the  army 
of  Italy,  in  order  to  facilitate  an  attack  on  Col  de 
Tefidcy  Saargioy  &c.  belonging  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, had  marched  through  the  territory  of  V^inti- 
miglia,  and  thus  openly  violated  the  Genoefe  neu- 
trality. The  fenate,  having  complained  anew  oa 
this  occafion,  Tilly  anfwered,  that  it  ought  to  per- 
mit this  violation  with  the  fame  indifference  that  it 
had  allowed  a  fmiilar  one  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  on  the  part  of  the  Sardinian  troops^ 
while  on  their  march  to  Oneille. 

The  Auftrian  general,  Baron  de  Vins,  intending 
to  take  poflefiion  of  fome  towns  in  the  weilcrn  ^V- 
v'leray  Ricord,  Salrcetti,  and  Albitte,  the  reprefen- 
tatlves  of  the  French  people  v/ith  the  army  of  Italy 
n:ade  great  preparations  to  pieoccupy  the  fame,  and 
all  the  republican  troops  inftantly  moved  towards 
the  interiour  of  the  territory  of  Genoa. 

The  fenate  required  fi'om  Tilly  a  categori- 
cal explanation  of  thefe  movements.  "  I  will 
willingly  give,"  faid  Tilly,  ''  my  explanation,  when 
the  fenate  has  given  me,  on  their  part,  a  fimilar  one 
relative  to  the  intentions  of  the  coalcfced  powers." 

As  he  was  zealous,  aftivc,  and  energetick,  beyond 
defcription,  for  the  dignity  and  interefts  of  the  new 
repubiick,  it  happened  that  he  very  often  hazarded 
opinions  inconfiftent  with  the  cftablifhed  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  and  utterly  incompatible 
With  the  law  of  nations.    The  fenate  at  one  time  in- 
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filling  on  the  ftricSl  obfervance  of  the  exiting  trea- 
ties, "  the  French  nation,"  replied  Tilly,  "  ac- 
knowledges no  treaty  (lipulated  on  the  part  of  their 
kings. — ThepeophV'  he  addtd,  "  have  taken  arms 
in  order  to  aiTert  their  rights^  and  they  will  7ieV(r 
lay  them  down  until  their  political  relations  are 
founded  on  a  better  hafts*" 

Juftice  alfo  requires  us  to  obferve,  that  he  did 
not  always  attend  to  the  punctilios  of  diploniatick 
decorum. 

In  his  drefs  a  la  Carmagnol^y  he  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  receive  the  vifits  of  the  moil  diflinguifbed 
members  of  the  diplomatick  body  ',  he  waited  on  the 
fenate,  in  the  national  palace,  in  a  black  neck  hand- 
kerchief and  pantai(>ons,  and  dirc(Slcd  the  French 
agents  in  the  neighbouring  towns  never  to  pull  off 
their  hats  when  they  had  occafion  to  call  on  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  governors,  although  they  were  of  the 
moft  noble  families  in  Genoa,  fuch  as  Doria,  Palla* 
vicinij  Spjnola,  &c. 

His  ardent  character  fometimes  induced  Tilly  to 
trefpafs  on  the  laws  of  his  country.  At  one  period 
of  the  revolut'onary  goverrime^it,  the  Convention 
pafled  a  decree,  forbidding  aliens  coming  from 
countries  at  war  wiih  France  to  enter  the  territo- 
ries of  the  republick;  and  the  French  agents  and  ma- 
giftrates  were  declared  refponfible  for  the  execution 
of  it.     Tilly,  paying  no  attention  to  the  will  of  the 

•  In  veft,  pantaloons  and  fabrc,  witlv  a  large  thret*co!oured 
cockade, 
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Ic^i/lature,   granted  pafiports  to  all  the  Italian  pa*' 
triot^,  whether  '^^ifcms,  Romans,  Neapolitans,  or 
Ficdinontele,    all   of  whom   appertained  to  inimical 
countries. 

It  happened  about  this  time  that  a  Sicilian  cler- 
gyman, named  the  Abbs  Sotira,  being  pcrfecuted 
by  the  gcvrrnment  of  Naples  on  ^account  of  his 
democrarrck.  fentiments,  fcund  means  to  efcape  to 
Genoa,  andr-^ked  for  a-  pafTport  to  France;  on 
obtaiHing  it  he  lepairnd  to  Oneilie. 

Some  French  merchants  reGding  in  Genoa  were 
the  enemies  ot  Tilly.  They  had  been  in  Naples, 
and  known  this  very  Abbe,  who,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  impending  profcription,  had  written  a  work, 
entitled — •'  The  rights  of  man  confuted."  They 
availed  themfelves  of  this  pretext,  to  fatisfy  their 
animofity,  and  accordingly  wrote  a  formal  denunci- 
ation to  Buonarroti,  at  that  time  national  agent  at 
Oneilie,  ilating  that  Sotira  was  a  man  of  a  Uifpicious 
charafier.  Buonarroti,  naturally  violent  and  impe- 
tuous, inflantly  ifl'ued  orders  for  a  domiciliary  vifit, 
and  unfortunately  for  Tilly,  the  very  manufcript  af 
"  the  Rights  of  Man  confuted,'*  was  found  in  his 
pofTe/Tion. 

Buonarroti  immediately  committed  him  to  prifon, 
fcnt  intell':i;ence  of  the  eveiit  to  the  committee  of 
public):  fcdtty,  and  had  not  the  9th  Therm'd  r  inter- 
vened, Sotira  -would  have  been  (ent  to  the  guillotine, 
and  Tilly  himfelf  v.oulJ  have  fufFered  difgrace  at 
IcaO:,  on  i:ccount  of  the  excefs  of  his  zeal,     By  the 
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bye,  this  fame  Sotira  was  really  a  patriot*,  and  a 
writer  of  fome  confideration.  He  lived  feme  time 
in  this  country,  and  on  his  return  to  the  continent, 
in  1789,  he  publiihed  a  political  work  in  Paris,  en- 
titled— La  Decadence  de  V An^leterre. 

o 

But  if  the  9th  Thermidor^  fecured  Tilly  from  the 
dangerous  effects  refulting  from  the  animofity  of 
his  countrymen  in  Genoa,  it  was  likely  to  involve 
him  in  the  hatred  of  the  Thermidoreans^  againll  the 
fanfculotterie.  This  a<5lually  proved  to  be  the  cafe. 
Tilly  was  recalled,  and  no  fooner  had  he  reached 
Nice,  than  he  was  difgracefully  feized  by  the  na- 
tional gendarmes^  and  conveyed  a  prifoner  to  Paris. 
It  was  not  a  little  aftonifliing  to  behold  the  new 
members  of  the  Committee  ofPublick  Safety,  a£l:ing 
in  this  manner,  againil  a  man  who  had  fo  ably  and 
fuccefsfully  ferved  the  republick  abroad. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Committee  of  Government, 
fent  a  new  ambaflador  (M.  Villard)  to  Genoa,  who 
in  their  name,  publickly  and  officially  difavowed  all 
"  the  extravagancies"  of  his  predecelTor,  and  alTured 
the  fenate  that  he  was  flill  lying  under  their  difplea- 
fure. 

An  account  of  the  humiliations  endured  by  Tilly 
in  Paris,  during  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  1795, 
would  be  equally  tedious  and  difagrceable.  It  is 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  official  accounts  of  his 
adminiflration  in  Genoa,  were  expofed  to  the  cen- 

•  The  attack  on  the  ngb:s  of  man,  was  v/rltten  from  policv,  not 
principle,  it  being  penned  with  a  view  to  fave  hi«  life, 

K  k  3  ,  furc 
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fure  of  the  loweft  clerks  of  the  firiancial  departments 
and  revifed  with  the  mofi:  rancorous  fcrupolofity. 

The  Thermidoreans^  indeed,  went  fo  far,  as  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  arms,  and  exclude  him  from  fervice 
in  his  own  fedlion,  on  account  of  his  having  been  in  the 
ttfchnical  language  of  that  period,  "  a  tcrrorij}  and 
a  had  citizen."  In  Ihort,  he  was  a^  laft  obliged 
to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  infalts  of  the  Parifian  youth, 
by  retiring  to  the  town  of  St.  Germain,  twelve 
miles  diftant  from  the  metropolis. 

The  Thetmidorean  re-adion  ceafed  to  Influence 
the  French  government,  in  Odlober  1795,  and  the 
unjuft  perfecutions  to  which  many  of  the  moft  zea- 
lous patriots  had  been  expofed  during  the  preceding 
twelve  months,  were  felt  by  the  directory,  the  two 
councils,  and  the  people  at  large. 

On  the  return  ^  f  1  illy  to  Paris,  he  was  received 
with  univerfal  refpe(5i:.  The  executive  ofFered  to 
appoint  him  minijler  of  police^  but  he  protefted  that 
he  would  not  accept  the  place.  On  its  being  pro- 
pofed  to  fend  him  once  more  ambailador  to  Genoa, 
or  any  other  of  the  Italian  courts,  he  alfo  declined 
the  propofal  with  that  uncommon  perfeverance  {o 
peculiar  to  his  char a6^er. 

Since  that  time,  he  has  not  evinced  the  leaft  anx- 
iety for  rinv  fort  of  empl^  yment.  Being  a(ked  the 
reaf  '.  o'  o  rruch  ^.pathy,  he  told  his  friends,  "  that 
he  was  very  glad  to  have  once  llrved  his  native 
counrry,  bui  he  would  never  appear  on  t!ie  publiclc 
ftage  again,  before  the  revolutionary  ftorms  had  en- 
tlrUy  fubfided." 

Tilly 
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Tilly  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  fiiort 
ftature,  thin,  fwarthy  complexion,  and  forbidding 
look.  He  is  noted  for  the  plainnefs  of  his  drefs ;  the 
ferioufnefs  of  his  countenance^  and  the  franknels  of 
his  fentiments* 


VADIER, 

Was  confidered  as  a  man  of  the  flrlc^ert  integrit}^, 
a  learned  civilian  *,  and  an  able  magil^rate  anteriour 
to  the  fall  of  the  throne.  He  was  appointed  a  deputy 
to  the  National  Convention,  from  the  department  de 
f  ArrUge^  and  it  may  not  be'  unworthy  of  remark, 
thjit  all  the  members  of  this  department,  were  ufually 
confidered  as  mountaineers^  in  every  {tr\{Q.  of  the 
word. 

Vadier  diftlnguifhed  himfelf  as  one  of  the  De^ 
cemvirs  during  the  reign  of  terrour,  and,  after  the 
fhifting  of  the  political  fcene,  became  one  of  thofe 
fubje(^ed  to  the  Freronian  perfecution. 

This  is  little  to  be  wondered  at,  as  he  had  apper- 
tained  to  the  committee  of  general  fecurity,  and  parti- 
cipated in  all  the  violent  proceedmgs  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  the  Convention  at  large. 

It  is  allowed,  however,  even  by  his  enemies,  that 
his  motives^  tbroughout  the  whole  of  his  publick 
life,  nay,  even  when  nctoriouHy  faulty,  were  un- 
exceptionable ;  he   was  alfo  one  of  the  few   plain 

♦  He  was  Conj'eUier  a  Famitt's. 

and 
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and  honeft  men,  who  confcientloufly  execrated  Ro- 
befpierre,  and,  from  the  love  of  juftice  and  virtue 
alone,  contributed  to  thedownfal  of  that  odious  tyrant. 

During  periods  of  civil  difcord,  men  are  f  equently 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafori.  The  more  Vadier  w-as 
refpedlable,  the  more  he  was  reviled,  abufed,  infuked, 
vilified;  and  the  Freronian  journal,  L'Orateur  du 
Peuple  will  always  be  confidered  as  a  mortifying  re- 
cord of  the  injuftice  and  ingratitude  of  the  French 
nation. 

Vadier  fupported  the  moft  bitter  inve<£lives  with  a 
prudence  and  refignation  which  could  have  originated 
in  a  confcious  integrity  alone.  One  day,  however, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  exclaiming,  in  the  hall  of 
the  Convention—"  Je  n'aurois  jamais  cru  que  mes 
compatriotes  recompenferoit  de  cette  maniere  mes 
foixante  arts  de  vertus*  ! '^ 

Thefe  words  ferved  only  to  excite  murmurs- 
and  laughter  in  the  AfTembly;  to  fupply  Freron  and 
his  party  with  new  topicks  of  ridicule,  and  to  afford 
to  the  Parifian  youth  the  proverb  of  les  foixante  ans 
de  vert  us  de  Vadier, 

The  1 2th  Germinal  at  length  arrived,  and  Vadier, 
with  his  colleagues,  Collot,  Billaud,  and  Barrere,^ 
V/ere  condemned  to  tranfportation.  Some  tirn^;  after, 
a  decree  of  accufation  was  ena(Sfed  againft  t:  em,  and 
orders  given  for  their  trial  before  the  Tribunal  dc 
la  Charente  Inferieure  j  Vadier  and  Barrere,  how- 


♦  "  I  never  could  have  fuppored  that  my  countrymen  would 
have  thus  recomptnfed  fixty  years  of  virtue.'* 

ever, , 
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ever,  found  means  to  effe£l  their  efcape.  From  that 
time  the  former  has  become  To  obfcure,  that  if  his 
name  had  not  been  occafionally  mentioned,  fome 
months  fmce,  by  a  French  journalifti  one  would  have 
been  tempted  to  ruppof*  that  he  had  ceafcd  to  exift. 


I>E    lA    CROIX, 

Or,  as  he  is  now  called,  la  croix, 

Is  a  Parifian  by  birth,  and,  previouny  to  the  revo*. 
lution,  was  a  fecretary  de  la  connetablie  in  the  ca- 
pital. This  was  a  fpecies  of  military  magiftracyj 
which  excrcifed  a  cei  .ain  jurlfdi(5lion  relative  to 
points  of  honour,  etiquette^  duelling,  &c.  and  it  was 
compofed  of  all  the  marlhals  of  France* 

Charles  la  Croix  had  a  feat,  but  never  made  a  great 
figure  in  the  Conftituent  AfTembly.  In  the  Con- 
vention he  was  a  deputy  from  the  department  de  la 
Marne^  and  being  a  mountaineer^  he  was  very  much 
attached  to  CoUot  d*Hcrbois  and  Thuriot,  under  the 
prefidentfhips  of  whom,  in  1793,  he  w^as  twice  eledled 
fecretary.  He  was  aifo  fent  on  million  to  feveral 
departments. 

If  the  career  of  this  reprefentative  had  ended  with 
the  fundlions  of  a  legiflator,  liis  name  would  have 
been  plunged  in  the  deep  oblivion  to  which  that  of 
thoufands  of  his  colleagues  are  condemned.  Bur,  in 
October  1793,  he  happened  to  be  appo  nted  Minifter 
of  the  French  Republick  for  the  department  of  foreign 

affairs, 
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affairs,  whence  may  be  dated   that  very  eqai vocals  \ 
kind  of  celebrity  that  has  attached  to  his  perfon.         I 

Unfortunately  for  him,  in  this  exalted  fituation, 
he  was  expofed  to  the  fcrutinlzing  eyes  of  mankind. 
Yes,  unfortunately  for  him^  becaufe,  in  the  capacity 
of  a  niinifter,  he  occafionally  difplayed  fuch  a  com- 
plete ignorance  of  geography  and  diplcmatick  affairs, 
as  to  become  proverbial,  and  to  render  himfelf  the 
fcorn  of  his  countrymen  at  home,  and  the  difgrace  of 
the  French  abroad.  In  fhort,  he  was  commonly 
termed  Pimbecille  la  Croix, 

The  writer  of  this  article  knows  to  a  certainty 
that  he  fuppofed  Tufcany  to  be  a  city,  and  imagined 
that  Naples  belonged  to  the  King  of  Sardinia! 

What  is  almoft  incredible,  though  recorded  in  his 
own  difpatches,  he  once  fent  to  Barthelemy,  then 
ambafiador  in  Switzerland,  a  copy  of  an  arreti  of 
the  Diredory,  with  an  injunction  to  notify  it  to  the 
Senate  of  Berne!  This  expofed  him  of  courfe 
to  the  moft  humiliating  animadverfions  on  the  part 
of  the  Swifs  government,  whicn,  in  its  remon- 
flrances,  obfeive  .,  that  the  Can;ons  neither  foimed  a 
French  diftridl,  nor  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  a 
buiffier''''  of  a  tribunal. 

And  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  PruflTan  domi- 
nions, on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine,  proviftonally  ceded 
to  France  'by  the  treaty  of  Bafle,  went  into  raourn- 
ing  for  the  Prince-Royal  In  1796,  he  was  fo  foolifh 


A  ferjeant,  or  mace  bearer. 

as 
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as  to  fend  an  order  to  the  French  CommifTary  at 
Cleves,  to  prohibit  this  mark  of  refpeft!  The  late 
Xing  of  PrufHa  was  greatly  offended  at  this  conduft, 
and  was  near  revenging  it  by  an  open  rupture  I— 
Upon  this,  Perlet  the  journalift  obferved,  "  Tot  cu 
tard  nous  fentirons  que  ce  n'eft  pas  impunement  que 
nous  pouvons  mettre  un  imbecille  a  la  tete  des  af* 
/aires  errangeres *." 

Charles  La  Croix,  notwithftanding  this,  continued 
to  exercife  his  fundions  as  a  minifter;  but  it  was 
-merely  owing  to  his  repuhlicanifrn  that  he  preferved 
his  place;  for  he  polTefled  no  other  qualification 
whatever.  He  v/as  difmilTed,  however-,  in  June 
1797,  in  order  to  make  room  for  M.  Tayllerand, 
and  was  fent  foon  after  as  ambaflador  to  the  batavian 
Republick.  He  was  judged  by  the  Dire6lory  to  be 
the  beft  tool  for  bringing  about  a  new  revolution 
againft  the  moderates  and  the  Stadtholderians,  by 
means  of  a  coup  de  ina'in^  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
to  effect  an  i8th  Fm^idor  in  Holland.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  he  proved  wonderfully  fuccefsful,  and  the  legi- 
ilative  body  as  well  as  the  other  conftituted  authorities 
were,  in  the  language  of  the  Ja}',  completely  purified. 

It  was,  however,  heard  with  equal  aftonifliment 
and  indignation,  that  among  the  Dutch  moderates,  ac- 
cufed  and  perfecutea  by  him,  was  the  gallant  General 
DiJendels^  one  of  the  firmeft  patriots  during  the  con- 
teft  of  1787^  who  hati  ferved  as  a  commander  of  abri- 


•   We  IhrxU  learn,   fometime  or  another,  that  the  diredVjon  of 
foreign  affairs  cannot  be  ertrufted  to  a  weak  nuin  with  icipjiity. 

gade 
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gade  under  Pichegru,  and  to  whofe  zeal  and  exer- 
tions the  French  are  chiefly  indebted  for  their  en- 
trance into  Holland ! 

Charles  La  Cxoix  was  about  to  fet  off  for  Vienna, 
in  order  to  jeplace  Bernadotte,  when  a  new  revolu- 
tion took  place,  under  his  eye,  without  his  (andlion, 
and  in  exprefs  contradiiStion  to  his  opinions. 

The  brave  Daendels,  fhocked  at  the  proconfular 
enormities  of  the  French  minifter,  had  repaired  to 
Paris,  and  reprefented  his  adminiftration  in  fo  true, 
and  therefore  fo  odious  a  light,  that  the  Direilory 
fcems  to  have  entrufted  him  with  a  carte  blanche.-^ 
He  accordingly  returned  with  fecret,  but  unlimited 
powers,  and  the  patriots  of  1787  have  once  more 
triumphed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  arts  and  oppofition  of 
the  Minifter. 

La  Croix  is  about  fifty  years  of  age,  fobcr,  a<5live^ 
and  laborious,  but  ignorant,  prefumptuous,  and  devoid 
of  talents. 

He  has  lately  returned  to  Paris,  and  been  fucceeded 
in  his  mi/Tion  to  Holland  by  Roberjot. 


BOURSAULT, 

Like  Collot  d'Herbois  and  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  was  a 
performer,  and  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  his  own 
line. 

Finding  hfmfelf  unable  to  obtain  a  fortune  in  his 
native  country,  he  became  manager  of  a  French 
company  of  players,  with  which  he  repaired  to  Italy 

in 
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in  queft  of  bread.  On  this  occafioa  h^  aflumed  the 
name  of  Malherbcs. 

'  Having  at  length  eflablifhed  himfclf  in  Naples,  he 
was  appointed  by  his  Sicilian  Majeftyd//r^^f7(?r  of  the 
French  theatre  in  that  metropolis.  He  was  not  beloved 
however  by  his  fellow-performers,  who  were  piqued  sTt 
the  fuperiority  of  his  genius,  nor  did  he  experience 
much  friendfliip  on  the  part  of  the  Neapolitan  nobi« 
lity,  to  whom  he  never  paid  that  humiliating  homage 
v/hich  they  had  obtained  from  his  predecefTors.  Thefe 
two  bodies  were  too  powerful  for  him  to  oppofe, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  (in  1788)  he  was 
difmifTed  by  the  King,  and  fent" back  to  France,  On 
that  event  taking  place,  the  hatred  of  his  foes  was 
fully  gratified ;  but  not  content  v/ith  their  fuccefs, 
they  contrived  to  render  their  enitiity  proverbial;  for 
when  fpeaking  of  an  enemy,  they  always  faid,— "  li 
eft  mauyals  fujet  comme  Malherbes." 

It  is  a  common  obfervation  in  the  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, that  fome  accidents,  apparently  detrimental, 
often  prove  uncommonly  fortunate.  H^ad  not  Bour- 
fault  lofl  his  place  in  Naples,  he  would  have  conti- 
nued a  performer  during  his  whole  life. 

Having  repaired  to  Paris,  he  became  a  partifan  of 
the  new  order  of  things »  In  confequence  of  this,  he 
was  received  into  the  fcciety  of  the  "  Friends  of  Li- 
berty," and  permitted  to  difplay  his  eloquence,  already 
improved  by  the  declamation  of  the  ftage.  He  was 
the  intimate  friend  of  Collot  d'Herbois,  and  it  was 
Aifpecled  that  he  had  fome  (lure  in  the  patriotick 
L 1  plays 
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plays  and  many  other  works  publlftied  by  hini  be- 
tween the  years  1789  and  1792. 

It  is  to  the  friendfhip  of  Collot,  that  Bourfault 
was  indebted  for  his  appointment  as  a  deputy  from 
the  department  of  Paris  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion. But  although  a  zealot  of  liberty,  he  did  not 
a6t  a  confiderable  part  during  the  two  firft  years 
of  the  duration  of  the  legiflative  body.  So  many 
perfons  of  fuperiour  abilities  were  competitors  for 
the  civick  crown,  that  there  was  neither  room  nor 
occafion  for  the  exertions  of  Bourfault. 

In  the  fpring  of  1795,  he  at  length  emerged  from 
t>brcurity.  At  that  period  he  was  fent  on  miflion  to 
feveral  departments,  to  appeafe  the  animofities  en- 
gendered between  the  Terrorijls  and  the  Thermido^ 
reanSy  and  he  a^led  with  equal  fagacity  and  fuccefs. 
On  his  return  to  Paris,  during  the  fummer  of  the 
fame  year,  he  made  feveral  motions,  and  delivered 
many  fpeeches  in  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  rela- 
tive to  all  the  interefling  fubjeifts  then  in  the  crder 
of  the  day. 

In  the  autumn  of  1795,  a  more  ferious  talk 
was  affigned  to  Bourfault.  He  was  then  fent  to 
the  South  of  France,  in  order  to  quell  the  re- 
bellion of  the  royalifts,  known  under  the  name  of  La 
Campagnie  de  Jefus.  On  that  occafion  he  eftab- 
lifhed  his  refidence  at  Avignon,  and  adopted  mea- 
fures  Co  very  mild  and  wife,  that  the  infurgents  feon 
returned  to  their  duty. 

Bourfault  was  certainly  one  of  thofe  few  deputies 

who  never  employed  terrour  and  ferocity  in  their 

S  mifljons, 
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mlilions,  znd  he  deferved  therefore  the  efteem  and  the 
affection  of  the  departments  governed  by  him. 

At  the  nomination  of  the  firft  third  of  the  new  con- 
ftitutional  legiflature,  he  was  unanimoufly  ele£led  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  by  the 
department  of  Vauclufe.  But  as  there  was  a  law  cn- 
a6led  during  his  refidence  in  the  fouth,  that  no  re- 
prefentative  on  mifHon  could  be  appointed  a  deputy 
to  the  legiflature  for  the  departments  where  he  hap- 
pened to  exercife  his  proconfulfliip,  this  ele£lion 
was  declared  void  by  the  prefent  directory,  and 
Bourfault  himfelf  was  too  much  of  an  honeft  man  to 
infifl  on  its  validity. 

This  deputy,  like  a  confiderable  portion  of  his 
colleagues,  has  not  been  fpared  by  the  difaffeflied 
royalifls,  and  ariftocrats.  They  have  accufed  him 
ef  being  a  great  intriguer,  and  aflerted  that  he  has 
acquired  confiderable  riches  by  the  revolution.  A 
bitter  philippick  was  lately  pronounced  againft  him  at 
Paris,  on  account  of  h's  having  purchafed,  by  means 
of  ajfignats^  and  ?nandatSy  the  beautiful  country  feat 
of  Monfieu;  (the  prefent  pretender)  at  Brumoi.  It 
was,  however,  found,  after  due  inquiry,  that  this 
royal  country  feat,  like  the  reft  of  the  national  pro- 
perty, was  fold  by  publick  auftion. 

Bourfalt  is  a  man  of  about  fifty,  above  the  middle 
fize,  of  a  thin  make,  and  a  fwarthy  complexion.  He 
is  extremely  polite,  and  ever  officious  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  poffefTes  fome  fhare  of  that  quality  which 
the  French  call — la  tournure  maligne  de  I*  efprit  *. 

*  A  witty  malignity. 

LI  2  DUHEM. 
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The  nr.me  of  this  deputy  is  not  entitled  to  great 
Celebrity  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
b^caufe  he  never  occupied  any  fituation  of  an  im- 
portant nature.  But  his  fleady  chara£^er,  his  zeal- 
ous patriotifm,  and  the  courage  v/hich  he  exhibited 
amid  the  greatefl  dangers,  deferve  encomium,  and 
will  not  be  forgotten  when  the  hiilory  of  the  revo- 
lution fhall  be  written  by  a  pb.ilofophiGai  pen. 

Duhem  is  a  native  of  Lifie  in  Flanders,  and  a 
phyfician  :  he  v/as  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  national 
convention,  where,  fo  late  as  the  winter  of  1795, 
he  made  no  figure,  though  he  was  perfecftly  known 
to  be  a  violent  mountaineer  in  confequence  of  his 
rnotion  in  the  fociety  of  "  Liberty  and  Equality." 

It  was  not  until  the  fupprellion  of  that  famous 
club  that  Duhem  emerged  from  obfcurity;  and  ic 
is  a  faol  v/orthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  Thermido- 
rean  party  prevailed  on  the  convention  to  annihilate 
it,  merely  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  powerful  political 
meeting,  whofe  members,  with  all  their  faults,  had 
hitherto  been  the  incorruptible  fupporters  of  political 
equality,  the  zealots  of  the  revolution,  and  the  de- 
fenders of  the  democracy  eftablifhed  by  the  confti- 
tution  of  1793. 

Another  colour,  however,  was  given  to  this  inno- 
vation. It  was  alferted  that  the  club  ought  to  be 
fliut  up  in  order  to  remove  the  odium  which  Rcbe- 
ipierre  had  thrown  upon  it.  by  the   incorporation 

of 
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of  fo  many  unworthy  perfons,  and  to  enable  the 
powers  at  war  to  make  a  peace  conhftent  with  their 
dignity,  which  had  been  fo  grievoufly  offended  by 
the  Jacobins.  Thefe  reafons  were  certainly  not 
fatisfa6lory,  at  leaft  to  the  clubbifts,  and  Duhcm 
was  heard  to  fay  more  than  once, — "  I  will  tell  you 
the  motive  of  their  condu6l:  they  have  fhut  the 
doors  of  the  Jacobin  Society,  in  order  to  open  thofe 
of  the  Temple,"  This  was  the  prifon  where  the 
young  Louis  XVII.  was  confined. 

Every  fenfible  man  is  compelled  to  avow,  that  the 
many  irregular  and  myfterious  modes  adopted  by  the 
National  Convention  to  deftroy  Jacobinifm,  and  to 
flifle  the  firft  democratical  conftitution,  gave  rife  to 
the  violent  flruggles  between  the  Thermidoreans 
and  the  Mountaineers,  as  well  as  among  the  repub- 
licans at  lar  «•,.  1  his  conteft  lafted  for  more  than 
a  year,  havii  "^jdured  from  September  1794  to 
Odober  1795. 

Had  they  fairly  declared  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  make  fome  flight  alteration  in  the  republican 
code,  the  Jacobins  would  in  all  probability  have 
acquiefced,  and  the  royalifts  could  certainly  have 
conceived  no  hopes  of  re-eftablifliing  the  ancient 
government.  Thus  the  difaftrous  epochs  of  the 
2d  Germinal,  'ift  Prairial,  and  13th  Vendemiaire, 
would  have  been  avoided. 

The  Mountaineers,  haunted  with  the  idea  of  the 
return  of  royalty,  :  n  event  To  clofely  connef^ed  with 
iheir  owri  puniihment,  ufed  their  utmolt  eiForts  to  vil- 
ify the  Convention  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  people. 
L  1  3  But 
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But  as  the  greateft  part  of  them  had  been-cmployed 
either  in  the  publick  adminiftration  or  in  miffion  to 
the  departments,  and  feared  of  courfe  to  be  accufed 
of  fome  mifcondu6l  by  the  agents  of  the  now  pre- 
<3ominant  favStion,  they  refolved  to  choofe  among 
themfelves  an  unexceptionable  individual  who  fhould 
publickly  raife  his  voice  and  vociferate  the:-  griev- 
ances in  the  hall  of  the  convention. 

No  man  was  better  calculated  than  Duhem  to 
anfwer  their  purpofe. 

Regularly  every  mcrning,  from  January  to  April 
1795,  this  deputy  fpoke  his  fentiments  with  a  firm- 
nefs  of  mind  which  evinced  a  man  of  found  princi- 
ples and  a  fteady  chara6i:er.  Some  of  his  phrafes 
deferve  to  be  noticed.  One  day,  turning  to  Tallien, 
he  faid,  Le  foTumeil  des  patriots  ejl  le  cahne  du  lion  : 
prends  garde  a  iot^  fcelerat  *.  Anot>  '  day  he  ob- 
ferved  to  Legendre,  //  eji  clair  q'  -veut  retahlir 
la  royaute  :  mats  je  le  jure^  au  ntm  d'un  million 
de  fanscullottes  qui  font  fous  les  armes^  que  la  centre^ 
revoltiti:n  ne  fe  fera  pasf  !  And  when  ProfefTor 
Lacroix  was  acquitted  by  the  new  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal of  the  charge  brought  againft  him  for  having 
publiihed  the  work  called  Le  SpeSfateur  Fran^ais  : 
le  ioyalifme^  faid  he,  et  VariJloLratie  triomphent y 
la  persecution  eji  drejjee  contrs  Us  patriotes  j  //  vaut 

*  "The  fleep  oi"  the  patriots,  is  like  the  tranquility  of  the  lion 
—  take  care  then,  of  thyfelf,  ruffian!" 

f  It  is  clear  that  there  exifts  a  defign  to  re-efbibliih  royalty. 
"hot  I  fwear  in  tlie  name  of  a  nniilion  of  armed  fanfculottei,  tliat  o 
counter  revoluticn  ihaU  not  take  place. 

mku:r 
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mieux  etre  Chareite  que  depute^.  Thefe  high- 
fpirited  Tallies  coft  hiiii  at  one  time  his  liberty. — 
Rovere,  who  was  really  a  royalift,  had  endeavoured 
to  render  the  naine  of  Duheni  odious  even  to  the 
Jacobins,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  afTert,  in  the 
hall  of  the  convention,  that  fome  letters  from  him 
to  the  emigrants  in  Switzerland  had  been  intercep- 
ted. Duhem,  drawing  his  fabre  from  the  fcabbard, 
Exclaimed  ^^  Rovere  me  calomnie :.  on  qiiil  prouve 
ce  qiCil  a  avance^  ou  que  je  V ajfajjine  f  /  ^'  A  thou- 
fand  voices  were  fuddenly  heard  exclaiming, — A' 
r  Ahhaye  !  a  V  Abhaye  !  and  the  prefident  was  ob- 
liged to  commit  him  to  prifon.  To  do  jufiice  to 
the  moderation  of  the  National  Convention,  his 
confinement  was  very  fliort,  for  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  day  he  re-appeared  in  the  hall  amidft  the  mofl 
lively  acclamations. 

The  1 2th  Germinal  at  lerigth  arrived,  and  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  Duhem  and  all  the  Moun- 
taineers were  at  the  bottom  of  the  popular  infar- 
re(5tion  which  took  place  on  that  day.  The  Na- 
tional Convention,  which  .had  adopted  a  lenient 
mode  of  governing,  and  had  rendered  the  Jacobins 
odious,  becaufe  their  reign  was  ftigmatized  with 
terrour  and  blood,  felc  itfelf  indifpofed  to  a6l  fevere- 
ly  with  them,  and  Duhem,  Chodieu,  Gallon,  and 


•  Royalty  and  Ariftocracy  triumph.     The  patriots  are  perfecut» 
ed  and  it  is  now  better  to  be  Charctte  than  a  deputy. 

•f"  Revere  calumniates  me,  and  li  he  does  not  prove  what  he 
aflerti,  I  will  aflaHlnate  him* 

a1] 
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all   the  chiefs  of  the  Jacobins,   were  provifionaliy 
tranfported  to  the  caflle  of  Ham  in  Pieardy. 

This  fecond  confinement  laded  until  the  month 
of  VenJdmiaire^  when  he  was  delivered  by  virtue 
of  the  decree  pafied  during  the  lafl  fitting  of  the 
Convention,  which  granted  a  general  amnefty  to 
all  perfons  guilty  of  revolutionary  crimes.  In  the 
flridl  fenfe  of  the  word,  Duhem  was  never  guilty 
of  any  crime  whatever ;  he  was  only  chargeable  with 
mircondu£l. 

Soon  after  his  deliverance,  he  received  from  the 
Dire6lory  a  marked  proof  of  their  efteem;  for  he 
was  appointed  firft  phyfician  (medecin  en  chef)  to 
the  aimy  of  the  Rhine.  To  his  fupefior  abilities 
and  exertions  is  owing  the  extinction  of  a  conta- 
gious difeafe  which  ravaged  that  army  after  the 
defeat  of  Pichegru  by  the  Auftrian  General  Clair- 
fait,  and  the  precipitate  retreat  from  the  right  banks 
of  the  Rhine. 

We  are  not  informed  v/hether  Duhem  be  ftill 
firft  phyfician  to  the  army;    but   we  have   ftrong' 
reafons  to  fuppofe  that  he  did  not  retain  that  fitu- 
ation  during  the  whole  of  laft  year. 

The  editor  of  the  Parifian  journal,  entitled  Le 
Semalnier.  dated,  that  durino-  the  {lru2;o:les  between 
the  prefent  executive  and  the  royalift  party  in  the 
legiilarure,  which  led  to  the  crifi^  of  the  i8th 
Fru6lidor,  Duhem  was  fcen  in  Paris  with  other 
patriots,  all  of  whom  were  ii.vitcd  thither  by  the 
dlreftoiy  to  aflifl  them  in  the  contefl. 

Dahem 
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Duhem  is  a  tall,  ftout  man  about  forty.  When 
in  the  convention,  he  was  remarkable  for  always 
wearing  the  national  military  drefs,  a  large  cocked 
hatj  and  a  long  fabre. 

MERCIER, 

The  name  of  this  worthy  man  deferves  to  be  as 
celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
as  it  was,  previoufly  to  it,  in  the  empire  of  philofc- 
phy  and  belles-lettres. 

He  is  a  native  of  Compeigne,  a  fmall  town  in 
the  IJle  de  France^  eighteen  leagues  fi'om  Paris,  much 
celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  the  middle  ages  for  hav- 
ing been  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  Merovingian 
kings,  and  knov/n  in  modern  times  as  a  favourite 
country  feat  of  the  Capetian  race. 

Ivlercier  was  foon  difcovered  to  be  a  man  of  {^w^q 
andfeeling,  being  in  pofleffion  of  a  mafculine  under^, 
(landing  and  a  refined  tafte.  He  was  one  of  the  firft 
French  dramatifts  who  introduced  on  their  national 
ftage  a  tafte  for  the  Englifli  compofitions,  which  they 
techn-ically  term  Comedies  Larmoyantes, 

His  plays,  fuch  as  le  Deferteur  Fran^als^  le  Fa- 
hricant  Anglohy  V Indigent^  and  others,  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  all  excellent  productions  of  their  kind.- 
But  this  fpecies  of  theatrical  performance  was  neyer 
heartily  relifhed  by  the  French  nation  at  large:  "  It, 
is  very  odd,"  faid  the  critics  of  that  day,  "  that  we 
fhould  adopt  the  Englifh  melancholy  on  our  ftage, 
while  the  Fi^glifti  themfelves  do  their  utmoft  to  in- 
troduce 
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to  introduce   the    French   gaiety  and    mirth    upon 
theirs." 

Mercier  enjoyed  the  efteem  of  Voltaire,  the  French 
Sophocles,  If  the  author  of  this  article  remembers 
aright,  (fcr  the  qurtation  is  from  memory)  among 
the  famiir?.!  letters  of  this  immortal  writer,  there  is 
an  epiftle  addrefled  to  Mercier,  in  which  he  approves 
highly  of  his  exertions,  and  concludes  with  one  of  the 
humcurous  pLr.fes  fo  congenial  to  him  " — Nous 
fow?ncs  tous  les  enfans  d'JpolIon,  In  dome  patris 
mei  manficnes  multae  funt.  Vous  ri'eies  pas  malloge\ 
mah  que  fait  ce  maraud  de  Freron  qui  eji  dans  la 
cave?'' 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  literary  career,  Mercier, 
about  the  year  1775)  published  his  mofb  voluminous 
work  entitled,  "  Le  Tableau  de  Parts'''  This  was 
intended  as  a  pi6lure  of  the  licentious  manners  of 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  the  profligate  dii?ipation  of 
the  nobility  of  both  fexes,  and  the  revolting  diftrefs 
to  which  all  pcrfons  were  condemned,  who  were  not 
fupported  by  a  pov/erful  protec^tion  at  court. 

M.  Mercier,  has  perhaps  exaggerated  fomething, 
owing  to  his  feelings  for  the  miferies  of  human  na- 
ture, when  ftruggling  under  the  rod  of  difpotifm. 
But  every  honeft  mind  fhuddered  at  the  many  real 
horrours  depided  in  the  Tableau. 

The  veteran  officers  of  the  royal  army,  who  had 
devoted  the  whcjle  of  their  youth  to  the  fervice  of 
their  king,  were  not  rich  enough  to  keep  a  maid  or 
employ  a  laundrefs.  On  the  contrary,  they  them- 
felve?  were  afl:ual]y  accuftomcd  to  fneak  out  under 

cover 
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cover  of  night,  in  order  to  fetch  water  from  the 
neighbouring  pumps,  and  to  carry  it  home  on  their 
own  fhoulders,  that  they  might  thus  enable  their  wives 
to  wafh  their  linen.  The  young  officers,  were  alfo 
condemned  to  lead  an  immoral  life,  in  confequence 
of  poverty  and  negle£t,  and  were  induced  by  dif- 
trefs,  either  to  become  gamefters  or  fouicneurs  *,  a 
French  name  for  no  very  honourable  profeffion. 

This  work  rendered  the  name  of  Mercier  illuf- 
trious,  throu2:hout  Europe.  It  was  confidered  as  the 
production  of  a  fenfible,  feeling,  and  virtuous  man, 
indignant  at  the  evils  and  corruptions  of  civil  fo- 
ciety;  of  a  philofopher  verfed  in  morals,  civil  lav/, 
and  political  economy.  It  proved,  however,  exceed- 
ingly difaftrous  to  him  in  his  native  country,  for 
a  decree  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  was  ifiiied  for  his 
apprehenfion,  and  he  would  have  certainly  ended 
his  life  in  the  Baflile,  had  he  not  been  lucky 
enough  to  effect  his  efcape  from  the  dominions  of 
France. 

Having  retired  to  Switzerland,  he  continued  his 
literary  purfuits  in  th^  fame  line  of  poetical,  moral, 
and  political  exertions.  It  was  there  he  publifhed 
fome  more  of  his  comedies,  and  alfo  mon  Bonnet  de 
Nuit^  in  2  vol.  8vo.  his  Pinions  Morale Sy  3  vol. 
in  8vo.  and  his  Songes  et  Vifions^  2  vol.  in  i2mo. 

The  befl,  however,  of  his  works  printed  in  that 
country,  and  which  indeed  achieved  his  reputation 
was   Uan   2446,  in   3   vol.    i2mo.     It  is   political 

»  A  kind  of  hulluu 
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i^^lion,  according  to  which  a  Frenchman  who  had 
lived  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
is  fuppofed  to  return  back  from  the  other  world, 
to  contemplate  the  ftate  of  his  native  country, 
after  a  lapfe  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years.  He 
meets  with  neither  priefts,  nor  magiftrates,  nor 
nobles,  nor  financiers ;  no  one  eftablifhment  produced 
by  avarice,  vanity,  or  oftentation  :  all  thefe  are  an- 
nihilated !  "  Je  vois  Vcrfailles,"  fays  the  author  of 
this  truly  prophetical  work,  "  Je  vois  Verfailles,  jc 
n'y  trouve  que  des  ruines.  Ou  eft  done  ce  cabinet 
qui  faifait  trembler  l'  Europe  ^'^ 

Great  attention  was  paid  to  it  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  revolution,  when  fo  many  of  the  au- 
thor's predictions  were  fully  accomplifhed.  Mer- 
cier  was  cei  tainiy  a  good  prophet,  but  his  revela- 
tions were  fulfilled  more  than  four  centuries  before 
the  time  allotted  for  their  completion. 

To  the  eternal  glory  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
ftituent  afi'cmbly  it  will  always  be  recorded,  that  no 
fooner  were  they  emancipated  from  the  influence 
of  the  court,  than  they  fignalized  their  career  by  an 
act  of  pubiick  gratitude  towards  thofe  illuftrious 
men  v.'ho  had  contributed  to  the  attainment  of  liberty 
by  the  diilemination  -of  liberal  principles  even  in 
the  worft  times  of  the  monarchy.  They  repealed 
all  laws,  edicls,  and  decrees,  for  the  exile  and  con- 
iinement  of  the  philofophers,  and  Raynal,  Linguet, 
Mercier,  &c.  were  allowed  once  more  to  repair  to 
Paris,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  that  Freedom  for  which 
they  had  endured   fo  many  perfecutions.     Mercier 

alfo 
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alio  returned  thithi^r,  and  coiitinued  his  liteiary 
purluits. 

The  firft  labours  of  M.  Mcrcler,  after  the  revo- 
lution, confifled  of  a  periodical  publication  eiicitlcd 
Les  Anyiales  Patriotiques  et  Litterairas  *,  inccndeJ 
for  the  further  propagation  ti  thofe  principics  of 
patriotifm  and  liberty,  piofeiied  in  his  prxcuing 
books.  His  fuperiour  abilities,  added  to  thefe  nev/ 
exertions,  obtained  him  an  honourable  appointment, 
that  of  deputy  from  his  native  province,  known,  ia 
the  new  French  Geography,  by  the  name  of  the 
Departement  de  Seine  et  Oife. 

He  did  not,  however,  i.ct  a  confiderable  part  in  the 
convention,  and  he  foon  afforded  a  decided  proof, 
that  the  literary  character,  is  not  always  adapted  fcra 
popular  ailembly.  His  virtue,  and  juftice,  however, 
cxpofed  him  to  the  rage  of  the  mouiitaiueers.  Jf  eing 
one  of  the  73  deputies  who  figned  tht  iarnous 
proteft  againft  the  imprifonment  of  the  Girondlits, 
he  was  arrefted,  along  with  his  unhappy  colleagues, 
and  would  certainly  have  been  fent  to  the  guillotine, 
If  Roberfpierre  had  but  lived  a  little  longer.  To  get 
rid  of  him,  the  tyrant  was  ufed  to  fay,  "  11  faut  qu3 
le  jury  de  I'opinion  publique  fe  prunohce  centre 
lui." 

The  fentlmcnts  exprefled  by  Mercier  in  the  con- 
vention, foon  after  his  deliverance,  are  worthy  of 
record :  *'  Thirteen  months  of  a  fevere  confinement,'* 

*  Carra  alTifted  him  in  conducing  this  newfpaper,  which  Was 
always  decidedly  democratick. 

M  m  faid 
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faid  he,  "  far  from  having  overcome  my  conftancy  and 
courage,  in  behalf  of  the  laws  and  of  juftice,  have 
tended  only  to  redouble  them  in  favour  of  true  liberty, 
which  I  have  fo  long  ftudied,  and  fhall  never  forfake.*' 

Mercier  after  this,  once  more  devoted  his   time 
and  labours   to  the  fervice  of  his  native  country  in 
•  his  ufual  track  of  literary  and  philofophical  efforts, 

In  January,  1795,  he  undertook  another  periodical 
work,  entitled  "  La  Tribune  des  hommes  libres,"  and 
chofe  for  his  col  league,  in  the  political  part,  the  citizen 
Defodoards,  known  in  the  literary  world  by  his 
*'  Continuation  de  Tabrege  chronologique  du  Pre- 
fident  Henaut." 

"  Vame  du  Le£leur^^  fays  Mercier  in  the  prof- 
pe6lus  of  the  work  "  fubjuguee  par  le  tableau  d'une 
fi  etonnante  revolution,  la  compare  a  ces  incroyables 
phenomenes  qui  changcrent  autrefois  la  configuration 

phyfique  du    globe    que  nous   habitons 

L'Europe,  attentive  aux  moindres  partlcularites  d'un 
mouvement  colofFal,  dont  on  ne  trouve  aucun  modele 
(dans  les  annales  du  monde,  fe  partage  entre  la  crainte 
et  Tefperance." 

The  then  fituation  of  public  affairs  proved  highly 
favourable  to  this  new  publication.  It  was  the  time 
of  the  Theremidorean  rea^^ion,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal fubjedls  of  conteft,  was  the  refloration  of  the 
freedom  of  religious  worfhip.  M.  Mercier  became 
the  chr.mpion  of  this  freedom,  and  the  fubfequent 
numbtirs  of  his  work,  contained  admirable  flri6lures 
on  the  various  religions  profefied  by  mankind. 

6  «  When 
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*^  When  we  have  been  once  in{lru6led  by  ex- 
perience," faid  he,  "  we  are  no  longer  permitted 
to  dream  Vv^ith  philofophy.  It  is  not  in  our  po'vcr 
to  create  a  nation  of  well  informed  men,  and  amorg 
the  multitude  of  citizens  there  will  always  be  founci 
a  numerous  clafs  irrevocably  condemned  to  ignorance, 
the  mother  of  all  vices  and  all  crimes.  There  i.' 
therefore  but  one  fmgle  way  to  teach  duties  to  thoi>' 
who  are  precluded  from  better  information.  Such 
were  the  principles  of   Zoroafter,  Numa,  Minos,  &c. 

Mere  Deifm  is  nothing  more  than  an  opinion: 
an  opinion  relates  to  the  underftanding  alone.  Re- 
ligion is  a  fentimenti  it  ought  to  fpeak  to  ths 
imagination  and  to  the  heart." 

It  was  a  pity  that  fuch  a  deputy  as  Mercier  ftioriM 
have  fo  little  preponderance  in  the  afiembly.  His 
colleagues  thought  at  one*  time  to  render  hirn  of 
fome  v/eight,  without  withdrawing  him  from  hh 
philofophical  and  literary  purfuits.  They  accord- 
ingly appointed  him  a  member  of  the  committer  of ' 
pablicic  inftrudlion. 

The  fad  is,  hov/ever,  that  even  in  this  cap:\rit»' 
the  part  performed    by  Mercier  was   infignificanu  i 
Although  he  evinced  as  much  aiTiduity  and-zeal  as  ^ 
any  of  his  colleagues,  he  never  took  the  trouble  {6  ' 
make  a  Tingle  fpeech  in  the  committee,  of  a  report 
in  the  convention.     He  fufFered  every  thing  to  be 
condu6ted  by  Gregoire,  Lakanal,  and,  what  is  v/orfe:, 
by  Mafiieu  and  Bariallon,  perfons  of  far  inferiour  ca- 
pacity. 

M  m  a  In 
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In  tfee  fpring  of  1795,  this  oppugner  of  monarchy 
was  fufpe^^ed  to  be  a  royal i ft,  and  he  had  indeed 
given  rife  to  fufpicions  of  this  kind  by  fome  of  his 
periodical  publications.  He  W2S  therefore  expofed 
to  the  revilings  of  the  Jacobin  journalifts,  who  fati- 
rically  obferved,  "  that  Mercier  having  been  a  re- 
publican under  the  monarchy,  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  become  royalift  under  the  republick."  He  at  that 
time  took  no  notice  v/hatever  of  this  farcafm,  but  he 
afterwards  made  fome  complaints  on  the  fubjeil  to 
one  of  his  colleagues  in  the  committee.  "  I  never 
was  a  royalift,''  faid  he, "  nor  (hall  I  ever  become  one. 
My  opinion,  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  was  al- 
ways in  favour  of  a  republican  form  of  government. 
Nothing,  however,  can  prevent  me  from  averting 
in  my  writings,  that  the  exigence  of  a  king  is  not 
utterly  inconfiltent  with  liberty  and  patrlotifm.'' 

At  the  begin/iing  of  the  year  1796,  Mercier  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  national  inftitute,  and 
after  the  revolution  of  the  iSih  Fruclidor,  he  be- 
came the  chief  conductor  of  a  journal  entitled  Le 
bicn  Informix  a  paper  rn  the  inte  eft  of  the  prefent 
government;  it  is  pregnant  with  thofe  philofophical 
fentiments  which  chara6lerife  all  the  writings  of 
the  author.  He  is  an  enthufiaftick  admirer  of 
Buonaparte,  becaufe  this  general,  fays  he,  does  much 
and  talks  little.  This  is  perhaps,  alfo,  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  own  charader." 

Mercier  is  about  fixty. years  of  age,  of  a  tall  and 
majeftick  fize,  a  ferious  countenance,  and  a  prepof- 

fefling 
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fe/^irig  look.     He  is  civil  in  converfat'ort,  But  not 
very  talkative. 

GAMBACERES. 

The  royalifts  and  ariftocrats  who  delight  in  abuf- 
ing  all  the  founders  of  the  French  republick,  are 
indignant  when  they  find  an  unexceptionable  cha- 
radler  among  their  antagonifts. 

Cambaceres  is  one  of  thofe  who  would  reficS:  ho- 
nour on  any  fpecies  of  government,  and  in  whofe 
condu6t,  whether  publick  or  private,  not  a  fingle 
blemilh  is  to  be  found  even  by  malice  itfelf. 

He  is  a  native  of  Montpelier,  fon  of  a  cOunfel- 
lor  in  the  Cours  dcs  Aides^  and  nephew  to  the  fa^ 
mous  Abbe  of  the  fame  name,  who,  after  being  a 
canon  and  archdeacon  in  the  cathedral  of  that  place, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Preduateur  du  Ruiy 
the  higheft  dignity  to  which  an  eloquent  clergyman 
in  France  could  then  afpire. 

From  his  earlieft  youth  Cambaceres  was  deftined 
for  the  bar,  and  he  became  very  fliortly  a  complete 
mafter  of  the  civil  and  canon  law.  But  hiS' 
active  mind  did  not  confine  itfelf  entirely  to  thefe 
barren  fludies.  Montefquieu  and  the  fchool  formed 
by  that  great  man  were  his  inftru6lors  and  compa- 
nicn<:,  and  he  had  already  evinced  confiderable  iai- 
tainments  in  the  fcience  of  politicks  and  legiflation 
when  he  was  appointed  a  hienfiber  of  the  National 
Convention. 

M  m  3  During 
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During  the  preponderance  of  the  Girondr^  ne> 
ther  he  nor  any  of  his  colleagues  poflefTed  any 
great  degree  of  influence  in  the  legiflature.  This 
deputy  alfo  remained  in  obfcurity  during  the  reign 
of  the  Sanfculottes^  with  whom  violence,  cruelty, 
and  injuftice  were  the  only  qualifications  of  a 
fenator. 

He  did  not  indeed  commence  his  political  career 
until  the  winter  of  1795,  but  from  that  time  no 
man  perhaps  has  been  more  remarkable  for  the  ftea- 
dinefs  of  his  principles  in  behalf  of  l.berty,  and  his 
zealous  attachment  to  a  republican  government :  he 
has  always  been  the  fcourge  of  the  Jacobins,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  never  was  a  flatterer  of  the 
royalifts. 

Being  appointed  a  member  of  the  commiflion  of 
Tv/elve,  for  framing  the  plan  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tron  of  1795,  he  acted  as  important  a  part  as  Boifly 
d'Anglas,  Lanjuinais,  and  others  of  his  colleagues, 
and  his  fpeeches  in  the  Convention  at  that  time  were 
remarkable  for  their  peculiar  wifdom  and  modera- 
tion. 

He  was  alfo  one  of  the  mofl  flrenuous  fupporters 
©f  publick  credit,  v/hen  the  aflignats  had  fallen  into 
decay;  the  fitmeft  protector  of  property  againft  hf- 
cal  opprelTion ;  and  a  decided  enemy  of  revolutionary 
meafures.  Some  of  the  laws  propofed  by  him  were, 
hov/ever,  lookeJ  upon  as  too  fyflematical  and  meta- 
phyficali  fach,  for  inilance,  was  the  plan  for  licenf- 

ing 
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ing  divorces  on  account  of  the  incampatili.'ice  a'hu^ 
jneur  *. 

It  was  general!'/  believed  in  Paiis,  du.  Ing  the 
fummer  of  1795,  that  the  firft  mea.bers  i  f  the  ex- 
ecutive diredlory  were  to  be  chofen  from  among 
thofe  who  had  been  the  auciiors  of  the  conftitudon; 
and  it  was  but  right  indeed  that  thofc  fhould  fiiper- 
intend  rhe  work  who  had  laid  its  foundanons.  But  as 
BoiiTy  d'Anglas  had  always  been  fufpecled  of  being 
a  royaiift,  and  Lanjuinais  was  fuperfliticufly  addidted 
to  the  Catholiclc  religion,  the  current  of  publick 
opinion  ran  dccldely  in  favour  of  Cam.baceres. 

A  d'abolical  intrigue  was  however  formed  to  baffle 
his  election.  The  fa£t  has  never  been  publickly 
mentioned,  in  this  country,  but  the  writer  of  the 
prefent  article  learned  i:  from  a  gentleman  of  great 
refpeclability  in  Paris,  on  whofe  authority  he  can  rely. 

It  IS  v.eil  known  to  many  that  during  the  fummer 
of  179s?  ^  regular  correfpondence  was  carried  on, 
through  the  means  of  Madame  de  Stael,  between 
fome  royal ifls  and  moderates  in  Paris,  and  the  emi- 
grants in  Switzerland.  A  few  days  before  the  elec-; 
tion  of  the  five  direclors,  it  was  mentioned  in  the 
convention,  that  certain  papers  had  been  difcovered 
relative  to  this  plot,  and  that  the  publick  welfare 
required  that  they  fhould  be  read  In  a  general  com- 
mittee. This  motion  was  fupported  by  the  party 
in  the  fecret,  and  on  exhibitirg  them,  it  was  found 
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that  Cambacer^s  Was  mentioned  "  as  an  accomplifk- 
ed  man,  incapable  cf  hurting  the  royal  party." — 
This  alone  was  fufficient  to  deter  the  legiflature 
from  appointing  him  a  diredlor  ;  but  it  has  been 
fince  difcoveied,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  was  forged,  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of 
cafi-ing  an  odium  on  a  virtuous  man. 

Cambaceres,  in  the  month  of  March  1796,  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  national  inftitute,  and  he 
proved  very  Toon  that  his  extenfive  mind  could  em- 
brace literary  as  well  as  political  tranfadlions.  The 
reflections  he  delivered  in  his  fpeech  at  the  firft  fit- 
ting of  that  celebrated  fociety,  in  rcfpe£t  to  the  claf- 
fification  of  the  feveral  branches  of  fcience,  and  the 
order  of  the  correfpondence,  were  replete  with  good 
fenfe,  and  adopted  accordingly. 

Cambaceres  is  a  modeft,  unafTuming  man ;  his 
drefs  is  very  plain,  and  perhaps  a  little  too  much 
negle6ted;  he  loves  meditation,  and  deli^^ts  in  foli- 
taiy  walks;  is  about  forty-five  years  old,  of  a  middle 
fize,  and  a  thin,  pale,  countenance. 

LAKANAL. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  determined  republicans 
in  France. 

He  is  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  in  the  ci-devant 
province  cf  Foix,  ana  was  formerly  a  prieft.  His 
principles,  decidedly  democratical,  induced  the  elec- 
toral afTcmbly  of  his  native  country,  now  known 
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by  the  naTie  of   le  Departemerit  de   rJrriege^   to 
appoint  him  a  deputy  to  the  National  Convention. 

Lalcanal  is  faid  to  have  commenced  his  political 
career  with  a  pamphlet  publiihed  in  Paris,  in  the 
month  of  January  1793,  fome  days  previoufly  to  the 
trial  of  the  king,  bearing  the  title  cf  Effai  fur  la 
Conjuration  de  la  Maijon  Capetienne  contre  la  Li- 
hsrte  Publique.  The  motto  was  taken  from  a  tra- 
gedy of  Seneca — Fi£l'ima  J) and  nlla  ampilor  potejl^ 
magijque  opi'ma  niaSfari  quam  Rex, 

On  that  awful  day  which  v/as  to  decide  the  fate 
©f  Louis,  while-feme  deputies  declared  for  exile,  fome 
for  confinement,  and  others  for  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
Lalcanal,  when  he  was  to  give  his  vote,  ftarted  from 
his  feat,  and  fhaking  his  hat  very  violently,  delivered 
crJy  thefe  fev/  memorable  words — Les  rtpublicains 
parlent  pen  :  Alort  I  This  fad.  is  recorded  in  the 
Proas  Verbal^  and  alfo  in  the  Alsniteur, 

It  was  kri-^  before  Lakanal  a6led  any  confpicuous 
part  in  the  convention.  In  the  month  of  Augufc 
I793>  during  the  prefidence  of  Robefpierre  and 
Billaud  Varenne  (that  is  to  fay,  in  the  greateft  heat 
c^  fanfcuUotiffne)  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  of  the  legiflative  body,  jointly  with  Amar, 
Leonard  Bourdon,  Duhem,  Garnier,  &c.  On  the 
death  of  F;.bre  d'Eglantine,  which  occurred  in  the 
fucceeding  year,  he  was  nominated  a  member  of  the 
firft  fedlion  of  the  committee  then  employed  on  the 
important  object  of  publick  inftruction,  the  orga- 
nization of  fchooiS,  and  the  publication  of  elemen- 
tary books. 

From 
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From  that  moment  the  exertions  of  Lakanal  were 
folely  direded  to  the  benefit  and  glory  of  his  native 
country.  In  his  zeal  originated  the  noble  plan  of 
(I'Ecole  Normale)  the  Normal  School,  to  which 
fixteen  of  the  greateft  literary  charadlers  in  France 
were  attached  as  profeffors,  and  all  the  learned 
men  in  the  departments  were  to  be  fent  thither  as 
fludents,  in  order  that  one  general  mode  of  inftruc- 
tion  might  prevail  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  republick. 

Lakanal  had  of  courfe  the  honour  to  be  e'e£led 
a  faperintendent,  together  v/ith  his  colleague  Mr. 
de  I'Eyre,  and  on  the  day  of  inauguration  deli- 
vered .a-  fpeech  to  the  profefTors  and  ftudents  which 
refie6led  the  greateft  honour  on  his  abilities  and 
patriotifm. 

Having  juft  mentioned  M.  de  I'Eyre,  and  being 
unable  to  affign  a  feparate  article  to  this  refpedlable 
charader,  I  fhall  here  obferve,  by  the  bye,  that  he 
v.^s  a  philofopher  of  the  old  fchool,  above  fixty  years 
of  age ;  in  fhort,  a  ftar  in  the  galaxy  of  the  French 
philofophers  of  the  lall  generation.  He  was  an 
Abbe,  fellow  of  the  French  Academy,  and  fo  early  as 
the  year  1754  he  had  publifhed  the  Analyfis  of  Lord 
Bacon's  works.  He  was  alfo  an  Encyclopedift,  and 
the  author  of  the  article  Fanatifine^  which,  according 
to  a  religious  French  journalift,  Hoit  a[jcz  fana- 
iique. 

He  had  likewife  written  an  elTay  Sur  la  Vie  de 
M,  Thomas^  and  having  been  appointed,  jointly  with 

Condiliac, 
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Condillac,  In{lru61:or  to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Parma,  > 
this  circumftance  gave  occafiori  to  Voltaire  to  re- 
mark, in  one  of  his  letters  to  D'Alembert,  "  que  la 
philoiQphie  i*  tott.  montree  en  Itaile^  mais  la  congre^ 
gation  de  l"* Index  I'avjit  profcrite,'*  The  Abbe  de 
I'Eyre  was  laflly  a  G.-p.aty  to  the  Convention,  and 
fat  in  the  council  of  Klden  du-'ing  the  fubf^quent 
legiflature ;  he  is  fmce  dead,  having  breathed  his  laft 
in  1797. 

Immediately  after  the  e{lablifbm''.r.f-  of  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Paris,  the  central  fchool?  in  the  de- 
partments vi^ere  to  be  organized.  Lakanal  wis  the 
zealous  advocate  of  thefe  mimificent  eftabliftiments 
in  the  committee  of  publick  inilrucSlion,  and  after- 
wards the  reporter  of  the  labours  of  the  committee 
in  the  Convention. 

By  a  decree  of  the  7th  Ventofe,  in  the  third  year, 
thefe  fchools  were  affixed  to  each  department,  and 
Lakanal  was  fent  on  miilion  to  a  conliderable  num- 
ber of  them,  on  purpofe  to  carry  the  project  into 
execution.  He  accordingly  fet  out  from  Paris  in 
the  month  of  April  1795,  and  difplayed  much  laud- 
able activity  on  the  occafion.  The  fchools,  how- 
ever, were  not  brought  into  adion^  for  it  was  found 
that  fome  material  alterations  ought  to  rake  place 
in  refpedl:  to  the  diftribution  of  the  chairs,  and  alfo 
in  the  honorarium  of  the  profc£fors.  The  allowances 
of  thefe  latter  were  fixed  at  3000  livres  in  the  fmall 
coinmaiies,  at  4000  in  greater  towns,  and  at  5000 
in  the  large  cities.  The  gradual  and  rapid  decay  of 
the  affignats  foon  baiHed  this  fcheme,  and  the  French 

govern- 
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government    referved   the  final  cempletlon  of  this 
grand  proje£l  for  a  period  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 

Lakanal  foon  after  employed  his  zeal  more  fuccefs- 
fiilly,  by  eftablifhing  a  fchool  for  the  Oriental  lan- 
guages in  thcnational  library;  anteriour  to  the  revo- 
lution, they  had  been  taught  in  the  college  de  France, 
He  made  his  report  to  the  national  convention  on  the 
lOth.  Germinal,  and  after  having  animadverted  on 
the  necelTity  of  encouraging  thefe  ftudies,  in  order  to 
improve  the  agents  of  foreign  diplomacy,  and  to  en- 
able the  French  confuls  to  zSt  eflicacioufly  for  the 
interefts  of  the  republick,  he  exhibited  a  geographi- 
cal chart  of  all  the  Oriental  languages,  entered  into 
a  variety  of  qurious  particulars  refpe£ling  them, 
pointed  out  the  moft  interefting  dialects,  and  con- 
cluded v/ith  obferving,  that  though  feme  of  thefe 
were  formerly  taught  in  the  college  de  France^  they 
were  not  attended  with  fuccefs,  owing  to  a  variety 
of  reafons,  befides  the  inconvenience  of  the  place. 

"  The  manufcripts  and  the  printed  books  in  the 
Oriental  languages,"  faid  he,  "  were  extremely  fcarce 
and  dear,  and  both  the  profeflbrs  and  fludents  were 
deprived  of  the  proper  means  of  labouring  with  any 
profpe6l  of  fuccefs:  The  national  library  alone  can 
afford  the  necellary  clernents  to  this  interefting  efta- 
blifbment." 

It  was  accordingly  fo  decreed  by  the  national  con- 
vention, and  the  chairs  of  the  vu  uar  Arab,  Tartar, 
Turkifii,  Perfian,  and  Maliy  languages  were  foon 
filled  with  able  profellbrs. 

A  vi'?- 
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A  violent  {lorrn  impended  over  the  bead  of  this 
deputy,  ^uring  the  fummer  of  1795.  He  had  been 
defcribed,  by  the  royal ift  fa^Stieii,  as  an  athe'fl,  mere- 
ly becauie  he  had  been  a  mountaineer.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly expofed  to  the  bittereft  revilings,  and  in- 
ve6llves,  and  was  actually  compelled  to  write  his 
apology,  and  publifh  it  In  printed  bills  on  the  walls 
and  avenues  of  the  Palais-Royal  and  the  chief  build- 
ings In  Paris. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  always  deferved  well  of 
his  country,  that  he  had  not  acquired  a  fingle  livre 
by  the  revolution,  and  that  his  only  crime  was  the 
having  profefled  republ'can  principles,  and  voted  for 
the  death  of  «  Le  Tyran  de  fa  patrle'^.''  Had  the 
infurgent  feflions  acquired  an  afcendency,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  Lakanal  would  have  been  the  firH' 
viclim. 

This  deputy  was  one  of  the  two  thirds  who  remain- 
ed in  the  legiflative  body  at  the  period  of  the  new 
elections;  he  accordingly  retained  his  feat  in  the 
council  of  five  hundred. 

In  the  fitting  vi  the  14th  Brumaire^  4th  year,  be 
delivered  a  report  on  the  elementary  books  prefented 
by  feveral  learned  men  for  the  firft  branch  of  educa- 
tion, in  the  primary  fchools.  This  report  was  foon 
printed,  jointly  v/ith  the -notice  of  the  books,  and  a  con- 
cife  encyclopedick  map  of  all  the  clafles  and  fe<5tions 
of  in{Vru6lion.  It  is  certainly  an  able  compofition, 
on  account  of  the    found  judgment   and  extenfivc 

*  Tlie  tyrant  of  his  countjy. 
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views  It  difplays,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  confidercd  as 
a  great  misfortune  that  it  has  not  yet  been  tranilated 
into  Englifh. 

It  is  necefiary,  however,  to  ftatc,  that  Lakanal, 
notwlthftanding  his  great  celebrity  abroad,  does  not 
enjoy  in  Paris  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  general 
knowledge.  His  detradlors  affert,  that  his  capacity 
is  mean,  and  that  he  makes  up  in  ztal  and  ac- 
tivity, what  he  wants  in  talents.  They  ad  J,  that 
for  his  {cientifick  fpeeches  and  reports  he  is  indebted 
to  the  labours  of  the  literary  men  who  compofe  the 
jury  of  public  inllruclion,  under  the  infpedlion  of  the 
committee,  and  that  he  had  merely  the  trouble  to  get 
the  particulars  by  heart.  But  thefe  are  vague  ac- 
cufations,  which  favour  more  of  envy  than  truth. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  he  was  never 
fuccefsful  in  thofe  motions  and  fpeeches  delivered 
before  the  legillatlve  body,  which  v/ere  not  the  re- 
fult  of  lono;  and  fedate  meditation.  Soon  after  the 
revolution  of  the  13th  Vendemiaire^  which  put  an 
end  to  the  perplexity  of  the  republicans,  he  made  a 
difcourfc  in  the  convention,  tending  to  deftroy  all 
the  latent  feeds  of  royal ifm  and  ariftocracy,  to  banifh 
all  fufpecled  perfons,  to  permit  all  thofe  difTatisfied 
with  the  republican  government  to  emigrate  and  re- 
alife  their  eftates ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  feditious 
meetings  in  future,  be  prcpofed  that  the  Palais^ 
Royal  fhould  be  dcmolifhed,  as  it  had  always  been 
the  focus  of  every  plot  and  infurre61:ion.  The  con- 
vention was  infenfible  to  thefe  propofitlons.  iMany 
of  the  members  were  ihocked  at  the  idea  of  deltro}^- 
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ing  the  beautiful  and  majeflick  building  of  the 
Palais-Rojai\  and  Lalcanal  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  his  colleagues  call  fo-r  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  fliort  time  after  this,  he  moved,  that  all  the 
young  men  In  Paris  fhould  be  fcnt  to  the  army  in 
virtue  of  the  new  rcquifition,  and  while  fpeaking  on 
the  fubjecl,  he  treated  them  v.  ith  great  contempt, 
and  termed  them  poUJfoni  ??uferahles  *.  On  tliis  oc- 
cafion  aifo,  he  received  but  little  encouragement. 

The  writer  of  the  prefent  article  can  teftify,  that 
M."  Lakanal  poffeffes  no  talents  for  eloquence.  In 
the  m.onth  of  April  1795,  he  was  one  night  at  the 
committee  of  publick  inftrufiion,  and  happened  to 
hear  him  deliver  a  fpeech  to  his  colleagues  on 
the  celebration  of  Decadis.     On  that  occafiorij  he 

not  only  remarked  in  the  orator  a  deficiency  of 
method,   energy,    and    language,    but,    as   far   as   a 

foreigner  can  judge,  he  did  not  even  polTefs  that 
degree  of  perfpicuity  fo  congenial  to  the  French 
]ano;ua2;e. 

Lakanal  Is  a  man  about  forty,  of  the  middle  fize, 
long  face,  and  dark  complexion.  He  is  pitted  with 
the  fmall  pox.  No  charge  has  ever  been  brought 
againft  him  on  the  fcore  of  ambition  or  peculation. 
He  has,  however,  been  often  reviled  on  account  of 
a  fuppofed  deficiency  in  refpe6t  to  religious  princi- 
ples. The  v/riter  o^ La  ^jiothUen-ne^  alluding  to  the 
comimemoration  of  the  King's  execution,  on  the  21ft 
of  January  1797,  in  the  cathedral  of  Paris,  at  which 

*  Defpicable  wretches. 

N  n  2  all 
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all  the  conftituted  authox^-itics  v/ere  prefent,  fald — 
L^Eglip  de  notre  Dame  a  etc  le  lieu  de  la  fete  des 
Camiibales,  Le  hon  Dicm  n'y  etcit  pas  alors :  tnais 
le  grand'prctre  Sicycs  a  officii  pontificalement^affifie 
de  fes  grands-vicah'cs^  le  prctre  Lakanal  et  fex- 
capucin  Gumoyard, 

Notwitiiitanding  thefe  farcafms,  which  add  to 
the  merriment  of  the  day,  and  ceafe  with  the  laugh 
to  Wiiich  they  give  birth,  Lakanal  will  always  be 
refpedted  on  account  of  his  learning,  quoted  on  ac* 
count  of  his  zeal,  and  if  his  native  country  is  deftined 
to  continue  a  commonwealth,  his  name  will  perhaps 
defcend  with  praif^;  to  poftcrity,  oh  account  of  his 
republican  energy. 

ME  BEE, 

Was/ormerly  a  nobleman,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  le  Chevalier  dc  Latouche.  ^ 

Previoudy  to  the  revolution  he  travelled  through 
a  confiderable  part  of  Europe,  lived  a  great  many 
years  in  Poland,  and  was  an  eye-witnefb  to  the  fa- 
mous revolution  that  occurred  there  in  May  1791  i  in 
confequence  of  fubfcquent  events  this  proved  fatal 
to  the  independence  of  that  once  mighty  and  gallant 
ration. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year,  Mehee 
returned  to  his  native  country,  where  he  foon  gave 
a  fpecimen  of  the  information  obtained  by  him  during 
his  travels,  by  a  work  entitled,  V Hijhire  de  la 
pretendue  R<ivolution  de  Pologne, 

This 
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This  was  well  received,  being  the  firfl  attempt 
towards  a  proper  idea  of  the  important  object  alluded 
to  in  the  title. 

All  the  intelligence  from  Warfliw  detailed  cither 
in  the  French  or  Englifh  papers,  reprefented  the  re- 
volution as  a  mafler  piece  of  refined  policy;  but 
foms  well-informed  people  refufed  to  give  credit  to 
fuch  exaggerated  encomiums,  and  ilirewdiy  fufpedled 
the  intrigues  of  the  cabinet  of  Warfaw.  It  was  rc- 
ferved  for  this  author  to  conilder  the  event  in  its  true 
point  of  view,  for  he  exhibited  the  real  difpofition  cf 
thePolifti  people;  he  revealed  the  fecret  pra(5tlces  of 
the  court,  and  he  difcovered  the  hand  that  directed 
the  operations  of  the  Diet  cf  Warfaw. 

The  talents  and  patriotifm  of  Mehee,  added  to 
the  fame  fo  recently  acquired  by  hirn  as  a  judicious- 
writer,  called  aloud  for  fome  confiderable  employ- 
ment in  the  new  order  of  things.  Unfortunately, 
he  was  appointed  along  with  Tallien,  as  joint  fecre- 
tary  to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  fome  months 
after  thought  himfelf  obliged  by  virtue  of  his  employ- 
ment, and  by  the  orders  cf  his  fuper lours,  to  coun- 
tenance in  fome  ili.all  degree,  the  aflafnnations  0/  the 
2d  and  3d  of  September.  This  of  courfe  has  fub- 
iecled  him  to  the  philippicks  of  the  ariftocracy,  and ' 
the  marked  cenfures  of  all  honeft  men, 

Mehee  continued  in  the  municipality  of  Pails  du- 
ring the  fubfequent  reign  of  torrour,  and,  like  a  great 
many  others,  became  a  Dantonift^  being  an  admirer- 
of  the  excenii'lck  g.^iius  of  that  extraordinary  man. 
After  the  d.-ath  ofjhis  pclitical  chieftain,  this  was 
N  n  3  conhdered 
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confidered  as  an  Inexpiable  crime  in  the  eyes  of  Ro- 
befpierrf*.  Orders  were  accordingly  Iflued  for  the 
arreft  of  Mehee,  and  he  would  have  certainly  been 
fent  to  the  fatal  guillotine,  or  v/aited  in  confinement 
for  the  9th  Thermldor^  if  he  had  not  been  able  to 
effecSl  his  efcape. 

It  was  generally  Imagined,  that  he  was  indebted 
for  the  timely  intelligence  of  his  danger,  to  the  zeal 
of  his  old  friend  Billaud,  a  colleague  of  the  Dema- 
gogue in  the  committee  of  public  fafety. 

Mehee  left  Paris  difguifed  as  a  waggoner,  by  avail- 
ing himfelf,  on  this  occafion,  of  a  civick  card  bor- 
rowed from  one  of  his  friends,  to  whom  he  foon  after 
returned  it,  enclofed  In  a  letter. 

He  remained  in  obfcurity,  in  a  fmall  provincial 
town,  not  only  during  the  remainder  of  the  dictator's 
reign,  but  llkewife  during  the  flrft  efforts  of  the 
Thermidorean  reaction.  At  length  he  repaired  to 
Paris  in  1795,  and  applied  to  Tallien,  Louvet,  &c, 
to  obtain  employment. 

His  friends  were  fenfible  of  thejuftlce  of  his  claims, 
and  even  deemed  it  highly  important  for  the  interefts 
of  the  republick,  that  a  man  of  his  abilities  fhould  be 
readmitted  Into  the  bofom  of  their  party.  The  pub- 
lick  indignation  had  already  attained  its  grand  object 
—to  crufh  terrorljm  or  jacoblnifm.  But  it  was 
feared,  left  it  fhould  go  a  little  beyond  the  mark,  and 
excite  the  love  of  royalty.  To  preferve  the  jufl 
medium  between  thefe,  the  committees  of  govern- 
ment refolved  that  two  or  three  journalifts  fhould  be 
fubfidifed,  with  a  view  of  infafmg  into  the  minds  of 

the 
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the  French  the  true  fpirit  of  the  new  conftltution. — 
It  was  with  this  intention  that  Louvet  v/as  directed  to 
refume  his  Sentinelle^  and  Mehee,  and  Real  (another 
zealot  of  republicanifm,  and  formerly  an  advocate  in 
the  parliament  of  Paris)  were  charged  with  the  di- 
rection of  Le  yournal  des  Patriate s  de  1789. 

During  the  fummer  of  1795,  this  paper  was  in 
great  repute.  It  was  the  fcourge  of  the  royalifts, 
the  ariftocrats,  the  fufpe6led  reprefentatives,  and  all 
the  journalifts  who  profefTed  anti-republican  opi- 
nions. 

It  was,  however,  at  the  fame  time  greatly  cen- 
fured  on  account  of  the  farcafms  with  which  it 
abounded.  M.  la  Harpe,  whofe  name  is  another  word 
for  academical  glory,  openly  profefTed  royaltfm  and  ca- 
tholtcifm-y  he  was  actually  feen  every  Sunday  at mafs  ! 
Mehee,  fhocked  at  fo  notorious  an  apoftacy  from  his 
former  opinions,  called  him  le  Pere  HUarion  la 
Harpe^  which  phrafe  foon  became  an  epithet  of 
derifion  in  refpect  to  the  Neftor  of  French  literature. 

When  iVl.  Gregoire*,  the  moft  refpeclable  man 
among  the  clergy  of  France,  ifTued  a  paftoral 
letter,  enjoining  the  celibacy  of  priefls,  M.  ivlehee 
publiflied  an  epiftle,  under  the  name  of  Gratiolet^  3. 
fuppofcd  married  clergyman,  beginning  thus: 
y'aime  mieux  pajjer  fnes  jours  dans  lei  bras  d'une 
epoufe  legitime^  que  d'etre  un  pretre  concubinaire 
CGinme  Monfeigneur  L'eveque  de  Bloisf.     It  is  but 

*  Conftitutional  Bifhop  of  Blois. 

f  I  love  better  to  fpend  my  days  in  the  arms  of  a  legitimate  wife, 
tlwn  to  liv€  in  aniublru'^c  like  the  Bilhop  of  Blois, 

iittle 
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ittle  wonder  If  a  fevere  retaliation  took  place  on  the 
part  of  the  arlflccratical  journalifts;  they  according]/ 
lavlfhcd  on  him,  among  other  fimilar  epithets,  the 
title  of  Meheey  le  patriote  exclufif  cle  ide  et  yne 
Septembre» 

By  the  mere  exertion  of  his  natural  abilities, 
IVTehee,  who  had  already  diftinguifhed  hirnfelf  as  a 
man  of  letters,  proved  hirnfelf  alfo  capable  of  being 
a  good  foldier.  On  the  memorable  13th  Vender 
miaire^  while  Freron,  Buonaparte,  Barras,  &c.  headed 
the  regular  troops  of  the  republick  againft  the  rebel- 
lious fe(3:ions,  Mehee  took  the  command  of  the  Pa- 
rifian  patriots  in  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  and 
ac^ed  with  fo  much  zeal,  fagacity,  and  intrepidity,  on 
this  occafion,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  military 
men  in  France,  the  volunteers  under  his  command 
fell  little  fhort,  in  point  of  bravery,  of  the  veteran 
foldiers.  The  committee  of  general  fecurity,  in 
order  to  afFord  a  proof  of  its  fatisfaclion,  prefented 
him  with  a  beautiful  fabre  of  moll:  exquifite  work- 
manfnip. 

This  event  occurred  at  the  period  of  the  new  elec- 
tions, and  both  Real  and  Mehee  were  at  that  time 
likely  to  be  appointed  deputies  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  eithe/  ''iy  Paris  or  the  departments. 
T  hey  were,  however,  excluded  by  a  decree  of  the 
AiTembly,  prohibicing  any  of  the  journalills  from 
being  members  of  the  new  legiflature.  Their 
fer vices  vrere  rewarded  in  another  v/iv:  Real 
was  created  hiflcricgrapher  cf  the  Frencii  repub- 
lick, and  Mejiee  under  fecretary  {chef  de  bureau) 

of 
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of  war,  with  appointments  to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
thoufand  French  livres. 

While  adding  in  this  capacity  (in  Dec.  1795)  the 
latter  was  fent  on  a  fecret  miflion  to  Belgium. — ■ 
The  motive  of  this  mifHon  has  never  tranfpired ; 
but  it  was  confidently  reported  that  its  fecret  object 
was  to  afcertain  the  intentions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  who,  being  intoxicated 
with  the  recent  vicStorles  of  Marflial  de  Clairfait, 
were  contriving  plots  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
arms  of  their  former  maflers. 

Truth  requires  us  ro  ftate  that  Mehee  was  about 
this  time  charged  with  peculations  to  an  enormous 
amount.  But  this  accufation  v/as  not  only  devoid 
of  proof,  but  i:  was  utterly  improbable;  for  at  his 
return  to  Paris,  he  was  (cQn  in  the  fame  fcber  track 
he  had  purfued  previoufly  to  his  miffion.  It  is,  how- 
ever, woithy  of  remark,  that  he  never  refumed  his 
employment  in  the  office  of  fecretary  at  war. 

Thefe  frequent  difappointments,  perhaps,  induced 
Mehee  to  participate  in  the  demccratical  confpiracy 
attributed  to  Drouetj  and  certainly,  from  his  abili- 
ties and  activity,  he  mull:  be  confidered,  next  to 
Buonarroti,  as  the  beft  qualified  perfcn  for  carrying 
it  into  execution.  He  was,  however,  more  fhrewd 
than  that  Italian;  for  he  kept  himfeif  fo  well  con- 
cealed behind  the  curtain,  that  notwithftanding  the 
moft  rigorous  inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  Directory, 
and  the  confinement  of  the  chiefs,  it  was  not  before 
the  end  of  three  months  that  his  guilt  was  detecled. 
Orders  were  then  ilTued  for  feizing  him;  but  he  was 

once 
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once  more  fortunate  enough  to  efFecl  his  efcape  from 
Paris. 

He  remained  in  his  concealment,  like  Marius  cf 
old,  in  the  marfhes  of  Minturnus,  from  July  1796, 
to  September  1798.  Having  form^j^v  availed  himi- 
felf  of  the  ari floor atical  jubilee  of  the  9th  Thermidor^ 
to  efcape  from  the  vengeance  of  the  terrorifts,  he 
now  took  advantage  of  the  jacobin  jubilee  of  the 
1 8th  FruSfidor^  to  fave  himfelf  from  the  moderates. 
After  this  he  once  more  became  a  man  of  importance 
in  the  Republickj  and  no  fooner  was  Angereau  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  to  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
than  he  was  made  fecretary»general,  a  place  of  high 
honour  and  great  emoluments. 

We  do  not  knov/  what  has  become  of  him  fince 
the  army  of  the  Rhine  was  fuppreiled  by  an  arrits 
of  the  Directory,  and  Angereau  fent  to  Perpignan 
to  take  the  comm.and  of  the  new  army  of  the  Py- 
renees, deftined,  as  was  thought,  to  march  againd: 
Portugal. 

Mehee  is  about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  and  one  of 
the  handlbmeft  men  in  Paris.  He  is  rather  more 
than  fix  feet  high,  well  proportioned,  has  a  round 
face,  fair  hair,  and  a  fmiling  and  prepofleffing  coun- 
tenance. From  what  we  have  faid  of  him,  it  is  eafy 
to  gucfs  that  he  is  a  well-informed,  fleady  republican, 
and  a  refolute  and  active  patriot,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  man  of  immoderate  ambition,  and  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  dangerous  chara6ter. 

Juft  as  Mehee  was  difmifled  from  the  War-office, 
and  confequently  not  on  good  terms  with  the  Direc- 
tory, 


ROMME.  419 

tory,  the  feafr  of  the  i-iationalviSiorics  wus  celebrated 
in  the  Cha?np  de  Mctrs.  Carnct  fuperintended  the 
ceremony,  and,  by  his  direction,  triumphal  arches 
were  ere6led,  with  the  following  haughty  infcrip- 
tion: — ^'  Orgueilleux  !  vous  courberez  1a 
TETE."  A  fmart  epigram,  in  allufion  to  the  above, 
foon  appeared  againil  Carnot,  and  Mehee  v/as  fuf- 
pecled  to  be  the  author  of  it. 

Some  days  after,  M.  Carnot's  lady  was  brought 
to  bed.  This  aflbrded  an  opportunity  to  the  witty 
author  of  the  journal,  Le  Mejfager  du  Soir^  to  make 
merry  at  the  expence  of  both.  La  C'ltoyenne  Di- 
reSirice  Carnot  (faid  he)  ejl  accouchee  d^un  joli  petit 
Dire^eiir,  Allons^  Meh'^e  !  voila  pour  le  Decemvir^ 
qui  ne  vous  paye  plus,  le  fujet  d'une  epigramme  aujji 
piquante,  pour  le  ?noins,  que  celui  de  la  fete  des  vie* 
toires  natiojiales*. 


ROMME. 

Gilbert  Romme  was  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  ia 
the  province  of  the  ci-deva?7t  Auvergne,  a  man  of 
letters  himfelf,  and  nephew  to  the  famous  Charles 
Romme,  coirefpondent  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  profefTor  of  hydo^raphy  in  the  port  of  Rochfort, 
who,  fome  years  before  the  revolution,  publifhed  the 


*  The  Citizen  Dire£trefs  Carnot  is  juft  delivered  of  a  handfome 
little  Diredlor.  Ah,  Mehee  !  this  will  he  the  fubje<Sl  of  as  bitter  an 
epigram  againft  the  Decemvir  w!io  no  longer  pays  you,  as  that  fur- 
nished by  the  feftival  of  national  victories. 

valuable 
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valuable  work,  entitled  "  Dicllonnaire  de  la  Marine 
Fian^aifc." 

Gilbert  Romme  was  indebted  to  his  abilities  and 
patriotifm  for  his  appointment  as  deputy  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  for  the  department  of  Puy  de 
Drhne^  which  includes  the  place  of  his  birth. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  he  was  perhaps  the 
only  mountaineer  of  fome  weight  in  the  legiflature, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Girondifts;  for  we  find  that 
in  April  1793,  when  Delmas  and  Lafource  were 
prefidents,  he  was  appointed  fecretary  to  the  Conven- 
tion, along  with  Lareveilliere  Lepeaux,  Gatran,  and 
Doulcet. 

At  the  downfal  of  the  G'lronde^  he  afted  a  more 
important  part,  and  after  the  month  of  Frimaire^  fe- 
fecond  year,  he  himfeif,  more  than  once,  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  chair  of  the  legiflative  body. 

His  literary  abilities  procured  his  appointment  to 
the  committee  of  publick  inftruc^ion.  It  was  ftrongly 
reported  that  he  aflifted  Fabre  d' Eglantine  in  the 
conflruftion  of  the  new  calendar,  and  that  it  was  he 
who  fug9;e{led  the  idea  of  marking  every  day  of  the 
year  with  the  name  of  a  plant,  and  every  quintidi . 
with  that  of  an  animal.  Ti.is  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  the  wits  of  Paris  to  remark,  that  the  repub- 
licans had  made  great  ftrides  tov/ards  civiliHition  by 
fubftitucing  oxen,  afies,  and  hogs,  for  St.  Jerome,  St. 
Ambrofe,  and  St.  Auguftin  ! 

Romme  like  wife  aflifted  in  forwarding  Condorcet's 
plan  for  ;  ubiick  inftru6lion  throughout  the  Vv-holc 
extent  of  the  commonwealth.     It  was  thought  that 

all 
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all  the  ideas  relative  to  the  agricultural  part  of 
this  immenfe  and  beneficent  fcheme  appertained  to 
Romme.  He  acquired,  however,  a  ftill  higher  repu- 
tation by  his  Annuaire  du  Cultivateur^  v/hich  he 
laid  before  the  legillature,  In  the  fitting  of  the  30th 
Pluviofe^  fecond  year.  "  I  prefent/'  faid  he,  *"  to 
the  Convention  a  work,  in  which  every  thing  has  a 
relation  to  the  firil  of  arts — Husbandryj  and  I 
defire  you,  In  the  name  of  the  committee  of  publicic 
inflrudion,  to  include  this  book  among  the  ele- 
mentary tra<^s  deCgned  for  the  fchools  of  the  re- 
public." 

Romrae  was  unconcerned  at  the  fall  of  Robefpierre, 
to  whom  he  was  never  perfonally  attached.  But  he 
did  not  behold  with  the  fame  indifference  the  return- 
ing fpirit  of  royalty  and  ariflocracy,  that  fucceeded 
the  death  of  that  demagogue.  He  regretted  that 
the  republick  Ihould  be  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers; 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fhould  be  per- 
fecuted  and  vilified  by  their  own  colleagues;, and  that 
the  name  of  a  patriot  fhould  have  nearly  become 
fynonimous  to  that  of  an  affaflln  and  4  drinker  of 
human  blood. 

It  is  alfo  but  jufilce  to  obferve,  that  he  behaved 
with  the  greatefl  -prudence  and  moderation  in  his 
publick 'capacity,  during  the  fummer  of  1794  and  the 
winter  of  1795.  It  is,  therefore,  a  pity  that  he 
fhould  have  been  involved  in  the  confpiracy  of  the 
I  ft  Prairial^  which  coft  him  his  life. 

It  has  been  fo  often  neceflary  to  recur  to  this  event, 
and  fo  ciofely  is  It  connected  with  the  herolck  death 

O  G  Cf 
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of  the  deputy  Romme,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
mention  a  few  of  the  particulars  here.  The  writer 
of  this  article  can  relate  them  with  exa6lnefs;  for  he 
was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  whole  cataftrophe. 

Ever  fmce  the  i2th  Germinal^  third  year,  when 
{o  many  deputies  of  Robefpierre's  party  were  pro- 
fcribed,  a  ftrong  ferment  had  prevailed  in  Paris,  more 
efpecially  in  the  fuburbs,  where  Cambon,  Roffignol, 
and  other  mountaineers,  had  fought  for  and  found  an 
afylum.  It  is  highly  probable  that  thefe  were  the 
inftigators  and  the  contrivers  of  the  infurre(S^ion : 
but  whether  that  be  the  cafe  or  not,  the  poor  inha- 
bitants were  daily  oppreiled  and  infulted  by  the  Pa- 
rifian  nmfcadins^  and  the  people  at  large  were  in  a 
frate  of  diftrefs,  little  fhort  o^/tarvation. 

At  length,  on  the  ifl  Pr atrial  3d  year,  (19th  May 
1795)  the  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  having  taken 
(bme  cannon  from  the  arfenal,  and  armed  themfelves 
with  guns  and  fabres,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty 
thoufand,  marched  againft  the  Convention,  each  of 
them  wearing  in  his  hat  a  bit  of  paper,  with  tlie  in- 
fcription — Du  pain  et  la  conjlitution  de  1793*. 

The  murder  of  the  reprefentative  Ferrand,  in  the 
hall  of  the  Convention,  the  uncommon  firmnefs  of 
the  Prefident  BoifTy  d'Anglas,  the  feditious  meeting 
€f  the  municipality  in  the  Tov/n-hall,  the  civil  war, 
the  vi<Slory  of  the  legislature  over  the  rebels,  and 
the  other  confequences  of  this  dreadful  infurred^ion, 
ftand  not  in  neeJ  cf  peculiar  no'oce  in  this  place. — 

*  *'  Bread  and  the  conftitutlon  of  1793  !  " 

Romme, 
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Romme,  however,  and  many  other  jacobin  repre- 
fentatives  (the  lafl  remnant  of  the  Mountain)  were 
accufed  of  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  Cambon, 
who  had  hid  himfelf  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Jnioine^ 
and  alfo  with  conniving  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
rebels.  It  was  univerfally  reported  in  Paris  (for 
the  writer  was  not  m  the  hall  of  the  Convention  at 
that  time)  that  they  had  never  feconded  the  motions 
of  the  majority  of  their  colleagues,  and  that  they  had 
whifpered  to  fuch  of  the  deputies  as  were  next  to 
them, — LaiJJe-z  les  faire — "  Let  the  people  alone." 

It  is  peculiar  to  the  French  revolution,  that  the 
moft  awful  events  have  been  conducted  v/ith  a  rapi- 
dity beyond  the  poffibility  of  calculation.  No  one 
of  them,  however,  v/as  ever  accompanied  with  fuch 
celerity  in  point  of  oppofition  as  that  experienced  by 
the  rebellious  feclions  on  the  ift  Prairial.  The 
commune  of  Paris  was  made  refponfible  for  every 
attempt  againft  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people; 
the  G-ommJttees  of  government  were  declared  to  be 
permanent ;  the  municipal  officers,  holding  their 
fittings  in  the  Town-hail,  were  proclaimed  out- 
bv/s,  and  fourteen  deputies  were  arrefled  and  con- 
fined; of  thefe,  eight  were  fo  fortunate  as  xo  effect: 
their  efcape.  Romme,  Bourbotte,  Soubrany,  and 
three  others,  were  rdfo  feized. 

In  the  next  fitting  (on  the  2d  Prairlal)  a  decree  of 

accufation  was  enaci:ed  againfl  thefe  fix  deputies;  and 

as  the  revolutionary  tribunal  had  then  become  odious, 

a  military  comraiflion  was  created  to  try  them.  This 

Q  o  2,  .  was 
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was  the  firft  attempt  at  a  military  government  llncc 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 

The  military  commiffion,  equally  abhorrent  to 
every  idea  of  humanity  and  juftice,  did  the  bufinefs 
full  as  well,  and  u^ith  as  few  formalities,  as  any  re- 
volutionary tribunal  whatever ;  for  in  three  or'four 
days  the  confined  deputies  were  tried  and  fentenced 
to  death. 

H^re  follows  the  lingular  and  aftonlfhing  anecdote 
relative  to  the  catadrophe  cf  thefe  brave  and  unfor- 
tunate men. 

They  were  fully  fenfible  of  their  danger,  and  forae 
indications  had  been  given  to  them  that  their  ene- 
mies v/ere  determined  on  their  death.  Although 
ftric^ly  watched  by  the  gendarmes^  Romme  had 
found  means  to  procure  a  (Irong  fharp-pointed  knife: 
this  he  carefully  concealed  in  his  pocket  without 
giving  the  leaft  intimation,  of  the  circumllance  to 
his  companions. 

He  afterv/ards  obtained  the  favour,  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  military  comimiffion,  that  they  ihcuid  be 
placed,  during  their  trial,  within  a  bar,  fo  as  to  be 
feparated  from  the  gendarmes^  whofe  view,  he  faid, 
was  extremely  odious  to  him  and  his  friends. 
No  fconer  was  the  fentence  of  death  read  to  them, 
than  Romme  exclaimed,  — "  Achevez,  fcelerats  ! 
e'en  eft  faic  de  la  liberte;  mais  regardez  ce  que  f^ar 
vent  faire  les  patriotes*.'*     Then  drawing  the  knife 

*  *'  FinlQi,  ruffians  !  there  is  an  end  of  liberty  j  but,  .behold 
what  patriots  can  acWeve.*' 

from 
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ffom  his  pocket,  and  ftabbing  himfelfj  he  turned  to- 
wards his  companions, — "  Allons  mes,  camarades  !" 
added  he  to  them,  "  fuivTZ  mon  exemple*." 

Thus  the  fatal  fteel,  reeking  with  the  blood  of  the 
intrepid  reprefentative,  was  handed  to  all  the  fix  in 
fucceflion,  each  of  them  ftabbing  himfelf,  and  reaching 
it  Immediately  after  to  his  colleague  next  him. 

So  ended  the  lives  of  Romme  and  his  five  colleagues, 
who  thereby  fet  an  example  of  courage  and  friendfhip 
unheard  of,  in  either  ancient  or  modern  hiftory,  and 
in  comparifon  to  which,  the  folitary  exertions  of 
Mutius  S^evola  and  Attilius  Regulus  feem  to  dwin- 
dle into  infignificance. 

Romme  and  his  companions  were  all  of  them  men? 
ef  acknowledged  honefty,  and  pofTelTed  many  eminent 
virtues.  At  the  time  of  their  death,  the  publick 
fpirit  was  fo  far  comprefTed  by  the  predominant  fac- 
tion, or  what  might  not  unjuftiy  be  called  the  Ther- 
midorean  terrorijm-i  that  no  man  dared  to  pity 
them.  .It  was  not  until  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, that  a  few  journalifts  began  to  excite  the  publick. 
commiferation,  and  it  v/as  then  ftated  that  the  phi- 
lanthropy of  Romm.e  went  fo  far  as  to  refufe  a 
large  loaf  of  bread,  fent  to  him  by  a  friend  from- 
Verfailles,  at  the  time  of  the  greateft  fcarcity  and  dif- 
trefs  in  Paris,  where  the  allowance  of  each  citizen  was 
only  two  ounces  per  day,  "  If  the  people,"  faid  he, 
"  are  doomed  to  be  fhirved  on  account  of  their  efforts 
to  recover  liberty  and, equality,  their  re^refentativea. 
ought  to  fet  the  firft  example." 

*  «  Come,  my  friends,  follow  my  example." 

O  O  3  LE- 
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Was  a  rich  merchant  of  Verfailles,  and  a  great 
friend  to  the  revolution,  from  the  fir  ft  moment  of 
the  convocation  of  the  ftates-general.  It  is  well 
known  that  on  the  famous  proceiTion  to  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame^  the  adjournment  to  the  jeu  de pan?ne*^ 
and  every  other  important  event  which  took  place 
fo  long  as  the  national  allembly  held  its  fittings  in 
that  city,  he  was  the  moft  forward  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants to  exhibit  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty. 

Afier  being  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  convention, 
he  was  generally  abfent  on  miffion  to  the  different 
departments,  and  made  no  figure  in  the  legiflatlve 
body  until  the  death  of  Robefpierre. 

It  is  but  doing  him  juftice  to  obferve,  that  he 
v/a$  an  honeft  man,  who  being  uninformed  of  the 
Thermidorean  intrigues,  rufhed  into,  the  greateft 
dangers  with  the  beft  poflible  intentions.  He  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  horrours  brought  upon  his 
country  by  the  decemvirs^  but  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  fecret  fchem^s  of  his  colleagues  in  refpe(5t 
to  that  fa61:ion.  Accordingly,  he  denounced  Collot, 
Barrere,  Billaud,  and  Vadier,  a  proceeding  which 
was  not  well  received  by  the  convention,  for  the 
members  exclaimed  on  every  fide,  (Les  pieces  !  Les 
pieces  ! )    X[ie  proofs  !  the  proofs  ! 

^  Tbc  Tennis  Court. 

This 
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This  was  not  only  the  fubjedl  of  great  mortification 
to  Lecolntre,  but  indeed  fome  of  the  more  violent 
mountaineers  moved  that  he  fhould  be  committed  to 
the  Abbaye.  He  did  not,  however,  relinguifh  his 
proje6l;  for  having  at  laft  procured  the  neceiTary  do- 
cuments to  fupport  every  article  of  his  charge,  he 
waited  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  renew 
his  accufitlons ;  and  indeed,  in  about  a  month  after, 
he  publ idled  both  his  denunciations  and  the  proofs, 
and  prefented  them  to  the  legiflature,  at  the  fame 
time  exclaiming  aloud  to  his  colleagues,  "  I  hope 
you  will  not  how  cry,  les  pieces  !  les  pieces  !  " 

Lecointre  afterwards  acted  with  the  moderates  in 
order  to  crufti  what  they  called  Robefpierre's  tail 
(la  queue  de  Robefpierre.) 

But  when  he  beheld  the  irregular  ccndu£l  of 
the  convention  refpe£ling  Duhem,  Chodieu,  and  fo 
many  others,  who  were  condemned  to  imprifon- 
ment  in  the  caftle  of  Ham,  without  trial,  he 
declared  himfelf  hoftile  to  fuch  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings. The  refult  was,  that  on  the  16th  Ger- 
minal, four  days  after  the  profcription  of  the  moun- 
taineers above  mentioned,  Lecointre  himfelf  was 
(decrete  d'arrejiation)  decreed  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  arreft.  This  ftep  fully  juftified  his  excla- 
mation, at  the  moment  of  his  feiziire  in  the  hall  of 
the  convention — "  Eh  vivent  les  polichinelles  mds 
collegues*  !  " 


i,ong  live  the  ^uncb'snel/ts  my  colleagues. 

But 
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But  matters  d'd  not  ftop  there.  The  fecond  po^ 
pular  irifjrreilion  (on  the  ift  Prairial)  was  direded" 
by  Carnb^.n  and  others,  who  had  '•aken  refuge  in 
the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  and  a  decree  of  accufa« 
tion  was  enafted  againft  all  thofe  v/ho  were  provi- 
fionally  confined,  among  whom  was  Lecointre. — 
The  convention,  however,  evinced  no  anxiety  to 
bring  them  to  a  trial ;  on  the  contrary,  Lecointre 
as  well  as  feveral  others  were  admitted  Tome  months 
afterwards  to  the  benefit  of  the  general  amnefly. 

Since  that  period,  Lecointre  has  always  been 
employed  in  the  fervlce  of  the  government,  and 
has  condufted  himfelf  on  every  occafion  with 
zeal  and  ability.  The  writer  of  this  article 
was  informed  at  Verfailles,  that  he  had  been 
accufed  of  having  increafed  his  wealth  by  thd'' 
revolution;  this,  however,  is  at  befl  but  a  mere 
furmife.  It  is  certain,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he- 
is  generally  beloved,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  him- 
that  the  fine  avenues  of  Verfailles,  and  Marli,  did  not 
fali  a  prey  to  the  vandalifm  that  marked  the  fir  ft 
revolutionary  movements..  - 

P0ULTIER5, 

Was  a  nobleman  of  Avignon,  and  a  BeneditEline 
monk  in  that  city  prior  to  the  revolution.  He  had 
dready  attained  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  letters, 
of  an  excellent  poet,  and  a  well-informed  hiflorian, 
when  that  event  took  place.     He  was  one  of  the 

mofl 
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lYiofl:  ftrenuous  partifans  of  liberty,  and  it  is  partly 
owing  to  his  zeal  and  a6livity,  that  Avignon  and  the 
county  of  Venaiflin,  returned  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  after  having  languifhed  during  five  centuries 
beneath  the  authority  of  the  Popedom. 

Poultier  was  the  apoftle  of  this  revolution.  He 
innamed  the  minds  of  the  Avignonefe  with  a  love  of 
liberty,  prevailed  on  them  to  urge  the  National  AT- 
fembly  for  their  re-union,  drev/  up  their  petitions, 
and  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with  the  Pa- 
rifians,  in  fpite  of  the  threats  of  the  Roman  prelate, 
then  governor  of  Avignon. 

No  fooner  had  the  National  AfTembly  enacted  the 
law,  for  re- uniting  Avignon  to  France,  than  a  new 
career  was  opened  to  Poultier.  He  became  an  afli- 
diious  preacher  among  the  lower  clafies  of  ihe  peo- 
ple, and  taught  them  to  difregard  the  Roman  bulls, 
and  the  thunderbolts  of  the  Vatican.  In  order  to 
fuperadd  the  force  of  example,  to  that  of  inftruclion, 
he  himfelf  renounced  his  religious  cojlume^  and  mar- 
ried a  nun,  whom  he  took  from  a  convent.  He  af- 
terwards exerted  himfelf  in  organizing  the  national 
guards,  and  actually  ferved  as  a  volunteer,  during  the 
year  1791. 

Thefe  important  fervices  could  not  efcape  the 
notice  of  the  government,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
1792,  we  find  him  appointed  to  the  command  of  thet 
national  guard  of  Lifie,  a  ftation  which  he  filled 
with  his  wonted  zeal  and  abilities. 

It  is  reported  by  the  royalifts,  that  In  the  nigkt  of 
Augufl  the  I3thj  three  days  after  the  extindtion  of 

royalty, 
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royalty,  Poultier  ordered  a  vault,  In  which  was  depo- 
fited  the  remains  of  the  ancient  counts  of  Flanders,  ta 
be  deniolifhed,  and  fixing  the  fkull  of  a  countefs  on 
the  point  of  his  fword,  repaired  to  the  popular  fo- 
ciety,  fwearing  that  he  would  ferve  all  tlie  ariftocrats 
in  the  fame  manner.  They  add,  that  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  this  ftratagem,  with  a  view  to  overawe  the 
opulent  inabitants  of  Lifle,  and  to  ingratiate  hinifelf 
with  the  populace,  in  order  to  procure  hinifelf  to  be 
appointed  a  member  of  the  National  Convention. 

Poultier  remained  ina6live  during  the  year  1793, 
and  the  greater  part  of  1794,  v/hile  the  parties 
of  the  Girondins^  the  Terrorifls,  and  the  Thermi- 
doreans  were  agitating  and  deftroying  the  repablick, 
one  after  another. 

Towards  the  end  of  that  period,  however,  we 
find  him  adling  a  more  confpiruous  part  in  the 
convention. 

In  1795,  he  was  fent  on  miiHon,  firft  to  his 
native  country,  and  afterwards  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces of  France,  and  the  new  conquefts  made  from 
the  Sardinian  ftates.  He  found  royalty  and  popery 
triumphant  in  the  farmer,  while  in  the  latter,  the 
abufes  of  the  adminiftratcrs,  added  to  the  fcandalous 
,  behaviour  of  the  pourveyors,  and  condudors  of  mi- 
litary flores,  had  alienated  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  raifed  up  innumerable  enemies  to  the  French 
name.  He  was  fuccefsful  in  his  endeavours  to  re- 
medy *hefe  diforders,  and  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame 
vear,  he  returned  to  Paris,   carrying  with  him  the 

elieem 
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elleem  and  affeillon,  not  only  of  the  army,  and  of  the 
conquered  countries,  but  alfo  of  his  own  countrymen 
in  Avignon,  and  even  of  the  ariftocrats  themfelves, 
who  were  obliged  to  own  that  he  had  aded  like  a 
worthy  man. 

The  miflion  of  Poultier,  was  eminently  ufeful  to 
the  republick,  as  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to 
dete6l  a  wide  and  complicated  confpiracy,  the  centre 
of  which  lay  in  the  feciions  of  Paris.  The  (lubborn 
refiftance  made  by  the  ring-leaders,  to  the  law 
of  the  5th  Fruiflidor,  which  provided  for  the  per- 
manence of  two  thirds  of  the  National  Convention 
in  the  next  legiflature,  had  been  hitherto  raiitaken 
for  a  juftifiable  reluctance  to  a  decree  iniurioiis 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  Poultier  laid 
before  the  Convention,  and  the  Committee  of  Ge- 
neral Security,  the  intelligence  he  had  procured  on 
this  fubje(St  during  his  abode  in  the  fouth,  and  that  the 
royalifts  might  have  timely  notice,  that  their  plct 
v/as  now  difcovered,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Real,  con- 
ductor of  the  "Journal  des  patriotes^  purporting,  that 
he  had  proofs  of  unqueftionablc  authenticity^that  the^ 
fcSfioris  were  under  the  ijijiueine  of  royatijh ;  that 
the  focus  af  the  plot  was  to  be  found  in  Switzerland 
and  Sardinia ;  and  that  the  prime  mover  of  the 
whole^  was  the  baronefs  de  Staely  wife  of  the  Swe^ 
dij7y  minijrer, 

Poultier  retained  his  feat  as  a  member  in  the 
fourth  legiflature,  and  is  now  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred.     During  the  Lift  two  years,  he  has  con- 

duded 
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dtidled  the  celebrated  journal,   entitled,  V Ami  a. 
Loix, 

He  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  rather  inclined  to 
elegance  in  his  drefs,  and  very  affable,  and  polite  in 
convcrfation. 


plet-beaupre'. 


Nicholas  Plet-Beaupre,  was  born  at  Sees,  a  fmall 
town  in  the  department  of  L'Orne  :  his  father,  was 
an  inn  keeper,  who  happening  to  be  in  good  circum- 
4l:aiaces,  gave  him  a  liberal  education,  and  deftined 
him  for  the  church. 

Atter  the  ufual  preliminary  ftudies,  in  the  college 
of  Sees,  he  was  fent:  to  the  univerfity  of  Angers, 
where  he  was  taught  philofophy,  and  theology. 

He  made  confiderable  progrefs  while  there,  in 
learning  of  ever^  kind,  but  when  he  returned  home, 
lie  gave  up  all  his  fpiritual  profpedts,  and  refilled  the 
reiterated  advice  and  felicitations  of  his  relations,  to 
enter  into  holy  orders. 

.  He  \vas  about  to  fjllow  the  profellion  of  the  bar, 
when  his  fathe'-  died,  and  left  him  a  handfome  for- 
tune, which  he  had  acqui  ed  by  honeft  induflry. 
This  change,  once  more  altered  his  intentions,  and, 
ftrarTse  to  tell,  he  determined  to  encreafe  his  fortune 
by  the  fame  purfuits  that  his  parent  had  obtained  it. 

His  manner?,  his  behaviour,  nay,  his  learning  were 
of  courfe  far  fuperiour  to  his  ftation,  and  when  the 
revolution  took  place,  he  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
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among  his  fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  was  chofca 
an  eIc6tor. 

•  His  patriotifm,  although  confidered  violent  by 
fome,  was,  on  the  whole,  enlightened,  as  it  never  al- 
lowed him  to  bend  to  any  facSlion  whatever. 

On  the  ele61ion  of  the  deputies  for  the  conftitucnt 
aflembly,  he  had  a  great  number  of  votes  ;  he  f^iiled 
however  on  this  occafion,  but  he  was  employed  firfl 
as  an  adminiftrator  of  the  diftri61:,  and  then  of  the 
department. 

On  the  organization  of  the  national  guard,  he 
was  chofen  a  captain  of  grenadiers,  and  made  the 
greateft  exertions  to  enlift  volunteers  for  the  fron- 
tiers. This,  added  to  his  feverity  againft  the  non- 
conforming priefts,  procured  him  a  multitude  of  ene- 
mies, and  made  him  undergo  many  humiliations,  and 
even  perfecutlons.  He  did  not,  however,  fuccumb  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  obtained  the  fummit  of  his 
wiihes,  which  was  to  be  a  deputy  to  the  legiflature. 
There,  alike  faithful  to  his  conft'tuents  and  his 
principles,  he  kept  himfelf  aloof  from  the  various 
parties  who  fucceeded  and  deftroyed  each  other. 

On  the  trial  of  the  king,  Plet-Beaupre,  who  was 
the  colleague  of  Dufrichc-Vakze,  like  him,  voted 
for  the  death  of  Louis,  but  with  the  reflridion  of  aa 
appeal  to  the  people. 

On  the  9th  of  Thermidor,  he  was  one  of  the  fJx 

members   who  were  fent  at   the  head  of  the  good 

citizens,  ^o  furround  the  commune^  and  on  this  criti- 

.  cal    occafion,  he  difplayed  an  uncommon  degree  of 

flrmnf  fs  and  courage. 

P  p  Altiougk 
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Although  Beauprc  be  but  little  known  as  a  fpcaker 
in  the  tribune,  he  is  confidered  as  a  man,  who,  aai'idft 
the  mcft  tremendous  ftorms,  has  never  deviated 
from  the  courfe  which  conducts  to  a  republick  ;  and 
one  who  will  leave  the  legillative  body  with  the 
conrciournefs  of  having  honourably  difcharged  his 
duty  towards  his  countiy. 

It  is  reported  that  he  has  acquired  an  immenfe 
fortune,  and  that  he  is  now  in  poUeiTion  of  large 
ePcates,  ibrraerly  belonging  to  the  clergy.  This, 
however,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  long  previous 
to  the  revolution,  Beaupre  poiTefTed  an  independent 
fortune,  and  was  accuftomed  to  contra(ft  with  the 
government  to  furnifli  the  cavalry  with  hay, 
fiiraw,  Sic. 

Plet-Beaupre,  is  a  tall  and  handfome  man,  about 
feven  and  thirty  years  of  age.  His  manner  of  liv- 
ing is  that  of  an  epicurean,  but  he  is  of  that  fort  of 
epicureans,  who  compaffionate  the  poor,  and  find 
their  greateft  pleafure  in  meliorating  their  mlferable 
condition. 

GOBEL. 

The  name  of  this  man,  will  be  recorded  in  the 
hlftory  of  France,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  find  a  place 
here.  Jean  Baptifie  Gobel,  was  originally  grand- 
vicar  to  the  bifhop  of  Bafil,  for  the  French  juriidic- 
tioh  of  his  diocefe,  and  had  been  decorated  by  the 
court  of  Rome,  with  the  title  of  bifhop  of  Lidda,  in 
^artibvs  infidclium, 

5  At 
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At  the  memorrbie  epoch  of  the  revolution,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  clergy  of  Franche-comte,  a 
deputy  to  the  ftates-gener^il.  In  the  conftituent  af- 
fembly,  he  fat  for  the  department  of  the  higher  Rhine; 
much  regard  was  paid  to  his  fentiments,  but  he  did 
'not  then  a6l  a  confiderable  part.  It  is  alfo  a  well 
known  truth,  that  he  was  not  at  firft  entirely  of  the 
fame  opinion  with  his  colleagues,  who  intended  to 
ieize  the  whole  of  the  property  of  the  clergy,  and 
that  he  oppofed  the  civick  oath,  which  the  conftitu- 
tion  exacled  from  ecclefiaflical  dignitaries. 

When  the  conftituent  aflembly  had  iiniftied  its 
labours,  Gcbel  was  appointed  conftitutional  bifhop 
of  Paris,  Fie  condu'^ted  himfelf  with  great  decorum 
for  fome  time,  and  it  is  notorious,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year  179I}  he  addrefTed  a  paftoral  letter  to  the 
faithful  in  his  diocefe,  remarkable  for  its  good  fenfe, 
chriftian  piety,  and  extenfivc  learning.  It  was  in 
(hort  the  beft  written  by  any  of  the  bifhops. 

The  Abbe  Barruel,  author  of  the  '^  Hiftory  of  the 
Gallican  clergy  during  the  revolution,"  charges 
Gobel  with  the  grofleft  inconfiftencies,  reproaches 
him  with  having  taken  the  oath  which  he  had  at  firft 
reprobated,  and  with  being  always  at  variance  with 
his  own  principles.  But  all  this  would  have  been 
infufiicient  to  immortalize  the  name  of  Gobel,  if  he 
had  not  acled  an  infinitely  more  confpicuous  part. 

The  infurreftion  of  La  Vendee  originated,  as  it  \% 

well  known,  in  fuperflitious  principles.    The  priefts 

too,  in  the  other  departments,  having  preached  up  a 

revolt,  the  minds  ©f  the  mountaineers  became  highly 

P  p  2  iiKenfed 
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incenfed  againft  chrldianity,  which  they  confidertd 
as  the  ultimate  caufe  of  their  dangers,  as  if  the 
abufe  and  the  exillence  of  religion  had  been  necef- 
farily  conne6led  v,  ith  each  other.  A  plan  was  ac- 
cordingly formed  to  abolifli  it,  and  the  two  famous 
atheifls,  Anacharfis  Cloots,  and  Chaumette,  were 
r;t  the  head  of  the  confpi racy. 

They  were  well  aware  that  this  flop  would'  exw 
perience  a  general  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  peor. 
pie,  if  they  were  not  fupported  by  the  example  antl- 
authority  of  the  clergy  j  and  accordingly,  they  af- 
fociated  in  their  project,  fome  ecclefiaftical  dignita- 
ries,  and  among  others,  the  head  of  the  Gallican 
cjiurch,  the  metropolitan  biihop  of  Paris  !  Gobel 
fell  into  the  fnare,  and  on  the  memorable  7th  of 
November,  1793,  he  prefented  himfclf  at  the  bar  of  the 
convention,  attended  by  his  three  grand  vicars,  and 
refigned  his  fundlions,  flating,  that  there  was  no. 
longer  any  need  of  religion,  and  that  the  only  ado- 
ration of  a  people  of  philofophers,  fhould  be  the  ujqj'^. 
Jh'ip  of  reafon. 

The  intelligence  of  this  event,  was  received  at 
firfl  with  all  the  applaufe  ufually  attached  to  an 
important  novelty,  efpecialJy  in  the  midft  of  a  revo- 
lution. The  legiflature  itfelf  was  furprifed  into 
fome  imprudent  fleps.  Gobel  was  highly  honoured 
by  the  convention  ;  he  received  the  accolladc  frater^ 
nelle  f.-om  the  prefident,  and  a  decree  v/as  actually 
enacted,  that,  the  ']\S\  of  November,  fnould  be  confe- 
crated  to  the  national  fcftival  ofreafon.  The  people  of 
Pjiri?,  who  for  a  time,  were  like  wife  infatuated,  made 

a  pro- 
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a  proceflion  in  honour  of  the  new  Deity,  in  v/hich 
the  famous  Madame  Momoro,  a  beautiful  woman, 
reprefented  the  recently  adopted  goddcfs. 

The  convention  f  on  perceived  the  folly  of  its 
proceedings,  ?nd  another  decree  was  enacted,  de- 
claring, "  that  the  French  people  acknowledged  th^ 
cxiftence  of  the  fupreme  being,  and  the  immortality 
of  the  f  ul."  Robefpierre  aiTerted  on  that  occa- 
fion,  that  the  refignation  of  Gobel  was  intended  to 
throw  an  odium  on  the  revolution,  and  to  infmuate 
to  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  France,  by  pro- 
claimang  atheifm,  had  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  diffolu- 
tion. 

Gobel  was  at  length  arrelled,  tried,  and  fcnt 
to  the  gu  llotine  on  the  13th  of  April  1794,  amidft 
the  execrations  of  all  the  hSiions.  It  is  not  known 
Vv'hat  were  his  real  intentions  ;  but  the  zealots  of  every 
party  feemed  to  <xknowledge,  that  on  this  occafion, 
Robefpierre  was  in  the  right,  and  even  the  roy^lifls. 
comforted  themfelves  afterwards  by  faying,  "  if  he 
has  canjcd  the  death  of  fo  mony  zvorthy  perfons^  ht 
has  at  leaji  Jwept  away  frojn  the  French  foil,  one 
of  the  fcQii7idrels  -who  moji  difgrac'ed  the  French 
name" 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  however,  by  every  unpreju- 
diced man,  tiiat  no  proofs  of  a  confniracv,  wer6 
proc'uced  againfl:  the  ex-hijhop^  and  that  he  alfo  Vv'aS 
bafely  murdered. 

*  P  p  3  HENRIOT. 
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HENRIOT. 

This  man,  whofe  rife  and  fall  were  equally  rapid 
and  furprifing,  was  born  at  Nanterre,  near  Paris,  in 
1761.  Early  in  life,  we  find  him  the  clerk  of  a  turn- 
pike, at  the  gates  cf  the  metropolis;  and  he  was  a 
man  of  no  degree  cf  confideration  whatever,  during 
the  firft  period  of  the  revolution.  No  fooner,  how- 
ever, were  the  philofophers  driven  from  office,  than 
his  turn  of  mind  became  perfcdtly  congenial  to  the 
new  fyflem. 

In  confequence  of  his  a6^ivity  in  the  fervice  of  the 
national  guard?,  and  his  continual  vociferations  in 
the  fections  cf  Paris,  he  was  preferred  by  degrees  to 
the  fupreme  military  command  in  the  capital.  From 
a  lieutenancy,  he  procured  a  company  >  he  was  then 
appointed  a  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  colonel, 
and  when  Santene  was  knt  to  La  Vendee^  he  became 
commander  in  chief.  In  this  ftation  he  continued 
at  the  head  of  tho,  fans-culottes^  fiom  April  1793  to 
July  1794,  and  performed  prodigies  in  his  way. 

A  violent  aiid  implacable  enemy  to  every  thing 
that  favoured  of  ariftocracy,  he  was  the  deftroyer  of 
all  the  monuments,  tombs,  paintings,  and  v/orks  of 
art,  in  Paris  and  its  environs.  The  dilapidations  at 
igt.  Cloud,  Alarli,  Belleviie,  &c.  are  owing  folely  to 
him  ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  when  he  fet  out  for  St» 
Denis  to  deflroy  them  onuments  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  Franccj  he  was  always  faying  to  his  fellow- 

ioldiers^ 


foldiers, — <'  Allons ;  que  la  maffue  nationale  frappe 
les  tyrans  jufques  dans  leurs  tombeaux*." 

It  is  alio  a  fa6t,  that  at  the  head  of  his  fans-culottes^ 
he  ran  daily  through  the  ftreets  of  Pari?,  and  vifited 
the  {hops  where  prints,  maps,  and  engravings  were 
fold,  in  order  to  de{l:roy  and  burn  all  ihofe  which  re- 
prefented  Icings,  nobles,  and  priells,  or  which  exhi- 
bited emblems  of  nobility  and  cnats  of  arms:  nay^ 
he  entered  all  the  bookfellers  fhops  alfo,  tore  the 
bindings  of  fuch  works  as  were  adorned  with  armo- 
rial bearings,  and  defaced  the  dedications  and  privileo-e 
of  imprefiion. 

Thefe  marks  of  outrageous  zeal  obtained  for  Hen- 
riot  the  appellation  of  the  French  Omar.  Indeed^. 
from  a  report  made  to  the  National  Convention  by 
M.  Gregoire,  in  the  name  of  the  (Committee  of  Pul>- 
Jick  Inftruclion,  on  the  9th  Vendemiaire  (3d  year) 
it  would  appear  that  he  had  refolved  to  fet  fire  to  the 
national  library  in  Paris,  and  that  he  kept  «p  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  fans-culottes  of  Marfeilles,  and 
other  large  towns  in  France,  in  order  that  all  the 
other  libraries  throughout  the  republick  might  be 
involved  in  one  common  ruin.  He  mud  be  allowed, 
however,  to  have  been  an  ingenious  and  v/itty  Van- 
dal ;  for,  being  accufed  in  the  club  of  the  Jacobins, 
on  account  of  this  condufl:,  he  not  only  did  not  dif- 
avow  it,  but  valuing  himfelf  very  much  on  his 
achievements,  he  exclaimed, — ^*V  Yes  I  I  am  firmly 

*  Come !  let  the  national  mace  finite  ;he  tyrants  even  in  their 
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convi  ccd  that  bcoks  occafion  all  the  aberrations  of 
the  human  mind.  I  would  not  only  therefore  fet 
fire  to  the  libraries,  but  1  would  bave  Horace  and 
Virgil  burnt  before  the  reft,  in  the  midft  of  a  civiclc 
feaft.  Thefe  two  ought  indeed  to  perfh  by  the 
hand  of  the  common  executioner:  they  are  guilty 
of  ieze-humanite,  by  having  fiatiered  Auguftus,  a 
vile  tyrant,  and  the  deftroyer  of  Roman  libeity  !'* 

Henriot  mufr  be  allowed  to  have  been  always 
confiftent  in  his  inveterate 'hatred  to  learning  an.d 
learned  men.  His  fpeeches  in  the  fectiOns  of  Paris 
were  fo  many  philippicks  agairft  brth  ;  it',  fhcrt-  he 
at  length  rendered  the  name  of  an  ai;thjr  fyno.oimcus 
with  tnat  of  an  orijiocrat.  His  conftant  maxim  was, 
'^  mifrruil:  a  man  "who  has  pubhfhed  a  b- ok^"  and 
he  declared  one  night,  in  the  jacobm  club,  t^at  he 
had  grod  reafon  for  this,  a=;  he  had  always  found  the 
French  literatiy/^r^  dans  leurs  ecrits^  et  rampant  dans 
les  antjchambres*. 

This  Goth  is,  however,  thought  to  have  been 
highly  ferviceahle  to  the  republick.  Du-r'ng  the 
reign  of  terrour,  when  fo  manv  atroc'ou^  meafires 
were  neceP'ary  to  carry  on  the  revolutionary  govern-  '. 
menr,  a  brutal  man,  like  Henriot,  was  awn^irrbly  cal-^* 
culated  to  beat  down  oppofition,  and  enfure  obcdi- 
erxe.  H:.d  he  not  been  generr.i  c  f  the  natic  nal 
guards  at  th.it  time,  it  is  a  moot  qu- ft  on,  whether 
any  other   indivioual  couid  have  execu:ed  the  laws 


•  Haughty  in  their  vvritings,  and  cringhig  ia  the  prcfencc  of  the 
£reac. 

refpedling 


DURAND    DE    MAILLANS.  4^1 

refpsclliig  the  compulfory  paper,  the  maximum,  th« 
requifitions,  the  domiciliary  vifits,  and  the  guillotine 

Hcnriot's  reign  laflcd  until  Robefpierre^s  death, 
when  his  attachment  to  that  cruel  demagogue  in- 
volved him  in  his  ruin.  It  is  recorded  that  on  the 
famous  8th  Thermidor^  as  foon  as  the  tocfm  was 
founded  by  the  municipality  of  Paris,  with  a  view  to 
fave  the  tyrant,  Henriot  ran  through  all  the  ftreets 
of  the  metropolis,  collecling  his  fellow  foldiers,  zwdi. 
exclaiming,—''  On  opprime  les  patriotes  f  !" 

The  National  Convention  having  got  the  better 
in  the  conteft  with  the  Robefpierrian  party,  Henriot, 
jointly  with  his  colleagues  and  accomplices,  was 
guillotined  at  the  Place  de  la  Revolution^  on  th^ 
10 th  of  the  fame  month,  and  in  the  33d  year  of  his 

DURAND    DE    MAILLANE. 

This  refpe^lable  old  man  has  acquired  a  high  re- 
putation in  all  Catholick  countries  on  account  of  hi« 
Di£ii3nary  cf  the  Canon  Lazu^  in  fSur  volumes  4to, 
publiihed  in  1771.  He  was  formerly  a  profelTor  in 
the  famous  univerfity  of  Touloufe,  and,  on  the 
convocation  of  the  States  General,  was  appointed 
deputy  for  the  department  of  Bouches  du  Rhone. 

Durand  fat  alfo  in  the  Conilituent  Aflenibl^, 
and    became   a    flrlking    example    of    the    obfcure 

*  Moveable  guillotine. 

•f  They  ppprefs  the  patripti! 

and 
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and  inconfiderable  part  which  men  of  profound  learn- 
ing and  uncommon  genius  are  generally  condemned 
to  act  in  popular  aHemblies,  where  moderate  talents, 
joined  to  a  volubility  of  language,  are  the  qualifica- 
tions that  frequently  lead  to  glory  and  renown. 

Durand  was  the  chairman  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
committee,  a  place  which  no  one  could  fill  with  more 
propriety  than  himfelf. 

Three  things  may  be  recorded  here,  which  fervc 
to  evince  the  modefty  of  this  deputy. 

ifl,  Though  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  the 
member  the  beft  informed  in  refpe6t  to  ecclefiaftical 
learning,  and  v/as  indeed  the  main-fpring  of  the  la- 
bours of  the  committee,  lie  generally  fuffered  the  re- 
ports to  be  delivered  by  his  colleagues,  the  Bifhop  of 
Autun,  and  the  Abbe  Gregoire. 

2dly,  If  he  himfelf  chanced  fometimes  to  appear  as 
the  organ  of  his  afibciates,  he  allowed  ev^ery  deputy 
to  oppofe  his  opinions  with  an  indifference  bordering 
©n  apathy;  an  inftance  of  which  occurred  on  July  ift, 
1790,  when  his  report  on  ecclefiaftical  foundations 
^nd  patronages  was  obje61:ed  to  with  great  violence, 
by  Camus  and  Treiilajd. 

3dly,  V/hen  the  Civil  Conftitution  of  the  Clergy 
was  attacked,  on  its  publication,  by  the  priefts  and 
urijlocrats^ — 'fcorning  to  take  any  notice  of  the  num- 
berlefs  inveclives  uttered  againfl  the  author,  he  con- 
tented himfrlf  Vv'ith  writing  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
"An  Apologetick  Hiftorv  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Committee  of  the  National  Aflcmbly,"  in  which  he 

proved 
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proved  how  well  he  was  qualified  to  conciliate  dogma 
and  difcipline, 

Durand  de  Maillane  was  appointed  a  deputy  to 
the  National  Convention,  and  was  included  among 
the  eleven  commiflioners  appointed  to  compofe  and 
prefent  the  plan  of  the  conftitution  of  1795.—. 
The  glory  refuking  from  his  labours  was,  as  ufual, 
reaped  by  others,  fuch  as  Boifly  d'Anglas,  Camba- 
ceres,  &c.  &c. 

This  reprefentative  Is  one  of  the  few,  who,  by 
attaching  themfelves  to  no  party,  has  obtained  the 
cfleem  and  affection  of  all  the  legiflative  body. 


PACHE. 

The  human  mind  is  probed  by  events,  and  there- 
fore generally  developed  amidfl  the  ftormy  and  tem- 
peftuous  agitations  of  a  revolution.  Critical  periods 
opeate  like  the  fpear  of  Ithuriel,  and  the  hero  or  the 
monfter  are  then  laid  bare,  and  expofed  to  the  admi- 
ration or  the  hatred  of  mankind.  It  has  been  the  foi*- 
tune  of  fome  few  characters,  however,  to  defy  detec- 
tion, and  to  remain  equivocal,  even  amidfl  the  alter-- 
nate  triumphs  and  defeats  of  oppofing  fa61:ions. 

Such,  I  apprehend,  is  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the 
fubje6l  of  thefe  memoirs.  If  he  be  a  hypocrite,  as 
the  Girondifts  term  him,  he  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
been  the  moft  confummate  dilfembler  recorded  in 
hillory;  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  a  man  uniformly 
virtuous,  as  his  admirers  pretend,  it  muft  be  flill 

owned 
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owned  that  he  has  more  than  once  afforded  ample 
occafion  for  fufpicion, 

Pache  is  a  man  of  obfcure  birth.  His  father  was 
a  domefiick  in  the  fervice  of  a  nobleman,  and  having 
acquired  the  regard  of  the  family  by  his  excellent 
Gonduci:,  his  Ton  received  an  education  at  its  expence. 
On  attaining  a  proper  age,  he  procured  a  fituation  under 
the  Marfhal  de  Caftrief,  who  afterwards  -  placed 
him  in  the  war-office.  Having  faved  fome  mone)^, 
and  obtained  a  fmall  penfion  from  his  patron,  he  re- 
fegned  his  employment,  with  a  view  to  repair  to 
Switzerland,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  pleafares  of  a  ru- 
ral life,  to  v/hich  he  was  devoted,  and  the  domefiick 
comforts  arifing  cut  of  the  bofom  of  his  little  family. 

Although  flill  young',  he  had  found  means  to  ac- 
quire a  high  reputation  for  wifdom.  M.  Gibert, 
"who  confidered  him  as  a  phoenix^  introduced  him  to 
Mademoifelle  Phlipon,  fo  celebrated  afterwards  un- 
der the  name  of  Madame  Roland,  and  it  appears  that 
fhe  was  captivated  both  with  his  modefty  and  un- 

derftanding  *.  The 

__ —  .  I  ■««  II  ■ 

*  Gibert  etoit  lie  depuis  Tenfance  avec  un  homme  pour  lequei 
;l  profeflbit  autant  de  vcreration  que  d'attachtment  ;  il  vantoit 
fon  mer.te  dans  i'occafion,  et  il  eroit  glorieux  d'en  etre  i*ami. 
Gibert  ne  tarda  pas  beaucoup  a  me  parler  ce  fon  phenix  j  ii  fem- 
blojt  qu'il  ne  seroit  heureux  que  ioifque  fon  ami  et  moi  pournors 
nous  admirer  reciproquement  J  enfin  il  rous  reunit  a  diner  chtz 
lui,  Je  vis  un  homme  dont  rcxceffive  fimpliciie  alloit  jufqu'a  la 
negligence;  parlant  peu,  ne  fixant  ptrfonr.e,  il  cut  ete  difficile  a 
juger  fur  ane  entrevue  pour  quicooque  n'nuroit  jamais  entenda 
faire  mention  c'e  lui  j  et  j'avoue  que,  malgre  men  gout  tout  parti- 
cul'.cr  pour  le  ton  modelle,  celui  de  cette  homme  6toit  fi  humble,  que 
J€  I'aurois  volontiers  pris  au  mot  fur  fon  propre  compte.    Cepen- 

dantj 
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The  mountains  of  Switzerland  at  length  refounded 
with  the  news  of  a  revolution  in  France,  and  the 
hearts  of  men  of  learning  and  humanity,  in  all  coun- 
tries, beat  high  with  the  expecflaticns  arifmg  out  of 
that  memorable  event.  Pache  inilantly  returned  to 
the  capital,  and,  in  concert  with  Meuniers  and 
Monge,  inftituted  a  popular  fociety  in  the  fcftion  of 
Luxembourg,  the  avowed  obj^iSis  cf  which  were  the 
fpread  of  knowledge  and  the  cultivation  of  the  civick 
virtues.  In  thefe  occupations  he  was  particularly 
aiTiduous,  and  appeared  to  dedicate  to  his  country,  as 
a  citizen,  all  the  time  he  did  not  beftow  on  the  edu- 
cation of  his  children. 

^^■^  At  laft  he  began  to  emerge  from  obfcurity. — 
In  1792,  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Roland  was 
invited  by  the  King  to  accept  a  place  in  the  adnii- 
niilration.  On  this  cccafion  the  wife  of  the  new 
minifler.of  the  home  department,  always  anxious  to 
forward  the  interefts  of  her  friends,  introduced  her 
old  acquaintance,  Pache,  to  her  hufband.     The  place 

dant,  commeilne  ir.anqgoit  ni  dtjugement,ni  de  quelques  conncif- 
fances,  on  lui  favoit  plus  c!e  gre  d'tn  inomrer  lorfqu'il  venoit  a, 
les  faire  eritrcvoir,  et  Toil  finiflblt,  comme  Gibcrt,  par  lui  en  crolie 
beaucocp  plus  qu'il  n'en  avolt  effldivemeat.  Sa  femme  pea 
Cgnifiante.,  mais  fenfible,  r^ippdo'it  toujoura  tinUHtl^ue  era  ttncbant 
de  Virgile,  quand  elie  regardoit  pailer  fon  njiri.  Ce  n'eft  positsnt 
pas  un  etre  tout-a-fait  ordinaire  que  ctlui  qui  fait  en  impofer 
ainf],  meme  a  ceux  qui  Ic  frcquentcnt,  fur  la  mefure  de  Ten  ir.fe-;ite 
rifedifj  ii  i'aut  qu'il  foit  grand  en  quelque  chofe,  du  molnstti 
diffimulation ;  et  i\  les  circonClanccs  i'^nterrellent  a  la  pculfrr 
auffi  loin  qu'il  foit  pofTiUe  d.ins  L-vS  affaires  impo:  tantes,  i]  pcut 
dfcvenir  de  faux  fage  qui  ufurpoit  I'tilime,  fceicrat  aux  depends  de 
fcs  contemporains.    L'iiiAoire  en  fcra  juger  par  la  Ante.'" 

A^'^cl  a  t'lrparvali  P'-fu't he. 

Q.q  '^^ 
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of  firft  fecretary  was  immediately  offered  to  him,  but 
he  replied,  that  being  defircus  to  retain  his  inde- 
pendence, he  could  not  accept  of  any  falary,  but 
would  willingly  lend  his  fervices  for  the  advancement 
of  the  common  caufe.  He  accordingly  repaired  to 
Roland's  clofet,  every  morning  at  f^v^en  o'clcclc, 
with  a  morfel  of  bread  in  his  pocket,  and  remained 
^  ^  tl:ere  until  three,  difregarding  fotigue,  and  applying 
himfelf  unremittingly  to  bufinefs.  •    f: 

When  Servan  was  appointed  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, he  looked  around  for  a  confidential  perfon,  and 
at  lafl:  fixed  his  eyes  on  Pache.  He  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  Roland,,  informed  him  how  much  he  envied 
him  the  pofTellion  of  fo  faithful  an  afliftant,  conjured 
him  to  part  with  him,  and  concluded  by  faying,  ;<'-'iet 
this  honeft  man  come  and  live  with  me/*     '"•'  -  '--• 

Roland  gave  h"s  aflent,  and  Pache  entered  the 
office  of  the  mini  ft  er  at  war  exprefsly  on  the  fame 
terms  as  he  had  continued  in  that  of  the  home  de- 
partment— without  any  official  appointment,  and 
without  any  pecuniary  benefit  whatever.  .         ^  ^ 

At  length  the  intrigues  of  Dumouriez  put  an  end 
to  the  admlniftration,  which  cauld  alone  have  faved 
FrlnCe  from' ^P her" fubfequcrftxalaitritTes,  and  fuf- 
pehded,  if  noVeV^ded  the  fate  of  the  Km?.  On  this 
-  occaiion  Pache^  returned,  to  his  fedion^  and -refumed 
his  ftation  as. a'. private  man,  with  a  character  famed 
'ftifr'difinteredednefs,  and  the  reruration  bf  cbnfidei- 
abie  talents.  It  is  not  a  liitL'  re"iiarkable,  howev.e;:, 
confide  ring  his  fubfequent  conduct,  that  wheij  Kq*« 
.land  lead  the  farajus  Jetio;  to  the  King,  immcdii^tely 

before 


before  liis  diunifilon,  his  friend  (for  (o  he  deemed 
him  at  that  period)  fs^emed  tc  confider  it  as  far  too 
bold. 

The  events  that  cccarred  on  the  loth  of  Auguft 
occafioned  the  recall  of  the  patriotick  minifters,  and 
pache  was  offered  the  fuperintendence  of  the  jewel - 
office,  as  well. as  feveral  other  honourable  fituations, 
?.ll  of  which  he  declined.  He  refided,  however,  for 
fhort  time  in  a  public!:  capacity  at  Toulon,  but  he 
is  iaid  to  have  condu<5ted  himfeif  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  give  but  little  fatisfacS^ion. 

A  more  fplendid  appointment  at  laft  prefented 
itfelf,  and  was  inftantly  accepted.  When  Servaa 
quitted  the  war-ofEce,  on  account  of  his  heakh, 
Pache  was  nominated  to  fucceed  him,  and  of  courfe 
had  a  feat  at  the  council  board. 

On  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI.  he  is  faid  to  have 
canvajjed  publicly  for  his  death*.  Whatever  opi- 
nion nvdy  prevail,  refpefting  the  guilt  or  innocence 


•  Dumouriez,  when  drawing  the  charafters  of  the  men  who 
compofed  the  adminiftration  of  that  day,  expreffes  himfeif  thus; 
**Ori  the  other  fjde  was  Pache,  mtnifter  of  war,  a  man  of  fenf*, 
and  po.Tibly  an  honefl  man,  but  ignorant  and  blindly  dtvoted  to 
tne  Jacobin  party.  He  had  a  wife  and  daughter  equally  ugly  and 
ill  tempered,  who  frequented  the  cluhs  and  even  the  haunts  of  tRe 
Marfeiilois,  to  demand  the  King's  death.  Tiie  war  office  w??s 
become  a  club,  breathing  nothing  but  fclocd  and  carnage.  TKe 
clerks  always  wore  the  red  cap  at  their  defies,  and  ufed  the  phrafcs 
tkou  and  thee  to  every  one,  even  to  the  minillcr,  who  himfeif  affefled 
a  flovenly  'Jrefs,  and  couried  the  Paxifian  popula:e,  by  af- 
ruffling  tlieir  manners.'* 
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of  that  monarch,  this  condu6l  was  equally  fcandaJous 
and  criminal  on  the  part  of  a  minifter. 

The  talents  of  Pache  were  unequal  to  his  new 
fituation.  He  was  adive,  zealous,  indefatigable^ 
and  would  have  made  an  excellent  clerk,  but  he 
was  an  indifferent  miniftcr.  Dumouri^sz,  indeed, 
attributes  his  defeats  pri ncip^lly- to  him, _^n4  q^fures. 
not  only  his  incapacity,  but  accufes  him  of  a  preme- 
ditated defign  of  ftarving  the  armies.  On  the  other- 
hand,  it  muft  be  confefTed  that  the  conduct  of  this 
general  was  crimiinal  in  the  extreme,  and  thait  he 
found  it  necelTary  to  throw  part  of  the  odium  that 
attached  to  himfelf  on  thofe  whom  hg^  opnMered,^ 

his  enemies <  "r/    *       ^:  1,-j-r 

filjjit  Q  zt  Pin  ' 

It  was  found  necefTary,  at  lafl-,  that  the  minifter 
ihould  retire  from  the  war  department.  His  int'Crefl 
with  the  Jacobins  was,  however^  too  grsat.tp  re- 
m?.In  long  out  of  employment,  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  mayor  of  Paris,  in  which  ca^iaci|^[iic 
forwarded  all  the  fchemes  of  the  tcrrortfls.         ^  , .  ,. 

Pache  feemsto  have  pofTelled  but  little  gratitude  ;t 
for  "he  calmly  looked  on  and  beheld  the  judicial  maf- 
facce  of  his  bift  and  deareft  friends.     He  is   even., 
accufed  by  Madame  Roland  with  being  the  calum* 
niator  oi^  her  Hufbani "  and.  the^  l?iftereft  pi  fer  own; 
perfecu^orsl  .^^^^j,  ^ 

w-      . .—^^ lu      Sfoftw 

*  A  fmall  volume,  containins  the  cor refpondencsf Whiten' tft^ 
general  and  the  minifter,  iTfis  been  publilhed. 

pa- 
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POMEREUL, 

1^'in  bfikierrj  who  unites  a  tafte  for  letter's  and  the 
fiiiei^^;  With  th^'pfcfeiiion  of  arms.  He'ferved 
rhanj' yie^r^  in  France,  in  the  corps  of  artiller}', 
which  at  all  times  was  confidered  as  a  body  pofiefi**- 
ed  ofgYfeat  fcientifick  attainments,  but  which.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  has" acquired  an.^Wabr- 
dkiary  degree  of  pre-eminence. 
'"^Science  and  philofophy  are  naturally  favourable  to 
liberty:  the  reafon  is  felf-evident,' !,fhey'*arei>uif 
other  names  for  knowledge,  and  it  is  ignorance 
alone  that  both  generates  and  tolerates  flavery. — 
This  is  a  truth  of  which  the  zealots  of  defpotifm 
are  well  convinced,  and  when  they  rail,  at  what  the^ 
are  pleafed'to  term' the  new'philofophy^  they  but  pay 
an  unwilling  tribute,  to  the  progrefs'  of  the  human 
n^ind.  ,  .  -.        .         rr 

The  fanatical  Abbe  Barruel  terms  Voltaire  and 
all  the  learned  men  of  France  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  XV.  yacohins,  Pcmereul  was  one  of  thofe 
dreadful  cohfpirators^  and  lilce  mpft  6f  tliem  top, 
was  alfo  an  Encyclopedifl.  The  principal  articles 
of  the  grand  E'ncyclopedle  on  the  Artillery,  that 
important  branch  of  modern  military  fcience,  kre" 
drawn  up  by  him  ;  and  it  was  he  who  compofed  the^ 
whob-  of  the  DiSfiGfinaire  d'  Jrtille^ey  m-^PEit* 
cychpedie  Metkodique.  '  v  r!'<-'i  /,  «■ 

In  1787  he  was  lent  to  Naples  in  order  to  inflru«5b, 
troops,  who  at  that  period  were  perhaps  the  moft 
Q^q  3  ,  ignorant 
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ignorant  of  any  in  Europe.  Notwithftanding  his 
appointments,  which  were  very  confiderable,  he  did 
not  afFe(^  to  exhibit  any  pomp,  or  difplay  that  fan- 
taftical  vanity,  (o  common,  I  had  almoft  faid  {o 
natural  to  the  officers  of  the  eld  fchool.  On  the 
contrary,  he  lived  like  a  philofopher,  a  man  of  let- 
ters, and  a  friend  to  the  fine  arts, 

France  having  fhaken  off  her  chains,  a  coalition 
was  of  courfe  formed  againft  her  liberty,  which 
fpeedily  ended  in  a  confpiracy  againfl  her  .ter^-itories. 
Ferdinand  IV.  fovereign  of  the  Two  Siciiies^4?  a 
Bourbon,  his  confort  Maria-Char loitay  an  arch- 
dutchefs  of  Auflria;  A<5^on,  th&  favourite  of  the 
latter,  and  the  political  Menor  of  both,  at  that  time 
prefided  over  their  councils — the  rcil  is  knov/n-  to 
every  one. 

No  fooner  had  the  court  of -Naples  declared  it- 
felf  hoftile  to  his  native  country,  than  Pomereyl. de- 
termined to  refign  all  his  err.pjoyqieyts.;  rle^wft^hin 
vain  that  the  moft  flattering  offers  were  made  to 
him.  He  refufed  the  command  of  the. troops,  land- 
ed eflates  equal  to  thofe  he  pofTefied.  a.t  home, 
croffes,  ribands,  and  even  employmer.ts  for ^ his  chil- 
dren. His  conduct  on  this  occafion  g:vv,e  offence, 
and  it  Is  but  feldem  that  arbitrary  power  is  offend- 
ed with  jm,pun.i;ty^,t  He  was  accodingly  imprjfoned, 
and  did  not  recover  hisjiberty  until  the  progrefs.  of 
the, French  arms  in  the  fouth  had .iafpireu  terreur 
into  all  the  Italian  cabinets.  k  ;  '^^'*. 

No,  fooner  had  he  at<}uired  his  ^-(QQ^om  than  he 
.repaired  lu  the  Tulcan  territories,  where,  to  his  in- 

exprefiibie 
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expreffible  aftonifhment,  he  learned  that  his  name 
L,was  included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants  !  r- -'icrici- 
-r  Pomereul,  who  was  lately  at  Florence^  -Eas  writ- 
«ten  a  diflertation  on  the  fine  arts,  in  which  he  con- 
jures his  countrymen  not  to  ereS:  fchools  for  paint- 
ing and  ftatuary. 

He  obferveSj  in  the  firft  place,  that  it  is  probable 

-i"the  Greeks  did  not  poffefs  any  iriftitutions  of  this 

'"^'Icind,  and  to  this  feeming  deficiency  he  attributes 

'the  fuperlour  excellence  of  their  painters  and  fculp- 

tors.     Their  artifts  were  formed  by  ftudying  nature 

under  the  great  mafters.     Appelles,  as  every  one 

•'knows,  had  pup'ls,  and  requefted  Alexander  not  to 

'^^^eak  rdative  to  his  art  in  prefence  of  the  boys  who 

'-^m*xed  his  colours,  left  they  fhould  laugh  at  him. 

2.  On  the  revival  of  the  fine  arts  in  Italy,  no 
general  fch:ol  was  inftituted.  A  rivalfinp  was  in- 
deed in  ibme  degree  happily  maintained  between 
different  cities ;  but  each  feem.s  to  have  produced 
only  one  or  two  great  men,  fuch  as  Raphael  in  the 
Roman  fchorO,  Michael  Angelo  in  that  of  Florence, 
Titian  in  that  of  Venice,  Cerregio  in  that  of  Par- 
ma, and  the  Carrachi  in  that  of  Bologna.  Their 
fuccefTcrs  have  been  mere  imitators  of  thefe  great 
mafters. 

3.  The  numerous  courtezans  of  Greece  fcrved 
as  models  to  the  artifts  of  that  country,  who  did 
net  copy  from  piclures  or  ftatues,  like  thofe  of  the 

'  prefent  day;  and  it  is  here  jocularly  hinted  that  the 
modern  Laifes   and  Phrynes  of  Paris  would  exhibit 

us 
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as  fine  features  and  limbs  as  any  of  thofe  fiudie^ 
b.y  the  ancient  painters  and  fculptors,-  ■    * 

One  of  his  friehds  who  travtlled  through  Italy 
along  with  Pomereul,  fome  years  before  the  revolution, 
relates  the  following  anecdote  : 

"  One  day  we  happened  to  vifit  a  part  of  the 
country  covered  with  monuments  of  the  Roman 
grandeur  J  on  obferving  thefe  veftiges  Pomere*i>- ex- 
claimed— '  It  is  only  a  free  nation  that  could  have 
conceived  and  executed  thcfe  aftoniining  publick' 
works,  of  which  we  now  admire  the  remains.  A 
republick  in  France  !  and  we  fhall  foon  behold  fti^ 
that  beloved  country,  fimilar  aquedu6ls,  baths,  and" 
amphitheatres,  rearing  their  heads  tov»^ards  the 
flcies !'....-..  He  fpoke  thus  at  a  time  when  the 
idea  of  a  commonwealth  had  not  yet  entered  into 
the  imagination  cf  his  countrymen." 

By  this  time  Pomereiil's  name  is  doubtlefs  f{:ruck 
cut  of  the  lift  of  emigrants,  and  he  has  revifited  his 
native  country. 


Louis  Michael  Lepelletier  de  St.  Fargeau,  better 
knovi'n  {incQ  the  revolution  by  the  name  of  Lepelle- 
tier only,  was  born  at  Paris  on  the  29th  of  Majr 
iy6o.  His  family  was  both  opulent  and  noble,  and 
he  himfelf,  like  many  of  his  anccllors  who  had  held 
high  offices  under  the  {tate>  was  bred  to  the  profef- 
fion  cf  the  law,  Riilng  by  degree^,  he  at  length 
I  obtained 
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obta'ned  the  honourable  office  of  Pyefidem  a  Morp 
tie^'  of  the  par]  lament  of  Paris,  a  body  that  fijU  dared 
to  utter  the  language  of  truth  in  the 'prefenc-e  of  its 
tyrants,  when  the  reft  of  the  nation  was  r§4wc^t»)J;' 
defpotifm  to  filence  and  fubjcdion.  .r,'  »  *^ 

;.Guri|ig  the  difputes  between  the  court,  and  d>€ 
parliament,  he  always  fided  with  the  papular  .party^^ 
and  was  zealous  in  his  oppofition  to  .the  iiical  tyt^ 
ranny    introduced    bv  modern   minifteis.     He  thu^-, 
became    fitted,  by   long  and  painful  ftruggles  in  .the 
caufe  of  liberty,  for  the  revolution  that  enfued,  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general,  was  appointed 
a, 4^pij,ty.. from  the  nobility  of  Paris. 

,  In  the  national  aflembly  he  diftixiguidicd  himfelf 
by.the;2i:^ccs,  the  precifion,  and  the  lucid  arrange^ 
raent  of  his  fpeeches.  The  night  of  the  4th  of 
Auo;u9;  5,789V  celebrated  in  the  annals  ot  France  by 
the  .aboUtioii  of  all  exclufive  privilecres,  furniihed 
hFrn  v.'ith  a  favourable  occafion  to  difp'ay  at  one  and 
the  f-ime  time  his  eloquence  and  his  difrnterefted- 
nefs. 

This  facrifice,  added  to  the  uniformity  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  caufe  cf  liberty  from  his  early 
youth,  rep^ere<.l  him  exceedingly  popular,  and  t4ie 
department  cf  Yonne  deemed  itfelf  peculiarly  for- 
tunate in  having  him  for  one  of  its  deputies  in  the 
national  conventicn- 

Perfuaded  that  energeticlc  meafurcs  could  alone 
prevent"  the  return  of  monarchy,  and  enfure  the 
falvation  of  France,  he  placed  himfelf  on  the  very 
fwnmit  of  tkc  Mountain^    and   aided  the  Jacobins 

( who 


%54  LFPELLEflER. 

(who  had  as  ytt  sbdained  from  the  blcoc!  of  their 
fcllow-cltizens)  with  all  his  Influence  *. 

On  the  tria!  of  the  king,  he  voted  for  his  punifh- 
ment,  and  whatever  may  be  the  particular  opinion  of 
any  one,  it  would  be  unfair  to  fuppofe  that  Lcpelle- 
tier.  en  this  folemn  occafion,  for  the  firfi:  time  of  his 
life,  {hould  have  been  a(3:uated  by  improper  motives. 

His  conduct  on  that  day,  however,  proved  fatal 
to  him,  for  on  the  very  evening  of  the  execution  a 
royalift  fti  uck  him  a  mortal  wound  with  x  poniard, 
und  then  effected  his  cfcape. 

This  clrcumrrance,  of  courfe,  made  a  great  noife  in 
the  capital,  and  no  fmall  degree  of  activity  was  dif- 
played  by  the  police  in  difcovering  the  name  of  the 
afiamn,  and  tracing  him  out.  He  was  called  Paris, 
and  his  corpfe  was  found  a  fev/  days  after  this  event? 
for,  being  apprebenfive  of  dete£tion,  and  certain  in 
fliat  cafe  of  punifhment,  he  had  fhot  himfelf  with 
a  piftol.  An  extract  from  his  baptifmal  regifter, 
and  a  brevet  as  one  of  the  late  king's  guards,  v/ere 
found    in   his    p.cketj     thefe    were    accompanied 


♦  The  Royalifts  have  of  courfe  endeavoured  to  traduce  him,  by 
afHgning  his  condud  to  interefted  motives,  notwithftanding  his 
whrfe  life  tends  to  prove  this  to  be  a  calumny.  While  fpeaking  of 
tHe^revolutfon,  he  is  reported  to  have  faid — "  Quand  on  a  600,000 
livres  de  rente  8c  qu'on  eft  noble,  il  faut  etre  a  la  crete  de  la 
iTontagnt ,  ou  a  Coblentz."— (When  a  man  has  600,000  livres  a 
ytar,  and  is  roble,  he  ought  either  to  be  on  the  very  peak  of  the 
naountain,  or  <X  Cobieniz.) 


with 
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v/ith  a  paper,   written  in  approbation  of  the   hor* 
rid  deed  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  great  preparations  v/cre  made 
for  the  interment  of  Lepelletier.  David  the  paiiiter 
'fuperintended  the  ceremony,  and  it  was  ftudioully 
calculated,  that  all  the  emblems  exhibited  during 
the  folemnlty  fhould  infpire  the  beholders  v»^ith  a 
•4eteil:ation  of  that  royalty,  of  which  he  was  confidered 
•as  the  vi£iini.  In  addit>ion  to  this,  the  feet  ion  In 
which  he  had  !'efidc;d  v/as  called  by  his  name,  th^ 
Icgillature  attended  h  funera-l  .in  a  body,  and  the 
^€-xpenQes:of  it  were  paid  by  the  nation  f. 

,;.,  ,^,^  77: '-'j-  BILLAUD 

*  '*  je  n^^i  point  eu  de  conplice  dans  b  ibele  action  que  j'ai 
fiite  en  donnint  h  mort  au  fcClcrat  St.  Fargeau.  Si  je  ne  I'avois 
pas  trouve-fous  ma  rnainj  j'aurois  purge  literrc  du  monftre,  dj 
parricide  d'Odeans." — (I  had  no  accornpiice  m  the  noble  adion 
.performed  by  me,  in  puttin-.to  death  tl»e  villain  St.  Pargcau.  Ifi 
had  not  found  him  at  hand,  I  would  have  purged  the  earth  of  the 
iDonfttr,  the  parricide  Orleans.) 
The  four  following  iinc-s  were  written  on  the  back  of  \m 
.  CO  n:i  million: 

**  Sur  ee  brevet  d'lionncur,  je  l-'ecrls  Hms  efFroi, 
-<*-tJc  Hecris.a  I'^rflant  ou  je  quitte  la  vie  j 
«*  Francois,  j'ai  frappe  I'aflafijn  de  mon  roi, 
*'  C'etoit  pour  m'arracher  a  votre  ignominie." 

^  -^  On  Tuefday,.  January  22,  the  National  Convention  piafTed  a 
••^creej^that  Louis-Miciiael-Lepelleticr  fliould  be  buried  on  the  24ih; 
ateiglit  o'clock  in  the  n-.orning,  and  Chenier  having  been  appoini- 
td  to  bring  in. a  report  on  this  fubjcd,  delivered  the  iollowing 
fpee-h  :.  -  .  ,v 
Raff)rtdeCher.ierJur  let    ' onr.eurs  fimbrefi  a  ntjjrs  ^^  Pel/. tur- Saint < 

Fgrgcju. 
,^Crl©yen$,  vous  leguerez  a  la  pollerite  dc  grands  fouvioirs  tt  dr 
grands  e.xfmples  j  niais  depuis  que  Ic  peupk  Tranfois  a  Lri<t  le.jouj 

dj 
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This  deputy  was  originally  a  monk,  having  been 
brought  up  within  the  walls  of  a  cloifter. 

He 


du  dcfpotifme,  fcs  annalee  revclutlcnnairtii  r.'ofTrent  pas  une  epo- 
Qiie  aulTi  impcfantc,  -que  celie  ou  nous  avoiis  vu  prcfTj'au  mcms 
inftant,  un  an-.i  de  la  liberie  toniber  fous  ie  kr  dts  afTafTins,  et  ua 
tyran  frapp'e  du  glaive  de  la  loi. 

Quel  eroit  done  le  monllrueux  pom'oir  dc  la  royaute,  fi  du  fond 
de  fa  prifon  et  dans  fon  agonie  mime,  elle  immoloit  encore  Its 
fondateurs  de  la  rcpubliqtie. 

Touttfois,  ce  refte  dc  fanatifmc  et  d'idolatrie,  que  la  royaute 
-cxplrante  laiffe  au  fein  des  liommcs  criminels  ou  pufiilanimes, 
bien  loin  de.vous  effrayer,  vous  atFermira  dans  la  route  que  vcus 
d^ez  fuivrc.  Le  Pt-ktier,  immortal  fe  par  fon  aflafTin,  vous 
rnontre  la  palme  civique  des  martyrs  de  la  liberce.  II  vient  de 
prendre  place  er.tre  its  Barnevelt  et  les- Sidney.  Son  fort  paroitra 
digne  d'envie  a  tous  les  vrais  rtpublicains,  et  les  honneurs  dont 
vous  recompenfez  fa  memoire,  lui  donneront  des  fuccefleurs  qui, 
eomme  lui,  comme  vou^,  citoyens,  fauront  tout  facrincr  a  la  na- 
tion fouverainc,  et  dars  les  circonlianccs  les  plus  graves,  environ-'* 
nes  de  peiik  et  d'orages,  conildcrcrcnt  toujours  la  iibeite,  ledcvoir 
et  jamais  la  vie. 

Ce  n'eft  point  iei  une  n:o:  t  vulgalre.  Les  funerailles  doivcnt 
porter  un  caractt  re  particulitr.  Que  la  fuper/lition  -s'abhajrfc  dc- 
vant  la  reliejon  de  la  iilerie?  Que  ks  images  yraimtnt  faintea, 
■yraimtnt  fokmnelles  parknt  aux  ccturs  atiendris. 

Que  le  corps  de  notre  vevtucux  coUegue,  d^couvert  a  tous  ks 
yeux,  laiiTe  voir  fablefiurt  mortctk? 

Qu'une  irfcription  retiace  avec  une  er.ergique  fmiplicitt.,  le 
glorieux  motif  de  fa  mcrt  I 

Que  le  fer  paricidc,  facrifie  par  le  fang  d'un  patricte,  etincelle 
a  notre  vue  connme  un  temoignage  dti  fmeurs  ttc  la  tyrannic  et  dc 
iits  v^ls  adorateurs  ?  •; 

Qvie 
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He  was  a  native  of  Paris,  and  a  father  of  the 
cratory^  a  religious  fraternity,  which,  that  of  Port 
Royal  alone  excepted,  became  the  moft  celebrated  of 
all  the  orders,  in  the  hiftcry  of  French  literature. 

Billaud  had  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  the 
fcience  of  politicks  long  before  the  period  of  the  re- 
volution, and  when  that  event  occurred,  he  v/as  already 
the  author  of  a  great  many  publications  on  that  fuhjecti 

Two  of  his  works  deferve  particular  mention. 
The  firft  is  entitled — "  Patriotick  ideas  on  a  na- 
tional education  ;"  it  was  printed  in  the  year  1790  ; 
the  fecond— "  L'Acephocratie,  or  a  federative  go- 
vernment the  beft  for  a  large  empire." 

In  one  of  thefe  Billaud  endeavours  to  prove,  that 
the  religious  orders  ought  to  be  Intruded  with  the 
education  of  youth;  and  in  the  other,  that  federaiifm 
was  the  properefl  government  for  France,  This 
was  the  fame  Billaud  who  became,  two  or  three  years 

Que  les  vetemens  enfanglantcs  frappent  ks  regards  dts  citoyef.s  1 
Qu'jls  prononccnt  d'avance  centre  raflafTm  de  la  patrle.  On  verrS 
marcher  devantnous  i'image  de  la  liberte,  feul  objet  des  homma'^e* 
republicains,  et  les  bannieres  de  la  declaration  des  droits,  fondement 
facre  des  conftitutions  populaires. 

Le  genie  de  David  animera  ces  foibles  efquifTes,  tar.cis  que  le 
genie  deGoffec,  fera  retentir  les  fons  de  cette  harmonle  lugubre  ct 
touchante,  qui  caraderifc  une  mort  triomphaie.  Ainli  Michel  Is 
Pelletier,  accompagne  de  Yes  vertus,  entoure  de  fa  famille  en  pleurs, 
au  milieu  de  la  convention  nationale,  du  confeil  executif,  des  ad- 
rniniftrateurs  et  des  juges,  dcpofitaires  de  la  loi,  s'avancera  vers  le 
Panthfccn  Francois,  ou  la  reconnoilTance  nationale  a  fixe  fa  place. 
C'eft  la  que  nous  depoferons  les  reftes  de  notre  eftimable  Collegue  j 
c'efl  la,  citevens,  que  nous  depoferons  les  fatales  pretentions  qui 
nous  divifcnt,  liC. 

R  r  after, 
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after,  tlie  rnofl  inveterate  enemy  of  both  monks  and 
federal! fts  ! 

Our  ex-friar,  v.  ho  left  the  cloifter  foon  after 
the  decrees  of  the  National  Affembly  had  pro- 
duced the  fiift  reform  in  the  ecclefiaftical  policy  of 
France,  difccvered  a  marked  predifpofition  to  for- 
ward the  fiiccefs  of  the  revolution.  He  was  one  of 
the  patriots  who  affembled  in  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
on  the  famous  28th  of  July  179 1 5  and  he  narrowly 
efcaped  being  killed  by  the  foldiers,  condu6led  thither 
by  M.  La  Fayette. 

The  TCth  of  AugUiL  may  perhaps  be  comldered 
as  the  moil  av/ful  event  in  the  hiftory  of  the  French 
revolution.  We  do' not  find,  however,  that  all  the 
particulars  of  that  day  are  as  yet  difclofed.  One  of  the 
incll.  important  occurrence?,  was  the  fudden  change 
which  took  place  in  the  government  of  Paris.  The 
fcctions  of  the  capital,  infiiienced  by. the  more  vio- 
lent patrisits,  in  three  hours  time  difmiiTed  X^aq  old 
Knun'.cipal  officers,  who  v/ere  flow. in  their  exertions, 
and  replaced  them  by  active  and  energetick  men.-— 
It  was  this  ncv/  municipality  that  overturned  the 
throne. 

Bi'laud  de  ^arennes  had  been  one  of  the  moft 
a£i:ive  in  effcding  the  change  5  it  vras  natural  enough 
therefore  that  he  fhoiild  be  included  among  the  re- 
volutionary magi  (Irr.tc?. 

While  in  this  fituation,  he  w^as  accufeJ  cf  bdng 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  mi^acres  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  September.  It  was  even  reporred,  that  the 
whole  bufmefs  was  condu£led  by  him,  in  conjunction 

with 
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with  TaHlen,  fecretary  oFthe  commuiiej  nnd  iMchee, 
firft  clerk  in  the  fame  ofHce.  This  horrid  deed  is 
ftill  involved  in  da-kncfs  ;  but  the  guilt"  of  the  ex- 
monk  is  more  than  equivocal. 

While  a  member  of  the  Natfonal  Convention,  h^ 
perched  himfelf  on  the  very  top  cf  the  mountain,, 
and  was  called  "a  terrorlfr,"  and  a  "drinker  of 
human  blood,"  by  the  moderate  party.  Of  courfe, 
he  foon  becam.e  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick  Safety,  and  one  of  the  decemvirs. 

So  m.uch  has  been  already  faid  about  his  colleagues, 
Rcbefpierre,  St.  Juft,  Barrere,  &c.  that  it  v/ould  be 
fuperfiuous  to  enter  into  further  details.  A  par- 
ticular faft  is,  however,  deferving  of  notice.  Billaud 
never  loved  Robefpierre,  from  the  moment  that  the 
latter  had  thrown  out  fome  hints  of  his  intention  to 
fuperfede  the  fittings  of  the  National  Convention, 
in  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  act  with  lefs  re- 
fpon-fibility  ;  and  more  efpecially  fince  he  had  ufurpci 
a  di(5tatorial  authority  over  the  committee  itfelf. 

It  is  but  little  ailonifhing,  therefore,  that  this  de- 
puty fhould  have  contributed  to  the  9th  Thermidor. 
It  v/as  he,  Indeed,  who  furnifhed  his  colleagues  with 
the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  the  execrable  tyranfJy 
of  Robe'pierre,  and  thus  induced  them  to  get  rid  of 
that  monfter. 

No  fooner,hov/ever,was  the  one  deprived  of  power, 
than  the  other  v»'as  expofed  to  every  fort  of  contumely. 
Epigrams,  lampoons,  reproaches,  accufations,  multi- 
plied againft  him  on  all  fides;  and  unlefs  one. had 
been  in  Paris,  during  the  autumn  of  1794,  and 
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winter  of  1795,  it  is  impoiTible  to  conceive  an  idea 
of  the  infults  to  which  he  was  fubjeded.  He  was 
called  by  no  ether  name  than  "  le  tigre  de  Varen- 
nes-y'^  and  the  "  heart  of  Billaud,"  was  converted 
into  a  proverb  of  reproach. 

The  journal  entitled,  "  VOrateur  du  Peuple^'' 
belonging  to  the  reprefentative  Freron,  completed 
the  ruin  of  Billaud,  and  became  the  caufe  of  all  his 
fubfequent  misfortunes.  It  was  reported  in  Paris, 
among  the  beft  informed  people,  that  M.  Duflault, 
the  celebrated  tranflator  of  Juvenal,  and  now  the 
dean  of  the  national  jnftitute,  was  then  conductor  of 
that  journal  ;  and  that  he  was  aduated  by  a  perfonal 
animofity  againft  Billaud. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  latter  was  at  laft  accufed 
along  with  Barrere  and  Collot,  aiid  5  commifTion  of 
twelve  members  appointed  to  examine  their  condu6!:. 

This  commiiiion  proceeded  very  flowly,  and  two 
months  pafTed  av/ay  before  any  report  was  delivered 
in. 

The  condu6l  of  Billaud,  during  this  emergency, 
was  quite  different  from  that  of  his  two  colleagues. 
Whilit  they  eniployed  the  whole  weight  of  their 
talents  and  intereft  to  oppofe  the  flrcam,  he  beheld 
the  conteft  with  the  moft  fmgular  indifference.  At 
laftj  on  the  famous  12th  Germinal,  no  regard  being 
paid  to  the  conflitutional  laws,  they  were  all  three 
condemned  to  be  tranfported  to  Cayenne,  without 
any  previous  trial. 

Billaud,  who  had  fpoke  but  little  during  the 
whole  of  the  profecution,  in  the  courfc  of  that  fitting 
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indulged  himfelf  in  a  Tally,  which,  while  it  atorred 
for  his  pall  filence,  affords  no  bad  fpecimen  of  the 
livelinefs  of  his  countrymen.  No  fooner  was  the 
fentence  of  tranfportation  read,  than  turning  to  the 
prefulent  of  the  Conventioii : 

"  Jli'ciis,  prefulent  /"  faid  he,  "  a  la  longue  il 
»'y  rejtera  que  la  fonnette  *." 

The  three  deputies  were  immediately  fent  to 
Rochefort,  in  order  to  embark  for  the  place  of  their 
exile;  but  as  no  opportunity  of  a  fpeedy  conveyance 
occurred,  they  were  connned  in  prifon. 

Soon  after  this,  an  injunction  was  ilTued  to  the 
criminal  department  of  Saintonge,  to  Vy  them  for 
treafon;  and  laftly,  to  complete  the  feries  of  irre- 
gularities, they  were  once  more  ordered  to  be  tranf- 
ported.  In  the  mean  time  Barrcre  was. lucky  enough, 
to  make  his  efcape,  but  Biilaud  and  Collot  were 
fent  oft  in  September  1795. 

Bjllaud  de  Varennes,  liice  APiUcharfis  Cloots,  fighed 
for  the;  liberty  and  regeneration  of  all  Jburope.  He  v/as 
a  (Irenuv  us  .protestor  of  the  ioreign  patriots  rcfiding 
in  Pans.  He  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  "Cvith  the 
Belgian,  Dutch,  German,  and  icKan  refugees.  Some' 
Genocfe  and  Pieinontef^  genrlfjmen,  who  had  been, 
forced  to  fiy  from  their  native  country,  were  cmplo)  ed 
by  him  in  the  principality  fjf  Oneg'ia,  and  other 
countries,  Gfjnquered  from  the  king  of  Sardinia,  fmce* 
the  year  1793.    But  he  \v?s  averfe  that  any  of  them 

*  Proceed,  preHcent  1  in  a  fnort  time,  nothing  will  be  left  hers 
but  your  beii. 

R  r  3  fhould 
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fhould  ferve  In  the  French  armies.  ''  It  is  un- 
worthy of  a  great  nation,"  faid  he,  "  to  employ  fo- 
reigners to  confolidate  her  liberty;  nor  is  it  political 
that  the  deftinies  of  France  fhould  be  committed  to 
them  who  were  not  born  Frenchmen." 

Billaud  Is  now  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and.  In 
refpe6l  to  his  perfon,  is  remarkable  for  nothing  httt 
his  long  black  hair,  a  circumftance  not  forgotten  by 
the  Parifian  mufcadins^  who  converted  "  La  criniere 
noire  de  Billaud  de  Varennes"  into  a  farcafm. 


GOUPIL-PREFF.LI^, 

Was  born  at  Argenteau,  a  fmall  town  in  the  depart- 
ment of  L'Orne,  and,  like  the  greater  part  of  the 
founders  of  the  republick,  was  brought  up  to  the 
bar.  He  had  acquired  but  little  celebrity,  howeve-^ 
and  perhaps  would  never  have  been  known,  had  not 
thz  revolution  opened  the  gates  of  the  temple  of 
Fame,  and  Goupil  entered  along  with  the  crowd. 

In  the  afTemblics  of  the  ballliages,  Goupil  diftin- 
guifhed  himfeif  above  all  the  other  electors  by  a  de- 
gree of  publick  ipirit,  v»^hich  was  then  quite  novel, 
and  v^hich  obtained  for  him  the  name  of  a  Deynocrat, 
He,  hov/ever,  procured  no  inconfidernbie  degree  of 
|)opuhrity,  by  inveighing  againlr  the  nobles  and  the 
cleigyi  and  he  fucceeded  io  well  in  his  plans,  that 
both  he  and  his  fon-in-law,  M.  de  Courmcuil,  a 
lawyer  alfo,  v/ere  ektled  members  of  the  Confti- 

tuent  AiTembly. 
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There  Goupil  firft  made  himfelf  known  by  feve- 
ral  bold  motions,  which  the  members  of  the  cote 
gauche  were  inclined  to  fupport,  but  which  they  did 
not  dare  to  make  themfelvcs. 

During  the  firft  legiflature  there  was  a  kind  of  po- 
litical fociety  called  Boiiche  de  Fer  (the  IronM  outh) 
which  met  in  the  middle  of  the  enclofure  of  the  Pa- 
lais  Royal.  Goupil,  and  Fauchet- the  confliitutional 
Eifhop  of  Calvados,  were  the  founders  of  this  club, 
and  at  appointed  times  delivered  publick  leisures, 
w^ith  a  view  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for 
the  meafures  intended  to  be  adopted  in  the  National 
Aflcmbly.  Indeed,  there  was  hardly  a  fmgle  motion 
of  confequence  brought  forv/ard  in  the  conftituent 
legiflature,  which  was  not  either  made  or  vigouroufly 
fupported  by  Goupil. 

During  the  Robefpierrean  tyranny  he  was  obliged 
to  conceal  himfelf  on  account  of  his  reputed  v/ealth  ; 
•it  was  then  criminal  to  be  rich. 

Goupil  was  returned  to  the  National  Convention 
in  1795. 

li\  Frudidor  lafl,  his  name  was  inferted  in  the  roll 
of  profcriptions,  and  was  not  erafed  until  the  next 
day:  nay,  even  fmce  that  memorable  ^  criod,  it  has 
been  included  once  more  in  the  lift  of  cm i^ rants, 
either  through  miftake  or  injuftice,  and  it  was  ac- 
tually with  fome  difiicuhy  that  Ic  procu.ed  it  to  be 
ao;ain  rcfcinded. 

Goupil  is  more  than  fixty  years  old,  and  rather 
(hort  in  ftature;  his  face  is  animated;  his  elocution 
e^fy,  and  he  is  extremely  bold  in  his  opinions.     In  the 
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middle  of  a  fpeech,  he  will  take  a  p'jlal  fi\Ui  .with 
wine  from  his  pocket,  after  ernpiyiijg  of  whic^.h^ 
continues  his  oration  withv.5§i>e.WQ4  Vigour  and  in., 
creafed  energy.  ■'^Hii^^i  ir.:M 

.-•ifThis  is  a  name  formidable  to  prieftpr^ftj  .tynan^i)r, 
and  fuperftltion  :  for  all  thefe  have  been,  Uirvell^  ^an4 
laid  open  by  him,  not  with  a  rude  and  ignorant— 
for  that  they  could  have  furvived — but  with  a  fk>|:-» 
ful  and  fcientifick  hand,  which,  like  the  heroes  of 
Homer,  has  in£!ci:td  the  deadly  blow  in  the  j)re.c.if(^ 
fpqt  -where  it  was  mofi  likely  to,  prove  mortaj,^^*  ^^^ 
,;  In  his  youth,  M.  Volney  was  a,  great  JiJ-av^er, 
and  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  as  of  lllyiiesj^rs- 

♦*  Multorum  vidct  Urbes  et  Hcwninum." 
In  1784  he  v/rote,  and  in  1787  publifhed,  his  fir^ 
work,  entitled"  Voyage  en  Syrie/'  -'He'^ju>a^ 'eta- 
ployed  on  the  celebrated  tract,  Vvhich  has  already 
pailed  through  many  editions  in  French,  and  two  id. 
Englifii,- — ^^  Les  Ruines,  ou  Meditations  fur  les  R.6- 
volutions  des  Empires,"  when  a  revaiution  occur redf 
in  his  own  country,  which  in  a  ma.nn€r  embodied  hl^ 
ideas,  and  gave  to  his  imaginary  reforms  "  a  to<:aJ 
habitation  uT.d  a  name.">..  This  great  work  was  pub- 
rifhed  in  Augud  iJQij  ^n^h  ^being  admirably  calcu* 
latcd  for  , the  peculiar  fiiuatiou  of  his  compatriots,: 
although  the  idea  had  1  been  ficil  conceived  in  cT^ji&^ 
it  was  uiiivsrfaliy  re^d  and  praiibd; ;.  ^;  r;;iiJov.wi»xiS 
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In  1789,  M.  Volney  was  appointed  one  of  the  de- 
puties to  the  States-General,  afterwards  better  known 
under  the  name  of  the  National  AJfejnhly^  and  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that  neither  ancient  nor  modern  times 
has  ever  prefented  an  inftance  of  fo  many  men  of 
talents  met  together  to  deliberate  on  the  fate  of  an 
empire,  and  to  prefcribe  a  new  deftiny,  not  to  their 
native  country  only,  but  perhaps  to  mankind. 

Volney  purchafed  large  eftates,  and  refided  fome 
time  in  Corfica ;  but  he  foon  found  that  country  as 
little  profitable  to  individuals  as  it  had  been  to  na- 
tions, for  it  was  a  burden  to,  and  nearly  proved  the 
de{lru6lion  of  Genoa;  France  preferved  her  dominion 
over  it,  at  an  enormous  expence,  and  to  England  it 
has  been  a  fource  of  ruin,  vexation,  and  difgrace. 

When  the  National  Convention  looked  around  in 
order  to  feledl:  the  ableft  infl:ru£lors  for  the  Normal 
School^  the  author  of  the  Ruins  was  immediately 
pitched  upon  as  profefTor  of  hiftory,  and  I  have  now 
before  me  a  work  by  him,  in  this  capacity,  entitled, 
Analyse  du  Cours  d* Hijtoire  du  Citoyen  Vclney^  pra* 
fejfeur  a  V Ecole  Norma le. 

One  anecdote  refpeding  this  man  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten,  as  pofterity  will  hereafter  be  inclined 
to  dwell  on  the  facrifice  made  during  an  age  termed 
venaly  by  the  inhabitant  of  a  country  generally  con- 
fidered  as  vain.  It  is  well  known  that  a  great  North- 
ern Princefs,  while  {he  kept  whole  nations  in  the  mofl 
humiliating  bondage,  and  became,  in  refpe6l  to  the 
human  race,  a  "  defaulter  of  unaccounted  millions," 
endeavoured  to  attach  men  of  letters  to  her  intereft, 
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and  make  learning  and  genius  the  acceHaries^Df  her 
numerous  crimes.  The  maflacres  of  Ifmael  and 
Praga  ftand  in  need  of  extenuation,  and  thefe  and 
many  other  foul  fpots  have  been  attempted  to  be  ex- 
tinguiihed  in  a  blaze  of  factitious  glory  I 

For  this  purpofe,  her  Imperial  Majefty  wifhed  to 
Jiihfidize  writers  of  celebrity,  by  means  of  penfions 
and  prefents,  arid,  among  others,  Volney  received  a. 
moft  iliperb  medallion,  on  the  reverfe  of  v/hich  ap- 
peared an  equeftrian  figure  of  the  Czar  Peter  the 
Great,  trampling  on  the  fnaices  of  envy  and  revenge. 

It  v^as  no  doubt  flattering  to  a  young  man,  and  a 
writer  jufl:  rifing  into  efteem,  to  be  thus  countenanced 
by  Catharine  II.  But  as  he  could  not  capitulate  wkh 
his  confcience,  no  fooner  had  the  Emprefs  declared, 
herfelf  inimical  to  the  French  revolution,  than  he 
returned  the  prefent  to  her  ambaflador,  accompanied 
hy  a  note,  in  which  he  ftated,  "  that  a  citizen  of  re- 
generated France  could  not  retain  any  thing  apper- 
taining to  the  enemy  of  his  country  !" 

Volney  was  lately  in  America,  where  he  lived  in 
great  Intimacy  with  Wafhington,  and  all  the  cele- 
brated men  of  that  continent.  The  enemies  of  peace 
and  of  liberty  rejoiced  to  fee  him  and  Prieftley  enter' 
the  lifts,  and  prepare  for  battle  •  but  they  were  dlf- 
appointed  ,  for,  after  breaking  a  lance  in  the  manner 
of  the  combatants  of  the  middle  ages,  they  immedi- 
ately withdrew  from  the  tournament. 
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